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pillars of the church
Colin and Wendy Reed write about training the future leaders of the Church in Africa.

Wendy Reed studies the Bible with a student. Colin Reed, Riziki Mgimbe and Wendy Reed.Colin Reed teaching a class at Amani CTC.

Our task as a college was to channel his 
skills into a new direction, to help him 
to become a shepherd of God’s flock, 
an ‘overseer’ in ‘God’s household, the 
Church of the Living God’ (1 Timothy 
3:15). 

Importance of truth
In striking imagery, St Paul wrote to 
Timothy, the Church is the ‘pillar and 
foundation of the truth’.  Therefore, in 
colleges which train its leaders, truth 
must have a high priority. God’s truth 
revealed must be at the centre of all 
we teach. And our high and solemn 
calling (to use old fashioned words) 
is to help people to explore the truth. 
To use a more modern phrase, we feel 
passionately about helping people who 
will lead the church to be in touch with 
Jesus through the written word.

Yesterday we said ‘goodbye’ to 
Pastor Pascal Kibisa wa Kibisa, one of 
three pastors from DR Congo training 
at Amani Christian Training Centre.  
He has finished three years of study 
at college. Kibisa has been a pastor for 
over 20 years. Many people have had 
a hand in helping him to be what he 
is now, including CMS missionaries 
who taught him in short courses 
before the civil war forced them to 
leave the country.  So why has he 
come to Amani? So that he can get 
a full course of theological study to 
equip him to teach others. He has been 

olin writes: It is 7:30 Sunday 
morning at the Cathedral of Christ 
the King, Iringa, Tanzania.

As I take my place on one side of 
the cathedral, the minister in charge 
takes his opposite me, and I rejoice 
to see a former pupil as my senior 
pastor. In the months since Jackson 
Kusaduka was appointed he has 
grown into his new role and shows 
promise of being an effective and 
godly leader. “I never thought I would 
have a parish in town, let alone the 
cathedral,” he said to me the other day. 
His first parish was a remote village 
on the edge of the diocese. To get 
there you drive through miles of dry 
thornbush. Now, a cathedral ministry, 
with a growing congregation, largely 
of younger people, but a scattering 
o f  mature folk; some of them 
‘important’ in human estimation, all 
of them significant in God’s eyes. 

Jackson had plenty of experience 
in secular leadership before he 
came to college six years ago, as 
the Executive Officer of his village. 
Tanzania has a very structured system 
of local government. Each village has 
a Chairman and an Executive Officer 
who run a Village Council and its 
several committees. The Executive 
Officer is responsible for the overall 
harmony and smooth running of the 
village. So Jackson was an experienced 
leader when he came to train as a pastor. 

much respected and indeed loved by 
all at Amani. We truly are privileged 
to teach such people.

By the way, you have made it 
possible for all these people to train at 
Amani Christian Training Centre, for 
they have all been supported by you 
through CMS. You have played no 
small part. Thank you.

Seeing fruit
Wendy now adds: Jackson, as the 
new pastor of the cathedral, heard 
I was unwell; Colin was away, so he 
came with another ex-student, Riziki 
Mgimbe, to visit. They sat and 
prayed with me. As they left I told 
our gardener and guard Gwelino that 
Jackson had been my student and 
was now my pastor. His reply? “He 
is the fruit of your work.” How true, 
and what a privilege, to actually see 
fruit. Some never have that joy.

Riziki too is the fruit of our work. 
When we arrived at Amani in 1999 
she was a bright student in the Bible 
School, and we saw great potential in 
her. She comes from a diocese with a 
more Catholic tradition, and has two 
sisters who are Anglican nuns. She 
came to Amani first to learn sewing 
and tailoring. While there she came 
face to face with the truths of the 
gospel and gave her life to Jesus. She 
asked her father if he would allow 
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responsibility for her. She turned to 
Colin for help and has sometimes just 
spent time with us, ‘escaping’ from 
the village in order to get it done. 
What a joy it has been to know that 
we, to some extent, have shaped her 
life and brought her to where she is 
now. She has certainly fulfilled the 
potential we saw in her all those years 
ago. But she needs our prayers, as life 
for a single woman is not without 
its dangers; if she were to marry, her 
husband would have to be someone 
very special!

Our students will never be world 
figures, or national figures, but in their 
own way are leaders of the future of 
the church here, in Africa’s villages 
and towns. What of others of whom 
we have written? Who knows what 
God will do with them? Veronica, who 

. . . you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household,  
which is the church of the living God,  
the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

1 Timothy 3:15

ran away from an arranged Maasai 
marriage to study God’s word; Bernard 
saved from a background of witchcraft 
and determined to serve God with 
his newfound faith and knowledge; 
Upendo and Aneth who asked, in tears, 
for prayer as they left last year at the 
end of the year’s Bible course, that 
they would know God’s will for their 
future, determined to serve him. 

  Please pray for all these whose lives  
 we have had the privilege of touching  
 during our time here. Pray that God will

keep and use them for his glory.

Colin and Wendy Reed have 
been teaching at Amani CTC 
since 1994.

Students study the pillar and foundation of the truth at Amani CTC.

her to stay on and do the one year 
Bible course. He agreed, and paid 
her fees, and this is where we met 
her. At the end of the year she went 
out as a village evangelist. Shortly 
afterwards she was sent back to 
Amani by Archbishop Donald to study 
for the three year certificate course 
in theology with the prospective 
ordinands from this diocese, and 
another young lady, Martha. At 
the end of the course they were 
commissioned as parish workers. 

Riziki was sent to the new outreach 
area to be involved in evangelism, 
and also to start a small Bible school, 
training young people from the 
villages. Recently she was asked by 
the African Pastors’ Fellowship to 
write a simple commentary on Job for 
use by village pastors; an incredible 


