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John Thew writes. 
we know you care

“We know you care because 
you are here helping us” 
– the actual words of a 

Muslim friend to the Christian doctor 
who was treating his child; words 
that are repeated over and over, from 
famine affected families in Africa, 
to earthquake survivors in Pakistan; 
from the lonely and grieving widow 
next door, to the homeless young man 
in the city centre. Acts of Christian care 
and love do not go unnoticed. 

The power of kindness – and the 
opportunities it brings – are often 
underrated. In this generation, as 
down through the ages; in places 
where the message of Christ is 
welcomed and where it is not; the 
recipients of the care and love of 
Christians often seek out the reason 
behind the acts. 

It is self-evident, then, that 
our good works of care and love 
must continually be linked to the 
explanation of God’s care – even 
where there may be a time gap between 
the action and the explanation, as in 
many ‘closed’ situations now. In this 
way, every Christian act of care and 
service is a signpost directed towards 
Jesus, showing the wonder of our 
Heavenly Father. 

“Let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:16

Some acts of care, however, are 
misrepresented when people want 
to skewer Christianity. For example, 
some Christian aid work in Iraq was 
criticised as naked inducement to 
change religion. Sadly, some groups 
have acted disingenuously, looking 
for quick results or just plain ego 
satisfaction, and so have brought harm 

on God’s people and the Christian 
message itself. But some criticism or 
mischief should not put us off active 
and continuous and costly care, and 
love and service in a world of global 
and personal needs. 

We, the members of CMS, are 
totally committed to a care that reflects 
the character of God, that serves 
the needs of people and churches 
worldwide, and that aims to bring 
people into a living relationship 
with God that transforms their lives 
forever.

member care
In world mission circles, ‘member 
care’ continues as a catch-phrase of 
best practice. We place great weight 
on care of our missionaries as a core 
component of our caring for the glory 
of God in all the world. We spend time 
and effort and money in pre-departure 
training; we maintain home staff whose 
focus is the spiritual and practical care 
of these sent ones; we maintain close 
contact with our missionaries and 
their situations, including an annual 
visit; we bring them on regular ‘home 
assignment’ to Australia; all for the 
purpose of helping them to stay well 
and serve well. 

This sort of specialised care would 
be difficult for sending churches to 
maintain individually, but it is the 
specialty of an agency like CMS-
Australia. We are well equipped and 
focused to serve our missionaries, and 
in so doing to serve the churches who 
provide and support them, as well as 
the churches and Christian agencies 
with whom they serve. 

But ‘member care’ must not just 
be applied to missionaries. There are 
at least four member parties involved 
in the world mission enterprise: the 
missionaries who are the sent ones; the 
churches and their members who raise 

up those missionaries and provide the 
support to keep them ‘sent’; the agency 
who acts on behalf of the churches 
in brokering the connections and 
providing the specialised skills needed; 
and the receiving partner churches and 
agencies who provide the ministries 
and immediate care needed for people 
‘away from home’. 

Bluntly put, we all are members 
together of the ‘household of Christ’, 
co-workers and partners in the Gospel. 
We therefore bear the obligations of 
care for each other, of interdependence. 
In this foursome, each party is always 
served and cared for by the other 
three. 

So, the sending churches and 
their members (that is, you and me!) 
are provided with information for 
prayer and responsibilities for support 
– avenues by which we can extend our 

own ministries right across the globe. 
The missionaries receive the support 
of prayer, daily bread, specialised care 
and a thought-out context for ministry 
and work. This mission agency is cared 
for and served by the churches and 
members who raise up and support 
missionaries, by the missionaries as we 
work in concert, and by the receiving 
partner churches as we work together 
in strategic projects and ministries. 
And the receiving partner churches 
get well trained personnel, who are 
able to sustain good and well planned 
ministries; plus partnerships with 
praying and supporting churches. 
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It would be hard to find a better 
expression of the outworking of the 
international family of God, where “as 
each part does its own special work, it 
helps the other parts grow, so that the 
whole body is healthy and growing and 
full of love.”(Ephesians 4:16, NLT) 

the care button

On our www.cms.org.au website, 
we have a ‘CARE button’ – a link 
to a section that reminds us of our 
commitment to continue our care for 
the people we send, along with some 
practical suggestions for caring. But our 
“duty of care” is wider than this, as we 
have seen, and our model of caring is 
God himself.

Peter wrote to Christians who were 
charged with the task of world mission 
(1 Peter 2:9) even amidst the pressures 
of a hostile world. He urged them to 
be serious about the task, and about 
their care for each other. To those in 
leadership, he said “care for the flock 
entrusted to you. . . willingly. . .  eager 
to serve. . . leading by example”(1 Peter 
5:2). Then, to all, Peter pointed to 
God’s care button: “Give all your 
worries and cares to God, for he cares 
about what happens to you.”(5:7)

 
 

 

 
 

Whether we are the sending and 
supporting churches, missionaries, 
the sending agency, or our brothers 
and sisters in Christ all over the world 
who make up our partner churches; 
the bottom line is that we care about 
God, and his glory. There is no greater 
responsibility, no greater honour in this 
world, than to play our various parts 
in God’s world plan that all should 
hear. But beneath our bottom line is 
God’s amazing love – He cares what 
happens to you.

A sending church shows their formal commitment to caring for a missionary through a commissioning service.


