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Start now
Be active in ministry where you are.
Look for the opportunities to serve.
Being ready to serve will be the best
training that you can get for the mission
field. If you are not doing this where
you are now, then going overseas as a
missionary will not change that.

Join up
Join a missionary society. Why not
become a member of CMS and look for
events that you can get along to so as to
be better informed about what it is like
to be a missionary.

Make an appointment
I would encourage someone, even if
they only have a vague idea of possible
future service as a missionary, to go and
chat with a Branch General Secretary

Owen and Catherine Chadwick
in France since 1990

tips to get you on the road Thinking about serving somewhere else? 

Get ministry experience and
training.
Ministry skills will be necessary.

Do some navel gazing.
g What are your motivations?

g What would you like to achieve
with your life?

g What are your personal reasons for
wanting to be a missionary?

There are no good reasons for not
being willing to be a missionary.
However, there may be some good
reasons as to why you shouldn�t be a
missionary. Be sincere and honest.
Check out your thinking with wise
counsellors to make sure you�re not
kidding yourself. You will harvest what
you sow � so it�s good to get your
motivation straight. The Bible has
important things to say on these matters.

Peter and Terry Blowes
in Argentina since 1987

Short-term visits
If you travel or do a short-term
missionary visit, do it with a purpose in
view. Keeping a daily diary can be very
helpful to distil the lessons learned and
multiply the benefits of the experience.

Offer hospitality to missionaries
If you live in a regional area, offer to
provide hospitality for missionaries who
are visiting your church on deputation.
They will need somewhere to stay and
the informal times together can be very
helpful. It will also help the challenge to
become real to growing children as they
listen to adult conversations around the
dinner table.

If you live in the city, offer to have
missionaries around for a meal when
they are visiting your church.

Practice feeding yourself
Many missionaries, like many pastors,
need to be reasonably self-sustaining in
terms of feeding on God�s word.
Strengthen your personal and family
devotions.

Being ready to serve now will
be the best training that you
can get for the mission field.

~ Owen and Catherine Chadwick

Getting started in Tanzania.
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or State Director. They are used to
seeing lots of different people and it is
helpful to talk with them. I did this
once a year for seven years before
actually applying to become a
missionary with CMS. It meant that
when the time to do so arrived, CMS
had a fairly good idea of who I was and
I knew what CMS was like. It�s an
important partnership that takes time
to establish. Don�t be reluctant to make
an appointment even though you still
may have many questions.

Wim and Maaike Prins
in Cambodia since 2004

Consider long-term service
If the Lord calls you to be a missionary,
do not automatically assume it is for a
few years only. Worldwide there is a
painful shortage of long-term workers,
and part of the reason is that people
have a limited commitment to God,
also in the temporal sense.

Involve your church
Involve your local church in your
journey: are they also growing in their
conviction that the Lord wants you to
work in a cross-cultural situation? It is
the Holy Spirit who sends people, but it
is also the local church that sends people
away (Acts 13: 3,4) and she needs to
take on your calling as her own. Our
individualism often blurs our vision for
the role of the church.

Ask the right questions
A mission exposure trip or short-term
placement is a good idea for some.
However, it is still possible to have self
at the centre. The following questions
are not always helpful: Would I like the
food? How would I cope with the
climate? The first six weeks I did not
cope with the climate, but then my
body adjusted.

Corrie ten Boom was willing to be
a missionary in any country but
Germany, because the Nazi regime had
killed her sister. This �dislike� went
much deeper than a dislike for a certain
type of food. But the main thing was
that God wanted her there because he
had �many people in this place,� and she
was obedient to the Lord�s call in his
strength.

Therefore, if you go on such a trip,
use it to ask the real questions, the
questions that help you be ready to do
the Lord�s will, whatever that may be.

Share the life of a missionary
While you are at home, begin really
sharing the life of a missionary on the
field. Pray for them, write to them, be
part of their financial support and
remember them in practical ways.

Read stories
Read biographies of well-known
missionaries � the oldies and the more
recent � and be inspired and challenged
by their commitment and call to mission.

Make friends with people from
other cultures
Get involved in local outreaches to
different people groups within your
own community. See how you enjoy
working with people of other cultures
and religions.

Try to build a personal friendship
with someone of another culture or
religion while you are still at home. You
can learn a lot about culture and religion
this way.

While you are at home, begin
really sharing the life of a
missionary on the field.

~ Wim and Maaike Prins
On the road in Tanzania.

Checkpoint asked CMS missionaries what advice they would give to people who are thinking of going.
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Steve and Jenny Sonneman
in Pakistan since 2001

tips to get you on the road

Join a group
If you are thinking about mission work
overseas, then join or form a group for
like-minded people, to nudge each other
along and keep the gospel focus alive. If
you don�t know anyone else who is also
thinking about mission, then contact
CMS to get some contacts from them.
In Victoria there is a good group that
meets during the year to keep you
moving towards missionary service.

Remember God�s help
We all need to �count the costs� before
going, but once there, there may well
be lots of costs you never knew about.
But alongside that is the daily grace and
help we need to get through it � and
some of that we don�t count on either.
If you are waiting for enough bravery or
guts to get going, then you are probably

waiting for the wrong thing. God calls
us to be faithful and he helps us be just
that, whether here or there.

Get some baby books
If you are married and planning on
having your first baby on the field, then
do a bit of preparation while still in
Australia, like get some basic baby books
and health guides. If you don�t know
much about health issues and are going
somewhere where there are limited
facilities, then think about doing some
sort of course while you can, so you can
be prepared for the different things that
could happen. And do some babysitting
now!

Listen to the promises of God
Many people we have spoken with have
said that they are waiting for a call from
God to go. We ask them if they have had
a call from God to stay. Usually they
haven�t, and are waiting for something
to happen that God doesn�t promise
will happen. We try to listen to the clear
promises of God in the Bible first, and
prayerfully trust and apply them. Look
at where we ended up!

Andrew and Sarah Lubbock
in Italy since 2004

Remember the Lord
Keep remembering the Lord Jesus
Christ and his gospel. It is this love of
God that determines everything, in the
preparation phase and on location. Do
we understand the love of God and are
we practising it to/on others?

Live light
Start learning to live light. That is, start
thinking about shedding furniture etc in
preparation for leaving. We had very little
through the process of living on one
income since marriage, moving to Sydney
for college, and then the steps through St
Andrew�s Hall and waiting after that.
However, there were still 12 boxes and
assorted packages sent on the ship.

Stand firm. Let nothing move
you. Always give yourself to

the work of the Lord, because
you know that your labour in

the Lord is not in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:58

On the road in Tanzania.


