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Still others will be at the receiving end, 
welcoming co-labourers and helping 
them find their place in the “fields that 
are ready for harvest”, but where the 
labourers are few. 

World mission is really a double 
joint enterprise – first God and 
his people; then the three-way 
partnership of sending churches, sent 
missionaries and receiving churches. 
Every Christian is a shareholder in 
this world mission of God’s. That’s 
why missiology – working out how to 
do God’s mission best – is for us all.  

 
 

 
 

  

CP: Poverty, debt forgiveness and political 
corruption have been hot news, with the 
focus especially on Africa; along with the 
power and activity of multinationals, arms 
manufacturers and dealers. And global 
warming, free trade, loans versus grants, the 
role of the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank, and hope for the future 
are there too. What does missiology have to 
say to major world concerns like these?
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Checkpoint: Can you give us a quick 
definition of missiology?

John Thew: Missiology is about God 
sending his people into all the world 
to live and proclaim the gospel. The 
Latin root ‘missio’ means ‘I send’. So 
missiology is about how to do world 
mission best, so that God the Saviour 
becomes known and accessible to all 
peoples. 

CP: Sounds something like theology.

JT: Good missiology has to be the 
outcome of good theology. If we 
know God for who he really is, then 
we have the foundations for good 
mission practice. God is a missionary 
God – he sent Jesus into a hostile but 
hungry world. He cared about people 
and eternity, so he taught and healed. 
The Son of God gave his life in humble 
servanthood. His vision was that all 
people should hear and understand 
God’s invitation to eternal life, and so 
he commissioned all God’s people to 
be his witnesses, his ambassadors to 
all the world. 

CP: You’ve just ruined my next question. I 
wanted to ask if missiology, then, was really 
only for missionaries!

JT: World mission is the concern, 
the obligation and the privilege of 
every Christian. Not everyone is 
gifted or equipped or called or free of 
responsibilities to be able to leave home 
and country to become a ‘missionary’. 
But world mission is the enterprise of 
us all – the church at large. Some of us 
will stay at home base, committed to 
sending, supporting, praying – fulfilling 
God’s commission in these roles. Some 
will be missionaries – sent ones – who 
work in other cultures and contexts. 

JT: These issues grip the heart of God’s 
world mission because they are reality 
for people whom God loves. Two 
thirds of the world struggle to survive 
on the wrong side of these questions, 
while the remaining third sits on the 
other side, relatively comfortably, 
though perhaps feeling guilty.

There are many big-hearted people 
who are seriously addressing the 
problems of inequity and injustice, 
but they either miss or ignore two vital 
pieces of the puzzle. And so the realists 
are rightly sceptical that anything will 
ever change. 

CP: Tell us quickly, what are those two 
missing pieces of the puzzle?

JT: There are two fundamental realities 
that make up the unique contribution 
of the gospel and God’s missionary 
enterprise in the world. 

First is the true nature of sin. It 
really is all pervasive, all crippling and 
all destructive, and it sucks away all 
hope for the future. We really do live in 
a ‘world fit for sinners’. No amount of 
papering over the cracks, or hoping for 
the best, will see any lasting change, and 
the problems of the world will remain 
– unless there is some radical change 
of heart in humanity. 

The second reality is the nature of 
true hope in God. God loves people, 
and through Jesus, he offers the needed 
heart transplant. Those who accept this 
reality are transformed, new people 
– able to live in this world of sinners, to 
rightly engage in the issues of justice and 
peace, and able to direct others to the 
two missing realities – the true power 
of sin and the true hope in Christ.  

This completely and utterly 
transforms the world mission 
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assignment. We are not hopeless in 
the face of insurmountable problems 
and tragedies, but anchored to the two 
realities that bring true and lasting hope 
– the seriousness of sin, and the power 
of God’s grace. So the gospel brings 
true hope to the global and personal 
tragedies of the world. This is the stuff 
of missiology. 

CP: You have alluded to a three way 
partnership – sending churches, missionaries 
and receiving churches. How do partnerships 
like this work?

JT: The gifts idea in the New Testament 
gives us the clue. We are really 
talking about people gifted as perhaps 
evangelists, or teachers, pastors, 
administrators, helpers, healers and 
more. When such people are deployed 

in the right places around the world, 
then the church is empowered in its 
witness to the world. Matching gifts 
with needs and openings is part of 
God’s provision of grace for the world. 
This is the three-way partnership: 
one part of the body sending people 
(missionaries) to another part of the 
body. Or perhaps more accurately: 
two parts of the body connected with 
each other through the gifts from God 
that they share!

 
 
 

 

It is all a bit complex, especially with 
different cultural ways and expectations. 
But with patience, good communication 
and bags of trust, it happens. 

CP: Which brings us back to the point 
you made that missiology is not just for 
missionaries.

JT. Right. World mission is part of 
the calling and life-blood of every 
Christian. Whether we go or stay, God 
has a strategic role for each of us in 
making Jesus the Saviour known in all 
the world. 
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