
SPECIAL PRAYER FOCUS: CHRISTMAS
Father God, thank you for sending your Son into the world 
to walk among people and ultimately to give up his life 
for us. We praise you that we can remember the precious 
gift of Jesus each year at Christmas. Please be with CMS 
missionaries as they are involved in Christmas celebrations. 
Make them courageous as they share the gospel with 
those in their churches, workplaces and communities, and 
equip them with words of truth and light. We pray these 
things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SUNDAY 1 – ARGENTINA
Martin & Julie Field pray for the godly working out of 
ongoing tensions in the Argentinian student movement they 
are part of. Peter & Terry Blowes pray for Marcelo Perez, 
the designated new National Director of ABUA, as he and 
his wife Lorena return to Argentina after 18 months studying 
in Puerto Rico. Pray for financial support for Marcelo to be 
raised within the movement. Amy Stephens prays for good 
conversations and relationships with students affected by 
the cancellation of national congress next month.

MONDAY 2 – MEXICO, BOLIVIA & PERU
Peter & Sarah Sholl pray for a productive outworking of 
discussions had at last month’s MOCLAM get together 
in Chile. Adrian & Anita Lovell give thanks for Nataly, a 
Peruvian missionary-in-training who has just completed her 
Preliminary Theological Certificate. Nick & Kysha Davies 
pray for the large group of Anglican pastors and laity 
preparing their essays and exams for their first MOCLAM 
course. Grahame & Patty Scarratt give thanks that 
Guidance and the Voice of God by Phillip Jensen is now being 
sold or donated all over the Spanish-speaking world. Pedro 
& Joy Oliveira-Woolmer give thanks for the safe arrival of 
their baby girl, Zoe, and pray for God to open a way for them 
to gain permanent residential status in Montevideo.

TUESDAY 3 – CHILE
Chris & Stef Overhall pray that many people would attend 
their church’s evangelistic carols event and respond to 
the gospel. Michael & Jo Charles pray for CEP students 
as they complete the academic year with exams and final 
assignments. Pray that those whose futures are uncertain 
will trust in the one who knows the future, and who ordains 
all things for our good and his glory. Gary & Julie Haddon 
pray for those graduating from CEP this month and give 
praise for all they have learned. Pray for their future ministry. 
Frances Cook prays that the CEP-organised Provincial 
Youth Leaders’ Camp would happen, and that Christ’s church 
would be built up by it.

WEDNESDAY 4 – ETHIOPIA, KENYA & TANZANIA
Shane & Naomi Rubie pray that they would manage to get 
some time away to refresh themselves. Roger & Lynn Kay 
give thanks for Roger’s appointment as Rector of St Anne’s 
Strathfield and Lynn’s work establishing Hope for Justice 
in Australia. Maggie Crewes prays for good farewells and 
pack-up from UK life over the past five years. Pray that 
annual leave would be a refreshing break as she heads 

back to begin her new role as Country Director of Hope for 
Justice in Cambodia. Norm & Janelle Gorrie give thanks for 
three big youth camps. Pray these will be a wonderful time of 
building up one another in Christ.

THURSDAY 5 – TANZANIA
Arthur & Tamie Davis pray for staff travelling home for 
Christmas, to be able to communicate effectively about their 
work with TAFES. Glen & Dominique Turner pray for Glen’s 
leadership through some recent issues that have arisen at 
Mara Anglican Primary School. Kevin & Karen Flanagan 
pray for the ongoing ministry of teaching seminars in village 
churches—that parishioners would be encouraged and built 
up in their faith. Judith Calf prays that the new churches of 
Lweru will celebrate the Christmas season with joy, safety, 
and hearts that are turned towards Jesus. Mike & Katie 
Taylor pray for ongoing wisdom, patience and energy as 
they seek ways to best equip leaders for ministry, especially 
in the light of the current challenges in their ministry location.

FRIDAY 6 – NAMIBIA, SOUTH AFRICA & DR CONGO
Mike & Karen Roe praise God that Karen’s visa for South 
Africa has been granted. Pray for the family to be recharged 
as they rest in the lead up to Christmas. Daniel & Olivia 
Webster pray for good rest, family time and preparation over 
the Christmas break. Pray for wisdom in choosing options 
for Olivia’s physiotherapy work. Kylie Zietsch thanks God 
for the great year at JBC and the growth and dedication 
of students and staff. Praise God that he has shown to be 
faithful through these difficult months. Nathan & Diane 
Lovell pray for all their new graduates who are heading to 
new job opportunities. Pray for those still seeking ministry 
positions, that God would provide for them. David & Prue 
Boyd pray for quick and complete rehabilitation for Prue’s 
back following her operation. Give thanks that Ebola was 
successfully prevented from spreading in Bukavu and Goma. 
Graham & Wendy Toulmin pray for the youth of DRC. 
So many are disillusioned and lacking hope for the future. 
Pray for Christian churches to graciously nurture them, 
modelling Christ-likeness, encouraging them to be wise 
and to stand strong in this complex economic and political 
environment. Andrew & Margie Newman thank the Lord 
for his sustaining power and people’s generosity throughout 
deputation. Pray for helpful goodbyes to family and friends.

SATURDAY 7 – DEVELOPMENT & TRAINING
SAH: D & J give thanks for the opportunity to be encouraged 
at the CMS missionary conference in Sydney. A & A pray 
that the many useful things they learned at SAH will help 
them as they serve churches in deputation and plan for their 
return to Indonesia. C & J thank God for all they’ve learned at 
SAH, for the friends made, and for the opportunity to serve 
God in his saving mission in his world. R & S give thanks for 
their cohort of trainees at SAH, for the staff, and for God’s 
steadfastness. D & C thank God for a wonderful time at SAH, 
and for all that they’ve learned. Pray for the beginning of 
their deputation, especially their time visiting US churches 
during December. E prays for a special time with family this 
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Christmas holiday and for final preparations to be done 
before going on location soon.
Mentac: Thank God for Colin Stoker’s time as an apprentice. 
Pray for God’s blessing on his future ministry.

SUNDAY 8 – SOUTH EAST ASIA
H & M pray for a smooth transition back to Australia, 
especially for K, J, and C. Pray for good preparation for 
Summer School and Home Assignment. I prays for one-
on-one interviews with students in the culture classes to 
start faith conversations. J & I give thanks for all those 
who have prayed for them and supported them throughout 
the year. Thank God that they have been able to see lives 
transformed for the glory of God. T & E give thanks for a 
time of mutual blessing and learning with their link churches. 
J prays for preparation for final exams, and God’s guidance 
as any Christmas social functions are organised. K prays for 
refreshment during this season and special time spent with 
family and friends in South Australia. Pray that all our eyes 
will be lifted to our great hope.

MONDAY 9 – SOUTH EAST ASIA
M & L pray that they and the college community will be 
encouraged in Christ, and that a difficult year will finish on 
a good note. N & R pray for God to strengthen and guard 
the church, and to soften the hearts of those that attend 
events so that the Christmas message may be welcomed, 
and hearts transformed. Join S in praying for opportunities 
during December to share the greatest gift ever given for all 
people. Pray for the Buddhist peoples of South East Asia to 
put their trust in Jesus the hope of the world. Na thanks God 
that local believers have more opportunities to share about 
Jesus at this time of year. Pray that God would work through 
the message that is shared. Ne prays for continued growth 
and perseverance in language and culture learning, in a way 
that will show the good news of grace to those around her.

TUESDAY 10 – CAMBODIA
Bethany Vaughan praises God for the development of 
her Khmer language, and for ongoing opportunities to use 
it to serve him every day. Pray for Wim & Maaike Prins, 
particularly for Wim’s recovery following recent surgery. Pray 
for Craig & Samantha McCorkindale and their family as 
they return to Australia for Home Assignment after three 
years away. Dave & Leoni Painter pray for their students, 
that they will grow in their understanding of how the Bible fits 
together. Pray for Andrew & Liz Glover as they continue to 
learn Khmer and minister at ICF.

WEDNESDAY 11 – INDONESIA, SINGAPORE & TIMOR-LESTE
Alan & Helen Wood praise God for the arrival of Zane 
and Karen Elliot, with William and Amelia (with CMS in New 
Zealand), commencing ministry at Christmas. Pray as they 
settle in and adapt to their new culture and environment. R 
prays that, in this season of gift giving, those of the majority 
faith will accept the greatest gift of all. J & D pray for the 
special Christmas events with young people at their house—
especially for the soccer team outreach. Marty & Jenny 
Foord give thanks for the students God has given ETC Asia. 
Pray that Marty and Jenny would have a refreshing holiday 
and be suitably recharged for the new year ahead. Chris 
& Grace Adams pray as they continue to adapt and get 
to know Emily as the newest member of their family. Pray 
for them as they travel, visiting partner churches and family 

throughout December. N & R pray they would be able to 
show their family and friends that they love them, even as 
they say goodbye.

THURSDAY 12 – NORTH AUSTRALIA
Chris & Karen Webb praise God for the many opportunities 
they have had to share the gospel, disciple and train 
Aboriginal people in Broome and the Kimberley during 2019. 
Pray for Matt & Lisa Pearson as they prepare for Christmas 
in Gunbalanya and negotiate the increasing humidity at this 
time of year. Pray for Tavis & Kate Beer as they continue 
to work on the development of leadership pathways for 
Aboriginal churches. Derek & Rosemary Snibson pray for 
the volunteers from the local churches as they organise and 
present the Leanyer Recreation Park Carols this Saturday. 
May the message of Jesus be clearly conveyed to the 
local community. Wayne Oldfield & Mandy Jones give 
thanks for their holidays and pray for a refreshing, joyful, 
and relaxing break. Ian & Jenny Wood praise God for the 
partnership and support of seven congregations. Pray for 
working out final travelling and location details and preparing 
for Summer school.

FRIDAY 13 – NORTH AUSTRALIA, PNG & VANUATU
Matt & Kate Vinicombe pray that Christians on Groote 
would be encouraged by the Christmas story and that 
there would be opportunities to tell it in community. Keith 
& Marion Birchley give thanks that the six UPNG students 
were able to come to NTE and be involved in a mission. Joel 
& Tiffanie Atwood pray for a good transition to Australia 
for six months, beginning with AFES NTE.

SATURDAY 14 – UAE & JORDAN
K prays for the Japanese women in her classes, that they 
and their families will come to an event at Christmas. J & D 
pray that J’s preaching will encourage people to grow in their 
relationship with Jesus. W & C pray that many who don’t 
know Jesus will attend Christmas outreach events. Malcolm 
& Charissa pray that the Christmas season will be full of joy 
and that God will bring new people to church to experience 
it. M & O pray that they would have rich times with family, 
friends and supporters as they prepare for Summer School, 
and moving in January.

SUNDAY 15 – MIDDLE EAST
J prays for good follow up of people who have made 
significant faith steps. L prays that she would be a good 
witness to those around her while on home assignment. 
Pray that she will testify well how God is at work in the Middle 
East. S & P give thanks for the many opportunities S has 
had already to connect with people from his background 
and ask that God would use these contacts well. L & I pray 
that they’d settle into their new multicultural community and 
build relationships there.

MONDAY 16 – MIDDLE EAST
S & C pray for safety during the Christmas celebration 
period. Pray that the gospel will be declared faithfully and 
that there would be many opportunities to share Jesus with 
neighbours. M prays for more conversations about Jesus in 
this month of Christmas. C prays for several short trips away 
with some of her ex-Arabic teachers. Pray that they would 
happen and that they would be good relationship building 
and sharing opportunities. B prays for good decisions as she 
thinks about plans for her future.
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TUESDAY 17 – NEPAL
Pray for K & M L as they continue with their final home 
assignment visiting supporters. Pray for I & R as they 
continue at KISC in the training of teachers. D & E thank God 
for a good term at KISC and a very successful activity week 
and pray for God to provide English and Maths teachers. 
Pray for J in the many responsibilities she has as the School 
Director of KISC, that she will be wise and pastoral in working 
with staff.

WEDNESDAY 18 – NEPAL & PAKISTAN
K (& B) pray that Christmas events and carolling during this 
time will show people the love and peace of Jesus, even 
when the Christmas public holiday has been withdrawn in 
Nepal. B & L give thanks for their youngest daughter Ruth’s 
marriage to Ben and pray for them as they start married life 
together. Pray for safe delivery for their first grandchild. G 
& R pray that some may understand the true significance 
of Christmas for the first time this Advent. Pray for L & T as 
they host a joyous celebration in their local community and 
for safety from those who might want to disrupt their joy. 
S prays for opportunities to explain why believers celebrate 
Christmas, as she speaks with her Hindu and Buddhist 
friends and neighbours. D & S pray God will open hearts and 
minds to his grace granted in Christ among the students on 
campus, the faculty where D works, their friends, the high 
schoolers off-campus, and S’s fellow teachers.

THURSDAY 19 – SOUTH ASIA
E prays, as she moves to a new house, that relationships 
with neighbours would be established. Pray that God would 
provide opportunities to share about Christmas. S (& T) give 
thanks for T’s visa for Australia! Give thanks for those who 
have been praying for it. K thanks God for the opportunity 
that many local believers in the capital city have to celebrate 
Jesus at Christmas. Pray that local believers and cross-
cultural workers would make the most of opportunities to 
share their hope in Jesus. L prays that Christmas celebrations 
at work and in local gatherings will honour and point people 
to Jesus. M & K pray that God would guide them and 
provide a suitable family for a homestay, hopefully a family 
from the majority background with a child of similar age. S & 
I ask for courage and a strong desire for believers in South 
Asia to meet together at Christmas to worship the Saviour. 
Ask for majority believers to grapple with the significance 
of Jesus’ miraculous birth, its Old Testament fulfilment and 
the recorded witness of the angels. A gives thanks for the 
provision of good housing in South Asia and prays for good 
goodbyes as she prepares to leave for location next month.

FRIDAY 20 – CMS AUSTRALIA
Pray for CMS-A Senior Staff as they prepare talks and 
presentations for summer conferences. Give thanks for the 
Directors of CMS-A who volunteer their time to serve. In 
particular, give thanks for the excellent work they undertook 
to progress the redevelopment of St Andrew’s Hall.

SATURDAY 21 – FRANCE
Caroline Evenden prays for preparations for Summer 
School, and time with family over Christmas. Pray God 
would draw many to the true and living Jesus in France 
this Christmas. Daniel & Kate Morris pray for sharing the 
gospel with non-believers around them this Christmas. Pray 
that people would turn to the Messiah. Josh & Susannah 
Apieczonek give thanks for time to celebrate the gift of 

Jesus with family, friends and neighbours over Christmas. 
Colin & Catherine Puffett pray for the Christmas lunch 
they host at church. Pray that there would be a profound 
sense of belonging as they celebrate Christ’s birth, and the 
mystery that he joins us together as an eternal family. Kelly 
Landrigan prays for Christmas meals with her friends in the 
community. Pray particularly for her friend S, that she and 
her daughter would come along. M prays that she’d speak 
clearly about Jesus as she hosts some friends for Christmas 
celebrations, and that they’d understand the incredible truth 
that God became a man.

SUNDAY 22 – ITALY, IRELAND & MALTA
Simon & Jessica Cowell pray for their preparation for 
CMS Summer School and for good health so that they 
can make the most of this opportunity to share what the 
Lord has been doing Bari, Italy. Gillian Law prays for the 
IFES Europe students’ evangelism conference held after 
Christmas, especially for students attending from Italy. 
Pray that they will be encouraged and challenged by God’s 
word. Naomi Brunacci prays that students going into the 
Christmas break would rest well and consider how to talk 
about the good news of Emmanuel with their friends and 
family. Erin Moorcroft prays that as people stop and admire 
the Christmas lights through the towns, streets, shops and 
houses, that they would come to know Jesus as the true 
light—the light of the world. G & R pray for a number of 
outreach activities they will do leading up to Christmas.

MONDAY 23 – AUSTRIA, GERMANY & SLOVENIA
Rob & Arabelle Horne pray that they would make the most 
of their last Summer School as CMS Missionaries. Rachel 
Gibbs pray for the students from Austria attending the 
European Evangelism Conference. Pray that they would 
come, ready and open to being formed and changed to be 
more like Christ. Mimy Gardner praises God for the many 
evangelistic Christmas events run at Leipzig English Church 
this month. Pray for courage to take opportunities to talk 
about Jesus during this Christmas period. Klaus & Jude 
Hickel pray for those who only come to church at Christmas, 
that they be challenged to get to know Jesus and continue 
coming in the new year. Kingsley & Veronica Box pray for 
their church in Slovenia to be bold in talking with friends and 
family about Jesus in this Christmas season.

TUESDAY 24 – SPAIN & EURASIA
Jim & Tanja French pray that with their CMS colleagues 
on Home Assignment they can continue to support the 
work of MOCLAM in Spain. Mike & Tania Snowdon thank 
God for a refreshing time at missionaries’ conferences. Pray 
for their preparations for CMS Summer School, and that 
they have a good time with family over Christmas. John & 
Jodi Lovell pray that God will enable them to adjust well 
to life in Sydney and that final Home Assignment will be a 
great encouragement. R prays for good follow up and wise 
decisions about visa sources after the current academic 
year finishes. Miriam Bradshaw prays for courage in 
conversations with extended family at Christmas.
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MONDAY 30 – CMS BRANCHES
NSW & ACT: Pray for the members of the fellowship joining 
them at CMS Summer School in January. Ask that God will 
grow their heart for world mission.
QNNSW: Give thanks for L & C, who have been approved 
as missionaries and pray with them as they establish 
relationships with link churches.
SANT: Thank God for J & R being accepted as Missionaries-
in-Training.
TAS: Praise God for the continued annual growth in 
attendees registering for SummerView conference and pray 
for final preparations for this January conference. Pray for 
our Missionaries-in-Training, M & A, as they prepare to move 
to Melbourne in January for their cross-cultural training.
VIC: VIC Pray for keynote speakers, Peter Adam and Jackson 
Wu as they prepare to present biblical and nourishing 
teaching this year at Summer Under the Son.
WA: Give thanks for the D & J’s completion at SAH, and pray 
for wisdom for the Branch as they work with them on their 
partnership support program.

TUESDAY 31 – CMS FELLOWSHIP
With the Former Missionaries’ Fellowship, we praise God 
for the life of Meg Weightman, who died in Adelaide on 20 
September, aged 97. Meg and her then husband John served 
the Lord with CMS on Groote Eylandt from 1952-57. Meg 
taught the young Aboriginal women domestic sciences. She 
and John had four children during those years. In Adelaide 
later, Meg was a keen member of Holy Trinity Church and 
of the CMS SANT branch and wrote encouraging letters to 
their link missionaries. We also congratulate Rosemary Kruse 
on her 80th birthday on 14 December. Rosemary and Colin 
served the Lord with CMS in Indonesia 1970-75.

WEDNESDAY 25 – EAST ASIA
Ian & Narelle Hadfield pray that St George’s well-attended 
Christmas Services will be used by God to bring all who 
attend a fresh understanding of God with us in Jesus. 
Sam & Shan-Shan Chrisp pray that Christmas will be a 
chance for them to talk more with local people about their 
understanding of Jesus. S & K pray for opportunities to 
invite local friends into their home as they seek to share 
good tidings. L prays for various outreach events the team 
is planning during the Christmas season.

THURSDAY 26 – EAST ASIA
D & T give thanks that they have the joy of spending 
Christmas with family and pray that they will make the most 
of the opportunities this season brings in Australia. E prays 
for perseverance with language studies and praises God for 
great tutors. D & L pray for wisdom and boldness in sharing 
during this time. Pray for L & J leading their international 
church’s Campus Catalyst Team—catalysing their whole 
fellowship to reach international students with the gospel.

FRIDAY 27 – JAPAN
Adam & Helane Ramsay pray for good follow up of 
contacts from their Christmas events, and open doors for 
the good news. Steven & Sandra Parsons praise God for 
fulfilling ministries, particularly with TEAM, and ask that they 
do them well. Roger & Noriko Dethlefs give thanks for 
the committed and passionate co-workers and students in 
the KGK organisation and pray for good attendance at the 
Shibuya Block Evangelistic Christmas Jazz Concert. Nathan 
& Maki Clapham pray for KGK and church Christmas 
events, for boldness in inviting friends. Chenny Thie prays 
for readjusting to life back in Sydney and for CMS Summer 
School preparation. Matt & Jen Lim pray as they plan to 
give Japanese Jesus Storybook Bibles to some of Obi’s 
closest friends from youchien. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work 
in the hearts of both the kids and their parents.

SATURDAY 28 – JAPAN
Dene & Rachel Hughes pray for courage for the KGK 
students to invite their friends to Christmas parties. Pray 
that communicating God’s love through his word would be 
a priority at these Christmas events. Kellie Nicholas gives 
thanks for all the events leading up to Christmas and for the 
opportunity to visit friends over the New Year break. Brad 
& Michelle Jackson pray the newfound faith of women 
in Michelle’s bible study group would grow and be well 
established. Dave & Beck McIntyre ask for prayer as they 
prepare to return to Japan next month. Pray for energy, time 
management, and patience in the family.

SUNDAY 29 – CMS PARTNERS
Pray for the Co-Mission Partners that CMS supports through 
the Mission Support Fund. Give thanks for the three Co-
Mission Partners serving at Nungalinya College in Darwin, 
James, Marlene and Mandy, and that they may be a great 
witness and mentor to the Indigenous students. Thank God 
for our newest Co-Mission partner, Andrea, serving as a staff 
worker with GBU in Florence, Italy. Pray that God will raise up 
more people around the world to serve in partnership with 
CMS.
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