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From the Editor
Naomi Rubie confesses in this
Checkpoint what many of us know
to be true: “there is nothing fun,
enjoyable or humorous about
suffering…nothing stoic or
admirable about us or our attitude in such times,
and we don’t go out of our way looking for or
desiring it. But I would say we’ve come to a peace
about it.”
Because of sin, we live in a world of suffering.
This suffering does not disappear when we
become Christian. Indeed James offers the
extraordinary instruction to “Count it all joy,
my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness.”
Whether you choose to call it steadfastness,
endurance, perseverance, or sheer grit, I am
confident that you will read this edition of
Checkpoint and find both realism and hope in
the many different accounts and responses of
CMS missionaries to the suffering they and those
around them are experiencing, as they continue to
pray, act and proclaim a world that knows Jesus.
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The writer of our lead article M, serving in South
East Asia with L, continues to witness first-hand
the suffering of believers in that place. He speaks of
the incredible pressure being applied by family and
community on those who apparently turn their back
on culture and family in order to follow Jesus. In
so doing he observes that large sections of the Bible
are written to believers in just such situations—with
the result that the encouragements we find there,
to keep looking to the hope of resurrection and
eternal life in Christ, are deeply personal, direct and
transforming of our perspective on life in this world.
Read his article twice!
We believe that CMS missionaries, like all who
trust in the Lord Jesus, are able to testify not
only to suffering but to the comfort found in the
promises and faithfulness of Christ as we proclaim
his name. For we know, with Paul in Romans 5,
that suffering produces endurance, endurance
produces character, and character produces a hope
that can never disappoint.
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CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches
committed to global mission. We work together to set
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apart long-term workers who cross cultures to share the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our vision is for a world
that knows Jesus. We aim to do this by:
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-

Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ

-

Equipping Christian leaders for church and society

-

Engaging churches in cross-cultural mission
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KIDS ACTIVITY BOOK

God wants kids to share his heart for the world
too. Pray around the world – Issue 16 is a fun
activity book with material gathered from CMS
missionaries all around the world to help your

SAMPLE CHALLENGE

BIBLE CHALLENGE

kids learn about different cultures around the

Kate says “I like Psalm 73:26 because it
reminds me that even when I’m weak and

world and pray for global mission!

things are hard (like learning language!), God
is strong and always looking after me”. Use
the codebreaker to write out the verse.

Contact your local branch for
a copy today! (see back
cover for details)
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N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
__ _____ ___ __ _____ ___ ____,

MY FLESH AND MY HEART MAY FAIL
Now fill in the letters
of each country.

___ ___ __ ___ ________ __ __

BUT GOD IS THE STRENGTH OF MY
_____ ___ __ _______ _______.

HEART AND MY PORTION FOREVER
Left: South Asia is surrounded by
mountains on all sides, except the south
where the Indian Ocean is.
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CMS worker M, with his wife L, work in SE Asia and have first-hand knowledge of the

difficulties and sufferings of many believers there. Here M challenges us to see suffering in
the light of future hope and the call for perseverance.

In our country, like many in South East Asia, Christians
have experienced significant persecution and suffering for
their faith. Countries like the one where we work seem to
’open’ to many. It’s a great tourist destination, and part of
the World Trade Organisation with its mandated charter
of human and religious rights. Yet away from the prying
eyes of the outside world new believers are still physically
beaten, economically impoverished, physically restrained
and may be forced to recant their faith. Often this is because
of community pressure put on their family. Loss of face by
the family of a new believer is significant. Describing their
believing adult child as having a mental breakdown is more
acceptable than they have become a believer in God and
effectively, in their eyes, turning their back on their culture
and family.

…it is worth reflecting on a thing we
sometimes miss in Australia – the
spiritual benefit of persecution.

and complicated control of the authorities. In the eyes of the
state apparatus of many countries, a “peaceful revolution”
is being staged by America and the West under the cover
of human rights and democracy, in which the church in
particular is being used to divide their community. So,
with the looming curtailed freedoms and significantly
increased surveillance on Christians by our large Northern
neighbour, the older pastors wonder whether their younger
counterparts will survive what may come in the future.
It is interesting how living and reading with another
community clarifies some things in the word of God. A
surprisingly large percentage of the Bible is written in
contexts where God’s people are persecuted. In these
contexts it is not simply the suffering that is endured by all
humanity due to sin but suffering for righteousness and the
gospel’s sake. In the New Testament, this was the normal
expectation of the Christian life. Luke describes it in Acts.
Peter calls on us to rejoice in it. Paul experienced it through
out his experience of mission and he died clinging to the
presence of the Lord Jesus in all likelihood in a cold empty
dungeon.

Persecution and hope
Most existing pastors here have suffered significantly and
many older house church pastors remember their “prison
seminary” where they learn the truths that would give them
the courage to stand firm. They remember how times of
revival helped the Christian community before significant
crackdown. However, the heavy handed “smash” phase
of persecution, through coercion and violence, is being
superseded by a strategy of the slow squeeze of community
opposition and containment of the church by the arbitrary

The context of South East Asia in which we minister and
read the scriptures with others has forced us to think about
the relationship between persecution and our hope. As
well as the link between suffering and mission. Although
this may seem an academic discussion for a softly raised
Westerner, maybe there is something for us to learn as even
the heat of persecution in the West slowly rises.
Down through the centuries of Christian experience there
have been three basic responses to Christians to suffering
caused by our adherence to the gospel of Jesus: strategies
CHECKPOINT AUTUMN 2019
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of survival that are aimed at passively maintaining the core
activities of our lives of faith, strategies of confrontationally
bearing witness anyway, and lastly, strategies of leaving
either physically or by living the life of a secret believer1.
These are heart wrenching choices and in our context where
persecution is real and often subtle and personal. Let us tell
you a friend’s story.

A friend’s story

So, what kept them going through these dark times? He said
that the prayers of God’s people and the fellowship of others
going through the same trials helped them to stand firm. He
said that keeping focused on Jesus helped and that John 15:18
became very important to him. “If the world hates you, keep
in mind that it hated me first.” He said it helped him keep
perspective on what was happening to him and his young
family.

Encouraging those who suffer

Our friend had been converted in a refugee camp after fleeing
one of the many wars here. When he and his wife made the
When we talk to people about how to encourage those
decision to come home rather than apply to be resettled
suffering deeply from persecution from those they love,
elsewhere, they came back full of enthusiasm for the gospel.
surprisingly they don’t initially talk about their eternal hope.
As is the custom, they moved in with
Our friend says it is his privilege to
his parents, who as business owners
stand beside others who are going
and were people of means. They
through similar difficult times, to
The experience of
purchased a home for them nearby,
empathise with them and to pray.
suffering
fades
away
as
but it came with a catch. Recant your
But, he does not explicitly speak of
faith and you can have the house.
their certain hope of being hope. Yet, if you get people to share
Continue with this foreign faith and
the Scriptures that were helpful
with Jesus grows.
you are on your own.
during that time they come back
with passages like Matthew 5:11They chose the latter and moved
12, 2 Timothy 2:11-12 and James
into what he described as a pauper’s
1:12 – all passages saturated with
house, with no running water and no toilet. They spent 6
our end-of-time hope of reigning and being with Christ.
months there with a young son until he found work. During
The hope they hold onto enables and encourages them as
that time the family tried to manipulate his wife to try to get
they experience awful trials in this life. The experience of
her to persuade him to see sense.
suffering fades away as their certain hope of being with Jesus
Later they moved to a tourist area with others who had
grows. Or to see it from another angle: the glory of God and
returned from the same refugee camp where they sold rice
the hope of our future with him are made so much greater –
to survive. But their singing of praises came to the notice of
because of our sufferings here.
the local authorities and they were arrested and paraded as
The power of perspective cannot be underestimated when it
criminals in front of the neighbourhood. When one of their
comes to enduring persecution. In 2014 on a Libyan beach
group was arrested on another occasion, he died in police
twenty one young Egyptian Christian men where given the
custody that night.
6
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Philpott, Daniel, and Timothy Samuel Shah. Under Caesar’s Sword: How Christians Respond to Persecution. 2018.

choice to deny Jesus and live or die through a very public
beheading. They chose faithfulness to Jesus and sang hymns
up until the swords made their mark – no doubt because
of an all encompassing perspective of the glory of Jesus and
their eternal home with him.

The spiritual benefit of persecution
But, before we get to the role of mission and persecution, it
is worth reflecting on a thing we sometimes miss in Australia
– the spiritual benefit of persecution. It is not just the eternal
perspective that revolutionised those in persecution, but it
is transformation that takes place in the journey. Our friend
said as he looks back on his hard time of suffering, it was
a time when he was more prayerful and more reliant on
God and for that he is thankful. Not all pastors who went
through the harrowing persecution of previous days came
out triumphantly but many did, knowing the deep and all
encompassing trust and prayerfulness that is often bred
in suffering. For the faithful, the experience of suffering
does not defeat them or deflate God’s goodness but on
the contrary enables them to experience the strength and
provision of God, which in turn transforms them.
In addition, the Scriptures teach that the road of mission is
paved with suffering. The “secret of missionary effectiveness
is the willingness to suffer and die. Suffering and service,
passion and mission belong together, both in Jesus
experience and in that of his disciples”2. A recent study
of religious persecution in 26 countries around the world
found that evangelicals, as is the case in our own area, were
the ones in the bullseye of persecution. The study further
showed that persecution has become an active tool used by
those in power to try and limit the growth of churches and
their outreach. Yet, in so many cases these very limitations
have had the opposite effect. Churches have multiplied by a

factor of 12 in the last four decades in our region through
aggressive evangelism and gritty perseverance.
People report that faithfulness in persecution opens doors
for the message of hope. Our friend above eventually saw
his parents come to be believers. Some have said to us
with tears in the their eyes that after coming to faith they
love their families even more. They don’t talk of escaping
suffering but wanting to endure it for the sake of sharing
their hope. Prison stories abound of how captors have
warmed to the persistence, compassion and hope of those
they once bound and beat. After a significant crackdown in
one location one man reported: “After many interrogations
the officers got to know we were not dangerous people and
sometimes became curious about our strong faith”.
A young church planter working with factory workers asked
us recently – how can I tell people the gospel knowing that
it will bring certain persecution? Our answer: what else can
we do - our Lord Jesus alone has the words of eternal life?
(John 6:68)

Further Reading
Be reminded of why CMS is committed to persevering
in mission. CMS International Director Peter Rodgers
speaks of bringing the never-changing gospel to an
ever-changing world here.

go

Have you counted the cost? Go to here
and begin a conversation with CMS
about what mission will mean for you
and for the kingdom.

2
Taylor, William David, Antonia Van der Meer, and Reg Reimer. Sorrow and Blood: Christian Mission
in Contexts of Suffering, Persecution, and Martyrdom. Pasadena, Calif: William Carey Library, 2012.
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WHY RETURN TO
HARDSHIP?

CMS missionaries David & Prue Boyd have spent years ministering in a context of violence
and the societal breakdown of DR Congo. What has been their experience, and what has
driven them to return?

Prue and I arrived as CMS missionaries in Zaire (formerly
and now again the Democratic Republic of Congo) in
1986 to work with the Anglican Church. The Zaire team
eventually reached 19, plus some short-termers, working
mainly in three towns in the east of the country, Bukavu,
Butembo and Goma. Zaire was legendary even in those days
for gross corruption, poverty, neglect and the decrepit state of
its infrastructure.

From Rwanda, a worsening situation
In 1992, major looting across the country by unpaid soldiers
and then locals caused many of our group to evacuate
into neighbouring countries for a period. Then came the
genocide in Rwanda in 1994, which had major effects
on Bukavu and Goma especially, because they sit right at
the border between the two countries. As the Rwandan
army retreated west towards the Zaire border, they forced
large numbers of the population to move with them and
eventually Bukavu and Goma were inundated with 1½-2
million refugees, including many of the main perpetrators of
the killings in Rwanda. They camped everywhere, including
traffic islands and nature strips. Several hundred sought
refuge on Anglican land next to our house. Some who were
ill stayed in our garden. It was several months before the
refugees had moved from the town to camps. There, the
leaders who had organised and facilitated the genocide once
again organised training and re-arming in order to take
Rwanda back.
8
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Having come from suburban middle-class backgrounds in
Australia, these events were challenging and dramatic for
us. Many wondered why we didn’t bring our three children
back to Australia to ensure they were safe from the dangers
of a failed and lawless state with a massive refugee problem
and certain future conflict. Our response was simply that we
knew in our hearts that our calling remained in Zaire, and
we felt able to trust God for safety. How would we have felt
if something had gone wrong? We’ll never know.
The refugees brought enormous hardship to eastern Zaire.
We saw suffering on a massive scale. The world responded
and the area was inundated with UN agencies and NGOs,
some of them fighting over orphaned children in order to
get the most heart-rending photos to drive their donations
up. After two years of this we decided in 1996, for reasons
unrelated to the local situation, that it was time to return
home. Three months later, war broke out, with Rwanda
invading and local rebel forces joining them to overthrow the
32-year-old regime of Mobutu.

Recovery from PTSD in Australia
We were not left unmarked. After three years as a school
chaplain, I was diagnosed as probably having come home
with post-traumatic stress disorder. It was a long way back
again. We learned that, apart from single traumatic events,
PTSD can also be caused by prolonged exposure to gross
injustice and poverty.

Images: Above, Porters near Lwizi, Katanga, Democratic Republic of Congo (stock image)

Could we continue to trust
God? We believed we

certainly could, although
we do not believe that

faithfulness and obedience
necessarily guarantee
safety and comfort.

After 13 years in country Victoria, a new challenge came
when I was appointed State Director of CMS Tasmania.
I was exposed in a fresh way to many enthusiastic and
committed missionaries, young and old, and the challenge to
consider whether we should apply for mission again arose.
We had good health, our children were independent, we had
skills and experience which were still valuable, and so we felt
free to consider what God might have for us to do again in a
mission setting.

Going back
Where to go? After considering places where our Swahili
and/or French would be used, we concluded that the
neediest place we could think of which would fit our skills
and experience was exactly where we had been before –
Bukavu, DR Congo. In the 18 years intervening, there had
been wars and disruption on a massive scale. The war of
1998-2003 had seen the largest death toll in any conflict
since WW2, and the number of displaced people within the
country was still enormous. The east was unstable and had
come to be called ‘the rape capital of the world’. Our skills in
Bible teaching and audiology, and ministry in general, were
still greatly needed.
Could we continue to trust God? We believed we certainly
could, although we do not believe that faithfulness and
obedience necessarily guarantee safety and comfort. We do
believe though that God can be trusted, whatever happens.
We arrived in mid-2014 and started work. Much was
different, much was the same, particularly neglect and
corruption. Then, after six weeks, the blow came—our two
year old grandson Ned had leukaemia. We were devastated
and torn.
And so our back and forth life commenced—six months on
leave without pay supporting Ned and his parents Emily and
Seth and family in 2015 until he was in remission, back to

Congo, several months during our home period supporting
them after he relapsed and had a bone marrow transplant,
six months again during a second bone marrow transplant,
now back in Congo. We are thankful that Ned is, for now,
cancer free.

The faithfulness of God
What to make of all this? I have reflected a lot on the
absurdity and ephemeral nature of life as depicted in
Ecclesiastes. We have seen Ned and his parents in deep
suffering, but we have also seen the generosity and
faithfulness of God as he has ministered to and provided
for us and Ned and his family through many people and
organisations. We are reminded that success and happiness,
seen through the lens of Jesus’ life, do not look the same as
through the world’s eyes.
We don’t know what the future holds—but it is really no
more uncertain for us than it is for anyone else. God remains
faithful and brings what is for our ultimate good out of every
situation we face, whether we can see it clearly or not at
present.

Love in Action: DR Congo missionaries
Learn more about the work of CMS missionaries serving
in DR Congo here.

pray

Pray for the ministry of the Boyds in DRC
today, and ask God to give perseverance
to all who minister and are ministered to in
unstable and dangerous situations.
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CMS is looking for Christians

Where will you serve?

who will serve across cultures.

cms.org.au / opportunities

Shane & Naomi Rubie serving in Ethiopia at Bingham Academy

ENDURINGSICKNESS

CMS missionary Kysha Davies (serving with Nick in Peru) is striving to bring honour to

Jesus in their location, yet struggling with ongoing illness. Read on to be encouraged by
their faithfulness and be better equipped to pray for the gospel work they are doing.

The first year of a missionary’s service
is supposed to be all about learning:
culture, language, people and what
life looks like at the new location. But
my first years’ service was entirely
different. I spent the first nine months
rotating between 2-4 weeks of illness
and 4-10 days of health. Our second
nine months have not been as bad but
I’m a long way from full health.
There have been strange moments.
I would talk with other missionaries
about which hospital to try as if they
were restaurants. At one appointment
the GP told me I needed surgery, a
scan, an invasive procedure, to see
a psychiatrist and then to let him
know how things went with the
immunologist, and after hearing all that
on the walk home a bird pooped on me!
It has been an exhausting 18 months
for both Nick and me. As we tried to
figure out what was happening with my
health, in a language we were not fluent
in, we were also trying to figure out
what marriage looks like for us in this
new location. And believe me, nothing
kills the mood like running to the toilet
20-40 times a day!
The biggest lesson I’ve learnt in all
this is that there is no normal first
year of missionary service. My ability
to communicate has been hindered
and I have spent far less time learning
language and culture than I expected,
but instead I’ve been learning to rely on
other people and their skills.
I thank God for Adrian and Anita
Lovell. As missionaries with experience
in Bolivia and with the medical system,
Image: Village market in Peru

Anita played translator for every single
appointment. Their friendship really
got us through that. And I am humbled
by and grateful for CMS supporters
who I’d only met for maybe an hour
or three but who sent me regular
messages and told me they were
praying for me. I felt so profoundly
upheld in prayer during those first
nine months, so much more than ever
before in my life.

What is God doing?
I’ve occasionally wondered why we
persevere here when I have been so
unwell. What on earth is God doing?
In December we flew to Cusco to
serve with ECAMM (a local missionary
training organisation) for a week so
Nick could teach Introduction to the
Bible and I could assisted with review
and essay writing skills. Nick and I

pray

live in Lima, a city of 10 million, but
the flight between Lima and Cusco is
dotted with tiny street towns between
the mountain ranges. I couldn’t help
but wonder who is reaching these tiny
little pueblos.
I got my answer that first week
of December. As we served with
ECAMM we heard of the work they
are doing to reach these tiny isolated
towns that speak the local indigenous
language (rather than Spanish). These
are the missionaries who are serving
those we can’t get to.
I’m still unwell–although praise
God, it’s not as bad as it was–and I’m
learning more and more what it means
that perfect health is never promised
by our God. But we are committed to
being here, playing our part in reaching
the nations with the good news of the
risen Lord Jesus, despite and through
all the experiences along the way.

Missionaries face the daily difficulties that everyone faces,
often in a completely new location. Pray that God will enable
them to keep their eyes fixed on him and his purposes in the
face of their trials.
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CMS workers S & I, working in South Asia, continue to feel the urgency of persevering in
mission through many difficulties for them and others. Read why.

As we near the end of our second term, we want to offer some
thoughts about why we think it matters to persevere in gospel
ministry on the mission field in the face of difficulties not only
for us but for the people we minister alongside.
We went to South Asia with a prayerful hope for what we
might do during our current term of service. The idea was to
teach English mainly to university students at a small centre
we’d set up after several years with S as a roaming English
teacher. It was close to multiple universities with the hope of
facilitating evangelism and, over time, discipleship amongst
students and others. It started well, with some good classes
and conversation clubs assisted by an enthusiastic American
short-term team.
But ongoing attacks on foreigners and minority groups and
a major terrorist incident put our plans on hold. As matters
developed, and in the absence of all other options, S closed
the English centre and took on the role of Managing Director
as well as Acting Principal of our children’s school (focussed
on children of missionaries) to hopefully keep it going. Even
I’s reading the of the Bible with women was affected by the
busyness of the school’s needs. We had very little time do
engage in what we’d originally hoped to be involved in. But
we felt the school, now servicing 20 mission organisations, was
worth contending for.
Clearly changes such as this are a challenge to perseverance.
But of course, we are not the only ones in our context who
face challenge. We see many different sorts of suffering here in
South Asia.

Encountering suffering
We see the physical suffering of those in our city, from
maimed or destitute beggars and children tapping on the
car windows at traffic lights, to the struggle everyone has to
survive the frail infrastructure of an overpopulated nation and
12
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megacity of 15 million people. This economic pressure is felt
by the national staff at our school, who reflect the problems of
so many in this country.
We see the long-term effects of people having been displaced

...suffering as God does his work

of conforming us to the likeness of

Christ can feel more intense when it
happens in a cross-cultural context.
because of hastily drawn national boundaries, or through
lost land and family, or because they are refugees from
neighbouring lands.
We see the spiritual suffering of those who don’t yet know
Jesus and are subject to idols who keep them in bondage,
leading some to commit arbitrary acts of terrorism and
violence that affect many.
From a Christian perspective, we see the suffering of
persecuted believers and their children through open
prejudice, or their own sense of being in the minority.
Alongside this, we see the suffering of ministering in
challenging cross-cultural friendships and work relationships
with hidden expectations and power imbalances.
In the midst of this, the internal angst or suffering as God does
his work of conforming us to the likeness of Christ can feel
more intense when it happens in a cross-cultural context.

The perseverance of K
When we think of long-term perseverance for Christ here
we think of K. He is a Christian friend we’ve had here for a
* Name changed for security. Please do not put any of this article online

number of years. He’s now working as a paid evangelist in
his own home village despite irrational and unfair treatment
by neighbours, even his own mum, for following Jesus. One
of his biggest burdens is his uncertainty about the future for
his son and daughters, because they don’t have an identity
that makes sense to anyone around them. They have Muslim
names, but he and his son don’t attend the mosque or
participate in the festivals. Various other disciples have started
on the same journey as K, but haven’t been able to keep ‘going
against the flow’.

Reasons for continuing
So what keeps us going, when we think not merely of
our own difficulties but the difficulties faced by our local
friends? For ourselves, we are often reminded by the Bible’s
encouragement to ‘count it all joy’ when various kinds of
testing come upon us (James 1:2-5)—when locals from the
majority religion attack our beliefs with their own logic, or
slow down official papers and visas and so make it difficult for
our school to operate.
It is a deeper challenge, though, when we see those around
us in difficulty for being Christian. Jesus’ own reaction to
suffering was compassion, and we aim to be like him even
when situations don’t seem to change quickly. Sometimes it
doesn’t seem right to say to a brother or sister, “Count it all
joy!”, for we only share in such suffering in a minimal way.
Yet the Bible encourages us even in these situations that the
suffering of believers is a sharing in Christ’s own sufferings,
at work in believers to promote the gospel and prepare us for
glory. In those circumstances we lay hold on God’s promises,
such as:
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has
come on you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when
his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name
of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God
rests on you. (1 Peter 4:12-14)

Image: David with someone he has been sharing with

When we experience difficulty, or when we see local believers
like K going through suffering—then we rejoice for K and
his family believing that they truly participate in Christ’s
sufferings. Further, we rejoice ourselves that God is teaching
us to trust his plans.
We keep asking God to give us his perspective. He’s bigger
than what we see and we want to rejoice in that, while
remaining compassionate and active in the things he gives us
to do in his service.
Serving in Unexpected Ways
Read more of how S & I have been serving in a recent
article they wrote for Checkpoint Online, here.

go

CMS wants people who are committed to
serving alongside believers in difficult and
challenging circumstances, for the long
term. Will you go? Contact your local branch
to find out more.
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E N D U R I N G

opposition

S P I R I T U A L

CMS missionary Glen Turner (serving with

Dominique in Tanzania), serves as the principal
of Mara Primary School. There they face

difficulty from rumour, conflict, witchcraft and ill

health. Yet they continue to see their service of
God as a glorious privilege.

It was a touching moment as the whole staff of Mara Primary
School stood together holding hands, singing and joining in
prayer. I had only recently been appointed by our Bishop as
the Head Teacher of the school and I had just found some
potions and spells, purportedly from a witch doctor of some
description, hidden inside the spare tyre cover of our car.
My colleagues were very concerned for our family, blaming
my wife Dominique’s recent struggles with sickness on this
incident. They were also concerned that these potions could
lead to a car accident, so following the prayer service for me,
it was decided that these items needed to be burnt right away.
It seemed as though there were some people who were not
happy with my appointment.
But actually this was not the first incident that showed there
was opposition to me becoming the new Head Teacher.
Just two weeks into the job, supervising the running of
very important national exams, rumours were being spread
that the school was engaged in cheating during the exam
period (an offence punishable by 20 years in prison!). As I
was sitting in my office quietly doing some work, the door
was suddenly kicked in by the head of the local riot squad.
Accompanying him were the regional police inspector and
a host of government officials instigating a raid. They left
disappointed at finding nothing, but I was beginning to learn
that there were forces against this new direction for the
school. Why?

Opposing change
Our new Bishop, George Okoth, had asked me if I would
consider taking on this role as our Diocese moved through
a time of transition. A big part of his vision is to bring a
culture change amongst the people of this area whereby their
worldview is less influenced by the local cultures and ways of
the past. He wants to see their minds renewed by following
Jesus and that the way things are done being explicitly
Christian and shaped by what the Bible says.
14
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Image: Left, Mara Primary School students, Right, staff

As I was sitting in my office quietly
doing some work, the door was

suddenly kicked in by the head of
the local riot squad.

This means that change is being implemented and the way
things may have been done in the past is happening less and
less. It means that honesty and integrity in work and life
is being emphasized. It has resulted in children no longer
being hit with sticks at school. Families are now being held
accountable to pay school fees on time so that teachers can
be paid. It has also meant changes in approaches to teaching
whereby students are loved and listened to. There are higher
expectations of work ethic because teaching is more than just
a job and pay check—it is a calling. All of these things are
difficult to implement and sometimes I wonder whether what
I am being asked to do is just too Western and not worth the
effort.
And with change comes resistance and, at times, outright
opposition. I still have the challenge of parents complaining
and spreading false rumours about the school. Even staff
members have been actively trying to undermine my
leadership and the directions Bishop George wants to take the
school in. Some outside the school have accused me of filling
my own pockets with school funds. Others have reported me
to the immigration department and the Labour Office. What
is most disappointing to me is that many of the people doing
this are self-professed Christians and members of the local
church—people I know and work with!

Seeing opposition from a spiritual angle
I guess what I’ve been going through is a form of suffering.
Certainly it is opposition. Perhaps it is born from the selfish

motives of others, or perhaps it is the playing out of the
battle against the spiritual forces in the heavenly realms as
we try to bring the gospel to bear on people’s lives and live
out a biblical worldview.
While at times I’m tempted to despair and when I question
whether being the leader of school is the right thing for me
and my family, God has kindly given me reminders of his
goodness and why he has put me in this place at this time.
Having teachers catch the vision of teaching in a Christian
way brings me encouragement. Parents coming into my
office with tears in their eyes because of their gratitude at the
way we have helped their children succeed in their studies is
humbling. Seeing former students return, remembering the
good Christian foundation they received and encouraging
the current students to keep trusting in God, brings joy to
my heart. When students are so obviously growing in their
understanding of the Bible, as they develop in the depth of
their faith and as they begin to grasp the amazing grace of
God in Christ Jesus, I’m so thankful that God would be so
kind as to give me opportunities to serve him like this.
Trying to focus on the positive opportunities and events
helps me to persevere when times are tough. But also
knowing that there are hundreds of faithful ‘prayer warriors’
joining with me, in what sometimes feels like a battle, is an
incredible privilege. I’m grateful to God for this time—even
when it’s hard.

care

Glen reports that he has personally found
enormous encouragement when supporters
have emailed Scripture verses that are relevant
to his situation, or something he’s said in a
prayer letter. Is this something you could do for
a CMS missionary you’re supporting?
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NOT

ALONE

CMS missionary Gillian Law works with a student Christian organisation in Rome, the

Gruppi Biblici Universitari (GBU), a difficult ministry in a spiritually hard area. Why persevere
in a context where support is not always easy to come by on a day-to-day basis?

As the GBU staff worker in Rome
I support students in their mission
to take the gospel of Jesus to the
university. This involves meeting
students, training leaders, developing
relationships with local churches, and
giving practical help in organisation.
Numbers are a challenge. Rome
has over 230 000 students in five
large universities and many smaller
institutions. There are about 20
Christian students involved with GBU
across the three public universities and
one staff worker (me!).
Students have competing demands:
many class hours, hours commuting
(most spend over two hours a day,
some up to four), part-time jobs, family
and church responsibilities. This leaves
little time for GBU ministry. Finding a
common meeting time is hard.
In one Bible study, A had to collect his
younger sister from school so couldn’t
come. B had classes cancelled so stayed
home. C was given an appointment
with his professor at the time of our
bible study, D the atheist comes with
B so is unlikely to come on his own, E
had a cold and went home, leaving just
F and myself. Do I make a three-hour
round trip to uni to meet one student?
And it’s hard to grow. There are more
Christian students in Rome than in the
GBU but they don’t know about us. We
want to encourage them to get involved
in this ministry that is only available at
university. We want to make sure we
remain a group that shares the gospel
and not just a social club, even though
the latter might attract more students.
16
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Image: GBU Rome

The nature of church relations in Italy
means it’s not enough to meet students.
It’s important to meet church leaders
too: letting them get to know us, and
giving their blessing for their students
to participate. This takes time!

Key convictions
A few convictions keep me going:
• I’m convicted that God’s word is
powerful and makes us wise for
salvation. So it is always worth
opening up and reading the
Bible with people, believers and
unbelievers. Even one person.
• I’m convicted that it is the message
of Christ that saves. So the loving
thing to do is to keep talking
about him and calling people to
repentance, even if we could have
more visitors if we avoided this
message.
• I’m convicted about using students
to reach students; they are the

‘locals’ on location. But having
limited experience means they take
time and make mistakes. But it’s
worth taking that time to train them
in ministry principles they can adapt
to their context.
• I’m convicted that cross-cultural
ministry works best led by locals.
This is so important when the
temptation is to accept the offer of
resources from overseas that bring
initial apparent success but are
harder to sustain or be accepted by
Italian church leaders.
I keep going because I’m not alone: I
have colleagues in other cities, people
in Australia pray and write, there is my
church family in Rome. But the main
thing that keeps me going is God himself.
I know that this is his work: he wants
Italians students to be saved and grow
in their faith. I know that the success or
otherwise of GBU Rome doesn’t change
my status as his child. I know that he
loves me and is always with me

Long-term focus: Stable and Steadfast
Like Gillian, CMS is committed to long-term mission. In this online article,
Judith Calf speaks from her own experience about the value of working in
a country for many years.

care

One significant aspect of long-term mission is the need for stable
connections to link churches. Could you provide that stability by
being a long-term mission supporter in your church? Contact your
branch for more information.

7
5

6

LONG OBEDIENCE IN
THE SAME DIRECTION

4

CMS missionary Maggie Crewes, working in partnership with Retrak and Hope for Justice,
reminds us that there are good reasons for the hard work of godly perseverance.

A dear friend helped me debrief, sharing 2 Corinthians 4:1
“Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry,
we do not lose heart”. Huh—easy for you to say, I thought!
Sensing my scepticism, she encouraged me to check what
lay behind the “therefore”. I did that, and found what the
previous chapters spoke of: a sure and eternal hope of glory
(3:10-12), righteousness in Christ (3:4,9), no veil—a living
relationship with Jesus (3:18), life in the Spirit (3:5), a freedom
to serve (3:17). That we all (even our groaning creation) are
being transformed into his image (3:18). Challenged, I asked
myself whether God’s promises and truths, his love, his grace
were any less because of what I had experienced, seen and
endured? I was deeply convicted—most particularly of the
temptation to so easily throw in the towel.
Now, I am no runner. Not of speed, nor endurance, nor
even slow shuffle. But I am an enthusiastic armchair
Olympian. I cheered with the best of them as Haile Selaisse,
and Tirunesh Debaba won gold for Ethiopia (a part of the
world where some of my ministry is focussed). Their years
of preparation, blood, sweat and tears, determination to win,
to give their all were truly awe-inspiring. Thankfully, despite
being of “traditional build” I am not excluded from running
the spiritual race home to our Father. But during tough
moments, of which there have been plenty over the years, I
have doubted that I have the tenacity to keep going.
Hebrews 10:23 exhorts us to “hold unswervingly to the hope
we profess, for he who promises is faithful”. I thank God
that it’s not dependent on my ability (or lack) to hang on,
but on his unswerving faithfulness, his holding on to me.
God does this through his Spirit and through his people.
Countless answered prayers via the CMS networks have
been a life-line. Without supporters’ prayers, no mission
partner can endure. We are in this race together. Paul’s

...we minimise the spiritual battle

3

My first home assignment from Zaire (now Democratic
Republic of Congo) was in 1995. Three tough years: new
culture, languages, isolation, more work responsibility
than I ever felt able to deal with, tricky cross-cultural
relationships, plummeting economy, political unrest,
looming war. As I returned, I was thrown into indecision:
would I, could I, persevere?

to our peril. It is only by God’s

Spirit and in Jesus’ name that we
can stand...

“keep on being filled” (Eph5:18) has a wonderful sense of
a continuous filling, in this very moment—for without his
infilling we leak out, losing enthusiasm and losing heart.
Eugene Peterson’s book A Long Obedience in the Same
Direction, I cannot quote from it nor remember much, but I
have reminded myself of the title of this book many a time.
And, I have kept “Therefore, since through God’s mercy we
have this ministry, we do not lose heart” as my screen saver
(and in my heart!) for over 20 years.
One thing 25 years in Africa has taught me is that we
minimise the spiritual battle to our peril. It is only by God’s
Spirit and in Jesus’ name that we can stand against whatever
battles come our way. We can be quick to sing ‘Refiner’s
fire, my heart’s one desire’, forgetting that to refine gold, the
temperature needs to be over 1000 degrees. There’s been a
few burns along the way. Best to keep our eyes on Jesus.

Hope Through Hardship
Maggie and other CMS missionaries struggle with
hardships just like all Christians, but are able to
speak of what God has taught them as well. See
some of their stories here.

give

Long-term mission requires a stable and
predictable budget, which in turn relies
on individuals becoming regular rather
than sporadic givers. Could you become a
regular giver?
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GOD’S LESSONS
ABOUT ENDURANCE
Here is a deeply personal account of how CMS missionary Naomi Rubie (working with Shane
in Ethiopia) has come to a peace about her suffering and the suffering of those around.

There is an old saying that two things are inevitable in this
world—death and taxes. I’d add one more: suffering. The
Bible tells us we will suffer, and that this is because we live
in a fallen world. But it is also because God himself sends
suffering to us for our own good, and so that his glory may
be revealed in us. As followers of Jesus we carry around in
our body the death of Jesus, so that his life may be revealed
in us (2 Corinthians 4:10).
Here in Ethiopia we have daily experienced suffering in our
personal lives, and in the lives of those we live amongst. I
believe that can be said for all of us, however it seems more
raw and evident here because it is so visible and primitive.
This daily experience doesn’t make it easier. There is nothing
fun, enjoyable or humorous about suffering. There is
nothing stoic or admirable about us or our attitude in such
times, and we don’t go out of our way looking for or desiring
it. But I would say we’ve come to a peace about it. I’ll try to
explain why.
18
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A personal account
I’ll begin firstly with ourselves and physical suffering. Now I
know there are so many others who will have suffered more
than us. That’s the thing about suffering – there are always
others worse off than yourself! Despite this, five of the six
of our family here have had hospital visits here for broken
bones, kidney issues, and infections. We all have constant
stomach issues. Thankfully in a country where health care
is basic, God has faithfully provided for us. Other sicknesses
come through living in community, in a compound, and
working with children. We look to medical care for relief
and answers for this physical suffering, joined with prayer
and petition. We have taught our children Romans 5, that
suffering produces perseverance and character, and Romans
8:35 -37, that nothing can separate us from the love of God.
We believe our afflictions are momentary, and are achieving
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all
(2 Corinthians 4:17).

Fellow Ethiopian

believers modelled to
me how to live with

eyes fixed on Jesus

and the world to come.

A couple of years ago I fell into suffering of a different sort. It
was probably from fatigue, and a desire to have all the answers.
This experience of emotional and mental suffering was directly
from God, given to teach me ‘you are not God’! I had been
trying to work things out in my own strength. God taught
me not only do I not have to work (just rest in him) but that I
can only do things in his strength. Time and again he brought
Scripture and healing, and promises that I am just seeing come
to fruition now. It taught me to let go of the control I wanted so
badly (and still do–it’s a lesson I’m only slowly learning!) It was
a suffering I needed to test my faith, bring perseverance and
increase my maturity (James 1:2-4). I learned lessons during
this time that I couldn’t learn in any other way. Shane too
experienced this through times of burnout.

The suffering of others
Another form of suffering felt constantly here is bearing
one another’s burdens. Christ asks us to do this in Galatians
6:2. The Ethiopian people seem to have lives of suffering
beyond what I’d ever imagined. Daily outside our compound
walls, we are faced with homeless people (predominantly
children and youth) the blind, lame, mentally ill, and poor.
At best our heart cries for them, at worst we are indifferent
or ashamedly annoyed by their constant nagging presence.
Their colossal needs are overwhelming and bring a suffering
of a different kind for a tender heart. I’ve learnt I need to
trust God to put people in my path that he wants me to help,
and to pray through all requests. I’ve been privileged to make
dear friends, and to carry their burdens is an honour.

The comfort God offers
God in his word offers hope to those suffering, through
Jesus. Sometimes in the midst of suffering, one has to
hope, and stand on the promises of Jesus, for the person
suffering–they are not in a position to do it for themselves.

The greatest verse for this is Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away, and he who was seated on the throne said
‘Behold, I am making all things new’.” Also, Romans 8:18
“Our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us”, and James 1:12 “Blessed is
the one who perseveres under trial because having stood the
test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord
has promised.”
Living here has taught me how important it is to live with
‘heaven in our eyes’. Fellow Ethiopian believers modelled
to me how to live with eyes fixed on Jesus and the world to
come. They know this world will soon pass away. They’ve
taught me so much in their depth and richness of suffering
and life. For those who do not yet know the love of God in
Christ Jesus, it makes it all the more important that we meet
them in their place of suffering and share with them the
hope of glory awaiting them.
1 Peter 5:10 “And the God of all grace who called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will
himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen”
Caring Students: Mind, Body, Spirit
Read more about what the Rubies are doing in Ethiopia.

care

Naomi suggests that one of the best ways to
care for the needs of missionaries and those
in their location is to continue to pray for
them, even if there is no other way to supply
their needs. And, says Naomi, “a message of
encouragement never goes astray.”
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Su mrme necre s
C o n fe

Thousands of people gathered together
at CMS Summer Conferences in January
to share in a time of worship, Bible

teaching and fellowship. Attendees
were encouraged as missionaries

shared about the work being done

around the world to fulfil our God-given
mission of a world that knows Jesus.

Gary Millar

David Yung

Simon Manchester

Aaron Dean

NSW & ACT S U M M E R S C H O O L

QNNSW S U M M E R S C H O O L

I’ve been challenged by the tough ministry that Jeremiah
had... how he preached for decades with hardly any

response, and yet he was so faithful to God’s word in
preaching both judgement and salvation. And that’s

something we have to keep doing too, not looking for praise

This week has really helped me. I have grown up Christian,
but now I’m actually sort of closer to Jesus and actually
not just going to church for the sake of going to church
but going because I want to.

from people but just doing what God instructed us to do.

Image: Richard Chin speaking on Colossians.

Greg Anderson

Joel

TAS S U M M E R V I E W

Wei-Han Kuan

VIC SUMMER UNDER THE SON

All in all, Summer Under the Son 2019 was a deep connection

SummerView made me think of the big picture of God’s

with participants, and received fantastic feedback from

me in doing mission in our part of Tasmania for the

people for the Lord in whatever context you are in.

mission throughout the world, which in turn encourages
coming year.

all who came. It was a great reminder to be curious about

GIVING THANKS TO GOD
Barry Butler
We praise God for the Rev Canon Barry
Butler AM, whose died on 11 January 2019
aged 90. Norman Barry Butler (‘Barry’) was
a CMS missionary from 1953 to 1993 in
North Australia. In January 1956, Barry and
Margaret married and returned to Ngukurr
with CMS where they served 10 years, later moving to Darwin.
Barry helped found Nungalinya College in 1974, and later
lectured there full-time until retirement in March 1993. Amidst
many responsibilities Barry never deviated from his pastoral and
teaching ministry to Aboriginal people. We thank God for Barry
and ask God’s comfort for Margaret and the Butler family.

Winsome Bylos
We praise God for Winsome Bylos, who died on 22 October
2018 in Sydney aged 81. At 55, Winsome retired early and
served the Lord with CMS at the Canon Andrea Mwaka
Primary School (CAMPS) in Dodoma, Tanzania, from 19932000. She was an experienced teacher and sometime Acting
Principal, providing a stability that helped the growth of the
school. She enjoyed the unique opportunities that CAMPS had
in presenting God’s revelation to Muslims and Hindus. On
return, Winsome was a vital member of the Branch Candidates
Committee for 15 years and a life-long CMS supporter. Pray
for Winsome’s son Peter with wife Rosalind; daughter Sandra
with husband Paul (formerly with CMS in France), and the
extended family.

John van Emmerik
We praise God for the life and ministry of John van Emmerik,
who died in Hobart on 24 October 2018, aged 88. John and
Helen (d. December 2012) served the Lord with CMS from
1964 to 1978, first as pastor in Maseno, Kenya from 1964 to
1976. From 1971-76, he was principal of the Bible School in
Maseno and the bishop’s examining chaplain. Then in Tanzania
in 1976, John was CMS Representative, negotiated matters like

housing for the CMS team there. He was also in the ministry
team of the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Dodoma. They
raised five children in Africa and then parishes in Hobart.
Please pray for John’s family.

Clarry Baulch
We praise God for the life of Clarry Baulch, who died in Colac
on Friday 26 October, aged 82, in hospital in Geelong. Clarry
and his wife Ann served the Lord with CMS in North Australia,
Clarry from 1960 and Ann from after their marriage in 1962,
through till 1978. They were in Numbulwar (formerly Rose
River Mission). Pray for Ann and their family, thanking the
Lord for Clarry’s strong faith in Christ and his service in the
Lord’s church in the North and in Colac.

Dorothy Tunbridge
We give thanks to the Lord for the life and
faithful service of former CMS Missionary,
Mrs Dorothy Tunbridge who went to be
with the Lord on Friday 9 November 2018.
Mrs Dorothy Tunbridge and Rev Colin
Tunbridge served together as missionaries in
Bolivia from 1971-72 and continued to serve abroad until 1976
as a member serving abroad. Prior to this Dorothy had served as
a single missionary in Pakistan from 1965 - 1971.

John Wheeler
We give thanks to God for the life and faithful service of former
CMS Missionary, Dr John Wheeler who went to be with the
Lord on 12 November 2018, aged 87. John and Dorothy served
as CMS Missionaries in Indonesia from 1990 – 1993, where
they built relationships with university staff as they lectured
at Sam Ratulango University in Manado, thus finding many
opportunities for ministry. They were lifelong supporters of
CMS. Please pray God’s comfort for their extended family.

PRAYER DIARY UPDATES
DAY 7 – CMS TRAINEES COURSE 1, 2019
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ANDREW & MARGARET NEWMAN (CMS QNNSW)
Planning to serve in Uganda

A (CMS NSW & ACT)
Planning to serve in South Asia

IAN & JENNY WOOD (CMS NSW & ACT)
Planning to serve in North Australia

M & O with T, M, L, I
(CMS NSW & ACT) Planning to serve in the Middle East

K (CMS SANT)
Planning to serve in SE ASIA

N & R with S
(CMS NSW & ACT) Planning to serve in Indonesia

MIRIAM BRADSHAW (CMS NSW & ACT)
Planning to serve France

PEDRO & JOY OLIVEIRA-WOOLMER with Mark
(CMS NSW & ACT) Planning to serve in Latin America
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GET INVOLVED!

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT

Go to cms.org.au / get-involved OR complete this form:

pray

Checkpoint asked: “What keeps you
persevering on location?”

I will pray for the extension of
God’s kingdom and would like to
receive prayer updates about CMS
missionaries and their locations.

Visit cms.org.au/get-involved/subscribe to sign up OR indicate below:
MISSIONARY NAME/S

care

After this I looked, and behold, a
great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from

		 I will show practical care for CMS
missionaries and the communities
in which they serve.

Visit cms.org.au / get-involved / care to find out more OR fill in
your contact details to receive information about caring for
CMS missionaries.

all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the

give

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, and crying out with

I will give money to CMS so
the work of proclaiming Jesus
can continue.

a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God

Visit give.cms.org.au OR fill in the form below:

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

I will give a:

Revelation 7:9-10

Amount:

The present situation here in my region (and

I will pay by:

monthly gift
$25

many places around the world) seems so so
far from this picture we’re given of future

Credit card:

hope; and yet this picture is of an assured

Card no.

$50

one-off gift

$100

$200

other $

direct debit

cheque/money order

(please mail the form)

(pay to ‘Church Missionary Society’)

Visa

MasterCard

Expiry:

/

CVV:

reality that indeed awaits. I may not see
much evidence during my time here, but
God is at work and he is faithful. So, by his
grace, we keep going.

B

NAME ON CARD
SIGNATURE

Please send me information about making a bequest to CMS.

serving in the Middle East

go
The ongoing support from

Title

people back home really helps

First name/s 		

Surname 

us persevere. Their commitment

Street address 

in terms of prayer, care and finances is a
constant encouragement and reminder that
this is a team effort. We appreciate all the
people who partner with us in the joys and
struggles and spur us on in this work.

T &E

Visit cms.org.au / go OR talk to someone
about serving as a missionary by contacting
your local branch (see back page).

Suburb 
State

Postcode

Phone (H)

(M)

Email 
Name of church I attend 

serving in South East Asia

Best days/times to contact me 

MAIL THIS TO YOUR CMS BRANCH
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(SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS)



And we boast in the
hope of the glory of God.
Not only so, but we also glory
in our sufferings, because we

CMS’s unchanging vision for
a world that knows Jesus
can only succeed through
the prayerful work of CMS
supporters and missionaries
who trust in the sovereign

know that suffering produces

plan of our heavenly Father.

perseverance; perseverance,

Whether it’s equipping church

character; and character, hope.
And hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has
been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has
been given to us.

leaders in Tanzania, strengthening
believers in Japan, or planting
churches in France, CMS missionaries
are persevering faithfully for the
gospel all around the world.
Join in prayer for missionaries and
those with them, that perseverance
will produce character and result in a
hope that does not disappoint.

cms.org.au / pray

ROMANS 5:2-5

CMS ( Church Missionary Society ) works with churches to set apart, equip and support
long-term workers who cross cultures to share the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CMS NSW & ACT

CMS TAS

Level 5, 51 Druitt St SYDNEY NSW 2000

PO Box 501, SANDY BAY TAS 7006

PO Box 21326 WORLD SQUARE NSW 2002

0438 590 559

(02) 9267 3711

cms.org.au /tas

nswact@cms.org.au

cms.org.au /nswact

CMS QNNSW
Level 4, 126 Barry Parade (PO Box 617)
FORTITUDE VALLEY QLD 4006
(07) 3171 3020

qld@cms.org.au

CMS Australia
tas@cms.org.au

Level 1, Building 1, 630 Mitcham Rd
MITCHAM VIC 3132
PO Box 2150 RANGEVIEW VIC 3132

cms.org.au /qldnnsw

cms.org.au /vic

CMS SANT

CMS WA
31 Acheson Cr WOODVALE WA 6026

(08) 8212 4838

(08) 6209 9159

cms.org.au /sant

(02) 9284 6777

cmsa@cms.org.au

St Andrew’s Hall
190 The Avenue PARKVILLE VIC 3052
(03) 9388 1663

sah@cms.org.au

vic@cms.org.au

37 Angas Street ADELAIDE SA 5000
sa.nt@cms.org.au

PO Box 20095 WORLD SQUARE NSW 2002
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CMS VIC

(03) 9894 4722
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wa@cms.org.au
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