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A friend recently brought one of his neighbours 
to our church. He’d struck up a conversation with 
her in his building lift. She expressed interest in 
church and so when the lift got to her level he put 
his foot in the lift door to get her email address.  

When this neighbour came to church, she said to 
me, “I’ve been going to church for years, but I’ve 
never read the Bible and never heard it preached 
like it was today.” 

My friend’s bold witness has encouraged and 
challenged me to be more intentional in 
connecting with my neighbours. 

God has surrounded each of us with neighbours 
– whether in our streets, apartment building, 
workplace or community. Wherever God has 
placed us, our God-given responsibility is to shine 
Christ’s light, to love our neighbours. 

But will we love our neighbours enough to tell 
them? Will we break the awkward silence in the 
building lift or across the fence by striking up 
conversations, and beyond that, actually spend 
time getting to know people and inviting them to 
church? 

God is calling us to love people across our shores 
too. Knowing Jesus is the one thing every one of 
our neighbours truly needs. 

From the Editor
This edition of Checkpoint is about reaching 
gospel-poor peoples for Christ, with a particular 
focus on Australia’s near neighbours in South 
East Asia. It’s the first in a three-part series about 
the key aspects of CMS Vision: Towards 2020. The 
following two editions will explore equipping 
Christian leaders for church and society and 
engaging churches in cross-cultural mission.

In this edition we also introduce you to 
‘Missionary Spotlight’ (pp16–17), a new regular 
Checkpoint feature giving you a chance to read what 
some of our missionaries have been up to recently 
and how you can pray for them. There are also 
some extra articles and further resources at  
www.cms.org.au/checkpoint about loving our 
neighbours. 

We hope that this edition of Checkpoint will 
inspire you to consider how you might love the 
neighbours God has given you – in your street, on 
our country’s doorstep and across the world. 
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Love Your Neighbour
CMS is seeking to reach gospel-poor peoples for Christ, particularly among 
our near neighbours. CMS Victoria State Director Rev Dr Wei Han Kuan reflects 
on what it means to love our neighbours near and far.  

Give generously to the CMS mid-year appeal to help enable CMS missionaries to 

reach gospel-poor peoples with the love of Christ. Give online at 

  give.cms.org.au. Your gift will make a difference for the kingdom! 

Love Thy Neighbour is a BBC sitcom that was popular in the 
seventies and with some of my Kiwi family. It features the 
relationship between a ‘white’ couple and their new ‘black’ 
neighbours. It was perfect for its time: 1970s Britain was in the 
midst of a wave of non-white immigration. Today, its sarcasm, 
parody and labelling language would be viewed as politically 
incorrect, but good comedy runs that risk to ask the right 
questions. 

What do we really think of people from other cultures – in our 
street and on the other side of the globe?  Will we really love our 
neighbours?      

Loving neighbours in the Bible 

“Love thy neighbour” is part of the Lord’s Great Commandment:  

“‘Love the Lord your God, with all your heart and with all your soul and  
with all your strength and with all your mind’, and, ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself ’”.1

Moses records this command in the laws of the Lord, in a chapter 
remarkable for its clarity in linking holiness, worship of God 
and love of neighbours – especially the poor and disadvantaged 
among God’s people.2 The Apostle Paul considers that all the 
laws are summed up in this one law3 and James calls it the “royal 
law”.4 However, it isn’t the whole gospel.

The cross of Christ stands at the centre of the gospel. The Apostle 
John wrote, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us.”5 As we follow Jesus, we must love our 
neighbours with the same extraordinary, sacrificial love that we 
have each experienced through Christ’s death and resurrection.  

A message of mercy for our neighbours

But who is my neighbour? In the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
Jesus says that your neighbour is whoever you are able to extend 
mercy to.6 The dictionary answer is ‘the person living next door’ 
or ‘very near’ to us. So how do I love my neighbours? The Lord’s 
Great Commandment comes with Christ’s Great Commission 
to make disciples of all nations.7 Loving our neighbours means 
showing mercy and love which meets their need, especially their 
greatest need – salvation in Christ Jesus. 

In my experience, that means loving people from about a 
dozen different nationalities and backgrounds who live on my 
street, many of whom do not know Jesus. For each Australian 
it also includes loving people in near neighbouring countries 
like Indonesia, the world’s most populous Muslim nation, and 
throughout South East Asia. And beyond this our neighbours are 
also people all over the world who are in need of mercy – who 
need to hear the message of salvation in Jesus.  

Reaching gospel-poor peoples

Where does CMS fit in? Our new Vision: Towards 2020 uses the 
phrase, ‘gospel-poor peoples’ to describe those who have limited 
or no opportunity to hear the Good News in their own language 
and cultural context, without outside help. 

In our near neighbour region of South East Asia there are over 
600 million people from gospel-poor people groups. CMS 
is seeking to love our near neighbours by placing workers in 
strategic locations such as Cambodia and Indonesia. We are 
also continuing to place workers all over the globe in places like 
Japan, the Middle East and Europe, to reach gospel-poor peoples 
for Christ.

What part will you play? 

As part of our Vision, CMS is seeking to equip churches in 
Australia to reach people from diverse cultural backgrounds 
in their own neighbourhoods with the gospel. We want to see 
churches engaged in cross-cultural mission both in Australia and 
overseas. As CMS members and supporters, you have a vital role 
to play in our vision as you show Christ’s love to people in our 
near neighbours and beyond. 

•	 Will you pray passionately for God’s kingdom to grow as 
CMS missionaries build relationships with the people God 
places in their lives? 

•	 Will you give generously by 30th June to support our vision to 
reach gospel-poor peoples in our near neighbours through 
your local branch’s appeal? 

An Australian spin-off of Love Thy Neighbour was made in the 
late seventies. It featured the Anglo man who had migrated to 
a multicultural suburb of Sydney. The tables were turned as he 
was now the outsider.

As God’s people, we are all strangers and sojourners in a foreign 
land. We all need to remember the Lord’s welcome into the 
citizenship of his eternal kingdom, Christ’s persistent command 
to love our neighbours, and Christ’s urgent commission to go to 
all the nations! 

Will you love your neighbours – near and far? 

1.   Luke 10:27
2.   Leviticus 19:1-18
3.   Galatians 5:14, Romans 13:9
4.   James 2:8
5.   1 John 3:16a
6.   Luke 10:25ff
7.   Matthew 28:19
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Photos:  CMS missionary Wim Prins with a Cambodian church pastor.  
 Students doing Bible study in Indonesia.

“As we follow Jesus, 
we must love our 

neighbours with the 
same extraordinary,  

sacrificial love that we 
have each experienced 
through Christ’s death 

and resurrection.”  

  give.cms.org.au.


From Fear to Hope     
       through Christ Once a follower of Buddhist traditions and practices, Mary* came to know the hope of 

life through Jesus at the age of 14. This is her story:

Give thanks for the work of CMS missionaries in Bible translation and teaching 

Bible courses to Christians in Cambodia. Pray for Cambodian Christians to grow 

in their understanding of God’s word and to have courage to share his love with 

their family, friends and neighbours. 

My family

I am the second youngest of seven children. 
My mother died suddenly when I was two 
years old and my father remarried a few 
years later, bringing five more children 
into the family. We were very poor and 
there were so many children, and school 
was very far away.

Following Buddhist ways: 
outward obedience 

When I was nine years old, my father 
sent me to live with my aunt so that I 
could go to school. My aunt had been a 
Buddhist nun. She constantly instructed 
and corrected me in following Buddhist 
practices. When I cooked I had to set aside 
food for the monks. We regularly went to 
the pagoda (temple) to make offerings of 
flowers and incense to worship the god-
statue, and offer food to the monks. After 
the monks had eaten our food offering 
they would bless us with chanting and we 
would receive ‘good merit’. The monk 
was like a bridge connecting us to our dead 
– our offering at the temple was supposed 
to help our dead relatives and ancestors. 

My aunt also made sure that I offered 
incense at the shrine in our house so that 
the spirits would help me in my studies. I 
tried hard to obey my aunt, but in my heart 
I felt scared, alone and angry. If anything 
went wrong or was lost, my aunt’s family 
blamed me. I was afraid of death because 
I didn’t know what would happen after I 
died. I had no peace or hope. 

Finding hope

My life changed when I was 14. My 
older sister arranged for my siblings and 
me to live together again in a Christian 
orphanage. When I learned that God 
made all things, including me, and that 
he offers forgiveness and wants me to 
forgive others, I cried and cried. Through 
knowing God’s love, all my anger, hurt, 
fear and loneliness soon left me. I 
found real hope because I believed 
in God, the one who made the 
world, who loves people and 
promises me eternal life in his 
kingdom.

Being a Christian hasn’t been 
easy. My brothers and sisters and 
I experienced persecution from 
friends and our extended family. 
My relatives said they hated us 
and that we were crazy. Some 
students and teachers at the high 
school spoke badly of us, saying 
that we followed ‘the foreigner’s 
religion’.

Living God’s way

Over the years I have learned that without 
a strong foundation in the Bible it is hard 
to live in a right and honest way that is 
pleasing to God. I recently prayed that I 
could grow in Christian maturity through 
studying the Bible, as well as continuing 
with my studies at university. 

God answered my prayers! I have been 
attending the Preliminary Theological 

Certificate course in the evenings with 
CMS missionaries. I am also meeting 
with other Christians on campus each 
week to study the Bible together. I want 
to keep on growing in my understanding 
of the Bible and to share the good news 
about Jesus with others. 

* Name changed for privacy reasons. 
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Photo: A CMS missionary leading Bible study 
with Cambodian university students. 

“I found real hope because I believed 
in God, the one who made the world, 
who loves people and promises me 
eternal life in his kingdom.”

A CMS missionary says, “Mary is an 
enthusiastic evangelist who is hungry 
to learn more from the Bible. When 
she understands a concept from the 
Bible, I hear her passing this teaching 
onto her friends at university so that 
they too can grow in their love and 
knowledge of God.”



Read more online or contact your local branch 

www.cms.org.au/go •	 A love for Jesus and others

•	 A servant heart

•	 A willingness to serve  
long-term

•	 Openness to God’s leading

•	 At least one year of Bible 
training (or equivalent)

CMS is looking for  
people with...

“There are many minority groups in Cambodia that 
are open to the gospel, but are being absorbed by 
the majority culture and Buddhist religion. 

Come and learn the language and culture of people 
groups in South East Asia and the opportunities to 
talk about Jesus will be endless.”    

Ken and Alison Thompson, CMS missionaries in Cambodia

Take the gospel
 to our near neighbours with

Understanding Buddhism
Charlie Fletcher is part of the CMS Development and Training Team and is 
teaching the ‘Living Faiths’ course (run jointly by Ridley Melbourne Mission and 
Ministry College and CMS). Checkpoint interviewed Charlie about sharing the 
gospel with people from Buddhist backgrounds:

get the facts on Buddhism
“At its heart, Buddhism teaches 
that the suffering of the 
world which is all-pervasive, 
is the direct result of human 
desire: desire for wealth, 
desire for comfort, desire for 
self-recognition and so on. 
By removing such desires – 
through practising the Buddha’s 
teachings – men and women 
are able to escape the pain of 
the world and so experience the 
tranquility of enlightenment.”
John Dickson, A Spectator’s Guide to World 
Religions: An Introduction to the Big Five, 
2004, p.47

•	 Buddhism was founded about 
500 BC by Siddhartha Gautama, 
an Indian prince who rejected his 
native Hindu religion and life of 
luxury in an attempt to discover 
the solution to the world’s 
suffering.

•	 Buddhism differs around the 
world based on beliefs, customs 
and culture. Theravada and 
Mahayana are the two main types 
of Buddhism in the world today. 

•	 There are an estimated 400 
million Buddhists in the world 
today. The majority of people 
living in Cambodia, Thailand, 
Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam and Sri 
Lanka follow Buddhist practices.

•	 Buddhists represent over 2.4% 
of Australia’s population. The 
number of Buddhists in Australia  
grew by 20.8% between 2006 
and 2011.1

Go to www.cms.org.au/buddhism for resources and 

information about Buddhism and engaging with Buddhists.

Why is it important for Christians to 
be aware of Buddhism?

It is important for Christians to understand 
Buddhist practices and beliefs so that we 
can be more effective in sharing the love 
of Christ with Buddhists and discipling 
Christians who come from Buddhist 
backgrounds.  

What do Christians need to 
understand about Buddhism? 

In general there is a huge gulf in worldview 
between Christianity and Buddhism. For 
example, Buddhists do not believe in a 
supreme God who created the universe or 
that people are able to receive forgiveness 
for their sin. We also need to understand 
that there are many schools of Buddhist 
thought and many varieties of Buddhist 
practice. Buddhism usually blends with 
the traditional worldview of the culture in 
which it is practised.

Christianity and Buddhism also view 
history very differently. Christians have 
a linear view of history. We believe that 
history is going somewhere. Buddhists 
see history as a series of eras, and life as a 

cycle of reincarnations enduring suffering, 
and aim to escape from this cycle of 
suffering to the state of ‘enlightenment’, 
or ‘nirvana’. A Buddhist also rejects the 
idea that life has meaning beyond itself, 
while for a Christian the meaning of life  
is found in Christ.

What are you teaching students 
about reaching people from 
Buddhist backgrounds? 

We are seeking to equip people to 
engage sympathetically with people 
from Buddhist backgrounds. We start  
by understanding Buddhism on its own 
terms, and then teach people to look 
for areas that can be useful bridges for 
the gospel. For example, Christians and 
Buddhists understand the purpose of 
suffering and the means of release very 
differently. It’s possible to explore these  
these differences by talking to Buddhists 
about suffering. Assurance is also a useful 
bridge for the gospel. The message of 
God’s grace in Christ gives Christians a 
confidence of salvation that Buddhism 
cannot offer.

How can churches and Christians in 
Australia engage with people from 
Buddhist backgrounds?

There are growing numbers of Buddhists  
in Australia. Consider the people you  
interact with in your community, 
perhaps at the supermarket or your 
favourite takeaway shop. When you  
have opportunities to talk with Buddhist 
people, ask about the Buddhist 
ceremonies they participate in and why, 
what they think about the Buddha, and be 
prepared to share about Jesus. Remember 
that gentleness is a great virtue in 
Buddhism, so it’s important to be patient 
and respectful in your conversations. A 
confrontational approach won’t get you 
very far. 

Overall, prayer, friendship, an ability 
to explain the gospel, and lives that 
make the gospel attractive are vital to 
communicating Christ to Buddhists, as 
they are in sharing the gospel with anyone.
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God’s kingdom is growing in Indonesia, but there are still over 200 million 
people who do not know Jesus. Peter Rodgers, CMS Australia Federal 
Secretary and former missionary in Indonesia, writes: 

A life changed by the gospel

Sari* was born into a Muslim people group and grew up never 
hearing of Jesus. But that changed when she started working in a 
large mining town in Borneo, where she met Christians for the 
first time and became interested in the Christian faith. 

I only met Sari once, when I was visiting the mine site. We 
compared Christian faith with Islam for several hours. The Lord 
opened her heart that day and she gave her life to Christ.

The growth of Christianity in Indonesia

Sari’s story is not uncommon. Across Indonesia God is calling 
people like Sari to faith in Christ. The number of Christians in 
Indonesia is steadily growing. Today about 15% of Indonesians 
call themselves Christians. In a country of 240 million this means 
that the number of Christians is greater than the total population 
of Australia. 

We praise God that there are so many Christians, but that does 
not tell the whole story. More Muslim people live in Indonesia 
than any other country in the world.

Ethnicity and religion in Indonesia

Indonesia is a complex country, spread across 17,000 islands with 
more than 800 ethnic groups and languages. Religion almost 
always follows ethnic lines. Many ethnic groups are almost all 
Christian. In hundreds of ethnic groups the Church barely exists. 
Christian witness is very difficult. We increasingly hear reports of 
Christians who are not permitted to meet and churches being 
bulldozed or burnt down. 

When Sari moved home, her family struggled to accept her new 
faith. Eventually, she felt so pressured that she moved to a place 
that could provide Christian fellowship. She continues to pray 
for her family and thanks God that even in her absence he is 
softening their hearts to Jesus.

Despite the news of Islamic terror cells, most Indonesian 
Muslims are not fanatical. Their Islamic faith is often mixed with 
superstition and old animistic practices, but they still have strong 
cultural ties to Islam. Family and village life revolves around 
Islamic customs and festivals, and is often centred on the mosque. 
This makes it difficult for converts like Sari to be a Christian and 
still belong. Strong ethnic divides and long-held tensions make it 
extremely difficult for Christians from one group to reach out to 
a neigbouring Islamic group. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“ In hundreds of ethnic groups the  
Church barely exists. Christian  

witness is very difficult.”

*Name changed for privacy reasons.
Please pray that Indonesian Christians will cross ethnic divides with the gospel, 

and that the Lord will raise up more workers for the harvest field on our doorstep, 

so that our near neighbours can find lasting hope through knowing Jesus. 
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Photos: (left) Christian university students in Indonesia. 
             (opposite) Students walking home from school in Southern  
             Sulawesi.

Reaching Indonesia          for the Gospel



There are many opportunities to share God’s love in our daily 
lives:

“Sister-in-law [the local term for a neighbour], what 
can I do about my son?” says Aisha.* Her young son 
demands her full attention everyday so that she struggles to 
get the housework done. 

“How can I get better in English?” asks one of our long-
term English students who has shown spiritual openness. 
“Have you tried reading the New Testament? I’d be happy 
to meet with you out of class if you can make time.”

“What religion are you?” the shop assistants at a local 
bread shop ask one of us, because she dresses modestly and 
covers her head. They rarely see a foreigner who does. They 
are curious.

When in Australia we often get asked what we do overseas. We 
could call it church planting, cross-cultural ministry, evangelism, 
discipleship. But in reality we are being good neighbours, sharing  
the gospel and our lives with the people God has placed around us. 

How will they hear?

Only a fraction of a percentage of the people we live amongst will 
ever have the opportunity to hear the gospel. The few Christians 
here are timid in their witness and mostly from other people 
groups, whose ancestors were Hindu or Buddhist. The vast 
differences in language, clothing and food alone make it difficult 
for Christians and Muslims to relate to one another. Our Muslim 

neighbours have many misconceptions about what Christians 
believe and they’ve never seen Christians really seeking to live 
out the gospel in word and action, so they do not know what a 
life transformed by Christ looks like. 

True gospel witness

Our witness takes many forms as God’s word shapes all aspects 
of our lives – our parenting, our marriage, why we say sorry 
(an unusual occurrence here) and our ideas of modesty. As we 
discuss our daily struggles, bridges are formed. We can then talk 
about bigger issues of forgiveness, what an intimate relationship 
with God is really like, and what happens after we die. As we 
have opportunity, we encourage people to start reading the Bible 
with us – to discover how God speaks through the Bible into 
their lives.

It is slow work – especially after moving across town last June 
to start afresh in a new suburb. We’re trusting God as we seek to 
learn from our past mistakes, start English classes, visit people 
in their homes and simply go to the market to buy vegies. Our 
prayer is that he will use our conversations and our lives to bring 
people to follow Christ. 

Support us in South Asia

More people are needed – we can’t do it on our own. Please pray 
and support this important work, but also ask God whether you 
might serve in South Asia too – taking your life and witness in 
your Aussie neighbourhood, and sharing it here instead. There 
are several million Muslims who could be glad you did.

A Life of Witness
In all their relationships and conversations, CMS workers are seeking to reach their 
neighbours for Christ in South Asia. They write: 

A CMS worker writes about 
young women in the modern 
Middle East:

Rima* walked away from Islam in her 
twenties, and she now searches for 
freedom in meditation and new age 
spirituality. Rima has abandoned her 
hijab for skinny jeans and ritual prayers 
for yoga but still feels angry and empty.

She has asked me questions about the 
purpose of life, how to find deep peace and 
how it is possible to learn to forgive others. 

There are many women like Rima in the 
modern Middle East who are searching for 
meaning in a rapidly changing world. They 
need to meet people who have real answers. 

“ in reality we are being good 
neighbours, sharing the gospel  
and our lives with the people  
God has placed around us”

*Name changed for privacy reasons.

*Name changed for privacy reasons.

Would you be willing to share God’s 

love with people from Muslim 

backgrounds in South Asia or the 

Middle East? Find out more at  

 www.cms.org.au/go  

or contact your local CMS branch.
Photos:  (left) Shop keepers in South Asia. 
 (opposite) Women in South Asia.

Searching for freedom
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Taking Christ to Christendom
CMS NSW & ACT Communications Officer Sarah Barnett writes about the 
challenge of missionary work in Europe:

Faithfulness versus fruit

We need to move away from looking at missionary service 
through the prism of success and failure. While God entrusts the 
work of evangelism and ministry to us, he is the one who draws 
people to himself.

In France, the hostility to Christianity is beginning to soften. 
After 20 years of serving alongside local believers and other 
missionaries, the Kings are beginning to see change. 

“It is a very exciting time to be ministering in France. Since 1950 
the number of evangelical Christians has grown from 50,000 to 
350,000,” Sandra says.

The challenge for us

And what do missionaries in Europe need? They need our 
prayer, our encouragement, our support and … us! In France 
alone more than half the current church leaders will retire in 
the next five years. CMS missionaries in Europe agree that more 
people are needed – more Christians serving as missionaries or 
relocating to Europe for the sake of the gospel. 

Kingsley Box says, “Please keep partnering with us in as many 
ways as you can. Pray with your Bible study group for missionary 
families serving in Europe. Give generously to support God’s 
mission in Europe. Jesus said the harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. This is still the same today. Pray that God will 
send workers into the harvest field – consider being one of those 
workers.”

Re-evangelising Europe

The landscape of Europe is dotted with churches and cathedrals 
but, except for the tourists, they are almost empty. It’s a sad irony 
that the continent known as Christendom for generations now 
has the highest percentage of atheists in the world. Nations that 
once sent missionaries are now spiritually desolate and there is 
immense need for loving re-evangelism.

CMS missionary Sandra has served in France with her husband 
Paul for more than 20 years. Less than one per cent of French 
people are Bible-believing Christians and evangelicals have been 
largely viewed as members of a sect. 

“There are so few Bible-believing Christians in France that it 
is rare for a French person to have spoken to a Christian,” she 
explains. “The vast majority of people would maintain that they 
don’t need God and that Christianity is out-of-date and has been 
disproved by science.”

It’s a similar situation in Barcelona where Andrew and 
Dominique Gifford minister. “Catalonian people don’t think 
they need Jesus,” Andrew says. 

Throughout the recent economic crises Catalonians have 
remained indifferent to the gospel. “People have less time to talk 
than before the economic crisis,” Andrew explains. “They are 
more worried about their job security and are working longer 
hours. They want to reach the point where they can ‘take life 
easy’.”

Leon and Lee have worked in Slovenia with CMS since 1996. 
“Slovenes reject Christianity as irrelevant and morally discredited 
because of the sexual and economic scandals of the Roman 
Catholic Church locally and worldwide,” Lee explains. 

Reaching a spiritual wasteland 

There are gospel-poor peoples all over Europe in desperate 
spiritual need. Much of formerly communist Europe is a spiritual 
wasteland while other nations show almost militant secularism. 

“Slovene religious leadership has kept God’s word from people, 
allowing only the priests to read and interpret the Bible,” explains 
CMS missionary Kingsley Box. “Slovenes are a gospel-poor 
people – many years of communist leadership taught them that 
God was only a figment of their imagination. Over the last 20 

years capitalist political leadership has only reinforced the lie that 
the sum total of a human’s life is to be found in his possessions, 
not in the service of Jesus Christ. What really matters now is how 
Slovenes will respond when they hear the gospel.” 

Persevering love for our distant 
neighbours

Despite the challenges, God is at work in Europe, changing lives 
and building his Church. But resistance to the gospel means 
change is slow.

“Spain needs marathon runners, not sprinters,” Andrew Gifford 
explains. “Australians can support us through persevering 
prayer. Pray that we wouldn’t be disheartened at how little we 
see positive responses to Jesus – we need to be marathon runners 
too!” Patience, gentleness and love are essential to European 
ministry. 

Change is possible

“If you come to Europe, be ready to be patient. People become 
Christians, but it takes time; a lot of time to be with people and 
to live beside them so they can build trust in you,” Sandra says. 

For the Giffords, language learning is crucial in demonstrating 
the love of Christ. It’s not enough to speak Spanish in Barcelona 
To reach Catalonian people you need to speak their language. 

“Hearing the Good News in your own language is a practical way 
to show God’s love to people,” Andrew says. “After visiting the 
same fruit shop for several years, Dominique recently chose to 
speak Catalan rather than Spanish for the first time. The owner 
and the assistant gave her spontaneous applause.”

Paul and Sandra, France.

Andrew and Dominique Gifford, Spain.

Lee and Leon, Slovenia.

Veronica and Kingsley Box, Slovenia.

“ the continent known as Christendom 
for generations now has the highest 
percentage of atheists in the world 
...there is immense need for loving  

re-evangelism.”

Take Kingsley’s advice 

and pray with your 

Bible study group for 

missionaries in Europe 

to persevere in sharing 

the gospel with people. 

Encourage missionaries by sending them an 

email to let them know that you are praying 

for them. Learn more about caring for 

missionaries at  

 www.cms.org.au/get-involved/care
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MissioNarY 
spotlight

View from the  
Faraway Pagoda 
by Robert & Linda Banks

Checkpoint asked  
“What are some of the unique cultural differences 
or customs where you are serving?”

“Particulars received today concerning the massacre of 
Christian missionaries at Kucheng in China … all twelve victims 
were connected with the Church Missionary Society … Miss 
Harriet Eleanor Saunders and Miss Elizabeth Maud Saunders … 
left Melbourne in 1893.”  
The Massacres in China, The Sydney Morning Herald, 
Wednesday 7 August 1895.

“Even though the senseless massacre horrified all who read 
it, especially the families of those intending to serve as 
missionaries to China, its immediate effect was to swell the 
numbers of those offering for service. Sophie found herself 
challenged to do this, highlighting the well-known saying by 
the second-century Church Father Tertullian, that ‘the blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the church’” 
View from the Faraway Pagoda, p.25

View from the Faraway Pagoda is a biography of the life of Miss 
Sophie Sackville Newton, who applied to serve with CMS 
in China just three years after these CMS missionaries were 
killed.

Co-authors Robert (Sophie’s great nephew) and Linda Banks 
tell her story of serving in China for 35 years, from the Boxer 
Rebellion to the Communist Insurgency – contributing to 
the spread of the gospel, developing education and ministry 
opportunities for girls and women and opposing infanticide, 
foot-binding and opium addiction. 

“Sophie’s story reminds us of a key chapter in the history of 
CMS Australia’s contribution to God’s work in China. When 
we visited China to research for the book we were amazed 
to find that many of the significant places where Sophie 
lived and worked are still standing. We met people whose 
parents knew her and were deeply grateful that she and her 
colleagues brought the gospel into their region. Sophie served 
wholeheartedly in all situations, whether small or large, 
private or public. Faithfulness was key – she did not worry 
about the outcome, but always trusted God with the results.” 
– Robert and Linda Banks 

“This book is an edifying read, as it helps us to trust God 
more. Sophie offers a model of commitment and perseverance 
in the face of many challenges. Life was not easy for Sophie, 
but she saw her struggles as her ‘thorn in the flesh’ and 
recognised that God’s grace was sufficient for her in times of 
weakness.” – Christine Jensen 

Robert & Linda Banks

A Pioneer Australian Missionary in China  

from the Boxer Rebellion to the  

Communist Insurgency

Available from the  
CMS-QNNSW Bookstore

$20 plus postage
E: qld@cms.org.au
P: 07 3112 6530

“One surprising custom involves the importance of the top of 
one’s head. For example, it is very rude to hold up a camera 
to take a photo above someone’s head. You certainly never touch 
the top of someone’s head!”

Tony and Susie are serving in Suva, Fiji with their three children, doing student ministry with 
the Pacific Students for Christ (PSFC) at the University of the South Pacific. Thank God with 
Tony and Susie that their kids have settled in to life in Fiji and pray for a strong relationship 
with PSFC. 

book  
revieW

keN aNd alisoN thoMpsoN... 

“The most 
surprising thing we 
have learned is that 
Bunong people have 
no words in their 
language for ‘love’, 
‘thank you’ and 
‘sorry’. This makes 
gospel concepts sound so  
foreign to their ears.”

Ken and Alison work with a minority group in Cambodia, 
the Bunong. They are modelling sustainable agriculture and 
developing church land that is used for various purposes, 
including church meetings and Bible translation checks. 
As they often struggle with verbal communication, pray 
that Ken and Alison can be good models of Christ and 
Christian-living to their neighbours.

tiM sWaN (aNd sallY)...

“One surprising cultural 
difference between Australia and Chile 
is that Chile is very divided along class 
lines. This means that people from 
different classes don’t look each other 
in the eye, will use a different form of 

speech to address 
one another, and 
will effectively 
live in separate 
but inter-colliding 
worlds.” 

Tim is one of four CMS 
missionaries who has been teaching at the Centre for 
Pastoral Studies (CEP), with the Anglican Church of Chile. 
The Swan family will be returning to Australia for Final 
Home Assignment in June 2013. Give thanks for Tim and 
Sally’s ministry in Chile and pray it would continue to bear 
fruit for generations.

MalColM aNd elMari buChaNaN...

“If you are 
invited to someone’s 
house, guests expect 
someone from the 
hosting family (not 
the head of the 
family) to go around 
with a jug of warm 
water and a bowl for washing hands. 
Also, burping is culturally acceptable – 
there is no need to excuse oneself!”

Malcolm and Elmari are serving in Tanzania. Malcolm is 
the Associate Dean in the Faculty of Natural and Applied 
Sciences at St John’s University of Tanzania. Elmari is 
involved in the school and local community, as well as 
caring for their children. Please pray that the Buchanans 
will be effective ambassadors for Christ in Tanzania.

aNdreW aNd Clare liviNgstoNe... 

“There are many things that are 
different about living and working in 
this place! They include a 10pm noise 

curfew, being able to 
buy hard-boiled eggs 
in the supermarket 
and greeting people 
with three kisses on 
the cheeks, just to 
name a few.”
Andrew and Clare are seeking 

to build, train and equip local Christian students in 
French-speaking Switzerland, with the aim of growing a 
sustainable ministry amongst international students. Please 
pray that the Lord will raise up a team of people who have 
hearts to share Christ’s love by building friendships with 
international students.

toNY aNd susie Wright... 



Ken Frewer

The Rev Canon Kenneth Frewer 
(1939–2013) died on 16 January at Royal 
Perth Hospital. Ken was diagnosed with 
leukaemia some time ago but illness did 
not prevent this retired CMS missionary, 
past General Secretary of CMS-WA (1985–2004) and CMS 
Vice President from ‘gossiping the gospel’ to all he met and 
encouraging fellow believers to spread the good news about 
Jesus. 

Ken had a remarkable ministry of friendship which attracted 
people from all walks of life.  He was a man of culture, an excellent 
pianist and a great conversationalist. But it was his interest in 
people, his memory for personal details and his thoughtfulness 
that had an impact on so many. 

Ken graduated from Moore Theological College in 1972. After 
curacies in Sydney, he was commissioned for service with CMS 
in Indonesia, where he served until 1983. The Protestant Church 
of Irian Jaya (GKI) appointed him as its first university chaplain 
in 1977 and thus began a remarkable ministry to young people 
that continued to the last week of his life, when his hospital 
room was packed with hymn-singing members of St Matthew’s 
Unichurch, WA.

Ken’s whole identity was as a missionary of Jesus Christ and this 
is his legacy to CMS and all who met him.

Written by Khim Harris, Chairman, CMS-WA

Russell Morton

Russell Morton died on 12 February 
2013, aged 67. With a strong background 
in chemistry and education, Russell 
and his wife Sue joined CMS as 
missionaries at Murree Christian 
School, Pakistan, serving from 2001 through 2006 as Principal 
and Music teacher respectively. 

Just over a year after their arrival, the school suffered a direct 
terrorist attack, resulting in the death of six staff members. 
Sue’s book, Angels in the Rafters, wonderfully captures the 
amazing stories of God’s grace under extreme duress. With 
amazing skill and courage, Russell organised the relocation 
of the school to Thailand, where the school operated for 
two years before re-establishing in Murree (Pakistan). While 
Russell and Sue’s five years at MCS were short and incredibly 
turbulent, they clearly represent the placement of God’s right 
people at the right time in God’s right place.

On return to Australia, Russell and Sue settled in Tasmania 
where Russell took up the role of Registrar to the Diocese 
of Tasmania, and later Chair of CMS Tasmania. In 2011 he 
joined the CMS Australia (CMS-A) Board, served on the 
Development and Training Committee, and in May 2011 was 
voted Chair of the Board of CMS-A. His chairmanship was 
sadly cut short by illness, from which he died just a year later.

We give thanks to God for Russell’s amazing and influential 
life, and ask his grace and comfort for Sue and their family.

Written by Hugh Prentice (Former Missionaries’ Fellowship) with 
contributions from John Thew (former Federal Secretary, CMS Australia)

praYer diarY updates

Day 22 – RWANDA
Adeline Grace, the third child of Tim 
and Catherine Walker, was born on 3 
April 2013.  

Day 25 – TANZANIA
Isabella, the fourth child of Mike 
and Katie Taylor, was born on 10 
February 2013.

to God get involved...
            Do you want to help reach gospel-poor peoples across the world?

  Go to  www.cms.org.au to complete this form:

I would like to:

MY CoNtaCt details giviNg to CMs

 www.cms.org.au


Our vision is for a world that knows Jesus. We aim to do this by:

Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ

Equipping Christian leaders for church and society

Engaging churches in cross-cultural misison

To find out more, visit www.cms.org.au

CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches 
committed to global mission. We work together to set 
apart long-term workers who cross cultures to share 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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