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Why children in church?
The Church is often referred to as ‘the family of God’, and a family 
includes children. The Bible contains many references to teaching 
children, and examples of children who faithfully served God.1  
Jesus told us to have faith like a child.2  Children should have a large 
place in our church, and the church is responsible for them.

When children are well integrated into a church, they will feel 
comfortable in the service and can participate in many ways. 
Sunday school should teach them in a fun and interesting way that 
will attract their attention, but should also be coordinated with the 
church’s other activities.

A lack of support for children’s ministry
In Australia most Sunday schools have creative 
programs that are well resourced, and a good 
number of teachers, often for a small number of 
children. By contrast, the nation of DR Congo 
is poor and lacking in resources, with a very low 
standard of education: children in third class are 
just learning to read and write.

It is only to be expected that this will have an impact 
on the Church. However, considering that 48% of 
the population are children (compared with 20% 
in Australia), the proportion of children attending 
church is very low. In Kindu, when a service has 
several hundred adults, less than 20 children will 
be in Sunday school. 

This is a reflection of the support for children’s 
ministry within the Congolese Church as a 
whole. The majority of churches don’t have a 
Sunday school, and when they do the teachers are 
intermittent in attendance. When teachers don’t 
turn up, children soon give up coming too. 

In many cases the children think they are not 
welcome in the actual service. The worst example 
I have seen was trying to enter a service with some 
children and being told that the children were not 
allowed inside, as they were troublemakers. 

The future of children’s ministry here
What about the future? For various reasons I 
have decided not to return to Kindu for another 
tour. One of the reasons is that the Church here 
does not ‘own’ ministry to children. Unless this 
happens there will be no long-term effect. I have 
met some lovely people who have volunteered to 
teach. Please pray that they will not lose heart, and 
that their pastors will encourage them.

In April I conducted a seminar, and six out of 
20 invitees turned up. Three of those who came 
travelled a long way  – one 200 kilometres on foot. 
They have been encouraged to return to their 
regions and show other teachers how to start and 
continue a Sunday school.

I am working with one of the representatives 
from Kindu so they can continue the section of 
the Bible School course on children’s ministry. I 
shall also keep writing a Sunday school book and 
school Scripture material, as these are great needs 
in Congo. 

A Swahili proverb says that “Fish are bent when 
they are fresh.” When fish are caught they are bent 
before being dried and salted. A cracked fish shows 
it was not fresh when it was prepared. As adults 
we are reticent to accept change, but children can 
be ‘bent’ or encouraged to adapt to ideas without 
cracking.

For the future of Congo as a nation, and of the 
Church in Kindu, it is essential that children are 
taught the word of God, and learn to live godly 
lives. Please pray that the congregations of DR 
Congo will see that teaching children well is an 
essential part of being a church. 

After doing similar work in Tanzania for seven years, Sue Jaggar has been training  
church Sunday school teachers in Kindu Diocese, DR Congo, since 2006.  
She also trains school Scripture teachers and lectures at Berea Bible School. Sue writes . . .

Other factors
Another issue is the fact that the people of DR 
Congo do not have a concept of voluntary service. 
There is an expectation that they will be paid 
for any contribution they make. This has made 
seminars challenging. In Tanzania people were 
eager for training, even contributing towards the 
food. 

The family structure in Kindu is very different 
from Tanzania too. Polygamy is common, as is  
serial polygamy, where people change wives on 
a regular basis. In one family unit the children 
may have several different fathers and mothers. 
The Director of Tearfund3 in Kindu, Benoit 
Barutwanayo, sees this as the main cause for the 
lack of discipline in children, and their lack of 
education. Children are expected to work in the 
house and care for younger children, but are largely 
unsupervised. Rarely do I see a parent correct a 
child’s misbehaviour. 

A typical Sunday school
Most Sunday schools happen before the service, 
some as early as 6 am, and the children return home 
before the parents come for the service. The lesson 
lasts between 20 minutes and an hour, depending 
on the teachers’ experience.

A typical Sunday School is almost all singing and 
little teaching. Understanding is not a priority. A 
chapter from the Bible may be read, and children 
will recite phrases without application. In many 
village churches only the pastor has a Bible, so a 
Sunday school teacher will simply re-teach the few 
Bible stories they know by heart.

1. For instance, Josiah (2 Kings 22:1–2); David (1 Samuel 16 ff); Samuel (1 Samuel 1–3).   2. Matthew 18:2–5, 19:13–14; 21:15–16 etc.
3. Tearfund is a Christian relief and development agency building a global network of churches to help eradicate poverty.  
Their 10-year vision is to see 50 million people released from material and spiritual poverty through a worldwide network of 100,000 local churches.

My response
I have tried to provide training through seminars, as 
well as modelling teaching at local Sunday schools. 
Those who have attended seminars are teaching the 
children, praying with them, singing and collecting 
an offertory. I show them creative activities that 
don’t involve spending money, such as modelling 
with clay or sticks, or drawing in sand.

Sunday schools will not grow without the support 
of the pastors, so at the Bible School I have 
instructed trainee pastors on the importance of 
Sunday school. Generally these seminars have 
been poorly attended, and the time allotted for 
children’s ministry is only a few hours in a three-
year course. When I teach pastors or church elders, 
their questions are only about administration, and 
they complain that they can’t do Sunday school 
because they don’t have the money. Our bishop 
has been trying to teach them to be self-reliant, but 
this is taking a long time to bear fruit.

Kasuku Church has managed to implement a 
children’s service each year, where the children 
lead the service, read the Bible and pray. The 
children and their teachers have done a wonderful 
job, so this has been a great example to the rest of 
the Church. 


