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Jane Peters: How did you become 
a Christian?
About 10 years ago my wife, Mercedes, 
and I were invited to a Marriage 
Encounter. I was a militant atheist so 
was not looking for someone who, in my 
view, didn’t exist. During that weekend 
God made his presence known in a way 
that was completely unexpected but I 
struggled intellectually to believe. It 
took some months after that weekend 
to really be converted intellectually.

JP: How did you end up going to 
study at the Centre for Pastoral 
Studies (CEP)?
We were happily living in Valdivia, 
participating in the church and I finally 
had a stable job after various years of 
struggling. One day my boss dropped 
the bombshell. “Move to another city 
or lose your job. I want the answer 
at the end of the month.” Halfway 
through that month we heard that they 
were opening CEP and as I had always 
wanted to study the Bible more, we 
applied and I was accepted. Strangely 
enough we never heard anything more 
about having to move and my job in 
Valdivia continued until I resigned and 
went to CEP.

JP: What was it like to study 
at the CEP? 
It was great to study more of the Bible. 
It was a really beautiful experience, but 
it was also very difficult with many late 
nights and early mornings, writing 
essays and studying Greek. I also found 
some of my ideas changing as I learnt 
more of the Bible. My views became 
more biblical. The studies were well 
integrated even though it was only two 
years. We learnt a lot.

JP: What was the most important 
thing you learned there?
I think there are three things that 
I learnt that stand out in my mind. 
Perhaps they weren’t new for me, 
but they were affirmed by my time 
in CEP. The first is that God controls 
everything and his love and mercy are 
much greater that we can imagine.  

The second thing is that studying at 
CEP was a time of having my character 
molded. This has been very important 
in my life. I had to move from “I know” 
to admit that I didn’t always know, in 
fact, sometimes I had no idea. It was also 
a time to learn that others could have 
different ideas to what I had without it 
being a personal thing. 

Thirdly I learnt that one must give 
without expecting to receive. We have 

been given so much by people in Chile 
and Australia, who don’t know us, will 
never meet us and yet gave expecting 
nothing in return. Even the church in 
Valdivia supported us during our time 
in CEP without ever expecting us to 
return to minister among them. That 
has been a great lesson for us.

JP: How are things going in your 
ministry at Valdivia?
Ay, ay it has been a difficult time but 
very special. The Lord has shown us 
things we did not know and has given 
us words to say that afterwards we look 
at each other and say “That was the Holy 
Spirit”. Realising that we all have the 
capacity to sin, we are learning not to 
judge people but rather seek restoration 
for those who have fallen.

JP: What can we pray for?
Pray that we would have wisdom 
to guide the church, that I won’t be 
a stumbling block to anyone, and 
remember that we are all sheep and the 
shepherd of the flock is Jesus Christ. 
Pray for the congregation as they adapt 
to the changes. Comparisons between 
leaders, both positive and negative are 
not helpful to the life of the church. Pray 
for us as a family too. In the pastoral 
ministry we are exposed to all kinds of 
attacks so please pray for physical and 
spiritual protection.
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