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Thinking about serving somewhere else? Checkpoint asked CMS missionaries what advice they would give to people who are thinking of going.lives transformed in Renca Lesley Doy has been serving in Chile for nine years and in 2004 she started teaching English with the Anglican Church in Renca.  
She introduces us to three of her students.

At the age of 16 Miguel was part of 
a gang of about 300 young people 
in Santiago. He drank and took 

drugs and in his group he was respected as 
a person who did what he liked and dealt 
a mean blow.

His home life had been very difficult. 
His father was alcoholic and violent and as 
Miguel says, “There existed in our house 
a climate of fear and terror of the blows 
inflicted by my father and of the hysterical 
cries of my mother.”

Miguel’s parents were on the point of 
separating when they were invited by an 
uncle to participate in a Marriage Encounter 
weekend in the Anglican Church. They 
agreed to go on the condition that if it did 
not improve their relationship, the uncle 
would engage a lawyer to obtain a legal 
separation for them. “At the end of the four 
days my parents returned home changed 
people, openly demonstrating their love for 
each other,” said Miguel. “I couldn’t believe 
it. I remember my father broke every bottle 
of alcohol he found in the house.”

A year passed and Miguel continued 
to notice changes in his parents but he 
remained bitter and rebellious. He declined 
his parents’ invitations to go to church 
until one day he arrived home drunk and 
drugged and told them that he would go 
to a youth event. 

“Four people were there,” he said. “Two 
leaders and two young people and they 
treated us with affection to the point that 

MiguelViki

“With the help of the Lord we 
gradually matured and grew as a family, 
and in Christ,” she said.

Viki and Raul served as youth 
leaders and were later sent as part of 
a team to help pastor a new church, 
Buenas Nuevas. They were hard years. 
There was a lot to be done and they 
had no formal leadership training, 
but they began to study the Bible 
systematically. 

“For some time Raul and I hoped 
for more formal preparation for the 
work to which we had been called. 
Last year we felt it was the Lord’s will 
for one of us to study full time in the 
Centre for Pastoral Studies (CEP) this 
year,” said Viki. “For economic reasons 
we decided it should be me. I applied 
and – praise God – I was accepted on a 
scholarship.On hearing the news Raul 
and I, along with our two children, 
wept all night with gratitude to the 
Lord”.

While Viki studies, Raul continues to 
lead Buenas Nuevas congregation. 

Lesley Doy says that this 
congregation is in one of the most 
dangerous parts of Renca and Viki and 
Raul’s ministry is costly in terms of 
time and energy. Please pray for Viki 
and Raul for the Lord’s enabling and 
endurance to see it through. 

“With the help of the Lord we 
gradually matured and grew as 

a family, and in Christ.”

When Viki was 12 years old 
her sister asked her to go 
to an outreach meeting for 

young people at the Anglican church 
in Renca. After hearing the message, 
Viki began to cry.

“I remember that something 
happened inside of me,” she said. “I 
don’t know if I was crying because 
I had found Jesus or because of all 
the problems we had at home at that 
time.”

Viki started going to church but 
she was very shy and it was two years 
before she had the courage to join the 
youth group. When she did she found a 
great sense of belonging. “But I confess 
it was the Bible as my companion and 
the work of the Holy Spirit over the 
years that changed me” she said.

At the youth group Viki met Raul 
and they married when Viki was 21. 
They had a son and a daughter and 
though the early years of marriage were 
not easy Viki and Raul recognised the 
need to keep changing and to put God 
at the centre of their lives.   

Inside one of the Renca church buildings.
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the idols. That year Pilar and René 
were baptised and later they were both 
confirmed. That was six years ago.

Pilar said, “Through study of the 
Bible God has taught me how wrong 
my former life was and what the Lord 
wanted of me. I have grown both 
spiritually and as a person. I trust in 
Christ and not in people to solve my 
problems and it is he who governs 
my life”.

Last year Pilar helped with the 
running of women’s groups, but has 
decided to concentrate on studying the 
Bible in more depth before taking on 
any further leadership roles.

I became very emotional when they sang 
a song of welcome to us”. 

So Miguel joined the youth group 
but it wasn’t until August 1997, at a café 
concert at church that Miguel came to 
know the Lord. “I was shown what Jesus 
had done for me, his sacrifice on the 
cross,” said Miguel. “I fell at his feet that 
same night, offering myself and my life 
to his service.”

Miguel said that there was no 
immediate radical change in his conduct, 
but he knew that inside he was a different 
person and over time the Lord changed 
Miguel’s behaviour through his word.

Miguel is now 26 and is active in 
ministry at his Renca church. He has been 
a youth leader and music leader and has 
served on Parish Council. He plays in a 
Christian band and has travelled outside 
Chile to share the gospel.

Now he is engaged to be married to 
Andrea this year and Lesley Doy says that 
Miguel and Andrea are one of the church’s 
brightest, most energetic and promising 
young couples. They have also been very 
good friends to her. 

Lesley says that Miguel’s story is very 
common in Renca but not all have happy 
endings.

Thinking about serving somewhere else? Checkpoint asked CMS missionaries what advice they would give to people who are thinking of going.lives transformed in Renca Lesley Doy has been serving in Chile for nine years and in 2004 she started teaching English with the Anglican Church in Renca.  
She introduces us to three of her students.

Pilar grew up in the north of 
Chile where she was brought up 
by nuns after her family broke 

up. As an adult she moved to Santiago 
to work, where she met and married 
René. She was very actively involved 
in the Catholic Church but she said 
that something always seemed to be 
lacking in her life. She made promises 
to numerous saints but this was not 
able to help her with problems such as 
marriage difficulties.

“Since these problems had not been 
resolved by my devotion to the saints 
I looked for solutions in other areas: 
Tarot, clairvoyance and magic. Finally 
I called a witch to cleanse each room 
in my house,” said Pilar. “I paid large 
sums of money for each spell that she 
cast. Meanwhile I continued in my 
prayers to the saints and brought more 
idols as well as articles of witchcraft into 
the house.”

Her marriage problems worsened, 
ending in violence and two separations. 
Margarita, a friend of Pilar’s had invited 
her to a Marriage Encounter weekend 
at the Anglican Church in Renca many 
times but Pilar had always refused. This 
time she was desperate. She asked René 
if he would go and he agreed.

“At the Encounter weekend I 
found Jesus and realised that’s what 
I had been searching for all my 
life. God showed us that there was 
hope for our marriage in him,” she 
said. The next day she threw out all 

“There existed in our house a 
climate of fear and terror  

of the blows inflicted by my father 
and of the hysterical cries  

of my mother.”

Pilar

““Through study of the Bible 
God has taught me how wrong 
my former life was and what 

the Lord wanted of me.”
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