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Church planting pastor– Copiapó, Chile
Exciting opportunity to work with the Anglican Church of Chile and CMS, to plant a church in Copiapó, Chile. Copiapó is a university and mining city of around 100,000 people without an Anglican church. 

Criteria
 An ordained Anglican minister, or willing to   become such. 
 Maturity and ministry experience.  Long-term commitment to see the church grow.  Capacity to learn Spanish.

Contact your state General Secretary or State Director to find out more.

of believers of varying backgrounds 
and maturity, and a good Slovene 
translation of the Bible. This makes 
our work very straightforward. We just 
bring people to the Bible and watch as 
God transforms them, and through 
them reaches out to others. 

Of course we struggle. There are 
bureaucratic hurdles in registering as a 
church and finding a suitable location 
to meet, REC members have their own 
personal issues and crises and Slovenes 
in general want nothing to do with 
evangelical Christianity.

While we would love to have more 
new converts pouring through the 
doors, God is certainly gracious to 
us. Currently REC has 15-20 adult 
Slovene members (plus kids), who 
are all committed to Christ and his 
gospel, and are enthusiastic to keep 
sharing him with their friends. We 
meet for regular Sunday fellowship 
and midweek Bible study and wait 
on the many opportunities that God 
has in store for us. 

Church planting in countries like Slovenia is a different operation to Church planting in western 
countries. David and Bronwyn Shead work with the Reformed Evangelical Church (REC) in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia, to grow and strengthen the church there. 

Slovenia there has been no significant 
evangelical presence for over 400 
years and most people are afraid of 
being brainwashed and shipped off 
to a weird sect’s commune if they so 
much as visit a Protestant church.

Thirdly, there is a world of 
difference in the resources that are 
available to church planters, especially 
in the areas of leadership and 
evangelism. CMS bursar Peter Novak 
has recently completed a Bachelor of 
Divinity at Moore College in Sydney 
and has just returned to take over the 
leadership of REC. He is one of only a 
handful of theologically trained Slovene 
evangelicals in the last 100 years.

Our church plant is more like a 
start-up. It’s starting from scratch! 
This can be daunting, but also very 
exciting. In Slovenia there are no 
large denominational structures, 
stipendiary systems, theological colleges, 
Christian publishers, school scripture 
programmes, Christian counselling 
centres, mission societies, conference 
centres or departments of evangelism.

We must work with what God has 
given us. And that is a small handful 

church planting Slovene-style

Family Medicine Locums
– Nepal

Tw o  e x p e r i e n c e d  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y 

practitioners and emergency physicians 

required f rom October  2006 for  s ix 

months in a teaching hospital in Nepal.

Church planting in countries 
like Slovenia is a very different 
operation to Church planting in 

western countries. Last year while in 
Sydney, I realised that many people had 
a different understanding of church 
planting to what we’re doing here. In 
some places in Australia for example, 
church planting can look more like 
“Church transplanting”, or as someone 
mischievously suggested, “Church 
franchising” – getting a core group 
of 30-40 keen, mature Christians to 
move into a new location to start a new 
congregation. 

However, this style of church-
planting is a total impossibility in 
Slovenia. For starters, there are only 
two or three evangelical churches in 
the whole country that would have 
30-40 members in total, leaving aside 
the question of their keenness or 
maturity.

Second, new churches in Australia 
often tap into a generally positive 
community attitude to the idea of 
church, if not its concrete expression.  
Evangelical leaders are quoted in  
newspapers and new parties enter 
parliament on a Christian platform. In 

The REC congregation on Christmas Eve.

The Shead family are building God’s church in Slovenia


