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From the 
Editor
At a wedding recently, I was chatting to one of the 
young women I had led in Bible study for several 
years. She introduced me to a younger girl saying, 

“Naomi was my Bible study leader, so she is like your 
spiritual grandmother!” Some of the young women 
I led for Bible study when they were in high school 
have now been leading their own groups of high 
school girls to grow as disciples of Christ. Praise 
God!

While we’re blessed with many opportunities to 
grow as Christian leaders in Australia, there are 
huge needs for discipleship and Bible training in 
the expanding global church. Through CMS we 
can all play a part in growing Christian leaders who 
will impact church and society for the sake of God’s 
kingdom. 
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We cannot underestimate the impact of investing in 
Christian leaders. 

When CMS missionaries Tim and Sally Swan 
arrived in Chile 10 years ago, there were only 19 
ministers for the Chilean Anglican church. Tim has 
been lecturing in theology at the Centre for Pastoral 
Studies (CEP). The family have recently returned 
to Australia, praising God that 50 Christian leaders 
have been trained for ministry in Latin America 
through the CEP since they first arrived.   

Our prayer is for godly servant-
hearted leaders throughout the 
world who are actively growing 
disciples. May these leaders have an 
impact that  keeps multiplying for 
generations – until Jesus returns! 

2     www.cms.org.au
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S u m m e r 
C o nf e re n c e s

Experience 

NSW & ACT
Summer School
4–10 Jan 2014

QNNSW
Summer School
3–8 Jan 2014

SA/NT
Summer Encounter

16–19 Jan 2014

VIC
Summer Under the Son

13–16 Jan 2014

TAS
SummerView

9–12 Jan 2014

WA
Summer School
24–26 Jan 2014

www.cms.org.au/summerconferences

“The Bible teaching was superb and challenging. The missionary  
sessions were eye opening and thought provoking. Jesus was always  

front and centre. I loved Summer School!” Don Grant, NSW
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As part of our vision for a world that knows Jesus, CMS is seeking to equip Christian leaders 
who are servant-hearted for church and society. CMS Australia Federal Secretary Peter 
Rodgers writes:

With the Australian Federal election looming, leadership 
is at the forefront of people’s minds. All over the world, 
we long for leaders of integrity, who speak the truth and 
serve the common good. Such leadership is rare. Instead, 
we often see leadership that is hungry for power, fickle 
and greedy. 

As Christians we should not be surprised. We know 
the weakness of the human heart, and that the power 
of leadership can easily inflame even the most idealistic 
person’s sinful passions and pride. 

Likewise in the Church, Christian leaders have 
enormous power to influence God’s people for good or 
bad. When leaders are not Christ-like, they will grow 
division, ungodliness and weak witness. God’s Church 
needs godly leaders whose impact lasts for eternity. 

What does a godly leader look like? 

In Mark 10:43-44 Jesus teaches his disciples about being 
godly leaders: 

“You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them.  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 
must be slave of all.” 

Jesus modelled the life of servant leadership. He gave up 
his life on the cross for those he served. Every Christian 
leader in church and society needs to be servant-hearted. 

Godly leaders also need to be disciple-making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus commanded us 
to “make disciples of all peoples…teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you”. Disciples who grow 
in Christian maturity as they obey God’s commands can 

be equipped to be godly leaders who will then play a part 
in making more disciples. 

Our partners throughout the world are asking us to 
work with them in equipping servant-hearted Christian 
leaders for the church and society who will model Christ 
and grow disciples.

Equipping leaders for church

In parts of the world where the Church has been 
growing rapidly, trained leadership is often in short 
supply. Compare the number of Christians across all 
denominations in Africa, Asia and Latin America in 1970 
to estimated numbers in 2020.1 

1970 2020

Africa 142.6 million 630.6 million

Asia 95.4 million 420.4 million

Latin America 269.9 million 600.6 million

This rate of Church growth is unprecedented in human 
history. Now imagine the number of leaders needed to 
pastor these churches! The needs are so great that many 
pastors get little opportunity to study God’s word before 
they enter ministry. This leaves leaders without the 
training and skills to apply the Bible to complex issues of 
life. Sometimes the results have been disastrous.

Rwanda was the ultimate church growth success story. 
During the course of the 20th century strong evangelistic 
mission activity saw church membership explode, from 
0% to 90%.2 Yet in 1994, the Church could not prevent 
the genocide that claimed an estimated one million lives.  

Training godly leaders is the great challenge for the 
growing global Church. 
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Pray that God would raise up servant-hearted Christian leaders who faithfully preach the gospel and impact 
communities and nations in Jesus’ name. Pray for CMS missionaries and our partner organisations as we work 
together to train and mentor Christian leaders who live out the gospel in every area of their lives.

Pray

CMS works alongside its partners to equip leaders 
to know God’s word, so that it shapes their lives and 
ministries. We support training courses for evangelists 
and run basic correspondence courses, to raise leaders’ 
level of biblical knowledge and confidence in the gospel. 
MOCLAM4 is currently training over 2000 Christian 
leaders across the Spanish-speaking world. 

CMS personnel also work in Bible colleges to help 
teach the teachers. For example, Paul B does itinerant 
teaching in Bible colleges across much of Asia, and 
Geoff and Martha Boye recently left Australia to join 
Mike and Katie Taylor in training Tanzanian pastors and 
evangelists. 

What does leadership training look like in a culture very 
different from our own? New believers in the majority 
world3 face vital questions we’ve never thought to 
ask. How do they respond to occultism and ancestor 
worship? How do they live as believers in the face of 
extreme poverty, corruption or in the shadow of Islam? 
Training and mentoring Christian leaders to read and 
understand the Bible gives them the tools they need 
to answer these questions for themselves and for their 
communities.  

Equipping leaders for society

Our international partners are also asking us to help them 
train and mentor Christian leaders to live for Christ in 
the wider community and in national life. We share their 
vision to see societies shaped by Christian leaders who 
apply the principles of God’s word as they serve in areas 
such as government, business, education, medicine and 
agriculture. 

I have recently had the joy of meeting inspirational local 
Christian leaders who are putting their faith into practice 
by effecting change in their communities in Jesus’ name. 
For example, godly leaders who are working to improve 
conditions for Bangladeshi fabric workers, providing 
alternative employment for sex workers in Bangkok 

and changing communities’ attitudes to the disabled in 
India. We aspire to see the leaders we are working with, 
having a similar impact.

University campuses are great places to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and train and mentor future Christian 
leaders. Our commitment to student ministry for over 
20 years in France has now led to a new generation of 
Christian leaders confident to live for Christ in their 
professional lives. We also place Christian academics 
in the faculties of universities and colleges. Malcolm 
Buchanan’s course on Science and Theology helps 
students in Tanzania to see the creative and sustaining 
hand of God at work in the physical world.

Training and mentoring Christian leaders for society 
doesn’t just take place in educational institutions. 
Strategically placing professionals in health, media, IT, 
engineering and agriculture can lead to opportunities to 
mentor and train Christian leaders ‘on the job’. 

Our vision is to work alongside our international 
partners to make a difference by equipping Christian 
leaders who can in turn train and mentor others to be 
faithful and obedient disciples of Christ. Will you pray 
for lives, communities and nations to be changed by the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ through strong godly 
leadership?

1. Gina A Bellofatto and Todd M Johnson, ‘Key Findings of Chris-
tianity in its Global Context 1970-2020,’ International Bulletin of 
Missionary Research, Vol. 37 No.3.

2. Operation World, 2013, http://www.operationworld.org/coun-
try/rwan/

3. The ‘majority world’ refers to countries in Latin America, Asia 
and Africa. The majority of the world’s population (>84%) lives 
on these continents. 

4. MOCLAM provides Moore College Certificate in Theology 
courses in Spanish.

Photos: (Opposite, left to right) CMS missionaries Jill Morshead teaching nursing 
students in Tanzania; Peter Sholl teaching a MOCLAM course; Leoni Painter with 
ESL students in Cambodia and Nathan Lovell teaching at George Whitefield College, 
South Africa. (Above, left to right) CMS missionaries Maggie Crewes working with 
street children in Ethiopia; Mike Taylor with a graduate from Munguishi Bible College, 
Tanzania; Alison Thompson with villagers in Cambodia and Andrew and Claire 
Livingstone with Colin Donaldson (GBEU General Secretary) and his wife Victoria, 
Switzerland.
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For the last three years CMS missionary Glen Turner has been teaching English and 
Christian Studies to students ranging from 10 to 15 years old at Mara Primary School.  
This school is one of the top schools in the northern region of Tanzania. Glen writes:

CMS is passionate about the strategic opportunity that teachers like Glen have to train the next generation in life 
and faith, to prepare them to be future Christian leaders. Opportunities currently exist for teachers to serve with 
CMS at CAMS, a school in Dodoma, Tanzania. Find out more at www.cms.org,au/go or contact your local CMS 
branch (see back cover).

It is a great joy to interact with young people as they 
think critically about their culture, family, church, 
and in the wider society. Many of my students are 
among the most academically gifted young people 
in their communities. After they complete their 
studies at Mara, they will go on to high school and 
university. They are the future leaders for the church,  
business, government departments and NGOs.

Applying the Bible to daily life

I have been encouraging my students to get into the 
habit of reading the Bible for themselves, talking to one 
another about what they read, asking for God to give 
them understanding and bringing questions to me about 
what they are reading. 

Young people like Grace are grappling with what 
faithfulness in marriage may look like for her in the 
future and how a Christian marriage may be different to 
what she sees around her. Joseph is concerned about the 
damage pornography may do to his future relationships.  

Kulwa wants to know what the Bible says about what 
pastors should be like, because he doesn’t see good 
examples in his community. Salome is worried that to get 
a job in the future will mean compromising her morals 
through both sexual and financial corruption.

When we encounter issues like marriage, family 
relationships, the Internet, and dealing with government 
departments in class, the students desire to understand 
what the Bible says about how Christians should 
act. They hear what their traditional culture says, 
they hear the messages of the world around them 
and they hear things at church but aren’t sure what 
is true. At school we’re able to look at the Bible and  
talk through issues in a safe environment. 

Making a difference

These students are thinking about what they want for the 
future: in their families, churches, communities and in 
their nation. God’s word is powerful to transform lives. 
I want to see the students grow to become more like 
Christ as they apply his word to their lives, and impact 
others for Christ now, and in the positions of influence 
they will have in the future. Already the Holy Spirit is 
working in them to make changes, and I am confident 
that many of these students will go on to make a big 
difference in Tanzania, wherever God places them.  

A generation of godly leaders

These young people are the next generation of leaders in 
the Church and wider society. Please pray with me that 
they will hold on to the word of God and let it continue 
to shape them in the good works that God has called 
them to do.

Go

the youth of Tanzania

Photos: (Left) Mara Primary School students. (Right) Glen Turner teaching students at 
Mara Primary School.
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CMS has given scholarships to 14 
students at the CEP over the past 
ten years, including two pastors from 
Bolivia and one from Paraguay. All 
previous scholarship recipients are 
now involved in ministry, either in a 
full-time or part-time capacity, with 
the exception of one student. 

Providing scholarships for students to 
receive quality evangelical theological 
training at the CEP is a strategic way 
of supporting the growing Chilean 
Church. Without the scholarships, 
neither the students, nor their local 
churches or even dioceses, would 
have been able to afford their training. 
The scholarships make a significant 
difference.

A trained Chilean pastor will 
ultimately take God’s word to more 
people, with a better understanding 
of cultural context and fluent Spanish, 
compared with sending an Australian 
missionary to do the same work. 
CMS scholarships enable people to 
be trained as Christian leaders so that 
more people in Latin America hear 
about Jesus.  In addition, supporting 
theology students can equip them 
to train other pastors and Christian 
leaders in the future.

We praise God for the impact of CMS 
scholarships on the church in Chile 
and beyond in enabling people to hear 
the Good News about Jesus.

CMS provides scholarships to Christian leaders studying at theological institutions 
around the world, including the Centre for Pastoral Studies (CEP) in Santiago, Chile. CMS 
missionary Michael Charles, Principal of CEP, writes: 

Claudio Moya
Graduated: January 2013.

Current work: Part-time assistant pastor of a church 
in Vitacura (in Santiago), working primarily with the 
Youth Group.

Together with my wife, our hope for the future is to 
serve God’s Church wherever he places us – whether 
in Chile or overseas as a missionary, in pastoral 
ministry, in training up leaders or planting churches.

Alejandra Araya
Graduated: January 2010.

Current work: After graduating, worked with the 

Anglican Church in Punta Arenas, Chile. Currently in 

Australia for two years working with AFES1 and the 

Anglican Church, sponsored by Anglican Deaconness 

Ministries and MTS2.

I am very thankful for the way that God touched the 

hearts of Christians in Australia to support my ministry 

training. After my time working in Australia, I hope to return to Punta Arenas 

to work with the Church. I would like to get further training in biblical 

counselling, which I enjoyed learning about during my time at the CEP. One 

day I hope to serve as a women’s worker for the diocese in Chile. My prayer 

is also to help CEP in some way, teaching and discipling female students.

1. Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students
2. Ministry Training Strategy

Claudio and Alejandra received scholarships 

while they studied at CEP. 

Claudio says, “Please pray for the pastors and leaders of the Anglican Church in Chile, that the gospel might 
continue to be preached. Pray also for all the graduates of the CEP, that we will serve the church with all our 
strength and energy, both in our current roles and in our future ministry.” 

Pray

8     www.cms.org.au
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eternal 
impact?

Is your work 
having an

CMS is looking for people with
  A love for Jesus and others

  A servant heart

  Passion for mission

  A willingness to serve long-term 

  Openness to God’s leading

  At least one year of Bible training  

 
(or equivalent)

Train Christian leaders 
with CMS and have an 
impact on people’s lives 
that lasts into eternity. 

Read more online or contact your local branch. 

www.cms.org.au/go
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Throughout the world CMS missionaries have the privilege and joy of reading the Bible with 
women who are meeting Jesus and growing as his disciples. As they learn what it means to 
follow Jesus, they are impacting their families, friends and communities for the gospel. 

Meeting Jesus

“I’ve been watching you and you’re different,” said 
Maria* to Sarah Lubbock in the school playground one 
day. 

“I need help. I don’t know where my life is heading. Will 
you read the Bible with me?” she continued.

Sarah started working through the Christianity Explored 
course and the Gospel of Mark with Maria. Sarah says, 
“In reading Mark, Maria met Jesus. By the end of our 
studies she prayed a prayer asking Jesus to be Lord of her 
life and to forgive her.”

Sarah and Maria are continuing to meet together to 
read the Bible. Maria is now wrestling with how she 
can raise her three children as followers of Jesus and has 
given copies of Christianity Explored to several family 
members and another mother from school. 

The Bible speaks directly 

Rebecca Shead started reading the Bible using the 
Swedish Method1 with the women’s Bible study group 
at her church in Chile in May 2012. Yoyi, one of the 
women in the group said, “We are realising that it is 
helping us to have time alone with God in our personal 
daily devotions, and that the Bible speaks directly to each 
one of us.” While Rebecca was on Home Assignment 
these women continued to meet together around God’s 
word with new confidence. 

Dom Turner is helping women in her village church in 
Musoma, Tanzania encounter the Bible in a new way 
through culturally familiar ways of drawing, acting and 
singing. They no longer have to rely on others to tell 
them what it means. As all the women crowded in to 
watch someone drawing creation one week, Mama Eva, 
the pastor’s wife exclaimed, “Now we understand!” 



CheCkpoint Spring 2013     11

Commit to praying regularly with your Bible study group for your church’s link missionaries. Send an email to let 
them know that you are praying for them. Pray also for God’s word to continue to change lives for eternity as 
missionaries meet with people to read the Bible. 

CarE

Photos: (Left) CMS missionary Amy Vink reading the Bible with Tanzanian women. 
(Above, from top to bottom) CMS missionaries Rebecca Shead reading the Bible with 
women in Chile, Sarah Lubbock with Maria in Italy and Sarah Sholl leading a women’s 
Bible study in Mexico.

Amy Vink runs a weekly Bible study with women 
involved in Rehema2 ministry in Musoma, Tanzania. She 
says, “Many of these women have attended churches for 
years but have never been taught how to read the Bible 
for themselves, or look at the Old Testament in light of 
Jesus.” One of the women in the group joyfully shares the 
Rehema Bible study with other women in her community 
afterwards. 

Changing lives 

When Tere first came to Sarah Sholl’s Bible study group 
in Mexico, she sometimes offended other members of the 
group and took over the discussion with tangent issues. 

One week Tere stayed for a few hours after the group 
finished and Sarah explained the gospel to her using ‘Two 
ways to live’. Sarah says, “As her questions flowed, we read 
passage after passage, and she used the Bible to answer her 
own questions. For the first time she understood that she 
was not saved by works, but by Jesus’ death alone.”

God’s word is powerful to change lives. Just two days later, 
Tere began trying to persuade her neighbour to read the 
Bible too! Sarah recently started a new Bible study group 
at Tere’s house. Tere has invited her neighbours and she 
prays that they too will understand the Bible and have faith 
in Jesus. 

Growing as Jesus’ disciples

Reading the Bible with women is a strategic ministry, 
impacting neighbours, friends, families and communities. 
CMS wants to see women growing as disciples of Jesus 
Christ who will bring the gospel to bear in their daily lives. 

Disciples of Jesus Christ have the potential to become 
Christian leaders. CMS missionaries are playing an 
important role in helping equip God’s people to be future 
Christian leaders who have an impact for eternity. Sarah 
Sholl says, “God works in his time, in his people, in his 
way. He uses the weak and the lowly, and not necessarily 
those who appear to be leaders in the world’s eyes.” 

* Name changed for privacy reasons.

1. The Swedish Method for Bible reading involves considering a 
passage of Scripture, key points or ‘light bulbs’, questions and 
applications arising from the passage. See http://matthiasmedia.
com/briefing/2009/01/the-swedish-method/.

2. The Rehema Project includes a café, cards and crafts, as well as 
supporting women and children in need.

“Reading the Bible with women 
is a strategic ministry, impacting 
neighbours, friends, families and 
communities.”
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CMS missionaries Leigh and Tamara Filmer work with International Nepal 
Fellowship (INF) in Surkhet, a regional centre in mid-western Nepal. Leigh is 
a nursing advisor and Tamara is a pharmacy advisor. Checkpoint interviewed 
Leigh about their work:

From health workers to agriculturalists, there are opportunities to serve with CMS and use your professional 
skills to equip Christian leaders in many locations worldwide. Prayerfully consider whether God may be calling 
you to serve in cross-cultural ministry. Find out more at www.cms.org.au/go or contact your local CMS branch 
(see back cover).

Why is there a need to develop Christian 
leaders in Nepal?

One of the key challenges for the growing Nepalese 
Church is to raise up Christian leaders who can correctly 
handle God’s word, as Paul encouraged Timothy.1 

Shortly after we arrived in Surkhet two young Christians 
approached a colleague seeking advice. They wanted to 
get married, but their pastor forbade it. His reasoning? As 
they were both Christian they were brother and sister in 
Christ, so to marry would be incestuous! Unfortunately 
stories like this are not unusual in Nepal. All kinds 
of strange beliefs flourish when people, particularly 
Christian leaders, lack the basic tools to understand a 
text and grasp its meaning and application to their lives. 
This can confuse, give false hope or lead people away 
from the hope that is found only in Christ Jesus. 

There is also a need for Christians to live out their faith 
in business, politics, home life and in the workplace. 
Whole communities will be transformed as all God’s 
people follow Jesus in every area of their lives. 

How does your presence in Nepal enable 
you to model what it means to be a 
Christian leader? 

Our work gives us a strategic opportunity to support the 
development of young leaders in this region. We hope 
to demonstrate the application of biblical principles to 
our activities, such as gently challenging the widespread 
corruption in society. Some of our Nepali colleagues 

Go

are getting alongside patients, ministering to them 
individually and running Bible studies in the evenings.  

We also teach part of the 10-month church leadership 
course at the Himalayan Bible Training Centre (HBTC), 
in order to assist leaders of churches in rural and remote 
areas who often lack basic skills in biblical literacy. 

What are you teaching students in the 
church leadership course at HBTC?

Tamara teaches students about mission – mainly covering 
the Old Testament, New Testament and the ‘outbreak’ 
of the gospel among the Gentiles, the methods of Paul 
and the conclusion of mission in Revelation. She also 
challenges students to consider the need for unreached 
peoples living to the north of Surkhet to hear the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 

I (Leigh) teach basic principles in understanding the 
Bible, giving students the skills they need to help them 
understand what they are reading in its historical context, 
and how to apply it to their lives. 

1. 2 Timothy 2:15

“Whole communities will be 
transformed as all God’s people follow 
Jesus in every area of their lives.”

Photos: (Left) Church pastors at an INF prayer meeting. (Above) Leigh and Tamara 
with students from the Himalayan Bible Training Centre.
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CMS missionary Andrew Lubbock works with the GBU (Gruppi Biblici Universitari) in 
Florence, Italy, where less than 1% of people are evangelical Christians. Andrew is seeking 
to make disciples among university students with the hope that they will be Christian 
leaders in Italian society in the future. He writes: 

You can play a part in helping university students grow as Christian leaders by giving to CMS missionaries like 
Andrew. Give online at give.cms.org.au or use the form on p19. 

GivE

After three years serving with the GBU 
in Florence, it became clear that our 
events and activities weren’t adequate in 
making or growing disciples of Christ. 
When I asked a key student what he 
would say to a friend about Christianity 
in two minutes, Jesus was missing from 
his explanation. Something had to 
change.

We introduced a ‘2+1’ campus program, 
involving two weeks of Bible study 
using the Swedish Method1  in faculty-
based small groups, and then dedicating 
the meeting time every third week to 
evangelism. The inductive study forces 
students to think through Scripture and 
the third week of sharing Jesus connects 
the Bible and daily life. Both are practical 
training contexts. 

The program aims to bring the GBU 
students to know Christ, know the 
university culture and share Jesus 
with their friends. There have been 
challenges along the way, but we praise 
God that we are seeing Italians telling 
Italians about Jesus. 

Andrea is a recent Architecture graduate 
from Florence University. He was a 
member of GBU Florence and was 
part of the transition into the ‘2+1’ 
program. He says, “Being part of the 
GBU was intense, but it was clear the 
group existed to know Jesus and share 
Jesus on campus. Like the GBU, I want 
to keep Jesus at the centre of my life – 
whether as an architect or by being an 
MTS2  worker with GBU Florence”.

in Italy

My prayer is that Italian GBU students 
like Andrea will grow as Christ’s 
disciples in every area of their lives, and 
that they will become godly leaders who 
will train others to impact church and 
society for Jesus. We also pray that the 
Lord Jesus might use us to train students 
to share Jesus with Italian students in 
Florence.

1. The Swedish Method for Bible Reading (for 
explanation, see note 1, p11)

2. Ministry Training Strategy

“We praise God that we 
are seeing Italians telling 
Italians about Jesus.”

14     www.cms.org.au

Photos: (Below, left) A street in Florence. (Below) Andrew 
Lubbock being interviewed at a youth conference in Termoli, 
Italy. 
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CMS missionary Tim Walker is training and educating doctors in Butare, Rwanda. He 
reflects on what he has learned over the last three years about Christian leadership:

My role

As an educator and doctor in Rwanda, 
my time is spent teaching students, 
mentoring colleagues and caring for 
patients. I work in a government 
institution, so religious activity is not 
a formal part of my day-to-day work. 
Yet, kingdom priorities should shape 
my every move. The more I surrender 
my work to God, the more I see of what 
he is doing in my workplace, and in the 
lives of those around me. 

Important choices

We all face daily choices in our work. 
For me, these choices often revolve 
around who I’m serving in the hospital 
– the VIP patients and quick learners, 
or the quiet, neglected poor girl in the 
corner of the ward and the struggling 
or troubled student? Does how I spend 
my time reflect God’s priorities? Am 
I focused on doing tasks or building 
relationships? How aware am I of 
injustice in my workplace, and what 
am I prepared to do about it? Who 
am I trying to please; whose standards  

them, whatever their social status. When 
he finishes training he hopes to serve as a 
missionary to other even more neglected 
communities in Africa. Every society  
needs more Christian leaders like Peter.

Shaped by love and grace

In my context, Christian leadership 
increasingly means finding the 
unpopular and neglected job and doing 
that. It involves supporting others in 
their endeavours without desire for 
recognition, and making time to spend 
with people, whatever their status in the 
prevailing hierarchy. It means shaking 
hands with the toilet cleaner and praying 
with the theatre nurse whose family life 
is troubled. It means finding time for 
relationships, even when tasks threaten 
to overwhelm me. All in all, it means 
recognising that I can achieve none of 
this in my own strength, but only if I 
allow God’s love and grace to fill and 
transform me, through his Spirit.

As we face a convergence of local and 
world mission, courage is needed to 
serve Christ in the workplace, wherever 
God places us. My prayer is that God 
will continue to raise up and equip 
Christian leaders, both in Australia and 
overseas.

* Name changed for privacy reasons.

“Christian leadership increasingly means finding the 
unpopular and neglected job and doing that… It means 
shaking hands with the toilet cleaner and praying with 
the theatre nurse whose family life is troubled.”

Leading

am I measuring myself by? What choices 
would Jesus make? 

Identity in Christ

Rwanda is a hierarchical, status based 
society. Often, people unquestioningly 
follow their leaders, and this blind 
obedience contributed to the tragic 
1994 genocide. Christian leadership in 
Rwanda needs to be countercultural; 
modelled on the servant leadership of 
Christ, and prepared to speak truth to 

power when necessary. I must model for 
my learners the reality that my security 
is through my identity in Christ, not 
through my social position or the favour 
of others.

Peter*, one of the postgraduate doctors I 
work with, has taken this to heart. Over 
the time I have mentored him, his care 
for patients and his Christian character 
have grown significantly. Despite the 
home and work difficulties he faces, 
he is determined to serve the poor and 
needy. His encounters with others are 
characterised by genuine concern for 

Photos: (Above, left and right) Tim Walker with hospital 
students.
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Checkpoint asked:  
What is your weekly highlight?

There is no such thing 
as a regular week. Every 
week I visit different 
campuses and meet 
different students. There 
are many highlights and 
most involve meeting 
with female students. Just 
like in Australia, we meet 
together, read the Bible 
and share our lives.   

On Tuesday evenings, the 
GBU2 organises Interfac, 
a ‘three-course meal’ of 
Christian fellowship for 
students. The ‘entrée’ is 
gathering in small groups 
to discuss a Bible text. The 
‘main course’ is hearing 
a Bible message that 
teaches on the Bible text 
we have just wrestled with. 
During ‘dessert’ we chat and 
welcome newcomers. It is 
encouraging to see students 
take on leadership roles at 
Interfac.

nathan: The highlight of 

my week is my third-year 

exegesis class. We set out to 

read and understand a small 

portion of the Bible each 

week. It’s a simple idea, but 

reading the Bible together 

brings up so many issues 

and interesting discussions. 

diane: On Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings I meet 

with three deaf translators to 

work on the Bible translation 

project. It’s thrilling to work 

on investigating the deep 

meaning of each passage and 

translating it into beautiful 

South African sign language. 

narelle: I love my PTC3 

class on Romans. It is 
exciting teaching God’s 
word to Natalie and 
Kathy, who want to learn, 
grow and take God’s 
word seriously in their 
lives.  ian: I love going to 
church on Sundays. There 
is such a diverse range of 
people, nations, tongues 
and denominations  — it 
is like heaven every week! 

Kellie Nicholas is a staff worker with KGK1 in Japan. She 
is part of a team working in Kansai to encourage university 
students to live lives that are pleasing to God. Please pray that 
university students in Japan will grow in the knowledge and 
understanding of the transforming grace of the gospel.

Paul and Sandra, with Michael, serve in Strasbourg, France, 
seeking to train young people to become future church 
leaders. They also tell people about Jesus through the GBU 

and through their local church. Pray that the Lord will 
raise up new groups of ministry apprentices for the coming 
academic years.

Nathan and Diane, with Shiri, serve in South Africa. 
Nathan lectures in Old Testament and Philosophy at George 
Whitefield College, Cape Town. Diane is a Bible Translation 
consultant for the South African Sign Language translation 
project. Please pray that the Lovells would be faithful in their 
ministry and that God would use their labour to build his 
kingdom in southern Africa.

Ian and Narelle Hadfield, with Beth, serve in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Ian is the Vicar at All Saints Anglican Church 
Jakarta, an international church for English speaking people 
from all around the world. Their goal is to reach and teach 
people about the love of Jesus. Please pray that God would 
raise up a new Associate Minister to work with the Hadfields 
at All Saints.

Kellie Nicholas Paul and Sandra 

Nathan and Diane Lovell

Ian and Narelle Hadfield

1. Kirisutosha Gakusei Kai is a Christian student group in Japan.
2. Association de Groupes Bibique Universitaires de France is a Christian student group in France.
3. Moore College Preliminary Theological Certificate
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BiBliCal PrEaChinG ConfErEnCE to imPaCt ChurCh lEadErs in tanzania

There is a great need for church pastors throughout Tanzania 
to be well trained to preach the word of truth. Church growth 
is booming, but training and resources for church leaders 
remains poor.

As a CMS partner, Mike Raiter from the Centre for Biblical 
Preaching, based in Melbourne, has been invited by Bishop 
Omindo to run a conference on biblical preaching at Bunda Bible 
College in Mara, Tanzania from 9 to 13 October 2013. CMS 
missionary Mike Taylor and a team of students from Munguishi 
Bible College in Arusha will join CMS missionary Jono Vink and 
students from Bunda at the conference.

The aim of the conference, according to Jono Vink, is to “build 
a good foundation for the importance of biblical preaching”. 
Biblical preaching is the faithful and contextual exposition of 

Scripture, which puts the Bible at the centre of the message’s 
content and application. Mike Raiter will unpack the principles of 
biblical preaching, preparation and application. 

Mike Taylor says he’s heard lots of passionate and engaging 
preaching in his time in Tanzania, but rarely hears preaching 
that places the Bible at the heart of the message. Mmasa, a 
recent graduate from Munguishi agrees with Mike – he has 
never heard a local pastor preach biblically. Mmasa says, “Their 
sermons don’t touch on what the Bible passage says…most of 
the time pastors already know what they are going to say before 
they come to the Bible”.  

Yakobo Roberts, Head of the Christian Education Department 
and the Churches General Secretary in Mara, says, “We need a 
preaching conference – we have pastors who are ready to preach, 
but their sermons fail to draw out the meaning of biblical texts 
and are poorly structured. Therefore their sermons do not help 
change people’s lives”.

Mike Taylor and Jono Vink agree that developing a commitment to 
biblical preaching among church leaders in Tanzania can’t happen 
in a week, but this work is ultimately essential to congregations 
growing in faith. As Mike says, “We hope that by God’s grace at 
work in the pastors who attend the conference, God’s people will 
hear God’s word”.

Those involved in cross-cultural ministry are called to follow 
Jesus, who came not to be served but to serve. But serving 
with Christ-like humility is not always easy. Our attitudes 
and actions can (often unwittingly), cause offence and create 
barriers rather than bridges.

Drawing from biblical models and the author’s extensive 
cross-cultural experience, this book provides great preparation 
for anyone considering cross-cultural ministry. It also offers a 
helpful, if at times confronting, reality check for experienced 
cross-cultural workers.

CMS missionary Roger Kay  
(serving in Ethiopia)

Cross-Cultural Servanthood: Serving the World in 
Christ like Humility By Duane Elmer (IVP Books; 2006)

Available from the  
CMS-QNNSW Bookstore

$18 plus postage
E: qld@cms.org.au
P: 07 3112 6530

Give a Gift of Lasting Hope  
this Christmas! 
The new 2013/2014 CMS Gift Catalogue  

will be available from 1 October.

www.cms.org.au/giftcatalogue 
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Brett Newell

We give thanks to God for the life of Brett 
Newell, who died in Sydney on 1 June, aged 
57, from fibromuscular dysplasia. He and 
his wife Raya served the Lord with CMS in 
Butembo, Zaire (now DR Congo) – Brett 
from 1986 (after a time in Tanzania) and 
with Raya upon their marriage in 1987. Brett 
worked in the Anglican Health Centre in Butembo as a medical 
doctor. When they returned to Australia in 1994, Brett worked 
in general practice in Picton NSW, and more recently in Lake 
Cathie, near Port Macquarie. We thank God for Brett’s life and 
pray for Raya and their daughter, Erin, and their family. 

Tributes prepared by Hugh Prentice,  
Former Missionaries Fellowship

Shirley Harris 

We give thanks to God for the life and witness 
of Shirley Harris, who served the Lord with 
CMS in Pakistan from 1958 to 1992. Shirley 
died on 28 April in Sydney, after suffering 
from dementia for several years. Margaret 
Knijnenburg (née Praeger) says: “I lived 
in Karachi with Shirley, where she was in 
charge of women’s work in the diocese. She had a heart for the 
girls living in the hostel next door, who came from rural areas 
with no schools. Shirley expanded the sponsorship program 
and raised funds for building improvements. Her work made a 
huge difference to the lives of the girls. Shirley had an amazing 
intercessory ministry and worked with great dedication and zeal 
at every project she set her hand to.” We pray for all those in 
Pakistan and Australia who remember Shirley with praise to 
God and who mourn her passing from this life.

PrayEr diaryupdates
Day 1 – East Asia

Oscar David, the third son of 
Dave and Tab, was born on 29 
April 2013.

Day 29 – CMS Development & Training  Trainees, Course 2, 2013

Marcus Campbell (VIC) 

Planning to serve in Japan.

Dorothy Engel

We give God thanks for the life of Dorothy 
Engel, who died in Sydney on 30 May, aged 
82, after a long illness. She and her husband 
Kevin served the Lord with CMS in Tanzania 
from 1954 until 1971. Dorothy supported 
Kevin in his pastoral and Christian literature 
ministry in both Morogoro and Dodoma, and 
worked in the women’s program at Msalato Bible School. When 
they lived in Dodoma, in the old ‘Forsgate House’, they had 
a constant stream of visitors in their home – some of whom 
thought that it was still the diocesan guest house! Dorothy 
cared for their family alone on many occasions, while Kevin 
was away on safaris. We thank God for Dorothy’s life and pray 
for Kevin and their children, Karen, Greg and Deryk, and for 
their extended family.

Keith Hart

We give God thanks for the life of Keith Hart, 
who died in Darwin on 19 July, aged 86. Keith 
arrived in Roper River, Northern Territory, 
in 1950, and worked as a stockman. He and 
Leila Medley married in 1952 and served 
the Lord together as CMS missionaries 
until 1990. Keith was Superintendent of the 
Mission of Umbakumba from 1958, where they experienced 
God’s grace in powerful ways. They returned to Roper for a 
short time until moving to the CMS headquarters in Darwin 
in 1969, where they continued to work in gospel outreach 
across the NT. Keith’s strong appreciation of the importance 
of CMS work in the NT saw him catalogue almost 1000 
photographic slides and edit several former missionaries’ diaries 
for publication. We offer our Christian sympathy to their six 
children and their extended family. 
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Do you want to help equip Christian leaders across the world?   
Go to www.cms.org.au/get-involved  OR complete this form by ticking the appropriate boxes:

  I will pray for the extension of God’s kingdom through  
 informed prayer for missionaries and receiving   
 communities. 

Visit www.cms.org.au/get-involved/subscribe to sign up, 
OR indicate below who you would like prayer information 
for, and fill in your contact details:

 
Missionary Name/s

Pray
  I will give money to CMS so that the work of proclaiming  

 Jesus can continue. 

Visit give.cms.org.au  OR  fill in the form below:

I will give a   regular gift (per month)    once off gift

 $25      $50      $100     $200    other $  

I will pay by:

 Direct debit (please mail me the forms) 

 Cheque/money order (payable to ‘Church Missionary Society’)

Credit card:   Visa   MasterCard

Card no.     

CVV   Expiry  /  

Name on card                      

Signature                                   

  Please send me information on how to make a bequest.

Give

  I will care for CMS missionaries and the communities  
 in which they serve in practical ways.

Visit www.cms.org.au/get-involved/care to find out 
more OR fill out your contact details and we will send 
you information.

Care

If you want to talk to someone about the possibility of going 
as a missionary, please contact your local branch (see overleaf).

Go

Contact Details Next step

Thank you for being a part of the 
vision to see a world that knows Jesus!

Send in this form to your local CMS branch (see overleaf)

Hand in this form to your local CMS branch (see overleaf)

Title _______ First name/s ________________________________

Surname __________________________________________

Street Address _______________________________________

Suburb ____________________________________________

State ___________________ Postcode ___________________

Phone     (H) ___________________ (W) _____________________ 

(M) _______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________

Name of church I attend ________________________________

_________________________________________________

Best days/times to contact me ___________________________

__________________________________________________

or



Our vision is for a world that knows Jesus. We aim to do this by:

Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ

Equipping Christian leaders for church and society

Engaging churches in cross-cultural mission

To find out more, visit www.cms.org.au

Read Checkpoint articles online at www.cms.org.au/checkpoint

CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches 
committed to global mission. We work together to set 
apart long-term workers who cross cultures to share 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

QUEENSLAND WITH NORTHERN NSW
Level 2, 126 Barry Parade (PO Box 526),  
Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
(07) 3112 6530   qld@cms.org.au
Rev Jeremy Gehrmann

VICTORIA
9 –13 Queen Street (PO Box 410), Blackburn VIC 3130
(03) 9894 4722   vic@cms.org.au
Rev Dr Wei-Han Kuan

NSW  & ACT
Level 5, 51 Druitt Street Sydney NSW 2000 
(PO Box 21326, World Square NSW 2002)
(02) 9267 3711   nswact@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Malcolm Richards

TASMANIA
23 Clarence Street, Bellerive TAS 7018 
(03) 6244 3926   tas@cms.org.au
Rev David Boyd

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/NORTHERN 
TERRITORY
4/195 Victoria Square, Adelaide SA 5000
(08) 8212 4838   sa@cms.org.au
Mr David Williams

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
31 Acheson Crescent, Woodvale WA 6026 
(08) 9408 1296   wa@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Ray Arthur

CMS AUSTRALIA OFFICE

Level 5, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000  
(PO Box 20095, World Square NSW 2002)
(02) 9284 6777   cmsa@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Peter Rodgers

CMS BRANCH OFFICES

ST ANDREW’S HALL

190 The Avenue, Parkville VIC 3052
(03) 9388 1663   sah@cms.org.au


