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could not live and died the death that we deserved. 
He—Christ alone—is the sole foundation of 
our faith. Once grasped, we truly understand that 
glory belongs to God alone. He is the source of 
our salvation—promised in Scripture, manifested 
by grace, apprehended by faith, grounded in Christ, 
which resounds to God’s glory.

CMS is a true inheritor of this Reformation tradition. 
We pray constantly that our missionaries would hold 
fast to these principles as they speak to both religious 
and irreligious people, whose knowledge of the way 
of salvation is either deficient or non-existent. May 
God be pleased to show such people his glory in the 
light of the gospel, so that a reformation might begin 
in their lives too.

This edition of Checkpoint looks at how these great 
truths continue to be proclaimed to Europe—the 
birthplace of the Protestant Reformation—and 
even to Australia, Latin America and the ends of 
the earth! We hope you are stimulated to see how a 
500-year-old Reformation is 
continuing even today. Also 
enjoy the CMS Checkpoint 
Calendar 2018, featuring an 
overview of how the gospel 
of God’s grace first came to 
different parts of the world 
in which CMS works.
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CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches committed 
to global mission. We work together to set apart long-term workers 
who cross cultures to share the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our vision is for a world that knows Jesus. 

We aim to do this by:
-    Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ
-    Equipping Christian leaders for church and society
-    Engaging churches in cross-cultural mission

To find out more, visit  cms.org.au.

Read Checkpoint articles online at checkpoint.cms.org.au. 

Welcome to Checkpoint Summer 2017/18. In 
recognition of the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation in Europe, we invited the 
2017 CMS president, the Most Rev Glenn Davies, 
to introduce this issue by speaking about what the 
Reformation means for us:

Five hundred years ago Martin Luther, a monk with 
a mallet, posted 95 theses on the door of the castle 
church in Wittenberg [see our lead article by 
Rhys Bezzant]. The principles of the Reformation 
he began can be summarised in five catchphrases: 
Scripture alone, Grace alone, Faith alone, 
Christ alone, God’s Glory alone. 

As these five catchphrases formed the bedrock of the 
Reformation, they also form the bedrock of CMS. For 
CMS today, God’s Scripture alone provides, in the 
words of the Psalmist, “a lamp for my feet, a light on 
my path” (Psalm 119:105). Our missionaries are 
trained in the Scriptures, for they know that only there 
is found the true message of salvation. Competing 
scriptures in Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism fade 
in the light of God’s word. For while every other 
religion has an element of human achievement, the 
Bible makes it plain that it is by grace alone that 
we are saved. This good news is received by faith, not 
by works. By faith alone we trust in the promises 
of God. Even our faith is not a work but rather the 
reverse: our resting in God’s promise to save.

This great promise rests in an accomplishment—the 
accomplishment of Jesus Christ. He lived the life we 
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WHERE WILL YOU SERVE?  
cms.org.au/opportunity 

CMS is looking for Christians 
who will serve across cultures. 

–  M A R T I N  L U T H E R



Reforming mission
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Five hundred years ago on 31 October (if these things can 
ever be dated so precisely), the Protestant Reformation 
began. It is usually said to have started on the day when the 
German monk, Martin Luther, publicly nailed his 95 theses 
to a church door in Wittenberg and so opened a discussion on 
how we could be right with God. Essentially, he argued that 
righteousness in God’s sight was a free gift, and so denied 
that this righteousness could ever be bought with money. 

Luther had become increasingly convinced, through his 
reading of Romans, Psalms, Genesis, Galatians and the 
writings of Augustine, that this righteousness, or justification, 
could only be received as a free gift of God, through faith 
in Jesus Christ—hence the great Reformation slogan, 
‘justification by faith alone’.  Justification is God’s declaration 
that we are righteous in his sight1: God the perfect judge of 
all declares that we are not guilty—completely innocent of 
any wrongdoing or sin—not because of anything we have 
done, but only by trusting in the death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus on our behalf.

Luther’s first and fundamental 
concern was personal rather 
than academic in nature. 
Although he was a scholar, he 
wasn’t setting out to make an 
academic name for himself by 
discovering new theological 
insights in the newly created 
university of Wittenberg. Nor 
was he motivated by any radical 
desire to overturn medieval 
church and society and start 
from scratch. He did not force 
Church reform; rather the role 
of ‘reformer’ was forced on 
him by his reading of Scripture.

Luther’s basic quest was to find 
consolation for his anguished 
soul, for he had grown up with 
a view of Christ associated with 
terror, not tranquility. He assumed that the righteousness of 
God meant God’s just condemnation of guilty sinners like 
himself—hence his terror at the idea of meeting Christ as his 
judge. Yet as he read his Bible, it slowly dawned on him that he 
could know with deep assurance that he was indeed justified 
by faith alone. No wonder that in response to this discovery, he 
resisted the pressure of the Emperor and the Pope to recant his 

views: he had become absolutely convinced, from his reading 
of Scripture, that free forgiveness could belong to him and to 
all who trusted in Christ. 

Because of this, Luther’s Reformation was, at heart,  
missionary in nature. He wanted everyone to know the 
precious transforming power of the grace of God. 

Fundamental to this missionary endeavour was the translation 
of the New Testament out of the original Greek and into 
an easily understood German, for that was how the average 
German could read for themselves of the grace of God. There 
could be no better or more sustainable way to present the 
gospel to regular citizens than to give them a German Bible for 
use in church services and at home. Luther also wrote prefaces 
to each book of the Bible to make sure that the theological 
implication of each book was patently clear. 

There had been translations of the Bible into German before 
Luther, based on the Latin translation of the Bible. Luther 
worked instead with the best available versions of the original 

Greek and Hebrew texts of 
Scripture. Not only this, but 
the kind of German he used, 
the dialect of the Saxon court, 
was accessible to Germans in 
the north, south, east and west 
of the country. In this way, he 
was uniting Germany around 
the Bible at the same time as 
he was renewing the Church. 
It is exactly the same impulse—
to unite people around the 
truth of God’s word by 
giving it to people in their 
own heart languages—that 
leads CMS and other mission 
organisations to continue the 
work of Bible translation and 
teaching today. 

But Luther’s aim was not 
merely to publish—as if he might lose a tenured position at 
the university if he did not! The reason he published books, 
tracts, Bibles and sermons was to get the gospel out to lay 
people, many of whom were sitting in churches ignorant of 
the Bible’s teaching. His was a church-going world, although 
the commitment of many was nominal. The problem was 
not that the gospel had vanished from the Church, but rather 
that it had been obscured, confused, or veiled. Luther’s 

LUTHER’S REFORMATION WAS 
MISSIONARY IN NATURE. HE 

WANTED EVERYONE TO KNOW 
THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF 

THE GRACE OF GOD.

1. In the Greek of  the New Testament, the ter ms ‘ just i f ied’ 
and ‘made r ighteous’ are one and the same word.

The Bible for the people
Right with God

Does the Protestant Reformation have any relevance to how and why we do mission today? 
Here Rhys Bezzant, Dean of Missional Leadership at Ridley College in Melbourne, explains 
why the answer is a resounding yes.

Reforming mission
R E F O R M I N G

H E A R T S
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ministry was therefore occupied with making gospel proclamation clear, 
concise and coherent. Although employed as an academic, he devoted 
much energy to preaching in local churches, writing catechisms to train the 
young, composing letters to encourage the downhearted, and mentoring 
young leaders around his dinner table. He worked and prayed for the  
gospel’s advance.

It is true that unlike CMS, Luther did not send missionaries to Asia. He did 
not even set up a mission agency to raise money to support cross-cultural 
workers. Other Reformers, like John Calvin did train leaders in Geneva to 
send back to the Reformed church in France, and were even involved in 
sending people to Brazil. But without the means for global travel, this kind of 
mission was always going to be the exception and not the rule. 

What Reformers like Luther in Germany, or Calvin in Geneva, or William 
Tyndale in England achieved, however, was to respond to the great missionary 
challenge of their own world: namely to preach the gospel in a language 
that was easily understood, and to work to make sure that this message was 
reaching the human soul, where it could offer consolation, peace and joy.

This is why, at it’s heart, the Reformation message of ‘justification by faith 
alone’ is thoroughly missionary in its intent. Everyone needs to hear this 
message loud and clear, not just academics or a select priestly class. The great 
sixteenth-century Reformers were concerned with telling and teaching the 
gospel in local churches, in universities, in towns—wherever there were 
people who needed to know that their sins could be forgiven by the grace 
of God alone. That need continues today. Whether we live in Melbourne, 
Mexico City, Manila or Marseilles, there is much confusion today about the 
gift of grace, and much need to pursue the work of gospel proclamation in 
the twenty-first century. The Reformation is not yet over!

Primož Trubar is to Slovenes what Martin 
Luther is to Germany or Europe—a 
Reformer who changed their nation for 
good. Slovenes call him their father because 
he printed their first books and first called 
them Slovenes. They have a national holiday 
on the 31 October where they remember 
him. They even have his head on their one 
euro coin with the inscription above, ‘Stati 
inu obstati’—Stand and withstand. 

But ask a Slovene what that motto means or 
where it is from and most Slovenes wouldn’t 
know and wouldn’t care. And that’s the irony. 
Trubar’s motto comes from his sermon on 
faith (from the first Slovene book, Katekizem, 
published in 1550) in which he argues for 
justification by faith alone in Christ alone. 
So Slovenes have ‘justification by faith 
alone’ on their coinage and yet a majority of 
them are still trying to be justified by their 
own efforts, whether religiously through 
belonging to the Roman Catholic Church, 
or non-religiously as secular atheists (10 per 
cent in the 2002 census).  

In God’s timing and humour, he sent 
Australian missionary David Shead to the 
nation in the late 1990s (450 years later) 
to, among other things, translate Trubar’s 
sermon on faith into modern Slovene 
so that the modern Slovene could read 
and understand their father’s motto of 
‘Standing and withstanding the devil’s 
schemes through faith in the gospel of 
Jesus’. David’s work has sparked a new 
reformation of updating Trubar’s works into 
modern Slovene. The peak of this project is 
the updating of the first Slovene Bible into 
modern Slovene (Trubar’s protégé, Jurij 
Dalmatin, printed his translation of the 
complete Bible in 1583). This year, 2017, 
on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 
Protestant Christians are distributing 50,000 
of Dalmatin’s modernised New Testament 
throughout Slovenia. 

CMS missionary Kingsley Box 
explains how ‘justification by 
faith alone’ found its way onto 
the Slovene one euro coin.

Bible-based reform means mission

STANDING  FIRM

Image: CMS missionary Mark Dickens teaching the Bible in Singapore.

Pray that the new Bible 
translation would lead to 
many Slovenes coming to 
understand the true meaning 
of ‘justification by faith alone’.

prayTo make Jesus known worldwide, CMS is committed 
to training gospel leaders. Providing scholarships is 
one way we are meeting the need for gospel clarity. 
Go to cms.org.au/trainingleaders to support this 
great ministry so that CMS can continue training and 
equipping students overseas to teach the Bible faithfully.

give
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Peter describes a 
simple but effective 
method of reading 
the Bible—with any 
group, at any time:

cms.org.au/readthebible

one ever seems to enjoy themselves.  
The other thing that I loved was how 
quickly everyone… opened up to share. 
In my church they are very suspicious 
of anyone new and it takes ages to be 
accepted in the group.”

Mari, a Roman Catholic, summarised 
her response: “It really hit me that God 
loves me by grace, and that goes much 
further than I imagined. I had created 
a lot of laws in my own life. God has 
given me a new perspective.”

The clear Reformation message of our 
camp, coming out of the letter to the 
Galatians, is that God’s grace does not 
need human help. Grace, received by 
faith, gives us liberty to serve God truly, 
and to share his grace to others.

Image: Eduardo Tatángelo, speaking at the 2017 ABUA Regional Conference.

Argentina might seem an unusual place to teach the principles of the European Reformation, 
but, as CMS missionary Terry Blowes (serving with Peter) reports from a recent conference, the 
Reformation message of grace alone rings out clearly from the book of Galatians, and needs to be 
heard in Latin American churches.

Grace    Faith    Liberty

This was the title of our recent 
Asociación Bíblica Universitaria 
Argentina (ABUA) regional conference. 
Our speaker, Eduardo, spoke on 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians. From it, 
he demonstrated why the European 
Reformation, teaching that we are saved 
by grace alone and through faith alone 
(which is the teaching of Galatians), is 
still needed in Argentina and beyond. 

By the time of the European 
Reformation, the Roman Catholic 
Church had added many obligations to 
the faith of the Bible. Salvation was no 
longer a gift flowing from God’s mercy. 
God’s free grace needed human help!

The Roman Catholicism that 
immigrated to Latin America retained 
many of these features. Promises 
to God, pilgrimages, the lighting of 
candles, rituals, prayers to saints and 
statues; all these and more were seen 
(and are still seen) as supplementing 
the work of Christ, with a God who 
requires personal sacrifice and ritual 
before his approval can be won. 

That is, for many Argentines, God’s 
free grace needs human help!

At our camp, Eduardo exposed two 
problems for those who want to live 
under law rather than under grace. 

First, there is the problem of legalistic 
Christianity. As the letter to the 
Galatians teaches, any attempt to 
approach God by trying to fulfil his law 
(‘legalism’) will separate us from the 
grace of Christ. 

But in Argentine churches, both 
evangelical and Roman Catholic, 
this legalism abounds! Pastors are 
seen as authority figures—mediators 

between the people and God, with an 
authoritarian attitude that cannot be 
questioned. Church members are not 
taught to read the Bible for themselves. 

One example of how such legalism 
manifests itself is in the widespread 
notion that if a person gives more 
money and effort to God or their 
church, or believes more firmly, then 
he or she will get more from God.  
The effect of such damaging teaching 
is often compounded by strict church 
rules that lead to isolation from those 
outside the congregation. 

New churches are appearing in 
Argentina, where the Bible teaching 
of justification by faith alone is indeed 
taught. But even these churches are 
often better at teaching doctrine than 
at teaching their congregation how to 
read the Bible for themselves, and to 
make their own mature decisions about 
how to live for Christ daily.

The second problem is the flip side 
of the first.  Legalistic Christianity 
enables people to complete a checklist, 
after which they feel under no further 
obligation to please God. 

However, as Galatians teaches and as 
Eduardo was able to explain, God’s grace 
gives us unlimited liberty—to serve and 
love others! Likewise our evangelism 
flows out of an understanding of God’s 
gracious gift of life in Christ. We live 
because of him, and so we proclaim him.

Let me share two encouraging stories 
from our camp.

Vani, from a legalistic Pentecostal 
church, said, “What I found amazing 
at the camp was when everyone started 
to dance and have fun! I’ve never 
seen that in a Christian gathering! In 
my church dancing isn’t a sin, but no 

Pray for Peter and Terry as 
they encourage student 
members of the Asociación 
Bíblica Universitaria 
Argentina (ABUA) in good 
Bible reading habits.

pray

Grace cannot be bought

Faith is not a checklist

G R A C E :  no help required!
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During our years of service in France, we lived in Strasbourg 
in the Alsace region along the German border for 12 years. 
Strasbourg was a centre for the Reformation that transformed 
Europe and went on to transform the world. 

So how did the Protestant Reformation impact Strasbourg, 
and why is it still relevant to France today?

The Reformation came early to the Alsace region, influenced 
by Luther’s writings from 1520 onwards. Strasbourg’s 
printing guilds played an important role in the dissemination 
of Luther’s writings, publishing many Reformers’ tracts and 
pamphlets. Many of the city’s biblical scholars, such as Martin 
Bucer, strengthened the movement amongst craftsmen and 
the town’s growing middle class.

Even though some Catholic clergy refused to accept 
Reformation ideas, the Bishop of Strasbourg could not stop 
the demand for change. The officiating priest at Strasbourg 
Cathedral, Matthieu Zell, was one of many leaders who 
preached Luther’s ideas to large, enthusiastic congregations. 
The people of Strasbourg and the Reformers insisted on a 
return to Scripture alone.

As the gospel implications were worked out, Strasbourg 
took a ‘middle ground’ approach to Reformation theology. 
For example, at the Diet of Augsburg in 1530, Strasbourg 
adopted a point of view midway between Zwinglian (Swiss) 
and Lutheran (German) theology.  The city’s middle position, 
typical of Martin Bucer, insisted on the importance of Bible 
study and inner piety and sought a theology where harmony 
existed amongst local churches. This was demonstrated 
when another leader of the Reformation, John Calvin, was 
exiled to Strasbourg and began his own Reformed church. 
Bucer welcomed Calvin as a pastor and teacher, and he was 
largely tolerated by the local Lutheran churches.

A particular role of the Reformation in Strasbourg was its 
mission influence on the world. The evangelical principles 
of the Reformation were not to be kept solely for the city 
of Strasbourg, but were to be taught everywhere by trained 
pastors. Priority was given to the education of Protestant 
preachers and in 1538, humanist Jean Sturm opened a school 
that developed a catechism and improved the quality of 
instruction for the equipping of missionary pastors.

In 2004, as I (Paul) entered the room of the Strasbourg 
Christian student group for the first time, I saw a large board 
on the wall. It was a map of the towns, cities and regions that 
Bucer had visited personally or had correspondence with. 
His mission field extended across and beyond the limits of 
the Holy Roman Empire of the time—to Alsace, France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, England and Scotland! Perhaps 
Bucer’s greatest influence came through his writing of the 
catechisms for Hesse (1539) and Cologne in Germany. This 
liturgy strongly influenced the English Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP). The BCP spread around the world as the British 
Empire expanded, and was in continual use throughout the 
Church of England for at least 350 years.

Since 1945, the Reformation has continued its influence in 
France through the continued call to observe the authority 
of Scripture alone. This position is clearly announced in 
the doctrinal statement of the French Christian student 
movement, the GBU, in which many CMS missionaries 
have served: “Holy Scripture is divinely inspired and worthy 
of our full confidence, and has supreme authority in all 
matters of faith and conduct.”

In our years of missionary service, we have watched French 
evangelical churches move towards a middle-ground theology 

The Reformation in Strasbourg

The missionary soul of  the city

The Reformation continues

CMS Missionaries Paul & Sandra are now on their final home leave after 25 years of service 
with university students in France. Here Paul describes how the Reformation that hit 
Strasbourg 500 years ago continues today with as fresh and lively a heart for mission as it 
always had.

F R O M  S T R A S B O U R G to the world
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cms.org.au/reformationeffect

Watch a five minute video from 
The Gospel Coalition on the 
Reformation’s massive effect on 
evangelism in France and Europe.

In the context of widespread atheism, the Alsace region 
was our preferred location to do student work as it had 
Reformation roots and could influence the rest of France. 
One of the deficits in France is students who are ready to be 
trained in the Bible to serve, lead and equip local churches. 
During our ministry, God graciously allowed us to train many 
students for gospel work who will have a mission impact on 
France, just as the Reformation in Strasbourg did. 

So we still ask the question—can Christians in Strasbourg 
continue to have a mission influence today? When we invited 
Raphael, a former Strasbourg churchgoer and head of the 
CNEF’s evangelism arm, to return and talk about France’s 
mission needs, he said, “I refuse to accept the situation that 
a Frenchman cannot travel less than 45 minutes to hear the 
gospel in a local church. I love this city, like you, but we must 
go from here to bring the good news to France.”

THEY [CNEF] HAVE A VISION TO 
SEE ONE CHURCH FOR EVERY 

COMMUNITY OF 10 000 PEOPLE 
IN FRANCE. 

typical of Bucer. In the early 1990s, during our first years in 
France, the evangelical denominations were divided between 
conservative and Pentecostal groups. Following a time of 
repentance and reconciliation for past rash, angry statements, 
a new evangelical movement of these denominations was 
born: the Conseil national des évangéliques de France 
[National Council of French Evangelicals] (CNEF). 
The leaders of the CNEF focus on the Reformation and 
biblical foundations of evangelical churches in dealing with 
theological questions such as the prosperity gospel and the 
place of miracles in church life.

In France, the Reformation continues even today as a 
movement bringing the gospel to Europe. Just as it was 500 
years ago, the dissemination of Scripture remains central to 
the progress of the gospel. The CNEF has prioritised Bible 
distribution, creating a project, Merci Pour la Bible, with 
the aim of inspiring Protestant groups to take advantage of 
the 500th Reformation anniversary by spreading the word 
about the Bible. The project includes exhibitions, books, 
Bible reading kits, events (like The Mark Drama) and  
training material. 

Strasbourg and France still need the gospel that was 
articulated by the Reformers 500 years ago. Today, the 
Spirit of God continues to bring Jesus’ living water to the 
spiritual desert of France, where less than one per cent of 
people confess Jesus as Lord. Living in Strasbourg, we heard 
the voices of sceptics, but we also heard testimonies in our 
church of the Spirit changing atheists, Muslims and people 
without hope to follow Jesus. The CNEF sees growth 
despite atheistic proclamations that the Church will die in 
the modern, secular West. Their vision is to see one church 
for every 10 000 people in France; towards this goal, they are 
planting one new church every ten days.

France still needs the gospel that was 
articulated by the Reformers. CMS continues 
to send missionaries to France and Europe to 
guard and teach the gospel. Will you be one 
of them? Find out more about serving with 
CMS at cms.org.au/get-involved/go.

Growth in the French Church

go
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Steve and Narelle needed to learn the language of the 
locals. Then, rather than trust solely on their own 
translation efforts, they worked closely, and over a long 
period of time on a one-to-one basis, with many members 
of the community. Together with Lois Nadjamerrek, who 
spent more than 20 years on the project, they and other 
community members brought the work to completion. 
Lois is now the ordained Anglican minister in charge of the 
parish at Kunbarllanja, and so continues to minister to the 
locals in the Kunwinjku language.

The translation work of so many comes with the deep 
conviction that the reading of God’s word, and its clear 
teaching, will bring repentance and assurance of salvation 
because of the finished work of Christ. The Etheringtons 
can clearly testify that many speakers of Kunwinjku are 
eager to learn more and live by the great truths of the Bible.

The work of teaching the Bible is being carried on by 
the next generation of CMS missionaries, Matthew 
and Lisa Pearson, who are settling in to Kunbarlanja 
to work with the local church leaders in ministries that 
will use the new translation.

One of the bedrock principles of the Protestant Reformation, 
still relevant today, is Scripture alone: that the Christian faith 
rests not on the authority of the Church or a select priestly 
caste, but solely on God’s authoritative and inerrant word, as 
recorded in the Old and New Testaments.

But in a missionary context, there is a lurking danger that 
the authority of God comes to be seen not as resting in his 
word, but on the personal authority of the missionaries who 
brought that word. 

Steve and Narelle Etherington realised early on in their 
missionary careers that if the Bible was to be seen as the 
‘white man’s book’ rather than received as God’s word, then 
the principle of Scripture alone would be under threat in 
their Aboriginal community in Oenpelli. For this reason, 
since their arrival in 1984 in this small region in the north 
of the Northern Territory, they have worked carefully and 
painstakingly to translate the New Testament into the local 
language, Kunwinjku. 

The full Kunwinjku New Testament is now complete, and 
will be ready for distribution by the Bible Society in 2018. 
Translations of parts of the Bible are already in the hands of 
the people. Now, in the words of Steve Etherington, “They 
want more!”

Any process of translation could not be hurried and handed 
down from on high by outside experts. Steve Etherington 
commented, “If I say to people, ‘This is what the Bible says’, 
I also have to say, ‘White people didn’t write this. It wasn’t in 
English. Jesus wasn’t a white man. He didn’t speak English. 
This is something that comes direct from God to you.’” 

care Support gospel work in the Northern 
Territory by signing up to receive news 
and prayer updates from Matthew and 
Lisa Pearson about the continuing 
translation work of CMS at Oenpelli. Go 
to cms.org.au/mlpearson.

Scan here to watch Steve Etherington (at a 
CMS Dinner in 2008) highlight 100 years of 
gospel work amongst Aborigines, and learn how 
relevant his insights are for mission today:

cms.org.au/100years

THE FULL KUNWINJKU NEW TESTAMENT 
IS NOW COMPLETE.

After more than 30 years of ministry in North Australia, recently retired CMS missionaries Steve 
& Narelle Etherington now share in the joy of seeing the New Testament translated into a local 
Aboriginal language. Checkpoint reports how the Reformation principle of Scripture alone has 
brought truth and freedom to the Northern Territory.

10     cms.org.au

  A L L  S C R I P T U R E  I S

 God-breathed

The word of  God to you



give Go to cms.org.au/give  
to support this important 
work  by giving to 
CMS missionaries like 
MOCLAM director, Peter 
Sholl, serving in Mexico.
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Scan here to learn 
more about why the 
Reformers rejected 
the statues and art of  
the sixteenth-century Church:

cms.org.au/rejectstatues

It was only 23 years after Cristopher 
Columbus stepped foot on a Central 
American beach that Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 Theses to the door of 
the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 
Following Luther’s famous bit of 
carpentry, Lutheran ideas quickly spread 
throughout the European continent. 
However Spain, with its famous 
Inquisition, was particularly efficient 
in suffocating the emergence of such 
radical thinking. Medieval Spanish and 
Portuguese Roman Catholic missionaries 
kept sailing to the Americas and the 
Inquisition went to work there as well, 
ensuring that a pre-Reformation form of 
Roman Catholicism took a strong hold, 
with the result being that the European 
Protestant Reformation effectively 
bypassed South and Central America. 
I believe that for the same reasons that 
the Reformation was important for those 
Luther ministered to, it is important for 
South American Christians today.

Five hundred years on, Latin 
American religiosity, untouched by 
the Reformation, still allows glimpses 
of the popular superstition and plain 
bad teaching that Luther and the other 
Reformers were up against. Let me give 
some examples:

• During a lunch with five Chilean 
friends of varying ages, all once 
Roman Catholics, our conversation 
revealed that, as children, they had 
all been taught by nuns that they 
should never throw out any piece of 
stale bread, because that would be to 
throw out the body of Christ.

• After some Good Friday teaching in 
a church, the Bishop took questions. 
“Is it okay to eat meat on Good 
Friday?” it started, but then there 
were numerous others along the 
lines of, “Is it ok to iron on Good 

Friday, because we were taught that 
to do so would be to iron the body 
of Christ?”

• Other friends have told me that they 
had been taught by nuns at school 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay for 
all the errors God committed in the 
Old Testament.

The Diablada is a religious dance used 
in Chile for popular festivals in honour 
of the Virgen del Carmen. The dance 
originated in medieval Europe, but now 
includes local touches, such as condors 
(yes, the birds!) who supposedly protect 
sinners from devils. The dance itself was 
designed to literally put the fear of hell 
into people, so that they would be godly.

But who is this Virgen del Carmen 
who inspired the dance? There are so 
many virgins, official and otherwise, 
that it is not surprising that even many 
local Catholics do not realise that each 
one, in theory, refers to the mother of 
Jesus. Many see these virgins as spiritual 
personages who exist in their own 
right. These ‘virgins’ hold a spiritual 
authority all their own, and statues of 
them are found in many private homes. 
In their owners’ minds, the statues 
hold the key to specific miracles and to  
genuine spirituality. 

Back in sixteenth-century Europe, Swiss 
Reformer Ulrich Zwingli argued that 
such statuary, along with all religious 
images, icons, dances and ritualistic 
superstition, were actually just an excuse 
for clerical laziness. In theory these add-
ons existed as a teaching aid to help the 
people understand God and his word. 
But Zwingli and the other Reformers 
believed that the priests should instead 
have been working hard at studying and 
teaching God’s word (the Reformation 
principle of Scripture alone). 

Zwingli’s observation can be echoed in 
twenty-first century Latin America, where 
the poor have generally been considered 
incapable of understanding theological 
truth. This is in stark contrast to the 
Reformers’ belief, grounded in Scripture, 
that the Bible is essentially intelligible 
to all in whom the grace of God has 
worked, regardless of their social standing  
or education. 

The truths of the European Reformation 
are relevant to Christians everywhere 
in our world today. Certainly they are 
relevant in Latin America. It is not merely 
that such biblical teaching provides 
protection against superstition—it also 
teaches us how we can know the true 
God through the Bible alone.

Popular superstition

Teaching Scripture alone

G O D  O F  T H E L I V I N G
W O R D

CMS missionary Frances Cook has confronted some extraordinary superstitions in her 30 years 
serving in Chile. In her role as teacher of Reformation Church history at the Centre for Pastoral Studies  
in Santiago, she helps explain why Latin America has a profound need to trust in Scripture alone.

Image: Francis Cook, with students at  CEP.



E N G A G I N G 
  W I T H  R O M A N  
C A T H O L I C I S M  T O D A Y

Among the famous alones of Reformation teaching, scholars 
sometimes emphasise two: Scripture alone as the formal 
principle of the Reformation; and Faith alone as the material 
principle of the Reformation. These affirmations cut to 
the heart of Protestant-Catholic differences in theological 
method and content, differences over which people in the 
Reformation era did not merely differ, but died. While 
Protestants and Catholics alike hold up as heroes of the faith 
those who were martyred for their convictions during that 
period, we also look back with horror at the mutual killing. 
What does all this mean for evangelical engagement with 
Catholicism today? Has anything changed?

Roman Catholicism has changed. The Second Vatican 
Council (Vatican II, 1962–1965) was a watershed event, 
the most significant development in Roman Catholicism 
since the time of the Reformation. Vatican II marked a 
shift in Roman Catholicism’s attitude to modernity, from 
an attitude of rejection to one of embrace. It also marked a 
shift of theological emphasis. In contrast with the Council 
of Trent and Vatican I, which focused on the Roman-ness 
of the Roman Catholic Church, Vatican II highlighted its 
catholicity. So, for example, Mass could now be celebrated 
in vernacular languages, and the Roman Catholic Church 
adopted a more positive attitude towards Protestants and 
those of other faiths, viewing them as within the orbit of 
God’s grace. Pope Francis, with his focus on mercy and his 
warm ecumenical overtures, embodies the spirit of Vatican 
II more than any of his predecessors.

We also need to understand the nature of official change 
in Roman Catholicism. Pope John XXIII, who convoked 
Vatican II, coined the term aggiornamento, or updating, 
which allows for renewal without reformation. What’s 
more, Catholicism employs a theological method that may 
be described as et... et… (both… and…), such that new 

formulations or emphases do not abrogate past statements. For 
example, notwithstanding recent theological rapprochement 
in evangelical-Catholic dialogue, the Council of Trent’s 
anathemas against those who hold to justification by faith 
alone have never been retracted.

So the Reformation’s central concerns are still relevant, but 
the landscape of contemporary Roman Catholicism is more 
complex, and the tone of evangelical-Catholic conversation is 
very different. How then should we engage?

When I teach classes about engaging Christianly with other 
religions, I offer my students three rules of engagement. 
They apply equally to evangelical engagement with Roman 
Catholicism.

First, evangelical engagement should be sympathetic. We 
should describe Roman Catholicism with accuracy and 
respect. Rather than drawing a caricature, we should paint a 
portrait in which our Roman Catholic friends can recognise 
themselves, even if they do not agree with every detail of 
our rendering. This means we cannot take the piecemeal 
approach, picking and choosing particular Catholic doctrines 
and practices (e.g. transubstantiation, priestly celibacy, papal 
infallibility, Marian devotion) and making them the basis 
of our appraisal of Catholicism. Accurate and respectful 
engagement requires a systematic understanding of Roman 
Catholicism as a whole. 

Second, evangelical engagement should be theological. 
Our engagement with Catholicism should be grounded in 
the Scriptures and centred on the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
This means we cannot take the peacemaking approach that 
minimises or sets aside doctrinal differences for the sake of 
ecumenical harmony or common worship and mission. It 
is sometimes suggested that agreement on the basis of the 
creeds is a sufficient basis for ecumenical unity, but that is to 

Roman Catholicism today

Charlie Fletcher, together with his wife Kathryn, spent ten years as a CMS missionaries in Mexico 
from 2001–2011. Since 2011 he has served as Dean of Global Mission at Ridley College and as a 
member of the teaching staff at CMS’s St Andrew’s Hall. Here he draws on personal experience and 
theological insight to address an important question: How do we relate to Roman Catholicism today?

Images: Opposite page, left, CMS missionary Mike Snowdon in Valencia, Spain.

E N G A G I N G
W I T H  R O M A N  

C A T H O L I C I S M  T O D A Y

Rules of  engagement
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Use this Bible study resource The 
God who Saves from Matthias Media 
to explore the gospel of Christ with 
people from a Catholic or Orthodox 
background. Available to buy here:

cms.org.au/godwhosaves

downplay the theological significance of the Reformation. 
Yet there is something right and compelling about the 
ecumenical impulse. As John Piper has said, humility loves 
truth-based unity, not truth-based victory.

Third, evangelical engagement should be missiological. We 
should look for points of contact and conflict, and consider 
their implications for both evangelism and discipleship. This 
means we cannot take the polemical approach, attacking 
whatever we see as wrong with Catholicism. Winning 
people and winning arguments are not the same thing.

To those three rules of engagement, let me add three caveats.

It is important to distinguish between institutional 
religion and personal faith. Serious disagreement with 
Roman Catholic teaching and practice does not warrant 
the conclusion that there are no Christians in the Roman 
Catholic Church. We are saved by trusting Jesus, not by 
professing a coherent theological system. So, rather than 
denying that Catholics are Christians, a more helpful 
approach is to invite them to explore together the Christian 
faith they profess.

It is also important to distinguish between official and popular 
religion. The popular Catholicism that I encountered in 
Mexico, centred on devotion to the Virgin of Guadalupe 
and often influenced by pre-existing indigenous religion, is 
a very different phenomenon from official Catholicism and 
raises its own questions for mission practice.

Lastly, when it comes to the triad of belief, behaviour and 
belonging, evangelical culture tends to emphasise doctrine, 
whereas popular Catholic culture tends to emphasise 
experience over understanding and community over 
theology. A doctrine-first approach to evangelism may not 
communicate effectively in Catholic contexts.

Evangelical mission in Catholic contexts must pay attention 
to the complexities of contemporary Roman Catholicism.

There was a Reformation, and its central concerns still matter 
because they are central to our understanding of the word 
of God and the gospel. And because the central concerns 
of the Reformation still mark major evangelical-Catholic 
differences, evangelical mission to Catholics today is fitting. 

Roman Catholicism is complex and multi-
faceted, and has undergone immense 
change. Pray that in response, we would be 
sympathetic and humble with our Catholic 
friends as we point to the Bible’s message 
of justification by faith alone.

WINNING PEOPLE 
AND WINNING 

ARGUMENTS ARE NOT THE 
SAME THING.

Mind the gap

pray
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MISSION ARY SPOTLIGHT
Checkpoint asked: “How do people see you differently when you speak in the local language, instead of English?”

MISSION NEWS: 

”The French have a reputation for being intolerant of people speaking French 
poorly. In reality, I’ve generally found them to be quite the opposite. They 
love their language and when you’re trying to learn it properly, they are really 
kind, encouraging and patient. Most French people speak some English, but 
I’ve found that if the conversation is in English, they often close up, feeling 
uncomfortable and embarrassed, or they are only comfortable speaking about 
superficial things. But in French, they open up and speak freely.”
Kelly Landrigan  Serving in France.

“People love learning and practising English in Spain and so we love using it 
as a tool to serve people. But it doesn’t build trust in relationships. By learning 
Spanish, engaging with people in Spanish and reading God’s word with people 
in Spanish, we learn how to listen and they see our vulnerabilities. They learn to 
open themselves to us and we see their joys and frustrations. We learn that we 
are not the solution to their problems and we walk together in knowing Jesus.”
Mike & Tania Snowdon Serving in Spain.

C M S  S A N T  A P P O I N T S 
N E W  R E G I O N A L  
D I R E C T O R

It is with joy that 
CMS announces the 
appointment of Rev 
Katy Smith to the 
position of Regional 
Director of CMS 
SANT, commencing 

in January 2018 at Summer Encounter. 
Katy has been an active and strong 
supporter of CMS for many years. She 
is currently the Head of Old Testament 
and Director of Postgraduate Studies at 
The Bible College of South Australia, 
a position she has held for the last six 
years. She will continue in this role until 
the end of 2017, while also finalising her 
PhD studies. Please pray for Katy as she 
prepares for her new position. Thank 
God for the service of David Williams 
and pray for the CMS SANT board and 
staff as they manage in the interim.

Please continue to pray 
for S from 
Central Asia who was 
diagnosed with bowel 
cancer in December 
2016. At the time 
of writing, S has 
decided to cease active 

treatment as it was causing many side 
effects without being effective. She will 
continue to receive quality palliative care 
and be monitored by the oncology team. 
Pray for peace and trust in the 
Lord for S and her family during  
this time. 

If you would like to pass on a message 
to S or receive updates, 
please contact your local CMS 
branch.

Q N N S W  A P P O I N T S  
A C T I N G  B R A N C H  
G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y

Please continue to pray 
for CMS QNNSW 
as they search for 
a new General 
Secretary following 
Jeremy Gehrmann’s 
retirement in July 
2017. In the interim, 

Rev John Menear is acting as General 
Secretary to support the branch until the 
position is filled. 

Thank God for Bishop Peter Tasker who 
also acted in the role this year and will 
continue in an advisory capacity.
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Geof frey Hayles
We praise God for the life of Geoffrey Hayles, who died 
in Perth on 15 April 2017, aged 86. Geoffrey and his 
wife, Sheila, served the Lord with CMS in Gunbalanya 
(Oenpelli) in the Northern Territory from 1981–83. He 
also worked as a solicitor and was of great service to the WA 
branch of CMS and many of its members. We ask God to 
comfort and bless Geoffrey’s children and grandchildren.

Marie Dawson
We praise God for the life of Marie Dawson, who died 
in Shellharbour on 4 September 2017, aged 87. Marie 
worked as a medical practitioner to Indigenous Australians 
in the Northern Territory with CMS from 1956–57. After 
marrying Peter, they served with CMS in Tanzania from 
1959–75. In Australia, Marie helped start Mission Aid 
Group, sending aid to Tanzania. In 1992, Marie and Peter 
returned as CMS missionaries to Africa, where they served 
in Zaire (D R Congo) until 1998. While missing her greatly, 
Peter and the family rejoice that Marie is now with Jesus.

Reg Rober ts
We praise God for the life of Reg Roberts, who died in 
Sydney on 7 July 2017, aged 86. Reg served the Lord 
in Ludhiana, India as a pharmacist at the Christian 
Medical College. He met and married Mary Murray 
while in India and they joined CMS for the remainder 
of their service. In 1964, they moved to Pakistan where 
they stayed until their return to Australia in 1976. Reg 
is greatly missed by Mary, their three children, Carol, 
Rosemary and James, and their families.

Barbara Pearce
We praise God for the life of Barbara Pearce, who died 
in Box Hill on 14 September 2017, aged 85. Barbara 
was led by the Lord to become a missionary nurse with 
CMS in Tanzania in 1962. After marrying Ian in 1972, 
they continued to serve the Lord together in Tanzania 
and adopted Lucian, Sheila, Jane and Marcus before their 
return to Australia in 1990. We thank God for Barbara’s life 
and ask him to comfort and sustain Ian and their family.

David Woodbridge
We praise God for the life of David Woodbridge, who 
died in Nowra on 3 August 2017, aged 81. David and his 
wife, Camille, served the Lord with CMS in Ngukurr 
and Angurugu in the Northern Territory from 1964–79. 
Later, he supported other workers who translated the 
entire Bible into Kriol. David had been unwell with 
cancer for some time. We pray for God’s comfort for 
Camille and their two daughters, Rebekah and Deborah.

Welcome to the CMS Checkpoint Calendar 2018. Use the calendar 
overleaf  to celebrate what God is doing all around the world through 
CMS to share the good news of  Jesus Christ. And thank him for giving us 
access to his saving gospel–to God alone be all glory and honour, Amen! 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD REVIEW

If you don’t really know how 
the Reformation fits together, 
or why it’s important to 
remember this period of 
history 500 years on, this is a 
must-read. It’s a concise and 
easy-to-follow overview of 

the Reformation and the important figures who 
set it in motion.

Birkett starts off by exploring the impact of 
the pagan religions of Medieval Europe on the 
understanding and practice of Christianity. This 
section helps to explain how certain Catholic 
traditions developed. Having examined these 
influences, she then outlines the key events 
of the Reformation, and describes how the 
response in particular countries contributed 
to the revolutionary changes in theological 
thought. In the final section of the book, she 
evaluates the significance of the Reformation 
and how it differed from earlier attempts to 
reform the Catholic Church.

Martin Luther is probably the best known name 
when it comes to the Reformation. But Birkett 
also draws attention to the career of a number of 
Luther’s contemporaries. Zwingli, for example, 
was a Swiss priest and Reformer. Unlike Luther, 
he was supported by many in Zurich who believed 
that the Reformation doctrines were right and the 
Church was wrong. Zurich’s reform provided a 
lead for other Swiss cities to follow. 

Birkett’s history of the Reformation, the factors 
leading to it and the consequences for the world, 
is a timely reminder to modern Christians of 
how the truths which many Reformers died 
for—salvation by grace alone, through faith 
in Christ alone—still need to be fought for 
today. The Essence of the Reformation is not only 
a history, but a call to action—to be reminded 
by history to defend the truths of Christianity—
and a warning to learn from our heritage.

Available from your local Christian bookseller.

BIRKETT, KIRSTEN. 2009, THE ESSENCE OF THE 
REFORMATION. MATTHIAS MEDIA, SYDNEY.

Review by Nicole Thatcher,  
a student of Linguistics, Classics 
and Ancient History at the 
University of Western Australia.
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In Europe, the gospel came to 
Philippi (in modern-day Greece) 
around 50 AD. Today, Europe is 
gospel-poor, with most parts of the 
region having less than two per 
cent of the population identifying 
as evangelical Christians. In France, 
Colin & Catherine Puffett (CMS 
Prayer Diary, Day 5) seek to meet 
the gospel need through church 
planting. Other CMS missionaries 
work with local student groups in 
evangelism and discipleship.

Pray that Europeans would 
find freedom in Christ, not 
in secularism. Pray that 
God would strengthen CMS 
missionaries in the face of 
indifference and suspicion, 
and give to many the joy of 
rediscovering God’s free gift of 
justification by faith alone.

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8

[ faith alone]

French

S E U L E
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The gospel probably came to India 
through Jesus’ disciple Thomas in 
52 AD. Today, in the broader region, 
the gospel competes with religions 
like Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Islam, where salvation (however 
it is understood) remains very 
much by works, not by grace. CMS 
missionaries, like S (CMS Prayer 
Diary, Day 7) in S Asia, show the 
power of grace in words and deeds. S 
teaches English and seeks to speak of 
Jesus’ grace as she does so.

Pray that as CMS missionaries 
adorn the gospel through their 
good works (Titus 2:10), gospel 
opportunities would abound, 
so that many would know the 
freedom of grace alone.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8

[grace alone]
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The apostle Thomas is said to have 
preached the gospel in parts of 
Central Asia on his way to India. 
Today, governments in the broader 
region sometimes impose 
restrictions on the spread of 
Christianity, but CMS continues to 
attempt gospel work in ways that 
respect the demands of the 
situation, without compromising 
the desire to reach gospel-poor 
people with the good news of 
God’s forgiveness.

Pray that in contexts where the 
Bible is not always welcome, 
the authority of God’s 
Scripture alone would shine 
out as CMS missionaries speak 
and live his word.

M A R C H  2 0 1 8

[scripture alone]
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The gospel of Christ alone began 
in the Middle East and spread from 
there. But centuries of forceful M 
expansion mean that today, 
Christians are a small minority. CMS 
workers, like W & C (CMS Prayer 
Diary, Day 11) in Dubai, continue to 
rejoice in gospel opportunities that 
arise from work with expatriate 
churches. Other CMS missionaries 
minister in Bible colleges, amongst 
refugees and in personal 
relationships with locals.

Pray that God would remove 
any confusion about how his 
Son was born, lived, taught, 
died and rose again, so that 
people might worship Christ
alone as the one true God.

A P R I L  2 0 1 8

[Christ  alone]
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The Gospel of Matthew says that 
Jesus lived as a child in Egypt. 
Later, the gospel came to northern 
Africa with the conversion of the 
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26–29). 
From the nineteenth century 
onwards, African mission resulted 
in large numbers becoming 
Christians. Today’s need is 
for deeper biblical teaching. 
Additionally, in some African 
countries more than half the 
population is under 18. In response 
many CMS missionaries today work 
in Bible colleges, or with children, 
youth and students.

Give thanks that through the 
work of CMS and others, large 
numbers of people in many 
parts of Africa now give glory
to God alone.

M A Y  2 0 1 8

[glory to God alone]

Swahili
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The strongest evidence for the 
spread of the gospel to East Asia 
suggests that it was brought to 
China by a Syrian monk in 635 
AD. The spread of Islam combined 
with exclusive state policies made 
subsequent gospel progress 
difficult. But recently, opportunities 
have increased in the broader 
region, and CMS missionaries such 
as Brad & Michelle Jackson 
(CMS Prayer Diary, Day 17), want 
to bring the news of Jesus to 
gospel-poor countries like Japan. 
CMS missionaries are also involved 
in gospel ministry in places like 
Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Pray that gospel freedom 
would be freely taught in the 
nations of East Asia, some 
of which restrict Christian 
teaching.

J U N E  2 0 1 8

[ freedom]

Japanese
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The history of mission in South East 
Asia includes many courageous 
stories of people like Adoniram 
Judson, who in 1812 went to what 
is now Myanmar, bringing gospel 
hope and translating the Bible into 
Burmese. Still today, in contexts 
where the defining religious concept 
is ‘suffering’ there is a real need for 
local Christians to be well trained in 
the Bible’s message of true hope. 
CMS missionaries, like Wim &
Maaike Prins (CMS Prayer Diary,
Day 20) in Cambodia, assist in 
bringing in-depth teaching to South 
East Asia through translating and 
distributing Christian literature.

Pray that God would bring 
stability to the countries of 
South East Asia, so that true 
gospel hope might continue 
unhindered in the countries 
where CMS works and beyond.

J U L Y  2 0 1 8

[hope]

Khmer
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John Calvin sent two missionaries 
to Brazil in 1556 with the 
Reformation message of 
justification by faith alone. Today, 
there are many enthusiastic 
churches in Latin America that 
can nonetheless lack theological 
depth. In order to help in this 
area, CMS missionaries, such as 
Nick & Kysha Davies, Adrian &
Anita Lovell and Peter & Sarah
Sholl (CMS Prayer Diary, Day 25), 
work with the theological training 
organisation, MOCLAM. Others 
train students and share in the life 
of local churches.

Pray that God would give 
people in Latin America peace
with God as they experience 
the fruit of a gospel that frees 
from sin, law and death.

A U G U S T  2 0 1 8

[peace]

Spanish
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A Bible-believing chaplain, Richard 
Johnson, came to Australia with 
English soldiers and convicts 
in 1788. Since then, mission to 
Aboriginal peoples has had a mixed 
history. Many Australians have 
become well aware of the need for 
compassionate local engagement 
with Aboriginal communities. Today, 
CMS missionaries, like Chris &
Karen Webb (CMS Prayer Diary, 
Day 27), are involved in gospel 
ministries in North Australia, 
working where possible in local 
languages. The Webbs minister with 
a local Aboriginal congregation, the 
Broome People’s Church.

Thank God that the revelation 
of God, the Bible, continues 
to be translated into the heart 
languages of the Aboriginal 
people. Pray that they will 
receive it as it truly is, the  
word of God.

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8

[revelation]

Anindilyakwa
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The gospel came to the Pacific region 
with missionaries in the 1790s. 
Many Islanders today call themselves 
Christians but sometimes struggle 
with a purely cultural Christianity, 
or legalistic variations of the same. 
Today, CMS missionaries, like Joel
& Tiffanie Atwood and Keith
& Marion Birchley (CMS Prayer 
Diary, Day 28), work particularly with 
local student groups in Vanuatu and 
Papua New Guinea, teaching them to 
teach others the doctrine of grace.

Thank God that CMS 
missionaries know the 
assurance of sins forgiven and 
can pass that assurance on. 
Pray that God would raise up 
new disciple-makers (Matthew 
28:19) so that the knowledge 
of grace may be deepened.

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

[assurance]

Bislama
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Checkpoint readers in Australia 
and worldwide form one extended 
missionary family based on 
our adoption as children of our 
heavenly Father. The same biblical 
gospel heralded at the Reformation 
and taught by our missionaries is 
the gospel we trust. We believe God 
is gracious, so we live as disciples 
in obedience to Jesus’ command, 
seeking to make disciples of grace. 

Pray that we as CMS 
supporters would act to reach 
the gospel-poor people we 
meet each day. Pray that we 
would speak grace alone and 
serve Christ alone by faith 
alone inspired by Scripture 
alone to pray, to care and to 
give to the glory of God alone.

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8
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Melbourne Cup (VIC)



Father, thank you that you sent 
your Son, Jesus, into our world on 
a mission to seek and save the lost. 
Thank you that Jesus was promised 
by the prophets, announced by 
angels, born to Mary, revealed to 
us in the flesh, and that he lived 
to proclaim and demonstrate the 
glories of your heavenly kingdom. 
Thank you that he died as a 
suffering servant for the sins of the 
whole world.

Thank you that in his resurrection 
from the dead, he poured out your 
Spirit on the apostles and on all 
peoples, so that of your gospel 
came first to Jews, then to Gentiles 
and even to the ends of the earth. 
Grant us joy and peace in believing, 
and likewise grace to be part of his 
majestic mission, until he returns 
in glory to judge the living and the 
dead. Amen.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8
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WHEN HAVE 
YOU TAKEN A 

STAND FOR 
THE GOSPEL?

By God’s leading, the Reformers stood up for the 
true gospel message, turning people back to 
the foundational principles of grace alone, faith 
alone, Christ alone, Scripture alone and to the 
glory of God alone. However, the Reformation is 
not yet over! There is still a need for strong gospel 
witness all over the world. 

Checkpoint asked some of our CMS missionaries 
how they are living and standing up for the 
gospel in their location:

“Barcelona has recently been in the news 
because a large part of society wants to 
proclaim independence from Spain. This 
reminds us that every day we take a stand for 
the gospel, because so few people in our city 
ever consider that true freedom is in Jesus.”  

Andrew & Dominique Gifford 
Barcelona, Spain

“The GBU in France is not accepted as an official 
student organisation, so to meet students 
we take a stand—that is, we have a small 
table with Bibles to offer to them outside the 
university. People give us strange looks and very 
occasionally question our right to be there, but 
they are generally okay with it.” 

Josh & Susannah Apieczonek 
Paris, France 

“Every week, we go onto the main university 
campus and get into conversations with 
students. We discuss what they believe and 
share with them the gift of eternal life. Even 
though religion isn’t something that is openly 
discussed and there is often a lot of apathy 
towards the gospel, we keep going back.”  

Rachel Gibbs 
Linz, Austria
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“A couple from an ‘evangelical’ organisation began 
a ministry of ‘inner-healing’ which many from our 
church attended. We were concerned by what we 
heard. When the couple left, people said, “Where 
will we turn now when we have problems?” It was 
good to be able to turn them to the gospel.”  

Frances Cook 
Santiago, Chile




