
WINTER 2015      CHURCH M ISS IONARY  SOC IETY  MAGAZ INE

CMS AUSTRALIA OFFICE
Level 5, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000
(PO Box 20095, World Square NSW 2002)
(02) 9284 6777   cmsa@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Peter Rodgers



2     www.cms.org.au

From the Editor

Contents
Checkpoint is published four times a year by  
CMS (Church Missionary Society) Australia.  
CMS is a member of Missions Interlink.

© 2015 Church Missionary Society – Australia Ltd. 

Permission to reproduce material may be obtained from 
the Editor.

For information and feedback,  
email checkpoint@cms.org.au. 

Please send CHANGES OF ADDRESS to your  
CMS branch office (see back cover).
Editor: Melinda Law
Designer: Clare Maxwell

Federal Secretary: Peter Rodgers
Communications Coordinator: Alan George
Unless otherwise stated, all Bible quotations are from 
the New International Version ® Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ 

Cover image: University students Ximena Garnier and 
Ariel Rojas on campus at Córdoba National University, 
Argentina.

4-5

6-7

8-9

9

12-13

14-15

16-17

18-19

20

21

22

22

Graduating for Christ 

Student Ministry by the Numbers 

An Interview with AFES  

Meet Tawanda  

More than Coffees and Catch-ups  

Coming Home  

Imparting Skills for Life  

The Gospel is for Everyone  

Missionary Spotlight  

Book Review  

Giving Thanks  

Prayer Diary Updates  

Get Involved  23

I still remember the feeling I had walking into my 
first Christian gathering at uni. I was in first year 
and a Christian friend from another faculty and I 
decided we would visit the public meeting of one 
of the groups on campus. 

I remember walking into the lecture theatre and 
being struck by the energy in that room. It was a 
relatively large theatre and it was filled to the brim 
with students. It was lunchtime, so I remember 
thinking that everyone present was giving up their 
break to listen to the word of God being preached 
and discussed. And that was exciting!

While putting together this issue of Checkpoint on 
student ministry, it struck me how blessed we are in 
Australia to have such a strong Christian presence 
on many of our campuses. There were hundreds 
of enthusiastic students in that lecture theatre for 
my first public meeting, and yet in a country like 

Slovenia, some students can graduate without 
encountering a single evangelical Christian. It’s 
statistics like that, which we examine in this issue, 
that really speak to the heart of how important 
student ministry is.

A brief introduction: my name is Melinda and I 
joined the CMS Australia Communications team 
in January to work alongside Naomi Jones, when 
she returns from maternity leave soon. Naomi will 
be back at the helm as editor for the next edition. A 
big thankyou to Stephanie Lentz for her work for us 
over the last year! 

As you read through the 
stories from our student 
workers, I hope you are as 
inspired by them and God’s 
work on campuses globally as 
I have been. 



Lasting Hope 
Appeal 2015

“ S a lvat i o n  i s  f o u n d  i n  n o  o n e  e l s e ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  n a m e  u n d e r 
h e av e n  g i v e n  t o  m a n k i n d  by  w h i c h  w e  m u s t  b e  s av e d . ”  A c t s  4 : 1 2

Men, women and children across Asia are trapped in spiritual 
darkness. Without hope – for tomorrow, or eternity. 

But we know there is hope – lasting hope through Jesus Christ.

Give a gift of lasting hope today at give.cms.org.au 

Your gift will support CMS missionaries as they shine the light 
of the gospel in countries across the world.  

Deadline June 30th

From the Editor
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“Has CMS graduated from student ministry?”

This was the question asked by Paul and Sandra, CMS 
student workers in France, in the last student ministry edition 
of Checkpoint (Winter, 2011). 

At that time, we had reason for concern. Over the previous 
decade, there had been a 50% decline in the number of student 
workers serving with CMS and by 2011, we had just 21. Paul 
and Sandra passionately called on student workers in Australia 
to go on mission and for CMS to redouble its efforts. 

And redouble our efforts we did. CMS strongly believes that 
student ministry provides an unparalleled opportunity for 
two main purposes: evangelism and leadership development.

Just think of the numbers of university students around the 
world! Millions of students sitting in lecture theatres across 
different disciplines and faculties, eagerly learning new 
things. Then, that cohort of students changes each year, as 
graduates enter the workforce and a new generation of young 
minds enters these same rooms, with that same eagerness, to 
start the cycle again. The sheer number of people who can 
be reached through student ministry is enormous! And yet 
tragically, there are comparatively few workers reaching out 
to them, meaning that millions graduate every year having 
never heard of Jesus.  

The Japanese are perhaps the largest gospel-poor people group 
in the world. There are, on average, less than three Christian 
students per university! As in most countries, these years of 
study are a key time when the Japanese have the freedom 
to consider Christ: it is a golden opportunity. Currently, we 
have six student workers serving with Kirisutosha Gakusei 
Kai (KGK) in Japan, but there are many universities where 
there is no Christian witness at all. It is easy to see the need 
and despair.

Equipping graduates for Chr ist

Given this great need, you may be surprised that leading 
people to Christ is not our primary goal in student ministry. 
Libby Leach, another CMS student worker in France, reflects 
“We have contact with students for a few years, but they will 
spend most of their lives out of our sight. We want them to be 
equipped to live the rest of their lives for Christ.” 

This is our primary goal. Student ministry is not just about 
evangelism and teaching the Bible, but equipping and 
training Christian students in ministry through hands-on 
active evangelism, discipling and leadership. We praise God 
that around the world many Christian students graduate 
with a deep biblical knowledge and godly heart, but also  
well-practised ministry skills that they take into their 

Campuses around the world are filled with students who need to hear about Jesus. CMS 
Australia Federal Secretary Peter Rodgers reflects on our commitment to student ministry 
and its global significance.
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pray Praise God for the impact of student
ministry! Please pray that God will 
continue to raise up more student 
workers to go to campuses around the 
world. May students continue to hear the 
gospel and be saved, and trained for lives 
serving Christ.

workplaces and local churches. They are the future of the 
Church and God’s mission in the world. 

After 24 years of student work, Paul and Sandra are as 
committed as ever to their work. Along with other CMS 
workers, their long-term ministry has done much to 
transform the Christian university movement in France, the 
Association des Groupes Bibliques Universitaires de France 
(GBU). Over 50 French people have been trained through 
Relay, the GBU apprenticeship program, and the staff team 
has doubled in the last five years. Under God’s hand, the 
French Church is growing and the GBU plays a pivotal role 
in equipping and training students to be the next generation 
of leaders. 

New oppor tunit ies to equip graduates
Our passion to grow godly graduates has led us to forge new 
connections for student ministry in the Pacific and in Africa. 
In the Pacific, churches are large and many students will 
consider themselves Christians, but very few of them know 
the Bible or have seen any models of Christian ministry. While 
in Africa, the Church has grown rapidly, but is vulnerable to 
false teaching and ungodliness. 

The future of Christianity in these regions will depend on the 
type of leaders who emerge. Christian ministry on campus is 
a strategic training ground for these future leaders, however 
these movements are often small and fragile. Student 
workers from Australia can play a significant role in working 

alongside our brothers and sisters to help build stronger local 
Christian university movements in Africa and the Pacific. 
Tony and Susie Wright are serving in Fiji with the University 
of the South Pacific to equip and mentor Christian leaders 
and soon, we plan to place a second family on the campus 
of the same university in Vanuatu. While Arthur and Tamie 
Davis are working in Tanzania to train and equip university 
students.

More wor ker s are needed
Of course, we need more student workers on Australian 
campuses. But the comparatively large number of workers 
in Australia is unheard of in other parts of the world. This 
came home powerfully to me upon hearing that there is only 
one full-time student worker in Papua New Guinea. We are 
delighted that Keith and Marion Birchley, who served with 
the Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students (AFES) 
for over twenty years, have responded to that need and are 
going to serve with CMS in Port Moresby. We need more 
like them.

Our close relationship with the International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students’ partner movements around 
the world means that CMS is uniquely placed to send 
and support gifted student workers from Australia to 
wherever the need is greatest. Our goal is to see strong  
locally-led student movements committed to evangelism and  
leadership development.

So, how does student ministry look for CMS in 2015? God 
has answered the Paul and Sandra's prayers and ours. Today, 
CMS has 44 student workers serving on university campuses 
in 14 countries. CMS has not graduated from student 
ministry and it is our prayer that this vital work will continue 
for the generations of students and Christian leaders to come.

Images: Left, students from Asociación BÍblica Universitaria Argentina (ABUA) 
in Argentina. Below, students from KGK in Japan.

STUDENT MINISTRY IS NOT JUST 
ABOUT EVANGELISM AND TEACHING 

THE BIBLE, BUT EQUIPPING  
AND TRAINING CHRISTIAN 
STUDENTS IN MINISTRY.
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The university years are an important time when young people have the opportunity, time and freedom to 
examine Christ. Student workers play a vital role in evangelising to them and equipping Christians while 
they're at uni. Checkpoint compares how many students there are per student worker around the world.

S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R Y 
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

A U S T R A L I A

1 : 6,145
Total 1,364,203 students

 ST U D E N T M I N I ST R Y W O R K E R  :  U N I V E R S I T Y ST U D E N T SKEY:

A R G E N T I N A

1 : 97,377
Total 2,2726,557 students

“On average students take about seven 
to eight years to complete their degree 

in Argentina. We want to use this time to 
introduce them to Jesus.” 

AMY STEPHENS

F I J I

1 : 1,817
Total 12,717 students

“Fijian students identify with one of three 
religions – Islam, Hinduism or Christianity. 

Now is a great time to help them meet Jesus 
in the Scriptures and know him for life.” 

TONY AND SUSIE WRIGHT

F R A N C E

1 : 153,087
Total 2,296,306 students

“The French campus has one of the 
largest proportions of confessed atheists 
in the world, but surveys show many are 
open to discussing the question of God.” 

      PAUL AND SANDRA

I R E L A N D

1 : 17,513
Total 192,647 students

“While most Irish students have left the 
church of their parents, many still believe 

in a ‘higher being’ and are searching  
for truth and meaning.” 

CATHERINE READ

I T A L Y

1 : 113,290
Total 1,925,930 students

“In Florence, students who follow Jesus 
Christ need to know his gospel and be 

trained to share him with others.” 

ANDREW AND SARAH LUBBOCK
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1. KGK - Kirisutosha Gakusei Kai, the student ministry
organisation in Japan

2. AFES - Australian Fellowship of Evangelical
Students, a student ministry organisation in 
Australia

3. FOCUS - Fellowship of Christian Uni, a student
ministry organisation in Zimbabwe

* Information on tertiary education enrolments in
Argentina, Australia, France, Ireland, Italy, Japan, 
Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, and Zimbabwe is 
available from UNESCO and is based on 2012 
enrolment figures.

* Information on Tanzanian public and private 
university student numbers is from 2010–2011, 
Source: Tanzania Commission for Universities

* Information on tertiary education enrolments in 
Fiji is available from UNESCO and is an estimate
for enrolment figures in 2005.

* Information on tertiary education enrolments in
Papua New Guinea is available from UNESCO and
is based on 2002 enrolment figures.

* Please note: up-to-date statistics on the numbers 
of student workers in universities globally are 
difficult to find.  Student worker numbers in 
each country are based on groups affiliated with 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
(IFES) only. These numbers include full-time and
part-time paid staff and some volunteers. Data 
available from the IFES website.

* Student numbers are rounded to the nearest student.

go There is a great need for student workers to go on campus and
tell university students about the saving grace of Jesus. Could 
that someone be you? For more information, 
visit www.cms.org.au/opportunity 

J A P A N

1 : 143,875
Total 3,884,638 students

“Many students in Japan haven’t had 
fellowship with a Christian their own age 

(who wasn’t a family member)  
before coming to KGK1.”  

KELLIE NICHOLAS

S P A I N

1 : 78,633
Total 1,965,829 students

“Spanish students struggle to trust those 
with authority. Pray they listen to King 

Jesus as Christians share his word.” 
MIKE AND TANIA SNOWDON

Z I M B A B W E

1 : 15,669 
Total 94,012 students

“Our vision at FOCUS3 is to see Zimbabwe 
transformed by the gospel, one  

student at a time.” 
TAWANDA MASANGO

FOCUS Zimbabwe

S W I T Z E R L A N D

1 : 8,698
Total 269,573 students

“In Switzerland, identity is often found 
in financial security. We hope Swiss 
students discover their identity is  

securely found in Christ.” 
ANDREW AND CLAIRE LIVINGSTONE

T A N Z A N I A

1 : 11,281
Total 135,367 students

“Everyone in Tanzania talks about God, 
but not often about Jesus. He’s the one 
Tanzanian students need to encounter.”

ARTHUR AND TAMIE DAVIS

S L O V E N I A

1 : 34,668
Total 104,003 students

“Despite progress within most faculties, 
in Slovenia students will go through their 

whole course without meeting another 
evangelical student.” 

       LEON AND LEE

P A P U A  N E W 
G U I N E A

1 : 47,561
Total 95,121 students

“AFES2 has 135 senior staff with 
recognised theological education; PNG 

has no one with that sort of training.  
We were convicted to go.” 

KEITH AND MARION BIRCHLEY



an interview 
with A F E S

CMS missionaries partner with 
the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students (IFES) and its 
affiliated organisations in many 
parts of the world to reach university 
students for Christ. Many of these 
missionaries heard the call to become 
student workers on Australian 
campuses with the Australian 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
(AFES). Checkpoint spoke to Richard 
Chin, the National Director of AFES 
about his passion for student ministry.

Why did you in i t ia l ly become involved in 
student ministr y?

By God’s grace, I was saved and established in the faith as a 
student at the University of New South Wales. It was there 
that I understood the gospel of Jesus and its implications for 
the world.  It has been my prayer ever since to see thousands 
of students convicted by the gospel to become disciples of 
Jesus, and disciple-makers of the nations for his glory. 

How does AFES minister to, tr ain and equip 
Austral ian univer si ty students?

Under God, we share the gospel and our lives with students 
so that they gladly live for Jesus and make disciples of 
fellow students. Our prayer is that this culture of “making 
disciple-makers” remains with them for the rest of their lives, 
irrespective of whether they serve Jesus in full-time ministry 
or in the workplace as graduates. 

What excites you about student ministr y? 

Both local and international students are gathered in large 
numbers on university campuses at a very opportune stage of 
life. They often have more time to ponder the meaning of life 
than probably at any other time. And so to share the gospel 
and our lives with them at this time is very exciting indeed. 

Why is student ministr y strategic both 
local ly and global ly?

There are just over one million university students on our 
campuses and at least one third of them are international 
students who will return to their home countries. Presently, 
we are reaching less than 5% of these students.

We need workers for this harvest field to raise up generations 
of disciples transformed by the gospel to become disciple-
makers of the nations. International students stand poised to 
take the gospel to their home countries, knowing their own 
language and culture. Local students have opportunities both 
here and overseas to be involved gladly in this mission for the 
glory of Christ.

OUR PRAYER IS TO RAISE UP 
WORKERS FIRSTLY FOR THE 

WORLD, SECONDLY FOR OTHER 
PARTS OF AUSTRALIA, AND LASTLY 

FOR OUR LOCAL REGION.

8     www.cms.org.au



go Many CMS missionaries work with
IFES affiliated groups across the globe. 
Would you consider going to serve in 
student ministry overseas? For current 
opportunities, contact your local CMS 
branch or visit:  
www.cms.org.au/opportunity/student 

Should people consider ser ving on campuses 
overseas when there is sti l l a need in Australia?

Yes, yes, yes! I think every Christian (let alone every student 
worker) should prayerfully consider serving overseas. 
Ordinary discipleship is to deny yourself, take up your cross 
daily and follow Jesus (Luke 9:23). And if Jesus is Lord of 
the whole world, should we not gladly consider serving him 
anywhere in the world?!

The needs are great everywhere. But the inequity of gospel 
resources is clear when you look at the nations of the world. 
Relatively speaking, Australia is gospel rich. And we have the 
privilege to go to gospel-poor places.

One of our greatest joys is to see our graduates serving as 
missionaries all over the world. And to that end, our prayer 
is to raise up workers firstly for the world, secondly for other 
parts of Australia, and lastly for our local region. 

Images: Left, Australian uni students at AFES 2014 National Training Event 
in Canberra. Credit - David Johnstone. Right, Tawanda Masango and his wife 
Shupikai.

Under the Vision, CMS wants to see Christian 
leaders equipped to serve the church and society. 
Tawanda Masango works for the Fellowship of 
Christian Unions (FOCUS) in Zimbabwe and has 
come to Australia to study at Moore College. CMS 
is one of the organisations supporting his studies. 
Checkpoint spoke to Tawanda about his ministry 
plans and the need for trained gospel workers.

What wi l l  you be doing when you retur n to 
Z imbabwe?
Under God, upon my return to Zimbabwe, I hope to 
continue with student ministry work with FOCUS. Our 
vision at FOCUS is to see Zimbabwe transformed by the 
gospel, one student at a time.

My role with the small team at FOCUS is to establish 
evangelical, gospel-centred ministry on the various colleges 
and universities in Zimbabwe. We seek to do this in a 
context where the centrality of the gospel has been lost.

Why are you so passionate about student 
ministr y?
As a university student in Zimbabwe 10 years ago, I 
struggled with strange and unbiblical teachings on our 
campus. I thank God for the faithful men who taught me 
the gospel and my desire is to see current students hear 
the momentous news of our Lord Jesus. Today’s students 
are the leaders of tomorrow in the church, business, 
politics and other areas, so I am convinced that reaching 
them with the gospel is so strategic and important.

I have also noticed how Australian universities are full of 
international students, including many from nations where 
the gospel is restricted. What a great privilege it is to reach 
out to these students some who have never heard the 
gospel. The mission field has come to our doorstep!

Why should people consider wor king in 
student ministr y over seas?
Student ministry is a very strategic ministry. Many 
countries do not have well-trained men and women to 
proclaim the gospel and disciple students. Zimbabwe is 
one such place: FOCUS Zimbabwe has six staff workers 
covering the whole country and only two of them have 
completed formal theological training. There is a wide 
door to serve in various ways. If you think this may be for 
you, I encourage you to get in touch. 

M E E T  T A W A N D A

CHECKPOINT WINTER 2015     9
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CMS is looking for Christians to  
serve on campuses around the world.

WHERE WILL YOU SERVE? 
cms.org.au/opportunity 
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Every day is different for our student workers on location around the world, but they all have goals in common: 
to work hard to engage with students about Jesus, to disciple them and to train a new generation. Four CMS  
student workers write about a day of ministry on campus and what it looks like for them in their location. 

Mar t in and Jul ie Fie ld, Argent ina
The day kicks off early for one of us because our kids 
start school at 7.30am. Of course, there is nothing 
on campus at that hour so we spend our mornings 
preparing studies or Julie meets with some women 
from church for Bible study. Martin is enrolled in 
some subjects so he can mingle in the university 
dining hall – a great place to meet students!

In Argentina, lunch is the main meal of the day. 
We spend this time either at home or on campus, 
meeting up with students and chatting about pastoral 
issues. After lunch, if we are lucky, we might sneak 
a short siesta. 

All the action on campus happens in the afternoons. 
Nearly all the small groups meet during the 3pm to 
6pm window. Julie leads the Arts/Psychology group 
on Mondays and Martin leads a couple of others, 
as well as visiting the student-led groups. We also 
regularly meet up with the student leaders.

After our kids’ evening activities, we have dinner 
around 8.30pm. On Wednesday nights, we head 
out to the Young Adults’ group at church where we 
lead a small group and help train leaders. It kicks off 
at 8.30pm and finishes around 11pm – making us 
both feel young again! Once a month on a Friday 
evening, we have the 12 students who form part 
of the leadership team over for dinner, prayer and 
planning and on the first Saturday of the month, we 
have between 25 and 45 students in our house for 
lunch and a time of training. 

Tony Wright,  F i j i
My day starts at 6.45am when the alarm goes off. I 
grab a coffee and watch the kids get ready for school. 
Once they jump on the school bus, I read the Bible 
and do some language work, which is more appealing 
than exercise, then prepare Bible study for today. 

I reluctantly decide it is too early for a second coffee, 
then walk over to campus for my 10am small group. 
I do topical studies with these final year students 
and today’s topic is Guidance – this group is one 
of my ministry highlights of the week. Next, I have 
a meeting with the Christian Fellowship Student 
President where we chat about ministry, pray and 
read the Bible together (2 Timothy today).  

I walk home for a late lunch and meet up with Susie 
and the kids, who have just arrived home from 
school. I do some work on the talk for tonight’s 
Christian Fellowship, our public meeting, then 
I jump on the bus and head downtown for our 
Graduates Fellowship, a monthly dinner and  
catch-up with some local graduates.

I have to skip the post-fellowship tea and snacks to 
head to uni. There are about 60 of us in the lecture 
theatre for the Christian Fellowship gathering. The 
singing is still going when I arrive, then I preach on 
the next chapter in 1 Corinthians. The gathering 
finishes at 8.30pm and I hang around with some of 
the students for supper and a chat. I head home at 
9pm for dinner with Susie. Today has been packed, 
but tomorrow all I have scheduled is a language class 
and a social soccer match.

M O R E  T H A N 
A N D
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pray Student work is a very rewarding ministry, but it is also draining and time-consuming. Give thanks for
all CMS missionaries, especially student workers, who are willing to go and reach gospel-poor peoples. 
Please pray for their energy levels: that God will sustain them as they work. Please pray for all their 
interactions with students, both Christian and non-Christian alike, that they may reflect Christ’s love.

Kel l ie Nicholas, Japan
I roll out of my futon around 8am and quickly 
jump in the shower. I read the Bible – currently  
Isaiah – while eating my breakfast and drinking a cup 
of green tea. First on my list is to prepare for Bible 
study later today. This involves reading through 
the passage and translating difficult words into my 
Bible study book. I pray earnestly that I’ll be able to 
encourage the students I meet today. 

Jumping on my bicycle, I ride to the station and then 
catch the train to 門戸厄神 (Mondoyakujin) station.
I get my daily dose of exercise for the day on the 20 
minute walk up hill to 神戸女学院 (Kobejyogakuin)
campus. This is one of the ten universities I regularly 
visit. I eat lunch with some students and then it’s 
time to attend a student-led Bible study; today’s 
study is on Colossians. On the walk back down hill, 
I have a conversation with one of the students about 
the possibility of full-time ministry in the future. 

I fill in the next two hours at Starbucks doing some 
prep work for later tonight. Our prayer meeting 
is held from 6-8pm where we look at how we use 
our money. We have dinner at our usual restaurant, 
which includes a student committee meeting. Good 
conversations are had on the train and then it’s time 
to cycle home. I arrive home at 11pm and unwind by 
watching some television in English.

Carol ine Evenden, France
It’s taken a while to adjust to the lack of pattern to the 
days and to how many activities of the Association 
des Groupes Bibliques Universitaires de France 
(GBU) take place off campus and in the evenings! 
This is due largely to the restrictions of secularism in 
French society and the students’ timetables being so 
different. Every day is different, so a typical day looks 
something like this. 

In the mornings, I spend time with God in his word 
and prayer because I’m convinced that asking God to 
bring his kingdom here is one of the most important 
things I can be doing in this ministry. I get organised 
for my meetings, respond to emails and prepare 
training and teaching material for different local, 
regional and national events. Most Wednesdays I also 
meet up with Julie, the regional staff worker. 

Lunch is the main meal of the day, which I usually 
eat at home, or with a student on campus. My 
afternoons are filled with my regular one-on-one 
meetings with May, Miora and Dévi and a couple 
of one-off meetings with the student leaders. On 
Tuesdays, I also have to prepare and cook for the 
evening’s team meeting.

In the evening, I visit one of the three Bible study 
groups, which are held in the students’ studios. On 
Tuesdays, I have dinner and a training meeting with 
one of the three student teams, the Bible Study 
Leaders, Evangelism team and Interfac teams. 

Images: left to right, students and staff from fellowship groups in 
Fiji, France, Japan and Argentina.
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TO ME, THE MOST 
REWARDING THING IS TO 
SEE MY SISTERS IN THE 

LORD, WHOM I LOOK AFTER, 
OVERCOMING ALL THE 

OBSTACLES IN LIFE AND 
MINISTERING TO NEWER 

RETURNEES.

Imagine experiencing the joy of coming to Christ while studying overseas and when you return to home after 
graduating, your family no longer understands you and your new faith. C* is a worker in East Asia who partners 
with CMS. She writes about the importance of her work with students returning home to their country after 
studying overseas and the challenges of reverse culture shock.

The name of my work is rather unusual – Returnees’  
Ministry. For most Australians, it is truly an unheard of 
ministry. Every East Asian Christian who has encountered 
Jesus in Western churches and 
universities needs special nurturing 
on returning home. If you think 
about how many East Asian people 
profess faith in Australian churches, 
you can probably figure out how 
important the Returnees’ ministry is. 

Returning students face reverse 
culture shock in every area of their 
lives. Firstly, there is the pressure from 
their families to get married, especially 
for females. Christians are pressured 
to marry non-believers and if they 
don’t, parents blame Christianity for 
brainwashing their kids. 

Secondly, there is the pressure of 
worshipping work and money. Their 
family has spent a lot of money on 
their children’s overseas education 
and when they come home, they 
expect them to find a well-paid 
job and start building a secure 
future. However for Christians, 

their priorities have changed: they don’t see career and 
money as the most important thing in life. This widens the 
gap with their unbelieving family. Generally speaking, the 

work culture in my country is very  
anti-Christian. Companies expect 
their employees to work whenever 
they are needed: long working hours 
and on weekends is very normal. 
The work ethic is also really poor 
– there is a lot of cheating, faking,
bribing and drinking involved. If you 
refuse to take part in those things, 
you will be seen as weird and have 
fewer opportunities to be promoted. 

Thirdly, we have to fight the 
common mentality that “the grass 
is always greener on the other side”. 
Returnees face many pressures 
when they come back, so they tend 
to idealise their lives overseas. They 
believe that their lives would have 
been worry-free forever if they had 
remained in their second home 
country in the West. This unhelpful 
mentality makes them believe that 
nothing is good in this country. 
However, they forget that their lives 

Coming
Home
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pray Pray for the students returning to
East Asia; that they will withstand the 
pressures they face and come to realise 
the truth of the eternal hope they have in 
Jesus. Pray for C, her fellow leaders and 
her Returnees’ Ministry.

overseas were mainly in university and church, which are 
relatively simple and responsibility-free. 

It was God who brought me to my Returnees’ Ministry 
leadership role in 2010. I came back to my country after 
studying at a Bible college without any plan of doing Christian 
ministry. A friend of mine took me to a Returnees’ Ministry 
fellowship group. Their leader was immediately interested in 
taking me on board, so he and the team started praying for this. 
At that time, I was looking for a job so I asked them to pray that 
I might find one. However their real prayer was “Lord, if C is 
the right person to serve with us, please stop her finding a job.” 
God did stop me from finding a job and brought me to my role 
in Returnees’ Ministry.

This ministry is a fellowship that provides a secure and 
understanding environment for people to share their struggles 
and find mutual comfort. By studying the Bible in our language, 
we help them to deepen their understanding of following Jesus 
– giving them the right perspective of suffering and eternal hope.
Many of them who received Jesus in Western churches have 
not fully understood the gospel, so they are just new Christians 
or maybe not Christians at all. Their reasons for believing in 
Jesus are that Christians overseas were nice people and church 
was a friendly place. With such understanding of gospel, it is 
no wonder that when the storms come, their faith crashes. 
By walking alongside with them in these harsh conditions,  
the leaders try to model for them how to live the gospel out 
on a daily basis. 

We are also trying to help churches to understand the special 
needs of returnees and equip them to be able to serve returnees 
better. Our goal is not to simply help returnees settle in a 
church. We want them to become little connections to help 
more returnees in their church in the future: to make churches 
more welcoming, more gospel-focused, more outreach-
focused, which are all good things that returnees enjoyed in 
their overseas churches. To me, the most rewarding thing is to 
see my sisters in the Lord, whom I look after, overcoming all 
the obstacles in life and ministering to newer returnees.

We have come back home, but our home does not seem friendly 
and welcoming at all. Yes, the reverse cultural shock is huge, but 
isn’t our God bigger? That is my reason for living in my city: to 
accompany my beloved returnee friends travelling the narrow 
road, so we can sing the victory song together – “I will sing the 
Lord’s praise, for he has been good to me!” (Psalm 13:6) 

*Names changed for privacy reaons

Image credit: Left, Pearl via Lightstock. Right, Neely Wang via Lightstock.

“I became a Christian in Germany in my 
first year of university. I started serving in 
an international church a year later and 
continued to grow steadily. Then, a crisis 
happened which meant that I had to return 
home. Unfortunately, I found my country and 
my family didn’t understand me or accept me. 
I ended up becoming very depressed. 
One day, I was invited to a party which was 
organised by some Christian returnees. For 
the first time since I had come back, I felt truly 
comfortable and happy.  
I met C who invited me to a fellowship 
gathering. After the Bible study, she prayed 
with me and I felt so much love and peace 
in that moment. My eyes were wet – “Oh 
Lord, you haven’t forgotten me! You found 
me!” A few months later, my depression was 
miraculously healed and I started looking 
for a local church – my passion for Christ had 
come back. Now I lead a Bible group at my 
church and almost all of my group members 
are returnees.”

H * ’ S  S T O R Y



Libby Leach has been working with the Association des Groupes Bibliques Universitaires de 
France (GBU) for the past 19 years. Here, she shares insights into how they aim to equip and 
train students to have a Christian worldview and be lifelong followers of Jesus. 
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care Student ministry workers are on the
frontlines, evangelising and discipling 
the next generation of Christians. Like 
all missionaries, their work is counter-
cultural and can be difficult. Why not 
write them an email of encouragement 
to tell them you are praying for them and 
their work?

I once heard a student worker say that if the students in our 
Christian groups don’t leave university equipped for a lifetime 
of serving Jesus, then we have failed. As student workers, we 
have a tremendous opportunity and responsibility to train 
Christian students to think through a biblical view of life at a 
time when they are constructing their worldview and to give 
them tools to be witnesses for Jesus in a world that doesn’t 
know him. 

All Christians live out their faith surrounded by a worldview 
that is opposed to a biblical one. The Bible presents God 
at the centre of things and says that our priorities should 
revolve around him. But human beings naturally view things 
differently: we put ourselves at the centre and cultures 
around the world reflect that perspective. For western 
European Christians, the mainstream worldview is very 
openly human-centred (hence its name, ‘humanism’). How 
do we prepare students to think and live counter-culturally?

Study al l  of  the Bible
Students today receive lots of information, but in order for them 
to centre their lives around God, his voice needs to become the 
most important voice they hear. So teaching the Bible is central 
to what we do, whether it’s in groups or one-to-one. As we 
read all of the Bible, we see the big plans of God with him at 
the centre. Therefore, our smaller plans – relationships, career, 
money and church - find their rightful place.

For the last 14 years in Paris, we’ve run a weekend where 
we take a key biblical theme and do an overview of what the 
entire Bible says about that theme. Our speaker this year was 
Pierre-Sovann, who did this weekend as a student for the 
first time 10 years ago. He recalls that on that weekend years 

ago, he understood for the first time that God was sovereign 
and that knowledge radically changed the way he viewed the 
world. The reworking of his worldview took years of reading 
and discussing, but the domino effect began by understanding 
the “big picture” themes of the Bible.

Apply the Bible
Knowing that God should be at the centre of life is vital, 
but if none of our decisions reflect this fact can we really 
consider that we “know” this? Therefore, our basic weekly 
activity with students is to help them understand God’s word 
themselves and discuss how to apply it in their lives.

As students graduate from university, we invite them to a day 
called “Vivement la Vie Active” (or “I can’t wait to work”). 
We look at what the Bible teaches about questions like work, 
money, time management and church involvement. We love 
hearing feedback from graduates who have attended these 
days about how they’re living out their Christian worldview. 
We are encouraged to hear from people like Adele*, who 
decided to play a support role in her small and struggling 
local church, rather than attending an easier larger church, 
as it is the only Bible-based church in their suburb. We hear 
from Etienne*, who has a high-pressure job in publicity but 
takes time out to teach young adults to understand the Bible 
for themselves. Or we hear from Michelle*, deliberately 
choosing a job that allows her to grow at a local church and 
build up a network of Christians in the business sector.

Tr ust God
The real test of student work is whether we are helping 
people build their faith on firm foundations, as their faith 
will be tested over time. But as we centre on studying the 
Bible and teaching them to apply it in their lives, we trust 
God that they are being equipped to live the rest of their lives 
for Christ. God doesn’t finish his work when the person 
graduates university – his work continues in and through 
that person for eternity. 

* Names changed for privacy reasons

Images: Far left, top to bottom, university students march in support of Charlie 
Hebdo in Paris, students Marie and Alix studying the Bible. Left, students in 
Place des Vosges in Paris.

STUDENTS RECEIVE LOTS OF 
INFORMATION, BUT IN ORDER 
FOR THEM TO CENTRE THEIR 

LIVES AROUND GOD, HIS VOICE 
NEEDS TO BECOME THE MOST 
IMPORTANT VOICE THEY HEAR.
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give Students like Ellie and Jack can be nurtured and reached on campus thanks to your financial and prayer
support of CMS student workers. To partner financially with CMS to reach gospel poor peoples around 
the globe, contact your local branch or visit www.cms.org.au/give

“The gospel is for everyone and God can use anyone; 
including me,” smiled Ellie as she explained what God has 
been teaching her these past few years.

Having grown up in a Christian home in the USA, Ellie 
committed her life to Christ at age 17. After school she 
moved to Ireland to serve with a youth drop-in centre, before 
applying to study music and anthropology at Maynooth 
University, where I serve. 

After initially not being interested in the student ministry 
group, the Christian Union (CU), Ellie eventually came along 
on the invitation of a friend. Little did Ellie know that God 
would challenge her, humble her, teach her and keep her. The 
CU has played an important part in Ellie’s Christian life.

Ellie’s story is not an exception. Student ministry groups 
throughout the world are playing a vital role in bringing 
young people to salvation, as students reach other students 
for Christ. But they also play an important role in growing 
young Christians in their belief and trust in Jesus.

Ellie describes her time with CU as being stretched by God. 
“I have grown in my understanding of God’s word; not just 
reading it as historical stories, but seeing how it is relevant 
for today and that I can trust it. I’ve also come to see that the 
gospel is for everyone – not just the people on the rebellious 
fringes, but the ordinary people too.”

One such student was Jack, a fairly “ordinary” Irish student, 
who one day came along to the CU Bible Study. He was 
really interested, asked lots of questions, began reading 

How do we see the impact of student ministry in Ireland? CMS missionary Catherine Read, 
who is serving with IFES Ireland, writes about a student who has been shaped powerfully as 
a Christian through student university ministry. 

the Gospels for himself, and in the past few months has 
become a Christian. Ellie is excited to witness how Jesus is 
transforming Jack’s life.

This past year, Ellie served as CU President. She desired  
that the CU would not shy away from events on campus, 
but get involved and be bold in presenting an alternate 
worldview. During the campus KISS week (Keep It Safe and 
Sexy), CU ran a lunchtime meeting titled “Why God loves 
Sex”. The Student Union welfare officer came along and 
remarked how “refreshing” it was to hear a different view of 
sex. She is keen to come to other CU events.  

In February, the CU also ran a free lunch with discussion on 
“Why God allows suffering” after recent remarks from TV 
personality Stephen Fry on God being an “evil, capricious, 
monstrous maniac.” About 30 people attended including 
two students who came to ask tricky questions. The 
speaker responded well to the arguments and the discussion 
continued amicably. Afterwards these guys said they found it 
really interesting and want to come to the next event.

Through student ministry across the globe, God is not 
only bringing students to salvation, but also building and 
strengthening Christian students, like Ellie, to live for 
Jesus beyond tertiary studies. It has been a great joy to see 
how God has been growing Ellie in her knowledge of God 
and assurance of his faithfulness through the CU. As Ellie 
reflects, “I admit there are challenges every month and every 
year, but at each point I keep going back to God and his word, 
relying on and resting in him”. 

THE GOSPEL IS FOR 
E V E R Y O N E
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Images: Top, Ellie and Nengi reading the Bible with IFES Ireland staffworker Jeremy. Bottom left, The National University of Ireland, Maynooth. Bottom right, 
students enjoying time out at the Dublin CU Weekend Away. 



MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT

Ljubljana

ITALY

AUSTRIA HUNGARY

CROATIA

SLOVENIA

0 15km 30km

Adriatic 
Sea

     Leon and Lee ,  
Slovenia

This is the last year for Leon and 
Lee and their family in Slovenia. 

Their focus is on handing over the 
leadership of ZVESh1 to locals, 

strengthening the board and 
encouraging partnership with other 

movements. 

“Slovene campuses tend to 
be conservative and serious 

places. So, there was a 
very funny reaction from 

students to ZVESh ‘searching 
for God’ to promote a series 

of  talks about where God 
is in suffering, music and 

creativity. We were helped 
by a visiting staffworker 

of  the Danish movement, 
Carsten Espersen, who 

played God, while ZVESh 
team members and 

volunteers ‘searched for 
him’ with binoculars, 

cameras and more. The 
looks on the faces of  some 

students were priceless! 
Some were intrigued 
enough to engage in 

‘conversations with God’!”
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Andrew and Claire 
Livingstone, Switzerland

International students come from all 
over the world to study in Lausanne. 
Andrew and Claire are working with 
the GBEU3 to establish a sustainable 

ministry amongst these students.

“Given the warmth of  the 
sun and the stunning 
lakeside views, it  isn’t 

unusual to see students 
studying outside at the 
University of  Lausanne. 

What did surprise us 
though was seeing the local 

farmer ’s sheep grazing 
outside the main library. ”
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0 400km 800kmAmy Stephens, 
Argentina

Amy is serving with ABUA2, 
the Argentine affiliate of the 
International Fellowship of 

Evangelical Students, in Córdoba. 
She is encouraging Christian 

university students in their faith 
and equipping them to reach other 
students with the gospel of Christ. 

“One of  Argentina’s 
traditions for college 

graduates is the celebratory 
egging of  the graduate by 

friends and family. Yes, 
egging. And not only are 

they egged, but they throw 
flour, soft drink, shaving 

cream, confetti and anything 
else that can be found! 

It ’s all in good fun and the 
graduate is expecting it. 

Supposedly, the egging is 
for good luck in their future 

endeavours. I recently 
participated in the egging of 

two ABUA graduates.”

Checkpoint asked: “What is the strangest thing or event you’ve seen on campus in your location? 

1. ZVESh - Zveza Evangelijskih 
�tudentov Slovenije 
2. ABUA - Asociación BÍblica 
Universitaria Argentina  
3. GBEU - Bibliques des Ecoles et
Universitiés de Suisse Romande. 
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BOOK REVIEW
BROWN, LINDSAY. SHINING LIKE STARS: THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL IN 
THE WORLD’S UNIVERSITIES. IVP, 2007.

Claire Livingstone is serving alongside her husband Andrew 
in Lausanne, Switzerland where they work with the Groupes 
Bibliques des Ecoles et Universités de Suisse Romande 
(GBEU) among international students. 

Lindsay Brown’s short book invites you on a journey 
around the globe looking at student ministry, with 
inspiring stories of God at work through university 
students and graduates. Brown draws upon his 
extensive experience as General Secretary of the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
(1991–2007) to share the encouraging stories from all 
corners of the world. 

Transformed by grace, convicted by truth, and looking 
forward to the hope of eternity – Brown suggests that 
this is what inspires ordinary students to be salt and 
light on campuses around the world. Shining Like Stars 
has often been described as a ‘modern day Acts’ as the 
reader hears real-life stories of young people captivated 
by Christ, and using their energy and creativity in 
evangelism. It’s difficult not to be challenged, and 
even rebuked, by the accounts of the courage and 
willingness of such young people to lose everything 
for the sake of the gospel. 

Drawing upon the account of Daniel in the Old  

Testament, Brown reminds readers that many 
centuries ago a young man was powerfully used by 
God to influence a whole nation. Brown links this to 
testimonies of modern day students who have gone on 
to positions of influence. He shares how they’ve stood 
firm in Christ, even in the most difficult circumstances. 
God’s faithfulness in the past continues through his 
people in the present. 

Brown’s book emphasises some key themes in 
mission: God’s sovereignty and human effort, 
evangelism, world mission, social and political 
engagement, a biblical view of work, the reconciling 
power of the gospel, the call to sacrifice, and the need 
for perseverance. 

Shining Like Stars is an encouraging read, and has 
practical suggestions for discipleship, cultivating a 
heart for mission, and praying for students. Our prayer 
is that God would use this book to spur his people on 
to see how he continues to use ordinary people to 
fulfil his plans and purposes. 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH MINISTERS AND LEADERS! 
CMS has launched a new resource for youth ministry called You Are Here.

This free resource for leaders enables you to run a youth event focused on 
global mission and the work of CMS. The pack includes:

• A Bible study (with leaders’ notes)

• A video

• A map of the world highlighting the locations of CMS missionaries

• An information booklet about CMS and our part in God’s global mission

• A runsheet for a youth event, complete with activities and games.

Youth packs are currently available from CMS NSW & ACT.  

For more information in other states, contact your local branch. 
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GIVING THANKS TO GOD
Nola George
We give God thanks for the life of Nola George, who died on 
23 February in Batemans Bay from complications related to 
Alzheimer’s disease. Nola (then Nola Hausler) served the Lord 
in South Africa and, with CMS, in Murgwanza, Tanzania from 
1996-98.  In 2013, the story of Nola’s life in Africa and elsewhere 
was published in her book Sikuyadumisa (We Praise You), which 
included many of her paintings.  We offer our prayers and 
sympathies to her husband Col in his bereavement and for all the 
staff in the nursing home who gave Nola loving care in her frailty.

PR AYER DIARY UPDATES
DAY 4 – NEPAL
We rejoice with Kate Dalitz 
on her engagement to Bijay 
Shresta, a Nepali colleague. 
Please pray that all can come 
together for their planned 
wedding in July 2015.

DAY 18 – TANZANIA
Liz Burns has taken up a 
teaching position at Msalato 
Theological College in 
Dodoma.

DAY 6 – NORTH AUSTRALIA
Ruth Bridgen has resigned 
as a missionary. We pray for 
Ruth as she moves into new 
opportunities. 

DAY 8 – TIMOR LESTE
Chris and Grace Adams 
welcomed their first son 
Micah Jin-Woo Adams on 18 
February. Please pray for his 
ongoing health as he had some 
breathing and blood sugar 
level complications at birth. 

DAY 22 – FRANCE
Daniel and Kate Morris praise 
God for the birth of their 
second daughter Emilie Rachel 
Morris on 2 February, a little 
sister for Hannah. 

Correction: On page 22 in the previous issue of Checkpoint (Autumn 2015), there was a typographical error in the tribute 
for Dorothy Charnock, who served as a CMS Misionary in Oenpelli (not Dengelli). We apologise for this mistake.

DAY 14 – D R CONGO
Graham and Wendy Toulmin 
have been accepted as CMS 
missionaries to serve in north 
east D R Congo later this 
year. They will be working in 
dental training (Graham) and 
administration (Wendy).
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Do you want to get more involved in cross-cultural mission around the world?   
Go to www.cms.org.au/get-involved OR complete this form by ticking the relevant boxes:

I will pray for the extension of God’s kingdom and would  
like to receive prayer updates about CMS missionaries and 
their locations. 

Visit www.cms.org.au/get-involved/subscribe to sign up OR 
indicate below for whom you would like prayer information. Fill in 
your contact details in the form below.  

Missionary Name/s

PRAY
I will give money to CMS so that the work of proclaiming 

 Jesus can continue. 

Visit give.cms.org.au  OR  fill in the form below:

I will give a   regular gift (per month)    one-off gift

 $25      $50      $100     $200    other $ 

I will pay by:

Direct debit (please mail me the forms) 
 Cheque/money order (payable to ‘Church Missionary Society’)

Credit card:   Visa   MasterCard

Card no. 

CVV   Expiry  / 

Name on card  

Signature         

  Please send me information about making a bequest to CMS. 

GIVE

  I will show practical care for CMS missionaries and the 
communities in which they serve.

Visit www.cms.org.au/get-involved/care to find out more OR  
fill in your contact details to receive information about caring 
for CMS missionaries. 

CARE

If you want to talk to someone about the possibility of serving as 
a missionary, please contact your local branch (see overleaf).

GO

CONTACT DETAILS NEXT STEP

THANK YOU FOR JOINING WITH US  TO SEE A WORLD THAT KNOWS JESUS!

Send in this form to your local CMS branch (see overleaf)

Hand in this form to your local CMS branch (see overleaf)

Title      First name/s 

Surname  

Street Address 

Suburb  

State     Postcode  

Phone  (H) 

(M)  

Email   

Name of church I attend   

Best days/times to contact me  

or
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Our vision is for a world that knows Jesus. We aim to do this by:

Reaching gospel-poor peoples for Christ

Equipping Christian leaders for church and society

Engaging churches in cross-cultural mission

To find out more, visit www.cms.org.au

Read Checkpoint articles online at www.cms.org.au/checkpoint

CMS is a fellowship of Christian people and churches 
committed to global mission. We work together to set 
apart long-term workers who cross cultures to share 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

QUEENSLAND WITH NORTHERN NSW
Level 4, 126 Barry Parade (PO Box 526),  
Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
(07) 3112 6530   qld@cms.org.au
Rev Jeremy Gehrmann

VICTORIA
630 Mitcham Road, Mitcham VIC 3132 
(PO Box 2150, Rangeview VIC, 3132)
(03) 9894 4722   vic@cms.org.au
Rev Dr Wei-Han Kuan

NSW  & ACT
Level 5, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
(PO Box 21326, World Square NSW 2002)
(02) 9267 3711   nswact@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Malcolm Richards

TASMANIA
PO Box 405, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
tas@cms.org.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/NORTHERN 
TERRITORY
4/195 Victoria Square, Adelaide SA 5000
(08) 8212 4838   sa@cms.org.au
Mr David Williams

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
31 Acheson Crescent, Woodvale WA 6026 
(08) 9408 1296   wa@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Ray Arthur

CMS AUSTRALIA OFFICE
Level 5, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000  
(PO Box 20095, World Square NSW 2002)
(02) 9284 6777   cmsa@cms.org.au
Rev Canon Peter Rodgers

CMS BRANCH OFFICES

ST ANDREW’S HALL
190 The Avenue, Parkville VIC 3052
(03) 9388 1663   sah@cms.org.au
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