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This edition of Checkpoint is about 
continuing God’s mission in the 
face of a serious global pandemic. 

The world has now lived with 
COVID-19 for over 18 months. 
Initial responses have given way 

to longer-term strategies that continue to be 
discussed, but now also involve the possibility 
of effective vaccines. Yet as CMS International 
Director Peter Rodgers notes in his lead article: 
“God’s word is not chained.” (2 Timothy 2:9) 
Peter highlights encouragements, reminds us of 
past challenges that have been overcome, and 
notes some of the ways mission has immediately 
changed, even for the better. Will these changes 
persist? We do not yet know, but we can be 
confident in a God who “in all things… works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

Even at this still relatively early stage, we can see 
that God has used Coronavirus to test and refine 
his people, and the gospel has gone out to many 
who may not otherwise have heard.  

CMS missionaries report experiences as varied 
as the world we live in. In Taiwan, it has been 
almost (not completely) life and ministry as usual.  
Sadly in Peru, almost everyone knows someone 
or even many people who have died. Some CMS 
missionaries have contracted Coronavirus—
thankfully, with good recoveries to date. For 
others it has been difficult to realise that in God’s 
sovereign plan, they have been spared some 
troubles while those they minister alongside have 
faced great grief and ongoing loss. Several report 
gospel opportunities that might not otherwise have 
come. COVID has pushed many churches and 
ministries to reconsider why they are doing what 
they are doing. Internet evangelism and training 
has become an important necessity. 

You can read these stories and more in this 
Checkpoint. As you do, we hope you will be 
strengthened to pray, care, give and yes, still to go 
into God’s world to make disciples. 
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CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches 
committed to global mission. We work together to set 
apart long-term workers who cross cultures to share the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our vision is for a world 
that knows Jesus. We aim to do this by:

• Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ
• Equipping Christian leaders for church and society
• Engaging churches in cross-cultural mission
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We don’t have the space to cover all the 
wonderful stories that CMS has to tell 
within the pages of this Checkpoint. If you 
want to read more go to: 

cms.org.au/checkpoint



She says: 

  “That gives me an assurance for eternal life 
and knowing God’s gift of grace helps me to tell 
others about it.”

Our Lasting Hope Appeal during May and 
June is vital in supporting missionaries like 
Andrew and Margie, so that more people like 
Tezrah can discover God’s grace. Will you give 
to the Appeal today and help people around 
the world have the 
assurance of 
lasting hope?

Help share 
the hope of Jesus 
throughout the world

lastinghope.cms.org.au
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Give today

CMS missionaries Andrew and Margie Newman 
began meeting with Tezrah when they first 
arrived in Rukungiri, Uganda in February 2020. 
As Tezrah helped them learn the local language, 
they read the Bible together, talked about 
language and discussed issues of faith.

Margie says:

  “We realised Tezrah believed that...salvation 
was dependent on her constant repentance. 
As we talked about the completed work of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, Tezrah had a 
light bulb moment about grace.”

Tezrah learned that God’s grace is freely given 
because of what Christ has done.

L A S T I N G

A P P E A L 
2 0 2 1

Like many people in Uganda, Tezrah grew up going to church. But she 
believed that if she didn’t repent of her sins just before she died, she would 
not have eternal life. She didn’t know lasting hope.

Left: Margie with some local women from the church. 
Above: Tezrah with ‘Papa’ and ‘Mama’ Newman.
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GOD’S WORD 
IS NOT 

C H A I N E D
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You might imagine that as the world shut down due to the 
pandemic, global mission was put on hold. However, that 
has not been so! And when we turn to the Bible we find 
encouragement aplenty as to how to continue in a time of crisis. 

“God’s word is not chained” 
In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were locked up in a prison in 
Philippi. Three elements in this story can encourage us in 
the midst of COVID-19. 

Firstly, despite the circumstances their joy could not be 
extinguished. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God (Acts 16:25). On a superficial 
level, things were terrible. At a deeper level, the great eternal 
truths of the gospel remained. 

Secondly, their ministry was not put on hold even for a 
moment. God ordained this event to build his church 
in Philippi through the conversion of the jailer and his 
household. Thinking beyond this incident, the Bible is clear 
at every stage that God’s mission will continue till the great 
day that the Lord Jesus Christ returns. 

Thirdly, the Lord miraculously intervened and rescued them. 
We believe and trust in a God who does the miraculous 
and who has no equal. His power is not restricted by our 
circumstances. 

 

“God’s word is not chained” (2 Timothy 2:9). Even a prison 
cell could not stop God’s mission. Actually, God used their 
suffering to bring about his purposes. The same is true today.  

Current encouragements for CMS 
Doing mission in a COVID world has been challenging. 
However, we have every reason to be encouraged:  

•  New missionaries have been trained and ready for service. 
The St Andrew’s Hall Redevelopment was completed on 
time and on budget, despite the lockdown in Melbourne.  

•  New churches amongst gospel-poor peoples were 
established. In Japan our church planters had to purchase 
a new building to cater for the extra people that had 
previously joined online.  

•  New believers were reached and discipled. In Argentina, 
for example, ABUA, the Christian University Bible group 
reached more university students than ever before, 
through online means.  

•  New resources were developed. In Timor-Leste, initial 
disappointment that the virus delayed the launch of the 
Tetun language translation of the Big Picture Story Bible, 
turned to joy at the news that it has become part of the 
National Curriculum for Protestant schools.  

•  Across the globe new leaders emerged and were trained. 
The MOCLAM courses (which look in-depth at parts of 
the Bible) have continued to bless key church members 
throughout the Spanish-speaking world. 

 Mission has continued, albeit in a different way, and God’s 
Word has prospered around the world

Encouragement from history 
Doing mission through difficult times is not new for CMS. 
CMS was established in Australia as an independent agency in 
1892. Since then, we have had missionaries serving overseas 
during world wars, the Great Depression, revolution and 
civil unrest, droughts and tsunamis, and of course during the 
Spanish flu 100 years ago. Throughout all that time we have 
been able to testify to the sovereignty of God, serving in the 
certain hope that he will fulfil his eternal purposes.  

CMS International Director Peter Rodgers considers the challenges of a global 
pandemic and turns to the Bible to encourage us to rejoice, persevere, and trust God. 

Mission has continued, albeit in a 
different way, and God’s Word has 
prospered around the world.
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Mission during COVID 
In Australia we have largely been spared the suffering that has 
gripped much of the world.  

However, most of our missionaries serve in places where the 
effects of the pandemic have been terrible. They are likely to 
know neighbours, classmates, colleagues or church members 
who have contracted or even died from COVID. Some of our 
missionaries have tested positive but thankfully recovered and 
continued their work. Most have remained on location and 
been able to shine the light of hope in a world that is afraid. 

Many of our missionaries have been in very lengthy 
lockdowns. It has been difficult trying to learn language, 
develop relationships and understand a new culture whilst 
unable to leave their homes. It has been difficult to home 
school children for months on end. This has been costly for 
all family members. But I am thankful that as lockdowns were 
relaxed, our missionaries were present and able to identify 
with the sufferings of those they were seeking to reach.  

During lockdowns, mission moved online and we have learnt 
new ways to reach people for Christ. The common testimony 
is that more people than ever have been reached. 

Of course, travel restrictions have played havoc with the 
movement of our missionaries around the world. Flights have 
regularly been cancelled, and many missionaries have been 
unable to make future plans. Some have kept rebooking and 
prayed that they will have a seat. For some that has still not 
been possible. Others have opted to extend visas and remain 
on location and continue ministry. We are reminded again and 
again that we don’t know what tomorrow will bring and as 
followers of Christ we ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15).  

Looking ahead 
Mission is changing as a result of COVID-19. Time will tell 
which changes are temporary and which will become part of 
the landscape of mission into the future. But the commission 
from the Lord Jesus remains the same, to make disciples of 
all nations. Whatever lies ahead, we remain committed to 
our theological and missiological convictions, including the 
necessity for people to hear the gospel and be discipled in 
their heart language. We continue to recruit, train and send 
missionaries to cross cultures to see a world that knows Jesus.   

Throughout history, pandemics have been catalysts for 
sudden and significant change. Some have suggested that 
this pandemic may signal the final end to several hundred 
years of European/Western dominance in mission, although 
realistically it is too early to say this with any certainty. The 
non-western church has been numerically larger than the 
western church for a number of decades, but money and 
power have largely been held in western hands. Who will lead 
the church in the new era? Has the pandemic hastened the 
shift to polycentric mission—that is, mission that genuinely 
happens ‘from everywhere to everywhere?’  

Images, top to bottom: Kellie Nicholas in Japan teaching ‘Learning Biblical Theology’ at a KGK training event in 
Kansai, the Haddons and Charles in Chile have a ZOOM CEP meeting, the Puffets in France with members of 
Amis des Étudiants du Monde (Friends of Students of the World, or AEM).
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We are asking how traditional mission models will fit within 
a post-COVID world. What might need to change? Travel 
may be more expensive. Visas are likely to be harder to attain 
and retain. Western mission agencies may be under greater 
financial strain. Surveillance of foreigners may increase, 
bringing greater risks to missionaries.  

In fact, these changes have been underway for some time but 
may have accelerated due to COVID. 

Such changes could be viewed negatively, and indeed may 
make it harder for us to do mission the way we have in the 
past. We will need greater flexibility and adaptability. But these 
changes may also bring about good outcomes, such as a rise in 
the indigenisation of mission. One example is the expansion 
of our Co-Mission Partner program. Through this program 
we now support a growing number of key global leaders and 
indigenous mission movements, including support for three 
Aboriginal teachers at Nungalinya College in Darwin.  

Technology and mission 
The pandemic has also forced us to develop our ability to 
do mission online. Digital mission is no longer an option 
but a necessity. Of course, digital mission enables us to cross 
boundaries in ways that are not possible physically. We must 
adapt to technology in mission or we will be left behind. 
However, in our enthusiasm for digital mission, we also 
need to be cognisant of two things: 

Firstly, our theological and missiological conviction is that 
people need to hear the gospel and be discipled in their 
local language. There may be a push, post-COVID, to do 
more ministry online in English. COVID has broken down 
barriers to working online, but we cannot use it as an excuse 
to not do ministry in local language. 

Secondly, for most of the world there is still limited or no 
internet, and large proportions of the population are illiterate 
or semi-literate. Technology will play a greater role in mission 
going forward and we may need to recruit missionaries with 
media and internet skills, but technology will not replace the 
value of long-term workers, on the ground. 

Rejoice, pray, support, go! 
Paul and Silas found themselves in a difficult lockdown in a 
Philippian jail. But they did not despair. In fact, they rejoiced. 
Will you rejoice today that even during the pandemic, the 
gospel is bearing fruit in unexpected places? Will you pray 
confidently, believing that God will use this pandemic to 
build his church around the world? Far from mission being 
on hold, CMS is pressing forward to send more missionaries 
to reach gospel- poor peoples and grow strong and faithful 
Christian leaders. Will you support this great work? There 
are as many opportunities to serve God overseas today as 
ever. Will you consider going? In all things let us look to 
God who can do more than we ask or imagine.

The mission of God, and therefore of CMS, 
continues through crisis and pandemic. Will 
you give generously to support the work of 
CMS missionaries? give.cms.org.au

give
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CMS workers Bruce and Libby have served long-term in Nepal. Here Bruce speaks 
of his involvement in the country’s medical response to the pandemic, as well as the 
challenge of trusting God through this time. 

The first COVID case in Nepal was reported in late January 
2020, a student returning from Wuhan who recovered quickly. 
In mid-February, the Nepal government brought home 
175 students stranded in Hubei, but it seemed it would be 
contained. However, the increasing images from Europe of 
hospitals overrun with serious cases increased fear and anxiety 
in Nepal. 

Initial response 
At Green Pastures Hospital in Pokhara, where I was serving 
as medical superintendent, we started making plans focusing 
on protecting staff and patients. Many with disabilities and 
chronic diseases were at increased risk. Our first response 
task force meeting happened just four days prior to the 
government announcing a nationwide lockdown (which 
would continue for 120 days). 

The early days were difficult. Many in-patients were sent 
home, the outpatients’ clinic was closed, and fever patients 
were triaged in a tent at the front of the hospital. The hospital 
faced financial problems due to decreased demand. The 
lockdowns also had a huge impact on the livelihoods and 
health of vulnerable people such as daily labourers who 
couldn’t earn income, and those with chronic medical 
conditions. Public transport was shut down, which meant that 
people with disabilities couldn’t access adequate health care. 
Women and children faced increased risk of domestic violence. 
We also had several scares in our hospital as patients developed 
sudden COVID-like fevers. This caused anxiety among the 
staff, but enabled us to refine our procedures.  

Always learning 
In all this, we have experienced God’s gracious protection 
and provision, and continue to learn to take one day at a time 
and trust the one who is in control when so much seems out 
of control. 

Navigating a chronic ongoing disaster has been a constant 
learning experience. We westerners want to plan for all 
contingencies (in other words, ‘take control’), while most 
Nepalis prefer dealing with the immediate as it happens. 
There is a Nepali proverb which says: ‘Don’t ask directions 
to a village you are not going to’.  

Caring for others 
It has been so important to continue to care for the poor and 
marginalised, who suffer even more in times like the COVID 
outbreak and lockdowns, and miss out on support. Amidst a 
crisis, we try to see ourselves as God’s hands and feet to meet 
the needs of those around us (like the church in Acts 11:27-
30). Our church distributed food and essential items to 204 
families, seeking to demonstrate God’s compassion for people 
in need. 

We have appreciated the opportunities to interact online. 
When our church started Zoom services, it gave opportunity 
to invite to our home a family who (like about half the 
church) could not access the internet otherwise. It was 
a blessing to deepen fellowship with them, but also very 
challenging as the needs of the poor, contrasted with our 
‘wealth’, were very evident.  

At a personal level, the centrality of prayer and dependence on 
God for all things has been reinforced. The words of James 
4:13-16—“if the Lord wills…” have become a more common 
preface now! We pray this is a permanent change in our 
thinking and living.

Bruce comments on the striking contrast 
between the needs of the poor and the 
relative wealth of others. You can support CMS 
workers like Bruce and Libby who are seeking 
to serve others in word and deed to support 
those in need. Go to give.cms.org.au

give

A doctor’s RESPONSE
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CMS workers L and J minister to international students in a region that has 
undergone significant COVID lockdown. What challenges have they faced, and 
what opportunities have come? 

We minister alongside international students. Here is 
what one Nigerian student, Theophilus, said about his 
experience of the pandemic:  

A year of exhaustion and struggle 
Our own experience working of alongside students 
like Theophilus is that the past year has been similarly 
exhausting. We have spent much of the time indoors 
on a high floor apartment with our large family, and a 
student and her baby—born as the pandemic kicked 
off. Many students have gone home and ended up 
stuck there. Those who stayed were restricted to their 
campuses for months. 

The light shines in the darkness 
I doubt it is a coincidence that God has allowed us to 
see the ugliness of sin—the beauty of and need for 
Jesus becomes so much clearer when there is so much 
darkness. I’ve been helped by the words of Diane 
Langberg, a Christian psychologist who deals with 
trauma. She speaks of how real mission happens in 
the darkness. Jesus is the light of the world; Christians 
shine his light into the world’s darkness. 

Even in small ways this shining of the light has been 
possible here. But it is costly, and we are very aware of 
the spiritual opposition to this work. 

Effect on students 
Where we now minister there are fewer international 
students from certain countries, and this has changed 
the immediate student culture in which we are operating. 
Some of our Pakistani friends here are now more 
interested in learning about the Bible, whereas before 
the community around them in East Asia offered its own 
pressures.  

We have observed that people who are less connected 
back home, or are more ambitious, have stayed on, 
 rather than return to their country of origin.  

Many students have run into visa issues, and their 
scholarships have ended, but flights to depart have 
increased in price. They are stuck with limited options. 
This allows for some outreach, but the numbers of 
Christians able to help directly has also diminished 
during lockdown. Many students have suffered with 
mental health challenges, yet no one has been able to 
reach out to offer help. We have lost many of our small 
group leaders and other ministry leaders. 

We mentioned Theophilus at the beginning of the article. 
His final message is one of hope:  

The lockdown was really a moment to fear. But rather 
than feeding that fear, it was time to meditate on God’s 
words and promises and feed my faith. It’s also been a 
time for me to pray, especially for the world. The world 
needs all manner of prayers even beyond this virus 
pandemic. Because of God’s goodness I believe this time 
shall pass.  

Pray for those to whom L and J are 
ministering, like Theophilus, that they will 
maintain hope and trust in the God who 
provides. 

pray

STUDENT MINISTRY 
UNDER LOCKDOWN

When Coronavirus cases were reported in other cities, 
overnight all religious and public gatherings were 
banned here. Then the shock of early February 2020 
was the message: “Students are no longer allowed to 
leave the university campus until further notice.” 
I wasn’t allowed to meet my new church family and 
friends, or go out to buy fruit and other necessities, or 
even visit other international student dormitories within 
my university. It was like I was stopped from living.
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*Name changed due to privacy reasons.

CMS workers Derk and Susan made the deliberate decision to stay serving in 
Pakistan where, alongside their fellow believers, they have continued to see God 
working in the midst of Coronavirus. Derk writes: 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose (Romans 8:28).” This promise has been an 
important reminder to us as we serve here in Pakistan. 

Many Pakistanis live with continual waves of sickness and 
severe physical challenges in their daily lives. By comparison, 
COVID has not seemed of great consequence. The death 
rate is low, and there are many more pressing matters to 
worry about.  

Yet for those who are directly affected, Coronavirus hits gut-
wrenchingly hard. Haniya* helps in our house on a Friday 
morning. At the time of writing, her father has just died of 
suspected COVID-19. Her family is grieving.  

COVID ministry impacts 
Derk had been privileged to preach regularly at our local 
church until COVID. But since March 2020, we have 
not been able to attend our local fellowship, located in a 
congested part of the city where no restrictions are observed. 

Before COVID, Susan was teaching Biblical Studies at a local 
school each Friday. It was a joy to teach such enthusiastic 
students and teachers, who were growing in the knowledge 
and love of God. However, schools were closed for months 
in 2020 and this teaching opportunity was also removed.  

Opportunities to show God’s grace 
In this time of struggle, there are continuing opportunities 
to show God’s grace. Many families connected with 
the school where Susan teaches are in great need. Some 
family members had worked at the local brick kilns under 
deplorable conditions. But when those kilns shut down 
due to COVID, everyone who worked there lost their very 
small incomes. And yet, we have seen God provide support 
for these people in their time of need.  

The decision to stay 
In 2020, and after much prayerful deliberation, we 
decided to stay on the campus where we work until the 
end of the semester, though we had been advised to leave. 
We considered it was good to stay and be a part of this 
community even if we could not be together in person. 
Relationships are of great importance in displaying the 
love of Christ.  

This crisis also gave us the opportunity to assess the 
reasons we first came to Pakistan. We decided to take 
whatever precautions were possible, and remain. We 
hoped—and still hope—to show our commitment and 
love for friends and the families in our community. 
Several local people thanked us for remaining during this 
time. We thank God for this opportunity. 

REASONS TO STAY
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Image: Home Bible study via Zoom.

One excellent way of caring for CMS missionaries is 
to find out more about the conditions in which they 
work and the people amongst whom they serve. 
Why not do some background research on how 
Pakistan has dealt with the Coronavirus crisis? 

care

Gospel opportunities have continued 
Student ministry in person has been closed since March last 
year, when Susan had only just begun some training courses 
with students. This has led to experimentation with Zoom 
Bible studies (rather unpopular!), short videos of Bible talks, 
written Bible reflections, prayer times, testimony talks, and 
anything else to help students connect with each other and 
develop a love of God and his word. 

During the year, as the Zoom culture grew, Susan and our 
daughter (back in Australia) began leading Bible studies (via 
Zoom) on Philippians and Hosea. These group studies led 
on to opportunities to talk about the nature and work of 
Jesus with Gulnar*, a good friend of Susan’s. Gulnar in turn 
became very eager to also begin one-to-one Bible studies via 
Zoom—which have now switched to in-person, including 
over family dinners. Rich conversations have ensued. These 
have brought tremendous joy and led to new relationships 
with other members of Gulnar’s family.   

God is always at work 
Coronavirus has granted us the opportunity to seek God 
more, to pray and reflect more upon his word together 
as husband and wife, to remember that nothing thwarts 
his redemptive purposes and actions in Christ. God’s 
work continues even while we are forced to be quiet 
and still; he does indeed work all things for the good 
of those who love him. We have become more aware 
of the great fears and ongoing sufferings of our local 
brothers and sisters. May God continue to give us 
opportunities to help and serve in this crisis.

Coronavirus has granted us the 
opportunity to seek God more... 
to remember that nothing thwarts 
his redemptive purposes and 
actions in Christ.

REASONS TO STAY
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CMS missionaries David and Prue Boyd have ministered 
in DR Congo for many years, but due to COVID and other 
complications write this from Australia. They are clear 
about the risks and costs, but are praying that they 
might return to location. Here David explains why. 

READY to 
RETURN?
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Life can take some unexpected turns, as billions have found 
out afresh during 2020. We came back to Australia from DR 
Congo in October 2019 for medical reasons, and we are still 
stuck here. 

During our time in Australia due to the pandemic, we have 
been able to do some useful things related to our ministries, 
using modern technology—Prue answered audiological 
questions via WhatsApp, while I have translated Bible studies 
related to COVID, which can be distributed via WhatsApp. 
However, these have been limited because only a very small 
proportion of the population in DR Congo have smartphones, 
and internet access is slow, expensive and limited, as it is for 
billions of others in the world.  

We believe in people
The precise reason that CMS sends people resources—rather 
than just funding or other resources—is that we believe that 
the personal and relational are crucially important to moving 
people forward in their relationship with God. God himself 
came to earth as a man, and we seek to imitate him. Our 
long-term commitments to learning culture and language 
are based on this same truth. 

Cross-cultural mission is one natural outcome of Jesus’ 
identification with us in taking on human nature. He 

“became flesh” (John 1:14) with all its limitations, in order 
to bring humanity back into relationship with God. If God 
loves all people and wants to make himself known as Lord 
over all the earth, then Christians—those who have found a 
new relationship with God through Jesus—will want to be 
part of his purposes by imitating Jesus. After the resurrection, 
Jesus commissioned his followers with the words in John 
20:21: “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” So our 
commission follows in a direct line from that of Jesus—to 
make incarnate, within our human limitations, the love and 
redemptive purposes of God. 

The challenge of the pandemic
The pandemic has challenged us: can you develop, maintain 
and grow deep missional relationships via technology?

In times of constrained travel and in considering dangerous 
locations, this is a crucial question.

Our answer, in relation to DR Congo: not much, when the 
technology is so expensive and difficult to access.  

But CMS colleagues connected to other countries have been 
able to continue group meetings, to preach and teach, and 
to encourage others, all of it online. So, it varies. And the 
challenges for us in maintaining ministries via the internet 
mean that we want to get back to location as soon as we can. 

Placing the pandemic in perspective

To place the COVID challenge in context, our experiences 
as long-term CMS missionaries have included:

•  severe nation-wide looting in 1992 (we had to evacuate 
across to Rwanda and commute back and forth daily to 
our house in DRC (former Zaïre) for a month); 

•  the Rwanda genocide in 1994, resulting in a refugee crisis 
in DRC, with hundreds of thousands of refugees living in 
the open in the town, including on land next to us. We had 
people isolating in a tent in our front garden due to cholera, 
so that they could have fast access to our outside toilet. We 
lived with the confronting knowledge that those crowds 
included thousands of murderers; 

•   the following two years of extended crisis, in a war zone, 
with the refugees in camps close to the border and our 
town, and thus skirmishes happening and, at times, 
bullets and mortar rounds being fired from Rwanda over 
our house; and 

•   in our second term of service (from 2014) we were able to 
stay during the Ebola crisis, even when it reached Bukavu. 

What the pandemic now means for us

Nonetheless, it is COVID that has caused us by far the 
greatest disruption. We find ourselves still in Australia after 
an unexpected year and a half out of DR Congo. Several 
times, we have started to make plans and bookings to return, 
but signs of new COVID spikes in DRC and Rwanda 
(through which we travel to reach Bukavu), with their threat 
of lockdowns and border closures, have caused caution and 
delays. So also have a couple of personal health issues (now 
dealt with) which popped up for us and for our travelling 
companions from WA. And recently, we decided together 
with CMS that the wisest course is for us to stay in Australia 
until we are vaccinated. This will give us much greater 
freedom when we do return, and peace of mind to us and 
our families. But, more waiting… 

Patience in uncertainty?
There will still be a certain level of risk in returning to DR Congo. 
If one or both of us gets COVID (despite being vaccinated), 
then we will be stuck and not able to cross any borders. We 
will have limited treatment options. We have 3 children and 
11 grandchildren, and there has already been one extremely 
traumatic death in the family. So, what is our responsibility in 
that situation? We take the words of Jesus concerning putting 
him before family seriously, but how should that work out in 
practice? We continue to try to think through that. 

Do we trust God to bring good from whatever happens? Yes. 
Will this mean that, in worldly terms, we will remain healthy 
and prosper? No. God’s perspective is far longer and wider 
than that. We try to wait with patience and allow him to lead 
us in the next steps. 

Pray that God would guide and protect the 
Boyds as they seek to return and continue 
their ministry in DR Congo. 

pray
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CMS missionaries Ian and Jenny Wood are teachers at Nungalinya College 
in Darwin, a theological college for Indigenous students. Their first year of 
ministry in North Australia coincided with the arrival of the Coronavirus. 

In February 2020, Jenny and I set out for Numbulwar on 
the Arnhem Land coast, to learn. We’d just arrived in the 
Northern Territory. The plan was to teach at Nungalinya 
College in Darwin. But, outside term time, most students 
live in communities like Numbulwar, so experiencing life 
there was an obvious place for us to begin this learning. 

A positive start 
We had Kriol language and culture to learn, and much more. 
Greg Anderson—Anglican Bishop of the Diocese of the 
Northern Territory and former CMS missionary—has a long 
history with Numbulwar, so he was well placed to introduce 
us. By the time he flew out, we had a program and a plan, 
and we were optimistic.  

Within a couple of weeks, we were joining in church and 
evening fellowship, exploring the possibilities of small 
groups, and spending time with people.  

The news was full of bushfires on the east coast of Australia, 
interspersed with stories of a strange new disease in Wuhan, 
China. 

To stay or go? 
We’d been in Numbulwar a little less than six weeks when 
everything changed. The remote Northern Territory was 
divided into biosecurity zones. If we left our zone, we would 
not be able to return. We felt the importance of keeping 
remote communities as COVID-safe as we could. Many 
local activities and ministries were cancelled. Small groups 
and evening fellowship were on hold. Church was small, 
outdoors, and distanced.  

We questioned whether it was worthwhile staying in 
Numbulwar. With cultural activities not happening, it would 
be less easy to learn the things we’d come to learn. Without 
small groups or evening fellowship, it would be much more 
difficult to make the connections we were seeking with people. 

After long discussions with CMS and others, we stayed, but 
in a changed regime. We continued language study, although 
most of our conversations were still in English. Most days we 
would head into town. Most days we’d fall into conversation 
with people, and often ended up praying with them. 

The mission advantage 
Numbulwar was established in the 1950s as a CMS mission, 
and we found that being CMS missionaries meant we were 
positively received. Any day, we could easily wind up sitting 
on the beach or in someone’s front yard, surrounded by 
dogs and neighbours, and just talking. 

We had conversations about the COVID rules and how 
to apply them. People were also keen to discuss how the 
pandemic fitted with God’s goodness and his care for his 
people. There were questions about plagues in the Bible, 
and signs of Jesus’ return.  

We both tried to have one-to-one Bible studies with people—
out in the open, and with distancing. We managed it to a 
limited extent.  

We went to Numbulwar to learn, and by the time we flew 
out in June, we’d learned a lot. We’d experienced life in 
a remote community while it was under special kinds of 
stress. We’d seen the resilience of Christian believers in 
a struggling church. We’d been with people working out 
how their hope in Christ shaped how they thought about 
things here and now. We had glimpses into how people 
in Numbulwar talk about health, sickness, rules, stresses, 
evidence and experience. We ourselves have had experiences 
and conversations to digest for a long time to come.

CMS values training and emphasises the 
importance of learning language and culture. 
Your support of CMS enables us to invest in 
extensive and ongoing training for missionaries 
so they can be better equipped to share Jesus. 
Please give at give.cms.org.au

give

UNEXPECTED
LESSONS
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CMS missionaries Sam and Shan-Shan Chrisp are in the refreshing context of a 
country where COVID did not spread as expected. Sam writes that even in Taiwan 
they have still been discussing questions of why God allows the suffering that 
COVID has caused. 

In the early days of the COVID outbreak, scientists predicted 
Taiwan would be the second worst hit country in the world. 
Since Taiwan is a small island next door to China with lots 
of business and tourism connections, the virus appeared very 
quickly on our shores. Every day people nervously checked 
their phones for the government’s regular updates on COVID 
case statistics, to see if there was further spread. 

Crisis averted 
But, thanks to swift action by the Taiwan government, the 
virus was contained quickly, and the predicted outbreak 
did not transpire. Strict quarantine for new arrivals into 
the country is now standard, with mobile phone location 
tracking, expensive fines, and police enforcement. As a result, 
the country has never needed to enter lockdown, and life has 
mostly gone on as normal. Mask wearing and temperature 
checking has been part of everyday life for over a year now. 

Taiwanese people are creative as well as cooperative. Mobile 
apps were built to help people find the nearest shop with 
masks in stock to buy. And at one point the National Health 
Minister used his daily press briefing to demonstrate how to 
use a rice cooker to sterilise a mask for re-use!1

Ministry continues  
Most Christians in Taiwan have tried to be above reproach in 
following government guidelines and respecting the hard work 
needed to keep the country safe. Some churches ceased meeting 
for a time, out of caution. But most have now returned to 
meeting in person with appropriate measures in place.  

For us, serving here in Taiwan, we’re thankful that we’ve 
been able to continue meeting with people and attending 
church. We’ve also had opportunities for conversations with 
our non-Christian friends. Some questions we’ve been asked 
or thought about are: 

“Why is this happening?” 

“Why did Italy suffer so much? Aren’t they supposed to be a 
Christian country?” 

“What does it mean to say God is sovereign in the face of this?” 

Greatest need, to know Jesus 
In response, we’ve tried to explain how God made this world 
good, but it’s been broken by sin (Romans 8:20), and so the 
suffering and struggles we face are part of living in a world 
that is in rebellion against God. And we share about God’s 
great plan to fix this world completely—to renew all things 
through his suffering servant who will deal with sin (Isaiah 
11 & 65). 

Well, in theory anyway. For me, thinking about how to 
respond is one thing, and managing to communicate is 
another. For questions like these, I often think of what I 
want to say in English, start speaking in Chinese, but then I 
realise halfway through there’s a key concept I don’t how to 
translate into Chinese yet! It’s a humbling experience, and 
pushes us to listen more, and pray more, as we keep growing 
in language and culture.  

So please keep praying for Taiwan, and for us as we serve here. 
No matter how well Taiwanese people protect themselves 
from COVID, they still need to know and follow Jesus! 

Thank God that Taiwan has been largely 
spared from the pandemic and pray that 
Taiwanese people will indeed know and 
follow Jesus. 

pray

1www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3910853

MISSION  IN TAIWAN

...we’ve tried to explain how 
God made this world good, 
but it’s been broken by sin.
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tension
CMS missionaries Nick and Kysha Davies serve in Peru, which has suffered 
high casualties and near economic disaster from COVID-19. They reflect on the 
faith of fellow believers, and some uncomfortable blessings, during this time. 

We felt and continue to feel an acute tension between 
our own experience, and that of our Peruvian brothers 
and sisters, as (at the time of writing) Coronavirus again 
spreads through this hardest-hit Latin American country. 

As the pandemic settled over Peru, the churches were 
stretched to their limits of physical and spiritual support 
for the vulnerable. A country where the vast majority 
live day to day, Peru experienced the continent’s strictest 
lockdown. No work, minimal government support.  

No incomes meant no giving to support the work of 
pastors. So for months then, and again now, we have 
received prayer requests by message and in prayer 
meetings about families fearing death, desperate 
searches for oxygen and beds, and great sadness. And 
yet their faith was firm. “We trust in the Lord.” Month 
after month after month. “The Lord is faithful.” 

The discomfort of blessing 
We experienced all this, however, while locked down 
in our amply provisioned, middle-class flat, watching 
the online transmission of our large, well-equipped 
Peruvian church, and blessed with more Latin 
American MOCLAM students than any other year, 
through Zoom. 

The difference stood out as we did our best to 
electronically sympathise with friends, MOCLAM 
partners, and networks. But while churches in the outer 
districts of Lima banded together to set up community 
soup kitchens and distribute supplies, we pondered 
Zoom subscription options. In the provinces, money 
was scraped together to buy radio time to broadcast 
church to isolated congregation members—we chilled 
with Netflix.  

Plodding through lockdown  
With no extended family locally, our sphere of concern 
was just us. We plodded along with ministry over the 
remainder of 2020. As the lockdown slowly led into 
relaxation of various restrictions, the tension between 
our experience and that of our brothers and sisters was 
inescapable, and uncomfortable. 

What set this tension into even more stark relief was 
the knowledge that all the teaching we could do was 
because of the same plodding along that distanced us 
from our friends’ day-to-day life. We could spend all 
our time preparing lessons, teaching classes, and helping 
other groups to begin despite the pandemic. We could 
do all this because we were merely inconvenienced by 
COVID-19, while every day Peruvian Christians clung 
to God in loving service of him, proclaiming Christ and 
showing his love despite terrible trials. 

As we write this at the beginning of 2021, Peru is 
potentially facing the same again: the ICUs are full 
and vaccines are far away. We pray that God would be 
merciful. Should God permit this wave to continue, 
we are praying he will keep us thankful—both for his 
provision in all things, and for the students we will 
be teaching. We’ll plod along. But above all, we’ll 
be praying that our Peruvian brothers and sisters 
would continue being firmly faithful, eyes on Jesus, 
strengthened by his Spirit through the knowledge of 
their hope in him.  

Pray with Nick and Kysha for Peruvian 
believers to persevere, and for the 
nation of Peru as it struggles to 
contain the virus and recovers from the 
emotional and social toll of widespread 
deaths and economic hardship.  

pray

IN COMFORT
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Image: Karen and Mike Roe with Mitchell and Amelia, 
serving in South Africa

Where will you serve?  
cms.org.au/opportunitiesCMS is looking for Christians who will serve across cultures. 

https://www.cms.org.au/get-involved/opportunities/


*All names changed due to privacy reasons.

CMS missionary Gillian Law works alongside university students in Italy. As one of 
the countries hit early and hard by COVID, Gillian and others have encountered both 
opportunity and fatigue. 

Italy was one of the first countries to be severely hit by 
the pandemic. What started as isolation of a few towns in 
the north became closure of all universities and schools, 
followed shortly by a national lockdown. 

Although some students were afraid, lockdown responses 
were mixed: solidarity for the sake of the country, 
enthusiasm because of the novelty, and a general belief that 
the situation would be resolved within a few months.  

An unquarantined gospel 
Gruppi Biblici Universitari (GBU), which exists to minister 
the gospel among university students in Italy responded 
with this principle: the gospel cannot be quarantined. 
Working with tech savvy youth, it was not hard to move 
ministries online. Soon one-to-one Bible reading, prayer 
meetings, and weekly Bible studies were on screen. GBU 
held national prayer evenings, apologetics talks, and our 
national conference, all online. 

We discovered benefits. Rome is large and transport is poor, 
so when we moved online, we saw people participating in 
GBU who hadn’t joined before.  

•  Sofia’s* timetable clashed with the Bible study at her uni. 
She was able to participate at another campus without 
needing to travel.  

•  Camilla, a non-believer in her final year, loved reading 
the Bible but had stopped, and left the GBU. Thanks to 
the lockdown she was able to return, simply by logging in 
from home. She said, “How good is it to read the Bible in 
a year of great anxiety?” 

•  Andrew, an international student, joined us for the first 
time during lockdown, having found us via social media.

Fatigue 
But as the pandemic has continued, fatigue has set in. 

We can’t drink coffee or eat together—both crucial 
for social engagement in Italy. We can’t do 
the chit-chat that informally builds 
relationships among us. Some 
students have been around for 

a year now, but I only know them as faces on a screen. There 
are students I haven’t seen since 2019. We’ve lost students 
who don’t want to attend another online meeting. First years 
haven’t met their classmates and so haven’t grasped the vision 
to share the gospel with uni friends. 

How tempting it is at this time to believe that success in 
ministry is based on appearance: good numbers, flashy events, 
chatter on social media. Instead, I’m reminded that the God 
who leaves 99 sheep to look for the one who is lost, rejoices 
when one person takes steps in the direction towards Christ.  

•  Francesca contacted two friends to ask them to read the 
Bible with her. Of the two, Antonio has joined the weekly 
Bible study via Zoom. He has many questions! 

•  Jenny, an international student from a closed Asian country 
has taken the opportunity while in Italy to investigate 
Christianity. We connect weekly to read John’s gospel.  

Struggle with rejoicing 
Life this side of heaven will always be characterised by 
struggle. We recently studied the prophet Habakkuk, and 
while his context was very different, we asked, like him, 

“How long O Lord?” With him we too have learned to say, 
“Though the fig tree does not bud, and there is no fruit on 
the vines” (Habakkuk 3:17-18) ... and we can’t meet together, 
and passing exams online is too hard, and our parents have 
lost their jobs, and a relative has died from COVID—yet we 
will rejoice in the God of our salvation. 

GBU responded with this principle: 
the gospel cannot be quarantined.

A hand-written note or card is a rare joy when 
all are forced onto their screens. Consider 

writing a personal card or letter to one of 
the missionaries you are praying for. 

care

PANDEMIC fatigue
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people watching our service from around the world. Previous 
members joined us, and our service was shared with non-
believing friends and family. One week, the YouTube 
algorithm ‘kicked in’—the service was ‘recommended viewing’ 
and we had over 4000 views that week. Praise the Lord!  

Answered prayers 
In December 2020, we asked CMS supporters to pray 
about how many people would be allowed into church over 
Christmas. On 20 December, the Singapore government 
raised the number from 100 people to 150. St George’s 
increased the number of Christmas services, with seven 
services over a 26-hour period, and a total of 1080 people 
attending. Without the restrictions being lifted, only 700 
people would have been permitted. This answer to prayer 
meant that Christians could celebrate in person and non-
Christians could hear the gospel and be challenged to respond.  

Our experience of COVID-19 has differed from much of 
the world. Singapore has been spared the high casualties and 
economic disaster that has been felt in many nations. There 
have been limitations and restrictions, but God has made a 
way for us to continue preaching, speaking and living out 
the gospel. We praise God for this and pray that our world 
will seek the mercy offered through Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We continue to work for a world that knows Jesus. 

CMS missionaries Ian and Narelle Hadfield serve at St George’s, a large international 
church in Singapore. Ian describes how, despite COVID restrictions prohibiting many 
in-person ministries, God’s word continued to go out.  

Paul’s instruction to Timothy to “preach the word in season 
and out of season” was the foundation of our approach to 
the Coronavirus pandemic. It encouraged us to respond to 
changes, but not stop preaching the word. 

Serving Singapore from Australia 
After visiting family in Australia in early 2020, Narelle was 
unable to return to Singapore as the country went into 
lockdown (locally called a ‘circuit breaker’). Her four-month 
absence was well spent—she continued her involvement in 
ministry in Singapore almost as if she had been there.  

Despite the distance, Narelle was able to help with the 
online toddler-time program. She also taught a preliminary 
theological certificate via Zoom and was able to contribute 
to our (pre-recorded) church service via YouTube. 

New connections 
Not only Narelle, but St George’s members living around 
the world could also participate. Online discussions, held 
before and after every service, enabled conversations 
between people who would not normally talk. These 
weren’t superficial chats, but reflections and thoughts about 
issues raised in the sermon. The discussion time would end 
in prayer for one another. We give thanks to God that in a 
time of isolation, relationships were growing, built around 
Jesus and living for him.  

Growth despite limitations 
During the COVID restrictions, St George’s was able to 
expand the way we reach people with the gospel and build 
up the church. We ran online courses during the circuit 
breaker and more people participated than would have 
attended an in–person event, including some from overseas.  

The church also started a midweek service for those in a 
vulnerable age and health group.  

Our pre-COVID Sunday services drew about 500 people 
each week. When we went online, we usually had 1000 

Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 
patience and careful instruction. 
 
2 Timothy 4:2 

Ask God to raise up CMS missionaries who 
will be able to share the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ on location for many years. 

pray

UNSE ASONAL BLESSINGS
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CMS missionaries Dave and Beck 
McIntyre serve as part of Mondo 
Bible Church in Japan. Here they 
talk about the challenges, benefits 
and opportunities that COVID-19 
has brought to their church. 

Planning has turned from a science into an art since COVID 
came to town. The nation known for trains that arrive on the 
minute, if not the second, has had to come to terms with a 
world where nothing can be planned for certain. The smiling 
mascots and sporting heroes in advertisements were a sad 
reminder that even the Tokyo Olympics had to be postponed.  

The pandemic confronted our churches with a major problem. 
For us the issue of space had already been acute because of the 
noise, and Sunday School and service preparation getting in 
each other’s way. Now, it would be a health risk as well. 

At Mondo Bible Church, the steering committee has its 
annual planning day in January for the 12 months starting in 
April. As the committee—led by senior minister Tokunaga 
Sensei—looked back over 2020, event after event had a line 
through it, a reminder of the effects of COVID-19.  

No potluck meal to welcome new people, as eating together 
was not allowed.  

No special outreach event as large groups were (and still are) 
a no-no.  

No camps. 

It became clear we wouldn’t be doing many of those things 
in 2021 either. 

A chance to rethink 
Yet, to be honest, I wasn’t that disappointed. As missionaries, 
we come as outsiders and tend to question how things are 
done. (Sometimes too much).  

Prior to COVID, many church events have seemed to happen 
simply because they were in the calendar the year before. This 
can be reassuring, especially in a country like Japan which 
values routine and order. But the opportunity to talk about 
why we do something tends to get lost because if it’s in the 
calendar, surely—the thinking goes—there must be a good 
reason for it. 

Now there has been a new openness to talk about change, 
because it’s all changed anyway.  

There has been a new openness to 
talk about change, because it’s all 
changed anyway.

C
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Before COVID, over 60 people were coming to church on 
a Sunday morning, and close to 90 on special occasions like 
Easter in a space a little over 60 square metres. It had seemed 
long overdue to talk about multiple services. But bringing 
this up had not been easy because many people at church 
have never experienced a church with more than one service. 
Wouldn’t it split the church? 

With COVID, our church took the step firstly of moving to 
Zoom-based services and stopping physical meetings for a 
while.  

Then later, as we formed plans for how to return to physical 
meetings, it quickly became apparent that beginning multiple 
services was the best way forward.  

Benefits of change 
One benefit of moving to Zoom was that the preachers 
needed to send the text of the sermon beforehand so those 
who couldn’t join on Zoom could at least read the text. 
Eri, a young mother at church said, “I used to miss a lot of 
it with the kids. Now, I think I’m being blessed more by the 
teaching.” 

As case numbers settled down after the Japanese summer, 
Mondo moved to have three services each Sunday. Traditional 
at 10:30am, contemporary at 2pm, and a small evening service 
at 5pm. 

The benefits of multiple services were clear. Those setting 
up for morning service were more relaxed because they 
didn’t have to dodge kids at Sunday School. Kids and parents 
were happy because there was more space and less worry 
that they would get in someone’s way. It was easier to have 
a conversation because fewer people were in the building.  

Kids’ ministry changed. We had to do a kids’ talk during 
the Zoom service and prepare craft or other activities that 
they could do at home. When we came back to physical 
gatherings, the new creativity helped to make the kids’ 
ministry time more fun.  

Challenges of change 
There were and are major challenges as well.  

How were we to minister to congregation members who 
didn’t have good internet access, or the elderly members 
who find it difficult to use computers? These also happened 
to be the most vulnerable members of the congregation. 
Our solution? We recorded the service and made audio CDs 
that were delivered to members who couldn’t come. 
That also provided a chance to visit people on a Sunday. 

Communicating the content of the service was and 
is only part of the challenge. Yuko, one of those who 
gathers for early morning prayer each week, said it was a 
hard time because no-one knew how other people were 
going. “Someone could be really struggling, and we just 
wouldn’t know.” As a church, we are starting to address this. 

Conversations with our pastor, Tokunaga Sensei, and others 
seem to show the need for more regular small gatherings. 

In recent months Beck’s Bible Study group have realised 
the importance of regular fellowship, so are moving from 
meeting monthly to fortnightly. This is a big step in Japan 
where everyone feels busy and pressed for time.  

Up until COVID, with only one Sunday gathering, the 
rest of the day was free for other activities like missionary 
deputations, picnics, hikes and meetings. With an afternoon 
and evening service, that time is no longer available. Yet 
this has a positive aspect. We are thinking through how and 
why we do things at church. How do we gather? Why is 
that important? It seems that this is God’s plan: to cause us 
to think about why we gather as a church, and how to work 
together for a Japan that knows Jesus.

Consider sending a message to encourage 
the McIntyres, and give thanks with them for 
the opportunities for change that God has 
given in this time. You might share some of the 
challenges and changes that your own church 
has been through during COVID. 

care

Read more online...
CMS missionaries have worked in Japan 
for many years. Read this recent article 
by Graham and Cathy Smith about the 
valuable long-term partnership with 
Japanese university work. 

Images: top; Dave conducting our Christmas service via online church, 
bottom; a member of Beck’s ladies Bible study has her baptism live streamed. 
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PERCY LESKE

We praise God for 
Percy Leske, who died 
in February aged 94. 

Percy worked with CMS from 1951 
in the NT. He married Betty in 1953. 
From 1954 until 1968 Percy was 
Superintendent at Ngukurr (Roper 
River). He later became senior minister 
in Numbulwar, then ministered at  
St Peter’s Darwin until 1984. 

Percy also served as vicar of Winchelsea, 
Vic then later in North West Australia. In 
retirement, Percy ministered in Willunga, 
SA and Seaford, Vic.

May God comfort Betty and children 
Ruth, Helen, Graeme and Kathryn as 
they remember Percy’s life.   

MARY 
ROBERTS

We give thanks for the 
life and service of Mary 

Roberts who died in April this year.  

Born in Canada, Mary was sent by the 
Anglican Church (Canada) to serve 
in India in 1957. She met her future 
husband Reg (d. 2017) in 1958 and 
they served together as CMS Australia 
missionaries in India and then Pakistan 
until 1977.  

We pray for God’s comfort for their 
children Carol, Rosemary and James.  

DAVID VINEY

We thank God for 
David Viney, who died 
aged 88 on 17 January 

in Tugun, QLD. He and his wife Tasma 
(d. 2015) devoted their lives to God’s 
service at Numbulwar in Arnhem 
Land, North Australia from 1954 until 
1980. 

In the late 1950s David and Tasma 
were the first married couple to be 
accepted as CMS missionaries. David 
was also a foundation member of St 
Luke’s Palmerston in Darwin. David 
said: “God has constantly been with me 
throughout my life and he has never let 
me down… I can see his hand in many 
things, always preparing me for the next 
step of my journey.”

TO GOD GIVING thanks

MISSIONARY spotlight

Read more here:

Colin & Catherine Puffett

“God is opening doors for us to build genuine 
relationships. Relationships where we can 
share about our solid hope in Christ in a 
time where our mortality is ever-present, and 
loneliness a reality. Please pray with us that 
God would guide us to those people ready to 
hear the good news of Jesus in Nantes.” 

Warwick & Caroline

“As we begin our second year with 
COVID restrictions in place we are 
finding it more and more important to 
remember the words that Paul wrote 
to Timothy in his second letter: despite 
his chains, the gospel is not bound.” 

Read more here:

PRAYER DIARY UPDATES

DAY 4 
ADRIAN & ANITA LOVELL from CMS NSW & ACT 
welcomed their new daughter, Maya, on 8 April 2021, 
born 24 December 2019.

 DAY 12 
TIM & OLIVIA MULHERIN from CMS VIC welcomed 
their new son, Joshua, born 30 March 2021.

DAY 19 
MIMY GARDNER from CMS NSW & ACT married 
Rob Savill in March 2021.

DAY 30 
Branch Director Scott Sargent has changed his name to 
SCOTT DORAN-SARGENT.

The Rev'd Percy Eric Leske MBE

15 May 1926 – 8 February 2021
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CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches committed to 
global mission. We work together to set apart long-term workers who 

cross cultures to share the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our vision is for a world that knows Jesus. 

Reach  
gospel-poor 
peoples for  

Christ

Equip 
Christian 

leaders for 
church and 

society

Engage 
churches in 

cross-cultural 
mission

OUR MISSION

GOSPEL PRIORITYBIBLE-BASED
LONG-TERM  

FOCUS
IN-DEPTH  
TRAINING

OUR DISTINCTIVES

Read the full CMS vision: cms.org.au/vision

Go to cms.org.au/get-involved
GET INVOLVED

pray Visit cms.org.au/get-involved/pray 
to find out more

care Visit cms.org.au/get-involved/care 
to find out more 

give Visit give.cms.org.au

go Visit cms.org.au/go or contact 
your local branch (see back page) 
to talk to someone about becoming 
a missionary.

In the West, including 
Australia, it is becoming 
harder to live as a public 
Christian. How do we 
prepare ourselves that we 
might “always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone 
who asks us to give the reason 
for the hope that we have, 
doing so with gentleness and 
respect”? (1 Peter 3:15)   

One of the best resources I have read recently on this 
topic is Rebecca McLaughlin’s 2019 book Confronting 
Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World’s Largest 
Religion.   

I particularly appreciated that McLaughlin tackles 
the very questions I regularly get asked by my non-
Christian friends. Questions like: 

• Are we better off without religion?  

• Doesn’t Christianity crush diversity?  

• Doesn’t Christianity denigrate women?  

• Isn’t Christianity homophobic? and  

• How could a loving God allow so much suffering?   

McLaughlin is an engaging writer and she shares 
some of her own Christian journey and experience 
with honesty. Confronting Christianity can be dipped 
into for insights into relevant issues, as the chapters 
are clearly and helpfully structured. Each chapter 
introduces a new challenge with vivid illustrations, 
followed by a balanced exploration of the secular 
critique, before McLaughlin offers a well-argued 
and clear Christian response. I highly commend this 
excellent apologetic resource to you. 

Rebecca McLaughlin, 2019, Confronting 
Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World’s 
Largest Religion. Crossway 

Review by Scott Doran-Sargent
CMS Tasmania Branch Director
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CMS (Church Missionary Society) works with churches to set apart, equip and support  
long-term workers who cross cultures to share the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

checkpointO N L I N E
Never miss out on great content again! 
Explore more reading materials with 
Checkpoint Online and gain access to:

• In-depth views on current missiological issues

• Ministry stories from around the world

• Latest missionary news

• New articles every week

• Digital version of Checkpoint 

Easily share stories 
and access it at
checkpoint.cms.org.au


