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caring for the children of gospel workers

To seek to love others outside the 
immediate family while hurting, 
or even simply ignoring, those 

with whom one lives is a mockery of 
what Christians believe. Like most 
Christian parents, missionaries care 
about their children and desire what is 
best for them physically, emotionally, 
academically, and above all, spiritually. 
That is why many missionaries are 

not content to keep their children at 
home on the field. The dangers of 
war, terrorism, disease, and famine; 
the inadequacy of local schooling, 
the absence of fellowship and a 
spiritually supportive environment, 
perhaps combined with distinctly 
anti-Christian cultural elements, can 
all lead missionary parents to resign 
from their ministries.

In terms of time this job takes up less than 
our other jobs: ICT teacher for Stuart and 
secretarial assistant for Liz. But in terms of 

caring for the children it is certainly the most 
rewarding and the most fun. Hebron School 
exists to provide a good, safe education for 
the children of Christian workers and they 
make up about 60% of our enrolment. This 
term ‘our’ girls have parents in Germany, 
South Korea and even in the U.S. on home 
assignment. This is particularly tough for 
the girls who spent the six weeks of holidays 
there catching up with family and friends 
and then had to tear themselves away. Other 
families work in India, Asia, the Middle East 
and Africa. There are also other expatriate 
children and Indian children at school.

Hebron School is not perfect, but after 
two and a half years it seems to me that most 
of the children are thriving. The school is not 

One of the Girls’ Brigade (GB) 
Companies had stopped meeting 
as all the Officers had become too 

busy, so I went to the village to talk with 
the Officers. The pastor explained that 
one officer, Esta, had been unable to 
attend for some time as her baby was 
not well.  More questions revealed that 
the baby was one year old but still was 
unable to lift his head or use his arms 
or legs in any way. On our visit to her, it 
was heartbreaking to see the little baby, 
and his mother’s love and sadness.  

The following week I took her to 
see the physiotherapist who diagnosed 
that it was cerebral palsy from a difficult 
birth. But she also gave us hope as she 
explained that daily exercises could 
help little Simeon develop to his full 
potential.  

Two weeks later I went back to 
the village to see how they were 
progressing and to explain to the whole 
extended family the importance of 
sharing together and supporting Esta 
and Simeon. It was so exciting to see 
Simeon start to lift his head when 
Esta shook a rattle. In addition, the 
GB Company had started meeting 
again with a record number on the 
previous Saturday. 

Two months later I again visited 
the GB Company. Thirty girls and five 
officers (including Esta) were having 
great fun and teaching each week. We 
called in to see Simeon and praised 
God for his progress as he continues 

working together to care

with fortnightly visits to the physio, and 
daily exercises at home. He now has a 
specially made wooden stand. He puts 
his arms over the top, stands in front 
of it, tied on with a kanga ( a length of 
fabric), and puts weight on his little 
legs. And there is much rejoicing and 
encouragement as we all watch him! 
So pray for Simeon, that he may 
continue to grow and develop, and for 
his family as they care for him. 

It is encouraging seeing the way the 
different ministries of the Diocese are 
working together to care for Simeon 
and the children in the village of 
Karuekere. The GB ministry is teaching 
young girls, and encouraging and 
equipping Officers to lead them. The 
Rehabilitation program of the Diocese 
is providing the expertise and care for 
Simeon to develop, and to give his 
mother hope, and also enable her to 
be free to continue her own ministry 
within the Girls Brigade.

selective, but it consistently produces great 
academic results – often surprising parents 
and students as well as teachers. There is a 
significant Learning Support Department 
– including ESL help – and the Personal 
Development Department keeps track of 
each student’s academic performance and 
ensures there is always someone to talk to 
outside of the classroom and dorm.

It is an awesome privilege to be allowed 
the responsibility of caring for other people’s 
children, especially in a boarding context 
and even more as it allows their parents to 
continue their work of encouraging faith and 
commitment to Jesus. 

Thankfully there is an alternative. 
Around the world there is a growing 
network  of  boarding  schools 
specifically set up for the nurture, 
discipling and education of missionary 
kids (MKs). One such school is Black 
Forest Academy (BFA) in Germany. 
Over 90% of BFA’s 350 students are 
MKs; and their parents, serving in 
48 different countries across three 
continents, are involved in just about 
every conceivable gospel-motivated 
ministry.

Statistics from around the world 
reveal that 80% of Christians make 
some kind of faith commitment before 
the age of 14. Many MKs make the 
transition to boarding school in their 
early teens for the beginning of the 
secondary years, while some made 
it during their latter primary years. 
Schools such as BFA recognise that this 
is a strategic and very important age.

The following is a short excerpt 
from a letter we received last year from 
the mother of one of our students. 

Stuart and Liz Inglis are dorm parents for 19 girls at Hebron School in southern India.

Stuart Inglis and students climbing a tree, on a weekend retreat  
from Hebron School.

Tim and Andrea Field teach at the Black Forest Academy in Germany.

. . . Thank you for teaching and 
motivating and disciplining and tutoring 
and instilling a hunger for learning in our 
students. . . Thank you for hugging our kids, 
encouraging our kids, lending an ear when 
Mum and Dad aren’t around and crying 
and laughing with them. But most of all, 
thank you for modelling what it means to 
be a godly follower of Jesus Christ!  
(Note: the full version of this article can be found on 
the CMS website under the World News section). 

Helen Hoskins is the National Secretary of the Girls’ Brigade 
Tanzania. She writes:

Students of the Black Forest Academy

In class at Black Forest Academy

Tim,  Andrea  and 
Miriam Field.

The Inglis family at Hebron School, India.

Esta and her son, Simeon. Simeon can now raise his head.

Helen Hoskins is serving in the 
Diocese of Mara, Tanzania.


