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Privileged to serve 

She had done all her homework 
before she went to Tanzania but 
Amy Vink was still not prepared 
for the questions that came with 
serving and living amongst the 
poor.

We were just your average 
Australians, not wealthy and 
not ‘poor’. We came to Tanzania 

hoping to encourage the church here 
in their knowledge and understanding 
of God. We knew Tanzania was one of 
the poorest countries in the world. We 
read all the statistics, saw lots of photos 
and talked to current and returned 
missionaries and we were ready. What 
we couldn’t really understand until we 
got here though was the real impact 
poverty has, not only on those suffering 
but also on us, here to serve them.

Somehow over a 20-hour flight we 
suddenly became among the wealthiest 
people in a nation. Our home is not 
made of mud; our roof is solid – our 
discussion yesterday involved working 
out if a small mud building with tin 
roof – a sign of real wealth, can really be 
called a hut? We have a car like almost 
every Australian we know, however in 
our time here we have only ever met one 
Tanzanian who personally owns a car. 
Medically, our only real help is e-mail 
or travelling to Kenya – the next closest 
country from us, BUT they are options 
that we have. When rice goes from 50c 
to 60c per kilo in the dry season we are 
surprised at the market and yet we buy 
what we need. We do not go hungry. I 
had not anticipated the guilt I would 
feel preparing food for my children’s 
birthdays knowing that not so far ‘out 
there’ others were starving. 

 
 
 
 

Death still shocks us. We grew up 
believing the topic pretty much taboo, 
something to be avoided and not the 
inevitability that it is. I did not factor 
in my four-year old praying each night 
for family and friends back home to be 
safe and not to die, or asking me every 
time her brother has a temperature if he 
will die, because she knows and hears 
of many who do. By choice, we do not 
take books or snacks or drinks to church 
for the three to four hour service for 
our two-year old because many of the 
70 or so children there will not have 
eaten at all – we have that privilege to 
choose to go without. We were blessed 
to grow up where water, education and 
health are a right. Here they are merely 
a hope and the expectation is to live a 
hard life.

 
 

  
 
 

Yes we are wealthy, and with that 
comes guilt and loads of questions. How 
do we present the gospel to people we 
are so different from? Are we being all 
things to all men? Am I prepared to go 
hungry, without medical help and live 
in a hut – with or without a tin roof! 
In all honesty I don’t think I am and 
what does that say about my message 
and me? How do I break through the 
barriers to make real friendships that 

are not based on me being a bank? We 
cannot ignore the plight of those around 
us; their suffering and needs are real. As 
James (2:14-17) explains, my faith must 
be combined with deeds but how do I 
choose who and how to help? How do I 
guard my heart from being hardened in 
order to cope? What do I say to people 
who ask what they can send?  

Where to start?
Where do you start with a country that 
seems to need just about everything! 
Yes, the need is for teachers, doctors, 

Most Tanzanians get around by foot, bicycle or public transport.

Brie Vink and Teresa.
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 Tanzania Australia

Infant mortality rate (under 1 year old) per 1,000 live births 104 6

Under 5 mortality rate per 1,000 165 6

Net primary school enrolment/attendance (%) 49% 96%

Gross national income per capita (USD) 290  21 650 

% of population using adequate sanitation facilities 46% 100%

Number of phones per 100 population in 2002 3 118

Lifetime risk of maternal death 1 in 10 1 in 5800

Life expectancy at birth (years) 43 79

Adult prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS (15-49 yrs)     8.8%  0.1%

Privileged to serve 
Comparing Tanzania and Australia

Statistics from The State of the World’s Children Report, UNESCO, 2005 

Good news for the poor

When the first missionaries went to 
Tanzania at the end of the nineteenth 
century they started hospitals and 

schools and through these ministries they 
established a platform for preaching the 
gospel. 

Today the Anglican Church of Tanzania 
is still reaching the people of Tanzania with 
the gospel through caring and development 
ministries and invites CMS to send 
missionaries such as Bible and theology 
teachers as well as doctors, teachers, 
agriculturalists and other development 
workers to serve in its programs. 

All these compassionate ministries 
are taking place in the context of gospel 
proclamation. Anglican Church hospitals 
in Tanzania, for example, are expressing the 
kindness of God as they provide medical 
care for people but they are also employing 
Christian staff who are free to speak of 
Jesus, as well as evangelists whose job 
is to proclaim the gospel to patients and 
their families. Likewise Anglican schools 
and HIV/AIDS ministries combine Bible 
teaching with their programs aimed at 
alleviating poverty and suffering. 

In a context where many people 
often experience real hunger or lack the 
opportunity for education or die young 
from preventable diseases the Anglican 
Church of Tanzania can’t and doesn’t ignore 
the physical needs of the people it serves 
amongst. But it also can’t and doesn’t ignore 
their need to hear the message that offers 
hope that lasts through Jesus.

CMS is pleased to work in partnership 
with the Anglican Church in Tanzania. With 
them we are proclaiming the gospel and 
serving God’s people around the world to 
see lives transformed by Christ.

by Ashleigh Hooker
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agriculturalists and other development 
workers to help relieve the suffering and 
that is part of our Christian obligation 
and we should be sending them, but 
along with that what they long for is 
hope – hope that things won’t always be 
this way, that suffering isn’t all that life 
holds for them and that death isn’t the 
end. And once again I see how privileged 
we are to be able to come and help them 
understand more the person of Christ, 
the sure hope of their hearts – the one 
who came that we may have life to the 
full (John 10:10). 

So we too, with our Tanzanian 
friends and fellow workers live for the 
day when “He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes and there will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away” 
(Revelation 21:4). Does that mean I have 
all the answers to living among poverty 
everyday? Not even close. But maybe 
struggling with the questions isn’t such 
a bad thing either!

Brie Vink and Teresa.

Lily Vink with a Tanzanian friend, on the shores of Lake Victoria.

Amy and Jono Vink are 
serving in the Diocese of 
Mara, in Tanzania.


