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children
Graeme and Jane: “We are constantly 
surprised by the care shown to our kids.  
They have been invited to kids clubs 
and received lovely little presents. At 
different link churches, caring  Sunday 
school teachers have made them 
welcome without them having to “go 
on show.” We’re grateful to the people 
who have made it a special prayer point 
and that our boys have made special 
friends that they really look forward to 
seeing each time we return.”

holiday accommodation
Tim and Andrea: “Two families 
generously offered us the use of their 
holiday houses at Victor Harbour and 

shopping

Graeme and Maree: “Arriving in 
Melbourne just before Christmas, it 
was such a help to have some people 
from our closest link parishes do the 
grocery shopping for us. This saved us 

having to face the pre-
Christmas crowds 

or even having to 
think of what we 

needed to buy.” 

Many other people are involved in 
the care of our missionaries, including 
family, friends, link churches, and 
supporters. Each has a vital role to play 
in caring for our missionaries.

housing

Tim and Andrea Field, Germany: 
“Before arriving back in Adelaide, 
two places had been lined up for our 
accommodation during HA. The first 
was the three-bedroom home of a 
couple away on holiday for a month or 
so. The second was the two-bedroom 
unit of a young married couple, the 
husband of whom had to be overseas 
with the military for at least six months, 
so the wife to moved in with family 
while her husband was away. Again, 
everything was left to our use. The only 
thing possibly lacking was a piano for 
our daughter to practice on, but even 
that was not a problem. A university 
music student from our home church 
loaned us her weighted electronic 
keyboard!”

Graeme and Jane Peters, Chile: 
“One of the great blessings for us 
on HA has been coming back to the 
CMS flats in Mont Albert. It’s so 
much easier arriving back to a fully 
furnished apartment. There is a sense 
of continuity in our relationships 
as the kids come back to the same 
apartment and often the same school. 
As they already face a number of major 
changes, some familiar territory is a 
great blessing.”

Our Missionaries on Home 
Assignment (HA) have most 
of the same needs we do – 

housing, a vehicle, schooling, medical 
care,  spiritual input and fellowship, 
friendships and recreation, among 
other things. But added to these every 
day needs are extra requirements for 
CMS Missionaries. They become, in 
a way, strangers in their country of 
origin, where so much has changed, 
while they have changed as they live 
in another culture. There is so much 
to deal with mentally and emotionally. 
Many work in more relationally based 
societies, and return to our far more 
task-oriented, faster-paced world. For 
those who resettle permanently, there is 
a long process of grieving and longing 
for life in their country of service. To 
many Missionary children, Australia 
is not “home”. 

Graeme and Maree Vines, NT, said 
“Coming on HA means lots of changes.  
For most missionaries there is a change 
of culture and language as well as their 
work and living arrangements. For us, 
coming only from Darwin, the changes 
are fewer, but we still have to find our 
way around in a different place.”

Truda Keane sees her main role as 
Pastoral Care Coordinator for CMS-
NSW as “being able to listen to how 
missionaries are feeling – bewildered, 
tired, fearful, excited, relieved, teary. 
Giving them opportunity to explore 
what they need in the roller coaster of 
emotions they may be experiencing and 
to be heard and accepted is vital”. 

Graeme and Maree Vines, NT. Tim, Miriam and Andrea Field, Germany.

CMS missionaries share the joy of being cared and provided for on home assignment.
care on home assignment
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The Vines at their home group.

Goolwa respectively. It was such a treat 
to be entirely free of having to search 
for a place and to make bookings; to be 
able to just jump in the car and go to a 
fully furnished home away from home, 
replete with all utensils and even good 
reading material.”

cars
Grahame and Cathy Smith, Japan: 
“When we were back for our last HA, 
one generous family lent us a car for 
three months. It wasn’t the old second 
car, it was the brand new seven-seater! 
We were amazed at their generosity. The 
wife commented that we seemed to 

need it more than they 
did at the time, 
so it only made 
sense to share 

their resources. 
Over time our relationship with this 
family has really strengthened. They 
remember the children’s birthdays, 
and  our family at Christmas. They are 
also actively involved in their church, 
encouraging mission-mindedness, 
generosity and prayer. We really thank 
the Lord for this young family, who 
shall remain nameless, otherwise they 
would be super-embarrassed.” 

friends
Graeme and Jane: “What we really 
appreciate is the way many folk just 
receive us back as friends even though 
we only catch up with them once or 
twice for the whole time we’re back 
and that’s every three years.”

Hallyburton Home Assignment
Bruce and Bron Hallyburton, Chile: 
“This Home Assignment has been 
special to us in that our entire family 
of six children, one son-in-law and 
three grandchildren got together! This 
was facilitated by accommodation 
in a spacious rented house, the 
Uniting Church manse in Mentone, 
Melbourne. We are thankful to CMS 
Victoria for the consideration and 
support given to us which freed us of 
anxiety as to how to provide for our 
family. David Ward, (CMS-Vic) along 
with others, gave considerable time 
and effort to setting up the house. 
St Augustine’s Mentone, one of our 
link parishes, has provided for specific 
needs such as cots and a car seat, as 
well as stocking the cupboards for 
our arrival. Others provided furniture 
or kitchen items, including a rented 
washing machine. Our girls have been 
welcomed into Mentone Grammar 
across the road from where we are 
living. Two cars have been made 
available for us to use for the six 
month period. So in all of this, we 
understand that God really cares 
for us and blesses us through the 
kindness and love of his people.”  

Graeme and Maree: “Belonging to a 
small group in one of our link parishes 
has meant a lot to us. We joined them 
during our last HA in 2002 even though 
we couldn’t be there every week . They 
continued to support us in prayer and 
via email, and often phoned us to catch 
up on our news and prayer point before 
their meeting.”

caring brothers and sisters
Tim and Andrea: “These examples 

of generosity, kindness, thoughtfulness 
and sacrifice have humbled and amazed 
us. Through caring brothers and sisters, 
God has again abundantly provided.” 

Graeme and Jane Peters with Benjamin, Samuel and 
Martin in Chile.

Grahame and Cathy Smith with Naomi, Jeremy, Erina 
and Rohan in Japan.

Bruce and Bron Hallyburton with Christopher, 
Elizabeth, Alexandra and Catherine in Chile.

  storage of goods
Tim and Andrea: “Both here in 
Australia and back in Germany, there 
are Christian folk who have freely 
given over space in their garages or 
cellars to the storage of our things 
– furniture, books, clothing, bedding, 
tools etc. We would be in a mess without 
these kind people.”

home Group 


