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Today’s Christian children are 
the future of the worldwide 
church. That is true whether we 
are speaking of Christian children 
here, or in Africa, Northern 
Australia, Asia or Europe—all 

ministries that you can read about in this Checkpoint.

In our lead article you can read how our future 
gospel mission, under God, relies on teaching 
children the Bible’s message about mission here 
and now. CMS is teaching children here in Australia 
that we are committed together to a world that knows 
Jesus—and that they are part of this great plan. 

We were particularly excited as we prepared this 
Checkpoint to hear directly from CMS branches 
around Australia. Every CMS branch in the 
country is powerfully motivated to show youth 
and children the Bible’s teaching on mission. 
Our CMS branches work hard at giving children 
direct and deep contact with missionaries on home 
assignment. Summer conferences, targeted Bible 
teaching events and camps: all have their part to 
play in helping children see that they too belong 
to God and are called to be his people.

We note too in this Checkpoint how particular parts 
of the world are overwhelmed with the challenge 
of massive youth populations, and associated 
difficulties that come about through increasing 
urbanisation, globalisation, and social media 
with its simultaneous sense of connection and 
disconnection. We feel these challenges in Australia 
too, and aspire to deal with them wisely and well as 
Christians committed to mission. 

At the same time, however, we realise that we are 
not sending as many missionaries as we would like 
to work in this vital area of ministry. In our final 
article, CMS Australia International Director Peter 
Rodgers makes a powerful and specific appeal for 
greater mission engagement in children’s ministry 
around the world. It is our hope and prayer that God 
may stir your heart to a deeper commitment to this 
eternally significant work—whether through prayer 
or financial support, or going to serve.
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CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches 
committed to global mission. We work together to set 
apart long-term workers who cross cultures to share the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our vision is for a world 
that knows Jesus. We aim to do this by:

• Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ
• Equipping Christian leaders for church and society
• Engaging churches in cross-cultural mission

God wants kids to share his heart for the 
world too. Pray Around the World—Issue 17 is a 
fun kids activity book with material gathered 
from CMS missionaries. Kids will learn about 

different cultures and pray for global mission!

SAMPLE SPREAD

Contact your local branch for a copy today!
See back cover for details.

Mission is for kids too!

2     cms.org.au

https://www.cms.org.au/checkpoint-blog/
http://www.cms.org.au


God wants kids to share his heart for the 
world too. Pray Around the World—Issue 17 is a 
fun kids activity book with material gathered 
from CMS missionaries. Kids will learn about 

different cultures and pray for global mission!

SAMPLE SPREAD

Contact your local branch for a copy today!
See back cover for details.

Mission is for kids too!

SAMPLE



For as long as CMS has existed, ministry to children1 has 
featured in its work, both in mission locations around 
the world, and within the branches of the CMS family in 
Australia. Why?

In the Great Commission, Jesus tells his disciples to “go and 
make disciples.” (Matthew 28:19) Children too are disciples 
of Christ, called to follow him. While all are precious, Jesus’ 
own words reveal his special concern for young ones: “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Mark 10:14)

Biblical reasons for mission to children
In the Old Testament God’s people—in the first instance 
through parents—are to teach children about God: who he 
is, what he promises, what he commands, why he requires 
sacrifice as part of his judgement and salvation (Exodus 
12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6) and much more. Psalm 78 tells 
God’s people to pass on this teaching “from generation to 
generation”. The whole of Proverbs is a collection of wisdom 
largely passed from father to son, mother to daughter, parent 
to child—so that all may know that “the fear of the LORD 
is the beginning of wisdom.” (Proverbs 9:10)

The New Testament, similarly, sets out what we are called 
on to do for little children. Jesus follows his command to 
“let the little children come to me” with a pointed warning. 
“Anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.” (Mark 10:14-15) The gospel is 
for children, and for anyone prepared to receive that salvation 
message with child-like faith.

So, if CMS is to obey the great disciple-making commission 
of Matthew 28, that means understanding that children are 
model citizens within the kingdom of God! This in turn 
means teaching them to trust Jesus as Lord, listen to and 
obey his words, and pray to him as Saviour. Parents and 
grandparents carry a particular responsibility for this—so 
Lois and Eunice in 2 Timothy, for example, raise Timothy in 
the knowledge of God and his gospel—but all believers share 
in this joy. Teaching children is a God-given job for the entire 
family of God. 

Ultimately such commitment to ministry amongst children 
lines up with the CMS vision for a world that knows Jesus, 
a vision drawn from the majestic teaching of the whole of 
Scripture. In Ephesians 1 the climax of all God’s purposes, 
since before the creation of the world, is that he will place 
all things under Jesus’ feet, appointing him as head over 
everything for the church (Ephesians 1:22). All of creation—
including little children—will bring glory to his name. 

“LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 
Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger.” (Psalm 8:1-2)

Practical reasons for mission to children
We can also point to at least two practical reasons (although 
there are many) why mission to children really matters, and 
will continue to matter until the Lord returns. 

“Let the little children come to me,” Jesus said. Here we reflect on our commitment, as CMS, to gospel 
ministry amongst young people around the world and in Australia.

1  In this Checkpoint we have narrowed our focus to consider those under the age of 18; we are not dealing here with university 
students or older single people who in particular cultures may still be living under the authority of their parents.
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First, we can make the common-sense observation, grounded 
on biblical truth, that God has no grandchildren—only 
children. Every generation and every individual needs to 
respond to our heavenly Father personally and individually. 
In many parts of the world the default assumption has been, 
and often still is, that children will adopt the faith of their 
parents. The reality is changing. In a globalised community 
where ideas spread fast, secularism is an aggressive force, 
and individualist ways of thinking are gaining traction in 
previously collectivist societies, the continuity of faith from 
generation to generation cannot be assumed.

Second and related to this, mission organisations (including 
our own) have sometimes lacked focus on children and 
youth, preferring for various reasons to consider adult 
evangelism first. Yet we hear from Christians in Africa 
and other parts of the developing world that secularism, 
urbanisation, and influences spreading through the Internet 
with unprecedented speed—are affecting the lives of young 
people in new and unpredictable ways.

The effects of these widespread phenomena in society are 
things that modern mission will continue to grapple with. 
How can we equip youth and children to respond as Jesus’ 
disciples to the pressures and temptations they will face?

In recent years worldwide mission thinking has advocated 
for a greater focus on the importance of evangelism and 
discipleship within the ‘4-14 window’ (meaning ministry 
to children between the ages of four to fourteen).2 CMS is 
planning to strengthen this mission focus too.

Close to home: How CMS serves children 
in Australia
As well as gospel outreach to children around the world, 
mission to children in Australia is similarly crucial—
particularly when we consider the important question 
of who our future missionaries are likely to be.3  

We asked some of those involved in oversight of ministry 
to youth and children with CMS to talk about why they are 
passionate to see children in Australia grow a heart for cross-
cultural mission.

NSW & ACT

Youth and Children’s Coordinator Mike 
Southon (CMS NSW & ACT) works 
with children and leaders at CMS Summer 
School, and at CMS kids’ camps like 
Milimani and MMM. 

Mike says “children who come through these Bible and 
mission-focused camps very often end up being leaders to 
other children on those same camps. Just as importantly, 
they are gaining their first insight into global mission in that 
context. At Milimani and MMM we will usually have CMS 
missionaries spending an entire four or five days of the camp 
sharing their lives with children, and talking about the gospel 
work they do.

“We pour effort into these kids fundamentally because they 
matter to God. Alongside that, we know through long-term 
experience that many future gospel ministers, leaders, 
supporters, and missionaries are drawn from the ranks 
of children that have come away with us on CMS camps.” 

…children are model citizens 
within the kingdom of God.

2  For a good recent example of this focus, see Steve S. Chang’s article for The Gospel Coalition, 
“Don’t neglect the 4-14 Window of Children’s Ministry” www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/want-
missional-dont-neglect-4-14-window-childrens-ministry/ 

3 For example, see Mimy Gardner’s article on page 10-11.
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Queensland with Northern NSW

Paul Vandersee coordinates youth and 
children’s work for CMS QNNSW. In 
a previous career as an exercise scientist 
Paul thought in terms of moving people 
from being sedentary to being active. 

Now, under God, he applies similar thinking to working 
with children and opening their eyes to the great mission 
purposes of our heavenly Father. Paul says, “The journey to 
long-term mission takes a lot of thinking (including mission  
awareness), training and prayer. But the journey to long-term 
mission will never happen unless something or someone 
starts the process off, and supports the journey.”

Western Australia

In CMS WA, State Director David Greeff 
runs with a similar theme: “CMS WA 
thinks that getting children and youth 
involved in and excited about mission 
will make it far more likely that they will 

be engaged in mission as adults. Our branch is only small, 
but we still run a separate program for the kids at our annual 
SummerFocus. This is so that we can introduce them to 
mission in a way that is natural to their age. As they meet 
and interact with missionaries who are at the conference, 
their interest grows, and we trust God will be at work.”

South Australia & the Northern Territory

For CMS SANT, Summer Conference is 
a strategic opportunity to begin growing a 
future generation of workers for the Lord’s 
harvest. The goal of their children and 
youth program is to “encourage children 

and teens to be part of how God is working globally through 
the gospel”. CMS SANT Regional Director Katy Smith says, 
“This is the reason why it is critical to recruit kid’s team 
volunteers who have a passion to see little people be 
disciples of Jesus, and to have a heart to share Jesus with 
their neighbour”.

Tasmania

CMS Tasmania State Director Scott 
Sargent stresses the importance of having 
CMS missionaries meeting children, and 
interacting with them as much as possible 
on Home Assignment. In Tasmania, that 

includes visiting schools, and running special information 
nights at their May mission conference, which is for 
university and high school students. The message is simple: 
“God cares for all the nations and wants all people to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4)

Victoria

‘Summer under the Son Kids’ is the annual 
summer conference for CMS Victoria. In 
January this year the children learned from 
the Lord’s prayer about God’s kingdom, 
God’s justice, and God’s forgiveness. 

Rachel Eastwood, Youth and Children’s Coordinator for 
CMS Victoria says, “Mission is so much more than people 
going overseas to tell people about Jesus. Mission is the way 
we all, including children, live out our lives as Christians, 
seeking to reach people for Christ.”

Mission to children: the big picture
We live in a divided world, where it is easy to think of our 
own group first, and others last or not at all. But in God’s 
great plan, there are no first- or second- class citizens. All 
are one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). That will mean 
ministering without discrimination in mission locations 
around the world, and as we do, never forgetting that God’s 
kingdom welcomes little children into the very heart of his 
plans. It means recognising too that right here in Australia, 
God has given CMS the task of reaching children with the 
message of forgiveness, so that in years to come they may 
take his glorious gospel to reach a world that desperately 
needs Jesus.

Kate Morris was inspired to mission by her 
experience of CMS Summer conferences. 
Read about it at cms.org.au/kids-into-
missionaries.

Image: CMS QNNSW Summer School 2019 kids and youth program.

We would like to send more workers to mission 
locations to assist in strengthening children’s 
ministry. Will you give financial support to help 
them go?

give
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Statistically speaking, two in three people who accept Jesus 
as their Lord and Saviour do so before the age of eighteen. 
This highlights the importance of young people hearing the 
gospel message in their developing years. 

So, the question becomes, who is sharing the gospel with 
children? From what I’ve seen both in Australia and Ireland, 
a lot of people don’t feel capable or confident to share the 
gospel with kids. 

I want to counter this sense 
of feeling ill-equipped 
for children’s ministry. 
I’m passionate about 
giving people tools and 
encouragement to share 
the gospel with kids. 

If you are leading an 
adult Bible study on 
a particular passage, 
knowing the passage yourself is essential. Preachers spend 
time digging deeper before writing a sermon—so that they 
truly understand what they’re preaching on. In the same 
way, those involved in youth and kids’ ministry need to 
understand what they are teaching in order to effectively 
communicate it to the kids.

Since beginning ministry in Ireland, I’ve been working 
with local rectors to encourage them to think more about 
children’s ministry and their responsibilities as leaders in 
the church. Even though the rector may not be in the room, 
they still have a responsibility to ensure that the children are 
receiving sound teaching.

Initially, I’ve sought to understand what is already happening 
with regards to children’s work in the parish. From here, in 
partnership with the parish, we ask what is the long-term 
vision for children’s ministry? In order to get there, and 
for the leaders to serve well, they need to be trained and 
equipped for the work they will be doing. 

In some churches, this has meant training the leaders in 
how to run a Sunday school. In other churches, I have 
helped start a Bible study for the Sunday school leaders, 
as they miss hearing the sermon in the service because 
they are out teaching Sunday school. 

It’s so important to be equipping local believers to do this 
work, because as a cultural outsider, I will likely never be 

able to make the same 
inroads that they will. But 
I can equip the saints for 
the work of ministry.

I recently took a step back 
from other roles to teach 
a national certificate in 
children’s ministry for 
one school term. I am 
thankful for this amazing 
opportunity to influence 
and enthuse children’s 

workers across the Church of Ireland about teaching kids 
God’s word and the glorious gospel it proclaims.

One of the biggest challenges I’ve faced in my endeavours 
is lacklustre commitment. The lives of some of our teachers 
are so busy that to run a Sunday school even fortnightly or 
to meet for Bible study on a regular basis is a lot to ask. 
I’ve had to start small, for example, running a monthly rather 
than a weekly Bible study. At times I can feel discouraged by 
these small beginnings. However, I persevere in the work of 
teaching the teachers because God has given me a heart for 
children to know his Word.

Have you had experience in teaching 
children? Do you love Jesus? Contact your 
CMS branch about opportunities to teach 
children about Jesus in another location.

go

Those involved in youth and 
kids’ ministry really need to 
understand what they are 

teaching in order to effectively 
communicate it to the kids.

CMS missionary Erin Moorcroft is serving in Northern Ireland. She is committed to 
developing the basic building blocks of children’s ministry: well-trained teachers 
who know and proclaim the gospel. Read on to find out how she makes this happen.

B U I L D I N G 
     B L O C K S
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Tania and I met Paula1 soon after arriving in Valencia. She 
was 13 and the only Christian in her school. She was eager 
to share Jesus with her friends. She asked us to pray that God 
would give her one Christian friend so that she could invite 
friends to read the Bible with them. 

Our hearts broke for her. We were determined to walk 
alongside her, encouraging her to keep trusting Jesus and 
the goodness of his Word, and to help her to share Jesus 
with those around her. 

The vision and the challenge
Thankfully, this is what Jesus and his people have always 
been on about. When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he 
gave thanks that they had turned to serve the living and 
true God, but he then accompanied them, always seeking 
that they might continue living for Jesus’ glory. Their 
perseverance was his goal, his crown (1 Thessalonians 2:19). 
He urged them to keep following God’s good instruction, 
so that their lives would show a better story to those around 
them (1 Thessalonians 4:1-12). Paul worked hard at this 
because he knew that it didn’t depend on him, but on God 
who would bring it about (1Thessalonians 5:23-24). 

We long to see this happen in Spain! Youth meeting Jesus, 
continuing in him, and sharing him with others. It could 
change the nation. Although Spain has a long association 
with the Roman Catholic Church, only around 5% of people 
attend church. Most don’t trust institutional religion. Many 
follow Catholic traditions, but only really as part of their 
family commitment. Jesus is mostly forgotten. The younger 
generations are searching, but are suspicious of dogmatic rules. 

So when those brought up in Christian families talk in their 
schools about believing in the God of the Bible, they are 
often mocked. They start to doubt the goodness of God’s 
word, and they’re tempted to give up. Their churches are 
worried as they begin to see younger generations drift away, 
and don’t know what to do.

Bringing the gospel to 
Spanish high school students
In this context, can you imagine a group of Christian 
teenage students sharing Jesus with their classmates in every 
high school in Spain? That’s the vision of Grupos Bíblicos 
Estudiantiles (GBE, meaning ‘Student Bible Groups’). 

Tania and I began as volunteers with the GBE group in 
Valencia in 2013. I joined the team as a staff worker in 2016. 
When we share this vision with churches in Spain, they say: 

“Impossible! How can we expect teenagers to share Jesus in 
their hostile schools?” They’re right, humanly speaking. 
But God has shown us over and over again how he works— 
even through weakness—to bring teens to know him, grow 
in him, and share him with others. He is faithful. So instead 

Youth meeting Jesus, 
continuing in him, and 

sharing him with others. 
It could change the nation.

1  Name changed for privacy reasons. 
Image: A teenager reading the word at the National GBE camp.

T E E N A G E 
evangelists

CMS missionaries Mike and Tania Snowdon work with high school students in 
Valencia, Spain. Although many Spanish people are cynical about organised religion, 
God is at work, helping young people encounter Jesus through his Word. 
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of giving up, we trust Jesus, and seek to faithfully play our 
part, asking God to do more than we can imagine.

Spain does not have an established heritage of youth ministry 
through churches, but God has used families and churches 
to build a small foundation of young Spanish Christians. 
Implementing the vision of GBE must start with them. 
In fact, a GBE group involves two or more high school 
students who read the Bible together at school and invite 
their friends to join. It is their mission first, especially since 
churches and adults like us can’t go into the schools to help. 
But we still have an important part to play, faithfully walking 
with them in their mission, like with any local Christians in 
cross-cultural ministry. How?

The GBE (staff workers and volunteers) provides resources 
for teenagers and churches in seeing Spanish youth meet 
Jesus, continue in him, and share him with others. We do 
this in three key areas:

Local gatherings

Christian teenagers are dispersed throughout the nation, 
but they are not alone. We organise gatherings for teenagers 
from an area (like the city of Valencia), similar to a combined 
youth group. This gives teens who come from small churches 
the chance to meet other Christian teens in similar situations. 
Alongside local volunteers, we help teens to read God’s word 
for themselves. This grows their confidence in Jesus and 
the goodness of his Word, and trains them in how to do it in 
their schools.

Camps

We run a national camp and some regional camps for teens 
from all over Spain. These give opportunities for training, 
reflection and challenge, complementing the ongoing work 
of their local churches. We also have a lot of fun together! 

Resources

As staff workers and volunteers we seek to create resources 
such as videos, specifically for Spanish teens. We hope they 
serve both teenagers and their churches. Follow the link at 
the end of this article to check out some of these resources 
for yourself. 

Partnering together
So how can CMS supporters partner with Spanish youth 
and us? Remember Paula? She has just finished high school 
without having been able to start a GBE group. However, 
she has kept following Jesus, and is now boldly sharing Jesus 
on her university campus. If you’re a teenager who is part  
of CMS, how are you using the opportunities you have to 
grow in faith in Jesus and share him with others? If you’re  
an adult, how are you walking alongside the teenagers at 
your church, or discipling your children or grandchildren?

Go to cms.org.au/spanish-bible-resources 
to discover some of the resources the 
Snowdons and others use to reach Spanish 
teenagers. Mike has also translated many 
resources into English, in the hope of blessing 
young people in Australia and across the world.

Images: Top, teenagers at the National GBE camp; 
Bottom, Mike with GBE staff workers and volunteers.

Please pray with Mike and Tania that 
teenagers all over the world would meet 
Jesus, continue in him, and share him 
with others.

pray
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Every CMS missionary has a different story of God at work in their life. CMS missionary 
Mimy Gardner was surrounded by missionaries at church from an early age. Here she 
reveals how childhood fascination grew into solid and long-term mission commitment.

Growing up in a church filled with returned missionaries, it 
was foreseeable that I might become one. I was surrounded! 
Most but not all of the returned missionaries were older 
ladies. Many had used their secular professions, as part of a 
missionary organisation, to share Jesus in word and deed, and 
I would sit and listen to their stories of life in other countries. 

Hearing about mission as a young girl
There were link missionaries from organisations like CMS 
who often visited Sunday School and showed us photos, 
maps and artifacts. They would spend a whole week with 
our church, giving me ample opportunity to listen and 
get to know them. I was transfixed! These faraway places 
and people—it was like a fantasy world. We prayed for our 
link missionaries every week, and made food parcels for 
them when they returned to Australia. Church members, 
including me, were encouraged to write a paragraph to a 
missionary on an aerogram1.  As a result of all this, I think I 
learnt more about the world in church than I did at school. 

Over the years, travelling to visit my father’s relatives in 
the UK meant stopovers in Bangkok and Hong Kong. My 
parents made sure we visited the link missionaries from our 
church who lived in these cities. As a family, we supported 
the newly established Chinese congregation in our church 
by often attending their regular lunch after church and 
befriending many of them. Sometimes Alan Cole (a former 
CMS missionary in South East Asia) would visit and preach 
in Mandarin or Cantonese. Wow! Imagine being able to 
speak another language. I loved hearing his stories too. 

Shaped by significant stories
Throughout my childhood and teenage years, I devoured 
biographies of the lives of different missionaries: Hudson 
Taylor, William Carey, Gladys Aylward, Amy Carmichael, 
Brother Andrew, Jim and Elisabeth Elliot, and many others. 
I read stories of Christians who had been persecuted, such as 
Richard Wurmbrand. 

When I was 13, I read Peace Child, about Don and Carol 
Richardson, who first brought the gospel to the Sawi people 
of New Guinea. This book was more than just a story. It 
showed me that being a missionary was tough, dangerous, 
challenging and long-term. Yet I learnt that God helps his 
people understand culture so his gospel can be shared with 
the whole world. There was no need to fear! I think from 
that point on I wanted to be a missionary, although I do not 
remember sharing this with anyone.  

CMS missionaries were 
influential in my decision- 

making from the beginning.

H O W  I 
B E C A M E  A 

missionary

1  An aerogram is a lightweight piece of letter-writing paper that can be written on; 
then folded and glued and sent overseas at a cheaper postage rate.
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Towards mission with CMS
As I got older, I attended the ReachOut Missions Conference 
(where many CMS missionaries were involved) and 
discovered the numerous possibilities that exist for overseas 
gospel work. I started asking God: what profession should I 
study after school that would be easy to take overseas? Which 
country should I go to? When? Which organisation should I 
go with? All these questions needed answers, but I was never 
really anxious about them. God always provided people to 
counsel me, often people with a connection to CMS. 

The name CMS had been ingrained in me from a young age. 
A group from church attended CMS Summer School every 
year. Everyone was encouraged to attend, so I was taken along 
as a young child. CMS missionaries were influential in my 
decision-making from the beginning, particularly the older 
returned missionaries. I could talk to them regularly and 
observe their lives. I decided to study teaching at university, a 
transferable profession, and sought to learn about missionary 
schools from various link missionaries. I was encouraged to 
take the ‘Perspectives’ course on world mission run at the 
CMS office. Shortly after this I went on a short-term CMS 
mission trip to Nairobi.

All of these experiences and those I talked with, helped me 
to understand that I needed to go to Bible college first if I 
wanted to apply to be a missionary long-term. After working 
as a teacher for a few years, God opened the door and made 
the time right for me to study at Bible college. 

An unexpected journey
The missionary dream of my youth was slowly turning into a 
reality, although not quite in the way I thought. I had grown 
up talking to missionaries who had returned from countries in 
Africa or Asia. I expected to end up in one of these continents. 
God had a different idea. I observed the difficult visa 
circumstances of a few CMS missionaries as they struggled to 
stay in Europe. I had a British passport and realised that the 
option of working in Europe was wide open. But was Europe 
a mission field? I had not really thought about that before.

Finally, after all those years of build-up, I left Australia in 
August 2005. But I wasn’t going as a ‘missionary’ connected 
with an organisation. Instead I chose to take a secular job in 
an area of the world with very few Christians, teaching at 
an international school and involved in a local church. So I 
didn’t become a CMS missionary in the conventional way. 
Everything has been a little backwards! I first attended St 
Andrews Hall in 2018 after living and working overseas for 
13 years, and only recently became a CMS missionary.  Our 
God has a wonderful sense of humour! Writing this article 
has lead me to reflect on the amazing ways God has used all 
of the people and circumstances in my life to put me where 
I am today: using my profession in a foreign land to bring 
glory to him and helping to make the name of Jesus known 
throughout the world.

How are you and your church nurturing a heart 
for mission in young people? Perhaps you too 
can care for a CMS missionary-to-be by sharing 
your passion for mission or by volunteering 
to help on a CMS children’s camp or summer 
conference. Contact your branch to offer help.

care
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T H E  N E W B Y S
Being a family of five creates some terrific opportunities 
for the gospel in the Philippines. 

On leaving Australia we had a pretty clear direction for 
living in the Philippines. Home schooling through Sydney 
Distance Education seemed like a great option, and all 
Michelle had to do was supervise. Simple, right? Little did 
we know the stress that home schooling would bring. 

After two years of trying very hard, we learnt that we are not 
cut out for home schooling! When we recently moved to 
another province, it provided a good opportunity to start our 
two boys in the local public school, while Katelyn, now 13, 
is at boarding school. 

The joy of school
What a change! Joshua, who previously couldn’t get out of 
bed in the mornings, was wanting to get up at 5:30am in order 
to get to school an hour early. He happily declared, “You never 
told me school was so much fun in the Philippines”. Sending 
our kids to the local school has made such a difference to our 
ability to integrate into the local community, not to mention 
to our sanity.

In many ways living as a family seeking gospel opportunities 
in the Phillippines works in the same way that was modelled 
to us at our sending church in Sydney, St George North 
Anglican Church. Involving our children in the local 
community through school, sports, and play provides a great 
opportunity for exposure, relationships, and conversations— 
which we hope will lead to sharing our faith. 

We still need to make an effort to be intentional. Both of us 
try to be there when dropping Joshua (10) and Caleb (6) at 
school at 7am every morning and then also when picking 
them up at 4:30pm. Howard is a big, tall foreigner driving 
around in our bright orange tricycle, so we certainly stand 
out! People are naturally curious as to why we have our kids 
in a local government school, why we don’t drive a big 4WD 
like other foreigners, and why Howard starts a conversation 
in Tagalog. Our kids give us opportunity to speak. 

Also, because Michelle is Filipina, she helps our whole 
family break through the natural reserve that Filipinos 
usually have with foreigners. 

Kids helping other kids
In a similar way to school, having our kids play sport helps us 
to become known in the community and build relationships. 
Attending a local church is equally helpful; with their 
Australian boldness our kids help others by contributing in 
Sunday school. Through their example, we hope that other 
kids see that they too can pray, answer questions and help 
with the games. 

Building relationships
Filipino culture places a high value on children, and 
therefore child-related questions provide an easy start to 
conversation, particularly when meeting someone for the 
first time. Relationships are sacrosanct in Filipino culture 
and are something to be valued, nourished and fiercely 
protected. Nothing happens without relationships, whether 
conversations about Jesus or anything else. So building those 
relationships is something we are seeking to invest heavily 
into. In some ways we would have more time for those 
relationships if we didn’t have children. But in reality having 
children gives us a way into people’s lives that we wouldn’t 
otherwise have. 

CMS missionaries Howard and Michelle Newby are serving in the Philippines, 
and Matt and Jen Lim are working in Japan. Both families find having children 
brings special opportunities for mission in their local communities.

Image: The Newbys and their bright orange tricycle.12     cms.org.au
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T H E  L I M S
It’s 5:30am and two year old Theo has woken the rest of 
us up. He is already running around our apartment with 
footsteps that probably sound like elephant thuds to our 
downstairs neighbours. We are frantically ‘whisper-yelling’ 
at him to quietly lie back down. We are exhausted, in a bad 
mood and not ready to face the day ahead. And so another 
day begins.

Children in Japan means hard work
This has been an almost daily experience ever since we 
moved to Japan. Repent, rinse and repeat. Before we moved 
to Tokyo in September 2018, we were involved in ministry 
and were able to serve and care for others. But here, we are 
helpless. We’re the ones needing as much service and care as 
we can get. We are desperate to learn Japanese language and 
culture, but our time and energy is so often taken up with 
our boys (Obadiah ‘Obi’, 4 years, and Theodore ‘Theo’,  
2 years): applications for preschool and daycare, notes, bags 
(don’t forget those infamous meticulously-packed bento box 
lunches!), bathing, toilet training, getting home for naps and 
the list goes on. ‘This would be so much easier without kids’ 
is a thought that has honestly crossed our minds a few times. 

Children in Japan means opportunity
But…our boys have also given us many exciting opportunities 
for relationships and ministry in our specific context that 
would not exist otherwise.

Connection 

As a family with young kids we already have many inbuilt 
connection points in our new community: youchien 
(preschool) and hoikuen (daycare) staff, Sunday school teachers, 
countless forms to be lodged at our local council office, etc. 
It’s meant a lot of challenges—from the very outset (even with 
no Japanese) we had to be out and about, and didn’t have the 
option of staying at home in our safety zone. 

Friendships 

Workers in Japan work long hours, so it can be hard to make 
friends. The main exception seems to be mothers of young 
kids. Even early on, Jen was able to meet mums in local 
parks and strike up friendships. 

Ministry of vulnerability 

As new missionaries we rely so much on others. We often 
feel like a burden, but Japanese friends have been happy 
to help. Whenever an important letter comes home from 
preschool, Takako-san, another mum, gives Jen a beautiful 
handwritten summary note in English. Shizuka-san, our 
church pastor’s wife, organised a babysitting roster (four 
mornings a week!) so that we could have language lessons.

Being foreign 

Being foreigners with children has benefits. There’s the 
novelty factor. Shortly after he started at youchien, we used 
Obi’s 4th birthday as a chance to invite friends to our 
local park for an ‘Australian birthday party’. It was a great 
opportunity for our Christian and non-Christian friends 
to meet and mix together. We’ve invited friends over to our 
house for a meal or coffee, and play dates. Many people 
don’t do this in Japan as apartments are small. People can 
feel embarrassed if things aren’t tidy. But our friends have 
really appreciated it, and have even reciprocated! We recently 
gave Christmas presents to some of our closest youchien 
friends—a small Australian gift plus a Jesus Storybook Bible 
(in Japanese). 

Moving to Japan with children has often been hard. But 
through and even because of the challenges, God has opened 
up doors of opportunity for both relationships and the gospel.

When you think of CMS missionaries 
with children, thank God and pray for 
the unique opportunities for evangelism 
to other families.

pray
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What do you do when your two 
small children triple the size of 
your church Sunday school just by 
turning up? CMS missionary Kate 
Morris began in a small way to 

teach God’s word to the little people God was 
bringing to their church.

Piercing notes of a child’s wails tore through parental 
chatter. A seven year old girl in Sunday school had lost her 
tooth! Twice! It had fallen out and then she had lost it. No 
tooth would mean no money from the Tooth Mouse (no 
magical visits from fancy fairies here in France, just a rodent 
snuffling around near your face while you sleep, in search of 
stray teeth to exchange for a coin). As I crawled around on 
the Sunday school floor, (not unlike said mouse), searching 
for the tiny tooth, I wondered why anyone would be so 
thoughtless as to choose flooring the exact colour of teeth, 
and also, as the tooth was so tiny, why it even mattered? 

However, I sometimes need to remind myself that in fact 
small things can be extremely significant: the SIM in my 
phone, the tiny drops of dye in my daughter’s pink (not red!) 
birthday cake, and this precious tooth to a seven-year old. We 
know that size doesn’t indicate significance. Yet for ministry 
we can sometimes think that small means unimportant. 

Begin in a small way
When we joined our church in Lille, France, there was only 
one non high-school aged child, a three-year old. At the 
time our family had a four-year old and a baby. Each week I 
started taking my little ones and the three-year old out to the 
crèche room to play and have a Bible lesson. 

Soon, a family with two children and a baby joined. They 
were pleased to find a church which offered something for 
under high-school agers. We had been in France for less 
than two years. I was sharply conscious that the holes in my 
language meant surely I wasn’t the best person to be teaching. 
But there was no other teacher! The group was small, the 
children were small and I felt small. 

As time went by, there was growth. The babies grew into 
children; more children joined. Some were regular, some 
regularly irregular. Eventually, the group could be up to 15 
children under 10. It’s also common for visitors to send their 
children to Sunday school. This is an important opportunity 
because religious education is banned in public schools in 
France, so it is a great way to reach school-aged children with 
the gospel. 

Each week a member of the church came to Sunday school 
to help me wrangle growing numbers. Several said they’d 
never seen this kind of teaching for this age group. It was 
nothing fancy: we read the Bible, sang, prayed, played, and 
did activities. We learnt about the very real relationship God 
offers small people, just as much as he offers it to big people. 
A few people expressed interest in helping teach, but it was 
hard to get anyone to actually begin. I felt the weight of 
shouldering the teaching on my own and could see that the 
church generally viewed Sunday school as child-minding so 
that the adults could learn without interruption. 

Prayer brings an unexpected solution
As I continued to teach every week, our prayer partners in 
Australia were praying for us and our church, and God was 
at work behind the scenes, creating a solution I didn’t see 
coming. 

A church member suggested to the church council that it 
should include children in the church vision statement. The 
council discussed it and acknowledged that children were not 
just a concern of parents, but of the whole church. They asked 
me to team with this church member and do something. 

We decided to run a special Bible study instead of the 
sermon one Sunday, and then offer an after-church seminar. 
Most of the church attended the entire day, which was a 
huge encouragement. We looked at the Bible and found 
that children are precious creations, sinners, pardoned if 
they trust in Christ, who should strive to walk in a manner 
worthy of him, and who are capable of repenting, maturing, 
praying, edifying and evangelising others. 

FROM little THINGS, BIG THINGS GROW
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We also looked to the Bible to examine the responsibilities 
of parents and the church to children, and how the church 
can help parents in their role as the primary teachers of their 
own children. We considered the needs of the children who 
are in contact with the church. Since then, it’s been exciting 
to hear many ideas from people in the church about how to 
better love, care for and include children. The whole church 
has really taken this on! 

Looking to the future
Following this, the church council appointed a woman to 
oversee the administration of ministry for those up to 18 
years old. She is a gift from God! She challenged several 
members of the church to join a teaching team and she 
ended up with enough teachers to split our group in two! 
Youpi! (as the French say). Last September, when the academic 
year started, we had a group for 0-4 year olds and a group for 
5-10 year olds. Most of the teachers haven’t taught before (but 
they are solid Christians, fear not, we want the best for our 
precious little ones), so I have the pleasure of training them. 

These children, the group itself, and I, have grown 
significantly since our small beginnings. I’ve seen that God 
doesn’t look away from small things, but sees their worth 
and uses them for his glory. Sometimes God chooses to 
grow small things. Sometimes he doesn’t. That’s ok. We 
remember that small things are valuable not just because of 
their potential to be more, but because they are valuable as 
they are. And so, like a Tooth Mouse seeing the value in a tiny 
stray tooth, we joyfully embrace the small things in ministry.

God answered the prayers of CMS supporters 
for Kate’s ministry to kids. When you read 
of a missionary facing a particular issue or 
opportunity, bring it before God for thanks 
or prayer.

pray

We looked at the 
Bible and found that 

children are... capable 
of repenting, maturing, 
praying, edifying and 
evangelising others.

FROM little THINGS, BIG THINGS GROW
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CMS worker J, serving with L in 
East Asia, joyfully shares how she 
taught Bible storytelling skills to 
pre-teens, youth and university 
students, so that they could in turn 

perform stories from the Bible to children from 
her church. 

In our work with international students we have found great 
value in teaching them Bible storytelling.  

The students who attend our international fellowship come 
from over 50 different cultural backgrounds, including many 
from countries where oral communication traditions are 
more important than ‘print’ forms. Many of the students 
are more familiar with using stories, myths and songs to 
pass down information from generation to generation and 
between friends rather than through written texts. We have 
learned the importance of oral forms of communication 
in helping train international students to grow a lifelong 
commitment to Christ.

Recently I was asked to repeat an experiment from last year, 
which involved getting a team of storytellers to perform a 
large portion of scripture for the three to twelve-year olds 
who are part of the combined children’s groups at our church.

Recruiting storytellers
This time I didn’t have a ready group of university age, trained 
storytellers from different nations, as many had recently 
graduated and returned home. Where could I recruit our 
storytellers for efficient training? As it happens, many of the 
youth group and pre-teens class were up for a challenge.

I combined hospitality—enormous pots of spaghetti and 
bolognaise sauce—with impromptu training, and invited 
international students who were interested and available to 
join us.

How to tell a Bible story
Our text was Genesis 1-8, which the children’s groups 
are focusing on this semester. We followed a step-by-step 
process to work through the passage. It’s a method that works 
perfectly with keen beginners, and you may even want to try 
this in your context, wherever you are reading this.

T E L L  U S  A

story
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Step 1

We broke down into pieces how to learn a story,  
and I demonstrated how to tell a polished story.

Step 2

I had gone through the text in advance, breaking the 
eight chapters into manageable ‘chunks’ for the storytellers. 
We allocated the chunks according to the confidence and 
willingness of each storyteller.

Step 3

I set them to work creating a storyboard of their passages. 
Each action from their story required them to draw a very 
simple picture on a new ‘page’. I gave them tips on polishing 
their stories and they took their storyboard home to finish.

Step 4

After rehearsing for a week on their own, we had a run 
through of the whole eight chapters, and celebrated their 
hard work in remembering their lines.

Step 5

We discussed how to engage our intended audience better. 
How could we be faithful to the text, yet help the children 
understand?

Step 6

Our discussion of how to tell the story to our intended 
audience got us thinking about props, movement, volume 
and so on. We used blue sheets to give a visual experience of 
the flood. The wind and mentions of animals in the ark lent 
themselves to audience participation sound effects. Mime 
worked well to describe the man, and the making of the 
woman in Genesis 2, as did ‘frozen statues’ (a game where 
instead of acting the story, you ‘freeze’ the participants into 
a 3-D picture) for the curses in Genesis 3. Although some of 
the youth were inexperienced with public speaking, this was 
offset by the rest of the team adding action.

Step 7

I encouraged them to follow the REMEMBER technique 
(an acronym) as they prepared for the performance morning. 
The final ‘R’ is to Remember that what you do is not for you, 
it’s for God’s glory and to help the little kids.

Step 8

On the morning of our presentation, we met early for a dress 
rehearsal. This was vital for nerves and final details. It gave 
us the space to pray together and commit our efforts into 
God’s hands, asking him to help us bring him honour and 
point the little kids to him.

Bearing fruit for many
And the result? There were benefits at many levels. Youth 
and pre-teens were asking their parents at home to help 
them memorise the Bible. Parents were able to be a support 
in the journey and many came to watch, being encouraged 
themselves at the speaking out of these amazing opening 
chapters of Genesis. The children were engaged with the 
Bible stories being told, and now they have a sense of what 
they can do when they are as old as the pre-teens and youth. 
One prayed later that there would be another storytelling 
session soon so they could be part of it next time. The 
youth were modelling a love for God and his words, and 
it gave the international students who were involved a 
chance to get to know some more families. I am confident 
that this learning will not be in vain, and I pray that in the 
years to come God will give the young people new insight 
into these words that they meditated on for the sake of this 
performance for the children.

If you love Jesus and have the skills to tell 
stories, perhaps you could look for ways to 
use your ability in a non-literate culture? 
Contact your CMS branch to discover the 
possibilities elsewhere, or pray for ways to 
use your gifts here.

go

How to make your genealogy fun
One example of what we did is Genesis chapter 5, 
the genealogy from Adam to Noah. I confess I was 
tempted to leave out the whole chapter, as to be 
honest, reading it makes me want to fall asleep. But 
pulling on some past drama experience I suggested 
one of our youth read the whole chapter in a 
professor’s voice. Then we gathered 10 males, and 
systematically each of them mimed a son that grew to 
be a man, begat a son and other children and then died 
at the stated age. By the end of the chapter we had 8 
‘bodies’ lying in parallel (note that Enoch is taken by 
the Lord and Noah is alive by the end of chapter 5). 

I’m sure I don’t need to explain how delighted this 
group of 10-16 year old males were to act out the 
dying in this scene. And the result? 40 something 
children paid rapt attention throughout chapter 5 as 
they anticipated the repetition of the passage. After the 
performance, when I asked her about it, one of my 
young children said, “The men lived, became 
a daddy and then died. Why did they all die Mum?” 
and an older child began explaining how the result 
of sin earlier in Genesis gave the answer for this.
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Glen asks CMS supporters to “pray that God 
may use these young people to change 
Tanzanian church and society, so that both 
the young ones and their society reflect 
Christ and his principles for life.”

pray

1  www.worldpopulationreview.com/countries/tanzania-population 
Image: Students at Mara Anglican Primary School reading the Bible together.

CMS missionary Glen Turner, serving with Dominique in Tanzania, is the principal of 
Mara Anglican Primary School. Through the children, there is a wonderful possibility 
to have a long-term impact on the church and society. 

“Do you remember me Mr Turner?”  

A slightly dreaded question for a teacher who has taught 
hundreds of children over the years! I fumbled to respond, 
before Pastory introduced himself as a former student. He 
told me how he still clearly remembers me teaching him a 
Bible timeline as a way to understand the story of the whole 
Bible. That was in 2011. 

Now, standing before me was a well-spoken, humble young 
man, thanking me for investing in his life as a young boy 
nearly 10 years ago.  

As a teacher, it is very special to learn how small things 
I’ve said or done have had an impact on my students’ lives. 
Some years ago, I encouraged another student Leah to read 
the BBC news to improve her English, and now she wants 
to be a diplomat! Pastory is studying Pharmacy at university, 
but still comes back to his old primary school to say hi 
whenever he is in town. 

Young people like Pastory and Leah remind me that it is 
such a privilege to be part of God’s work in raising up the 
next generation of African Christian leaders for church and 
society. In Tanzania the next generation is huge, with those 
under 15 making up 45% of the population1.   

Teaching at a local school means that I have the chance to 
impact hundreds of young people over a long period of time 
because they have to be at school. I’ve got a captive audience! 
Just imagine the possibilities there are to reach the next 
generation when there are over 200 days of school per 
year for seven years—and that’s just primary school!  

 

Questions about God and life
Every day students ask me significant questions and raise 
complicated issues: what should I do when someone 
hurts me? Does evolution fit with the Bible? I really 
don’t want my parents to get divorced—what should I do? 
Do witchdoctors actually have power? If I help my friends 
during the exam, isn’t that loving them? How can I be sure 
I’ll be saved? What job should I do in the future? What kind 
of person does God want me to be? 

Preparing for the future
I am so thankful for the amazing opportunity I have to teach 
and prepare students for their future careers and roles in 
society; to speak the love of Christ into their lives; to show 
how the gospel impacts their decisions for how they live in 
their culture and community; and to challenge them to use 
what God has given them to make a difference for the

When you work with young people you don’t often get to 
see the fruit of your ministry. I’m blessed to have seen a 
little fruit in the time I’ve been teaching at one little school 
in Tanzania. I can only imagine what God might do through 
the many other young people who attend Mara Anglican 
Primary School.  

kingdom.

T H E  NEXT  LEADERS
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A fundamental aim for this particular edition of Checkpoint 
has been to challenge our readers to support ministry 
amongst children and youth, or in some cases, to prayerfully 
consider whether they themselves should be going long-
term to a mission location to serve as workers in such 
ministry. In this final article, I want to ask very directly: 
could this be you?

We noted in our lead article that there are strong reasons 
both biblical and practical why mission to children and 
youth matters so much. Mission in this 4-14 window— 
that is, mission to children between the ages of 4 and 14— 
is something that CMS has recognised as an ongoing and 
urgent area of mission focus. It is just as worthy of attention 
in its own way as the other more familiar area of mission 
focus, the 10/40 window (identifying by latitude the areas  
of the world containing the greatest socio-economic 
challenges, and the lowest access to Christian mission).

And yet, we are not currently able to point to many places 
where we have deployed CMS missionaries to work either 
specifically with children and youth, or in training other 
leaders for such work. 

Some wonderful exceptions
There are obvious and wonderful exceptions to this rule, of 
course, many of whom appear in this Checkpoint. Amongst 
others, we think of the Snowdons working with high school 
youth in Valencia, or the Lims in Japan with Hi-B.A, the 
High School Born-Againers. Mimy Gardner works as a 
school teacher in Leipzig. Erin Moorcroft assists in training 
scripture teachers in Ireland. Glen Turner is the principal of 

Mara primary school in Tanzania, and CMS has missionaries, 
including teachers, serving at schools in Cambodia, Ethiopia, 
Nepal and elsewhere. 

But these and other inspiring examples—for whom we 
regularly pray God’s blessing and continue to support—
still represent less than 10% of the total number of CMS 
missionaries working around the world. We would love to 
see them joined by many, many more new workers.

Where the needs lie
Where would we like to see people volunteering for mission 
amongst children and youth? We can summarise three areas 
in which we are praying that God would raise up specific 
workers: primary and high schools, church ministries, and 
training children and youth workers in particular mission 
locations.

Primary and high schools

This is such an obvious and important area 
of need that we have devoted an entire 
Checkpoint Online article1 to the need for 
primary and high school teachers across a 

range of subjects and in schools both secular and Christian. 
But as CMS missionary Tamie Davis has noted in that article: 

God can use you if you have a 
heart to see children reached 

with the great gospel of his grace. 

1 See www.cms.org.au/we-need-teachers

Around the world, there are vast needs, and many opportunities, to reach youth and 
children with God’s love in the Lord Jesus Christ. Here CMS Australia International 
Director Peter Rodgers asks: could you go?

C O U L D  you G O ?
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“We don’t only need teachers! Our school has benefited 
greatly from an occupational therapist and a school 
counsellor, both services that are unavailable here…in a 
similar vein, many schools struggle to source experienced 
leaders and administrators. I want to encourage school 
principals and directors to know that there’s a great need 
for their skills too.”

If you have ability and qualifications in education or 
in related areas such as school administration, health, 
or counselling, read that article and make contact with your 
local CMS branch to talk about possibilities. The enthusiasm 
of our CMS missionaries for the right people to serve in 
these ways is palpable, and the gospel opportunities are often 
not just in schools but in the entire associated community.

Church and Christian ministries

In some locations our mission partners long 
to actively reach children and youth, but 
they face specific challenges relating to their 

context. They have told CMS that they would value young 
(and not-so-young) godly and committed leaders who would 
be prepared to offer help. 

The church in Japan is generally older and shrinking in size, 
but there are exciting initiatives and needs amongst the 
younger population. CMS missionaries Brad and Michelle 
Jackson, now returning to Australia, have been praying that 
God would provide at least one leader to take on the youth 
work they have been involved in through Young Life in 
Kobe, Japan. In many parts of East Africa, the population 
of younger Christians under the age of 15 is enormous.  
Yet diocesan leaders and bishops recognise that there is a great 
shortage of gospel leadership to teach these young Christians 
what it is to believe in the Lord Jesus and live as his disciples. 
Similar stories could be multiplied in North Australia and 
around the world in places where CMS is involved.

Training leaders for youth and 
children’s ministry

One of our key areas of focus as a mission 
organisation is to “equip Christian leaders 

for church and society” (from the CMS mission statement). 
On page 7 of this Checkpoint CMS missionary Erin Moorcroft 
gives an insight into valuable ways to help keen Christians 
who would like to be better equipped for gospel ministry 
with young people. 

Could you go?
There is a worldwide need for committed Christians who 
will bring the gospel to children and youth; whether in 
schools, in churches, or in Christian youth organisations. 
Some work calls for specific skills and qualifications. Other 
work requires a particular temperament or flexibility of 
approach. Without exception, however, God can use you 
if you have a heart to see children reached with the great 
gospel of his grace, and a willingness to serve him in the 
way that he reveals. How can you play your part?  

Images: Top, Michelle Jackson with a girl from her youth group; 
Bottom, Japanese high school students praying.

Whether here or in another place, do you 
have the gospel commitment, passion, 
character and skills to bring the gospel to 
young ones? Speak to your CMS branch 
about how you can work with youth and 
children here and elsewhere.

go
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M E G  W E I G H T M A N
We praise God for the life of Meg Weightman, 
who died in Adelaide on 20 September 2019, 
aged 97. Meg and her then husband John served 
the Lord with CMS on Groote Eylandt from 
1952-57. Meg taught the young indigenous 

women domestic sciences, including cleaning, cooking, and sewing 
on treadle sewing machines. She and John had four children 
during those years. In Adelaide later, Meg was a keen member of 
Holy Trinity Church and of the CMS SANT branch, and wrote 
encouraging letters to their link missionaries. We thank God 
for Meg’s life and ask him to comfort her children, Meredith, 
Geraldine, Margaret, Tim and Andrew.

B A R B A R A  S P R I N G
We praise the Lord for the life of Barbara Spring, who died in 
Melbourne on 10 November 2019, aged 93. The Lord called 
Barbara to mission through the CMS League of Youth (Vic), 
and she had an extensive ministry in Tanzania, teaching and 
ministering in Katoke, Mwanza, Buhemba, and Shinyanga from 
1952 to 1992. Her most significant contribution to God’s church in 
Tanzania was through her 20-year ministry as Principal of Nyakato 
Bible School in Mwanza. There she and her colleagues helped to 
give hundreds of promising Christian leaders a firm grip of their 
salvation in Christ, and sound training in evangelism and teaching. 
In 1993, Barbara, now retired, became the Acting Principal of 
St Andrew’s Hall. For years she cared for female missionaries 
through the Missionary Care Fellowship and her local church. 
We praise God for her life and for all the care she received from 
her nieces—Jane, Sue, Barbara, Cathy, Alison, Bea, and Elissa. 

Exciting news

Building works at St Andrew’s Hall began in mid-January! 
The hope and plan is to complete the project by Christmas 2020.

Our training of CMS missionaries will continue. We will be using 
the facilities of St Columb’s Anglican Church, Hawthorn 
during 2020. Give thanks to God for a smooth move and for 
the provision of housing in the local area. Thank God also for 
the generosity of the people of St Columb’s.

Please pray

For our project managers, our builders, and the CMS oversight 
team. Pray for safety on site, efficient progress through the 
year, good working relationships, and wisdom and grace for all 
involved. Thank you for your faithful partnership with us in 
praying and working towards a world that knows Jesus.

GIVING  thanks TO GOD

A N D  W E  K N O W  T H A T  I N  A L L  T H I N G S  G O D  W O R K S  F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H O S E 

W H O  L O V E  H I M ,  W H O  H A V E  B E E N  C A L L E D  A C C O R D I N G  T O  H I S  P U R P O S E

Romans 8:28
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Sam Webster (8), Namibia 

Olivia Webster, Sam’s mum, shares:

“Our local dentist has a blackboard and 
sometimes there are Bible verse references 

about treating people well and people being valuable. But 
last week I looked over and Sam had written this memory 
verse (Romans 6:23) on the board!”

Julien Puffet (5), France

Catherine Puffet, Julien’s mum, shares:

C:   So Julien, do you tell your friends about 
Jesus?

J:  Yes.
C:   And what do you say when you tell your friends 

about Jesus?
J:   Hmm I don’t know what I say I just do different things 

every time.
C:    Okay. What opportunities do you have to talk about Jesus 

with your friends?
J:  Not too many and not too few.
C:    Okay I just have one more question. Yesterday I saw you 

talking with Tamie about Jesus, because Tamie asked you a 
question. Do you remember what he asked you about God?

J:   Yeah. Zach said that God was dead and then I told him 
that God was dead and now alive.

C: And can we ask you how you knew that?
J:  Because I read the Bible and I know the Bible is true.

Rebekah Beer (16), Northern Territory 

“I have a surprising group of friends. 
An Atheist, a Muslim, a Catholic and me. 
It almost sounds like an opening for a 
joke! And so, when you ask me about what 

opportunities I have in my secular government school…I 
would answer that I’ve actually had more than I thought I 
would. 

I’ve been praying for friends and family that don’t know 
Jesus for ages, but only relatively recently have I been praying 
for opportunities that God might use me to talk to them.”

MISSIONARY 
SPOTLIGHT

DAY 7 – CMS TRAINEES COURSE 1, 2020

AMENDMENTS

PRAYER DIARY UPDATES

MARTY & KATRINA FELTHAM 
with Simeon, Jed and Luke 
(CMS NSW & ACT)   
Planning to serve in Kenya 

JAMES & RACHELLE FOLEY 
with Xavier and Rupert 
(CMS SANT)    
Planning to serve in Chile

CHRISTOPHER & KRISTY 
with Joshua, Esther and Caleb 
(CMS NSW & ACT)   
Planning to serve in Malta 

MAURICE & AMANDA JACOBSON 
(CMS TAS)   
Planning to serve in Cambodia

TIMOTHY & OLIVIA MULHERIN 
with Ben, William and Daniel 
(CMS VIC)   
Planning to serve in Cambodia

DAY 5 
GEOFF & ROBYN from CMS NSW & ACT will 
return from Malta for Final Home Assignment 
in August 2020.

DAY 9 
I & R (STWs) from CMS QNNSW will return from 
Nepal in Jun 2020.

DAY 13 
L & C, with Y (2) and A (0), will be serving in the Middle East 
from July 2020. They are from CMS QNNSW. 

DAY 21 
CHRISTOPHER & JULIE DEAN are from the CMS VIC 
branch, not CMS NSW & ACT.

Checkpoint asked CMS missionary kids (MKs): 
“What opportunities do you have to tell your 
friends about Jesus?”
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Alice and the King’s Quest 
is a story that helps explain 
long-term mission to young 
kids. The story is a parable 
about how God (the King) 
loves everyone in the whole 
world, and how he calls on 
ordinary Christians (like 

Alice), to tell people who don’t yet know him, about 
Jesus and his love. 

The King decides to throw a party and invite everyone 
in the kingdom to tell them how much he loves them— 
including the people in ‘Farawayville’. But who will 
give them their invitations? Alice, an ordinary knight, 
puts up her hand and says she will go. She tells her 
friends and family, and she goes to live and work with 
the people in Farawayville. The story ends with the 
King hosting his party and showing all the people, 
including some from Farawayville, how much he loves 
them. It is a great love that is “even more than Alice 
could have ever imagined”. 

Alice and the King’s Quest was written by a missionary 
couple to help explain to their nieces and nephews 
why they were going to work overseas. The book has 
simple language and concepts and bright, engaging 
illustrations. 

My daughter (now five) has enjoyed reading this story 
for a few years. She especially loves to trace the journey 
Alice takes to get to Farawayville—“down the river; 
through the forest, over the mountains and across the 
plains…” We often refer back to the story if we are 
talking about God’s mission, the work of missionaries 
like Alice, and also the role of those who partner in 
prayer, care and financial support for those who go. 
At the end of the story you will find questions, answers 
and key Bible passages to help you talk about God’s 
mission for the world with your kids.

It is a great story to help children explore why people 
would leave their home country and their family and 
friends, and go to another culture to share God’s love.

BOOK 
REVIEW Go to cms.org.au /get-involved OR complete this form:

  MISSIONARY NAME/S  

  I will pray for the extension of 
God’s kingdom and would like to 
receive prayer updates about CMS 
missionaries and their locations.

Visit cms.org.au /go OR talk to someone  
about serving as a missionary by contacting 
your local branch (see back page).

Visit cms.org.au / get-involved /care to find out more OR fill in 
your contact details to receive information about caring for  
CMS missionaries. 

   I will show practical care for CMS 
missionaries and the communities 
in which they serve.

  I will give money to CMS so  
the work of proclaiming Jesus  
can continue.

Visit give.cms.org.au OR fill in the form below:

I will give a:     monthly gift       one-off gift

Amount:   $25   $50   $100   $200  other $  

  direct debit  
 (please mail the form)

I will pay by:    cheque/money order
 (pay to ‘Church Missionary Society’)

  Please send me information about making a bequest to CMS. 

  NAME ON CARD

  SIGNATURE

Credit card:   Visa    MasterCard

Card no. CVV:

Expiry: /

Title      First name/s                         

Surname  

Street address  

Suburb  

State                  Postcode                 

Phone (H)              (M)                           

Email  

Name of church I attend  

Best days/times to contact me                       

go

pray

give

care

MAIL THIS TO YOUR CMS BRANCH  
(SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS)

Grace, David & Grace, Emily, 2017, Alice and the 
King’s Quest. Australia, Imani Publishing Australia.

Review by Naomi Jones, 
Editorial Coordinator at CMS Australia

GET INVOLVED!
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CMS NSW & ACT 
 
Level 5, 51 Druitt St SYDNEY NSW 2000 
PO Box 21326 WORLD SQUARE NSW 2002 
(02) 9267 3711 nswact@cms.org.au     
cms.org.au /nswact 

CMS QNNSW
Level 4, 126 Barry Parade (PO Box 617)  
FORTITUDE VALLEY QLD 4006 
(07) 3171 3020 qld@cms.org.au    
cms.org.au /qldnnsw

CMS SANT
37 Angas Street ADELAIDE SA 5000 
(08) 8212 4838  sa.nt@cms.org.au    
cms.org.au /sant

CMS TAS
PO Box 501, SANDY BAY TAS 7006 
0438 590 559  tas@cms.org.au    
cms.org.au /tas

CMS VIC 
 
Level 1, Building 1, 630 Mitcham Rd  
MITCHAM VIC 3132 
PO Box 2150 RANGEVIEW VIC 3132 
(03) 9894 4722   vic@cms.org.au    
cms.org.au /vic

CMS WA
 

31 Acheson Cr WOODVALE WA 6026 
(08) 6209 9159  wa@cms.org.au     
cms.org.au /wa 

CMS Australia
Level 5, 51 Druitt St SYDNEY NSW 2000 
PO Box 20095 WORLD SQUARE NSW 2002 
(02) 9284 6777 cmsa@cms.org.au 
cms.org.au      

St Andrew’s Hall 
Temporary Address: 

448 Burwood Road HAWTHORN VIC 3122 
sah@cms.org.au 

cms.org.au

CMS (Church Missionary Society) works with churches to set apart, equip and support  
long-term workers who cross cultures to share the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CMS QNNSW
SUMMER SCHOOL

1-6 JANUARY
2021

CMS NSW & ACT
SUMMER SCHOOL

2-8 JANUARY
2021

CMS SANT
SUMMER CONFERENCE

TBA
2021

CMS TAS
SUMMERVIEW
14-17 JANUARY

2021

CMS VIC
SUTS

13-16 JANUARY
2021

CMS WA
SUMMERFOCUS

TBA
2021

CMS Summer Conferences are part of our 
vision for a world that knows Jesus. A chance 
to hear from God’s word, meet missionaries, 
spend time with brothers and sisters who 
share a passion for mission, and shape your 
mission plans for the year. 

Listen to talks from 2020 here:
cms.org.au / summer-conferences

“I love starting the year at a CMS 
conference. It is time to draw aside 

before the busyness of the year and to 
be focused on the race that lies ahead, 
growing in faith and with a fresh desire 

to see a world that knows Jesus.”

Ruth Hanlon, TAS

“Summer School is encouraging because 
you don’t just get to learn lots about 

the Bible from great talks. You also get 
to think deeply about the mission we 
have to bring God’s word to everyone, 

especially to those who haven’t heard it.”

Lydia Soo, NSW & ACT

Summer
Conferences

2020 RECAP
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