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the Khmer language in a manner that 
is far more effective than I could hope 
to express these truths myself. 

Another source of joy is to see 
our graduates at work in the church: 
to see their concern for the poor 
and outcast; preach with increasing 
confidence and clarity; and growing 
in personal integrity and strength 
as they encounter their own joys 
and disappointments of Christian 
minis t ry.  One recent graduate 
attempted, under very difficult 
circumstances, to plant a church 
inside an AIDS hospice. Another 
turned down many more financially 
rewarding positions in the city to 
go and work in a church in one 
of the poorer provinces. Many of 
our graduates are in ministry in 
low salaried positions, while facing 
financial obligations to their family 
and parents.

Looking forward:
Postgraduate Training
An exciting aspect of the College’s 
ministry is the postgraduate training 
program. This program aims to 
further the skills of select graduates 
in institutions overseas. Three of 
our current teaching faculty is from 
this program and five more students 
are currently studying overseas. 

eoni and I work in a country 
that regards itself as being very 
religious. At the top of all official 

government letter heads are the 
three words: ‘Nation...Religion...
King’. In Phnom Penh are many 
Buddhist temples, ancestral shrines, 
a few mosques and many church 
buildings belonging to a myriad of 
Christian denominations and cults. 
There are public holidays celebrating 
Buddhist festivals, Hindu ceremonies, 
opportunities to fulfill obligations to 
dead ancestors, and the birthday of a 
living god king. 

The Phnom Penh Bible College 
(PPBC) trains Christian leaders 
who will hopefully one day meet 
the challenges of this very religious 
environment. The College has a new 
motto: ‘...the way, the truth and the 
life’ from John 14:6. Jesus used this 
statement to teach his disciples about 
his own unique position before his 
Father, his role in providing direction 
for his disciples as they prepared for 
mission, and him being the means 
by which God’s plan of the salvation 
of humanity will come to its climax. 
If our graduates are to thrive as 
ambassadors of Christ amongst this 
smorgasbord of religion, they need 
to have a firm foundation for their 
Christian faith, and the ability to give 
a good account of the gospel at every 
opportunity presented to them. 

Why train?
The Khmer Church, which was almost 
non-existent in the early 1990’s, now 
numbers about 200,000, consisting 
of 5,000 mostly small churches with 
untrained pastors. The challenges 
are numerous. Sermons are generally 
long and centered upon anecdotes, 
Bible quotations out of context and 
exhortations to adhere to a Christian 
code of behaviour. Most churches 
have few Bibles, and these are rarely 
read outside of church. There is little 
quality Christian literature available in 
the Khmer language. One of the main 
priorities of the Khmer Church today 
is training for the Christian leaders of 
today and tomorrow. 

Training at 
Phnom Penh Bible College
Good training will provide a good 
theological foundation, appropriate 
motivation, and equip the workers 
with the skills needed to meet the tasks 
at hand. One of our primary challenges 
at PPBC is to develop our students’ 
love and competent use of Scripture. 
When I see them graduate, I can see the 
encouraging transformation that has 
occurred over the previous three years. 
They are able to express gospel truths 
that address the Khmer worldview, in 

Dave Painter writes about his work teaching at the Phnom Penh Bible College.

In the multi-religious nation of Cambodia... Phnom Penh Bible College equips Christian leaders... to proclaim the gospel and build the Khmer Church.
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This program should ensure that 
in the future there will be well 
trained Khmer Church leaders and 
theological trainers. Samnang is one 
of these graduates:

Samnang was a small boy when 
he first entered the refugee camps 
in Thailand. In the early 1990’s he 
returned to Cambodia, and came to 
study at PPBC. Upon completion of 
his studies he worked as a translator, 
and then went to study at Trinity Bible 
College in Singapore. In that time he 
got married to Sopheap who came to 
join him in Singapore for his final two 
years of study. 

“Good training will provide a 
good theological foundation, 
appropriate motivation, and 
equip the workers with the 

skills needed to meet the tasks 
at hand.”

In 2003 Samnang became a 
member of Faculty, and Head of Field 
Ministry. In June this year Samnang 
commenced studying a Master of 
Divinity at the Asian Theological 
Seminary in the Philippines. He 
will be the first of our graduates 
to undertake an internationally 

Dave and Leoni Painter have been in Cambodia with 
their children Joshua and Grace since early 2001.  
Dave teaches at the Phnom Penh Bible School.

Dave Painter writes about his work teaching at the Phnom Penh Bible College.

Raising up Cambodian leaders
The Khmer Rouge, one of the most lethal regimes of the 20th Century 
ruled Cambodia from 1975 to 1979. During its rule an estimated 1.7 million 
people died through execution, starvation and forced labour. The regime 
actively sought to eradicate religion and Christians have only been allowed 
to worship openly in Cambodia since 1990. In light of Cambodia’s history, 
mature leadership for communities and the Church is a great challenge. 
The loss of so many educated people under the Khmer Rouge regime and 
the dysfunctional society pushed many Cambodians into leadership before 
they were ready.

CMS missionaries such as Rolf Lepelaar and Dave Painter train church 
leaders at the Phnom Penh Bible School. Inpa Eliezer also serves in 
Theological Education by Extension with Wim Prins.

Other CMS missionaries train Christian community leaders to meet the 
physical and social needs of Cambodians. Ken Thompson works within 
a rural project training up agricultural facilitators and mentoring staff 
under his charge. Maaike Prins is the Project Director of the Sunshine 
Centre which was established to meet the needs of children who work on 
the streets of Phnom Penh. She leads and trains a committed Christian 
staff team, including Bonnie Lepelaar, offering love and hope to the 80 
children who attend daily. Vana Eliezer works at Phnom Penh University, 
developing relationships with students and staff and disciples people to 
see them well established in their faith.

accredited higher theological degree. 
We hope that this will adequately 
equip him to undertake a position of 
great responsibility in the guiding 
of theological training in Cambodia 
in the near future.

A student at Phnom Penh Bible College.


