
We are so thankful for your prayerful support of CMS missionaries 
and those they are serving. This guide has been designed to 
help assist and guide your prayers during this ever-changing time.

Prayer as mission
As you pray remember that in prayer, you join in   
the missionary’s gospel struggle:

“30 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle 

by praying to God for me. 31 Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the contribution 
I take to Jerusalem may be favourably received by the Lord’s people there, 32 so that I may come to you with joy, by 
God’s will, and in your company be refreshed. 33 The God of peace be with you all. Amen.” (Romans 15:30-33)

“12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer 
for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is 
working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.” (Colossians 4:12-13)

Pray big – pray biblical
Although Paul did pray for specific issues in the lives of the churches and Christians he ministered among – he also 
prayed ‘big’ for them. His eyes were on their eternal future, not just their immediate future. So use Paul’s prayers as a 
guide for you in your prayers for missionaries – they need this as much as anyone else.

Romans 15:5-6, 13  Romans 16:25-27                  1 Corinthians 1:4-9

2 Corinthians 1:3-11  Ephesians 1:15-23               Ephesians 3:14-21

Ephesians 6:10-20  Philippians 1:3-11                Colossians 1:3-14

Colossians 4:2-6   1 Thessalonians 1:2-3(10)               1 Thessalonians 3:7-13

1 Thessalonians 5:23-25  2 Thessalonians 1:3-12               2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5

1 Timothy 2:1-7   Philemon 4-7

And remember as you pray – to give thanks. Wherever and however you see the Lord at work, give thanks for his grace 
and goodness. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

Make it a habit as you read the Bible, to look for things you can be praying and thanking God for – for yourself and for 
others, including missionaries. If a passage speaks, hope, comfort, challenge, rebuke, forgiveness or joy to you – then it 
would to missionaries as well!

Pray specific
We can bring all our anxieties before God – and it’s an expression of our faith to do so:

“4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7)

        for 
missionaries
Praying

L A S T I N G

S U N D AY 
2 0 2 1

CMS QNNSW
P: (07) 3171 3020
E: qld@cms.org.au

cms.org.au/qnnsw



Specific issues to pray for missionaries during the coronavirus:

Wisdom
• To know whether they should stay on location or return
• To know how to continue ministry in this new situation and within their local context
• To know how to proclaim the hope of Jesus in the face of coronavirus in their own local context and culture.
• To know how to ‘isolate’ in their context

Faith
• To trust the Lord in the face of growing fear and anxiety as the virus spreads, especially those in area where 

there is little medical care or the medical system has become overwhelmed
• To hold fast to Jesus as they see the virus grip their own community or their own lives
• To help local believers hold to Jesus and not give in to fear or superstition (especially in animistic cultures) as 

the virus spreads, and to protect them from false teachers who will speak false or half-truth to the situation
• That this crisis may help Christians and churches grow in their knowledge of the Lord Jesus and in their 

confidence in him as their faith is tested
• That Satan would not gain a foothold through these times
• That the Lord would glorify his name in all that is happening

Perseverance 
• That they would keep their focus on Jesus and the gospel, and know that the gospel is the power of God for 

the salvation of everyone who believes, especially when it seems so weak (1 Corinthians 1.18-2.5)
• To see new opportunities that come from the new situation we are now living in
• For missionaries who have had to return to Australia, or who are having to delay their departure
• For the pressure in relationships in families and missionaries living in lock-down with all the tensions and conflict 

that can bring

Grace and Comfort
• As they face their own anxieties and fears – and especially for those who face anxiety and depression as a 

medical condition
• As their fear for their families who are distant from them – especially elderly parents or members of their family 

in high risk categories
• For those who catch the coronavirus, and face death themselves, or the death of family, close friends and 

Christian brothers and sisters in their location

Mercy
• That the Lord would have mercy on our world and bring this pandemic to an end
• That the Lord would have mercy on those dying from the disease and turn their hearts to him
• That the Lord would guard the hearts and minds of his people
• Come Lord Jesus!
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