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A group of a dozen young lads, who 
between them have clocked up 
more than 60 years of living on 

the streets of Addis Ababa, recently 
gave me some revealing insights into 
their perceptions of what ‘helping’ 
them might mean.   

I came away with their words 
ringing in my head . . . “If we need 
clothes, we can steal them,  and if we 
need food we can usually scrounge 
around bins and find some – but what 
we can’t get out there [on the streets] is 
any respect or love or purpose for our 
lives, because nobody cares.”

What an amazing opportunity God 
has presented here!  There are estimates 
of around 30,000 kids living full-time 
on the streets of this city, and very little 
in the way of Christian ministry or 
help for them.

Here, in this little corner of Addis 
Ababa, in collaboration with RETRAK 
(the Christian NGO to which I am 
seconded), our dream is to establish 
a holistic ministry to reach out to at 
least some of these young people. Not 
ignoring their immediate and often 

urgent physical needs, and yet at the 
same time sharing with them the love 
of Jesus, and the purpose and dignity 
he alone can bring into their lives.

Jesus has given us great examples 
of holistic ministry. The paralysed 
man in Luke 5 comes to mind: Jesus 
knew of this man’s physical needs – it 
was blatantly obvious to everyone as 
he was lowered through the roof and 
laid before Jesus. But, whilst bringing 
healing for his acute physical problems, 
he also addressed his hidden, deeper 
need – the spiritual need we all have 
of restoration to God through the 
forgiveness of our sin.

Our desire is to establish an 
outreach ministry using the holistic 
example that Jesus gives us; caring for 
their obvious physical needs, and yet 
also addressing the deeper and often 
hidden emotional and spiritual needs 
of these young people.  

At the moment, this entails a lot of 
rather mundane leg-work – wading 
through a never-ending bureaucracy 
to become a registered organisation, 
as well as conducting a feasibility 
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study to work out just where and how 
things should be set up. But we do this 
knowing that God’s heart “to bind up 
the broken-hearted and to bring good 
news to the oppressed” (Isaiah 61:1) is 
as real today in our hurting world as 
it was in Isaiah’s day and as it was in 
Jesus’ time when he read these words 
to the temple crowds (Luke 4:18).

What an awesome gift we have 
in the Gospel! The very things that 
these kids long for – love, dignity and 
purpose – like all people, everywhere 
– we have ourselves already received 
through God reaching out to us in the 
mercy and love of Jesus – and now we 
are in a position to share it with them 
(1 Corinthians 1:4).

Please stand with us, supporting 
us by your prayers and giving, so that 
these young people, this marginalised 
generation of young Ethiopians,  
will grow up to be salt and light in a 
society that is oppressed by a legalistic 
religiosity that seems to offer more 
fear and superstition, than hope or 
love or purpose.
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