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Here in Acts 2:42 is a picture of the first 
church: a fellowship of believers who reflect 

God’s character and demonstrate God’s 
kingdom on earth. 

Sometimes church planting is the transplanting of a ‘cutting’ 
from some foreign church; much better is the sowing of a seed 

that grows in local soil

GH: Why does CMS believe church is 
such an integral part of God’s mission 
around the world?

JT: As the Bible describes it, ‘church’ 
is the people of God in the world, 
to whom God has committed the 
business of sharing the good news of 
Jesus. This good news – this gospel 
– transforms people’s lives in the 
present, and for eternity. This puts the 
Church in the frontline of good news 
by anyone’s definition.

The ‘church principle’ is that God calls 
his people together to be accountable 
to each other in love and service, and 
to mobilise our varying gifts so that we 

can serve people and help transform 
lives and communities. This is what 
happens when the Church declares to 
the world that there is one God and 
one Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

GH: In five words, could you sum up 
God’s plan for his Church? 

JT: Five words? Let’s say: ‘introduce 
Jesus to the world’. 

GH: Well, if our task is to ‘introduce 
Jesus to the world’, how is CMS 
actively involved in this?

JT: Together we work in church-
based ministry in a variety of ways. 

We emphasise our commitment to 
the fundamentals of sound theology 
and good leadership. We invest people 
in gospel proclamation, leadership 
training, international church ministry 
and discipleship: many of the same 
practices that go on in our Church 
here in Australia. Within each of these 
practices, of course, it’s so important 
to distinguish the gospel – the good 
news – from the form in which it is 

expressed. A wise saying from years 
ago says: “Please bring us the gospel in 
seed form so we can plant it in local soil 
and let it grow up into a native tree.”

GH: That’s an interesting quote; the 
imagery of gardening is often used in 
talk about mission. What is meant by 
the term ‘church planting’?

JT: The ‘church planting’ term is used 
a lot. Sometimes church planting is 
the transplanting of a ‘cutting’ from 
some foreign church; much better is 
the sowing of a seed that grows in local 
soil into a local expression of the body 
of Christ, with a vision to spread the 
word further.

GH: So why is this vision to spread the 
word further so important?

JT: There are so many people in our 
world who do not know, or even have 
access to, the truth of the gospel – 
the Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist 
religious blocs, to name a few. It’s also 
clear that the Church is in decline in 
the traditionally Christian West, and 
this situation has given rise to a major 
shift in Christianity’s centre of gravity. 
Now the most common Christian 
profile in the world is black African, 
followed closely by Asian. 

The missionary movement now has a 
much broader base, with Christians in 
almost every part of the world taking 
the command of Jesus seriously: 
whoever you are, wherever you go, or 
stay, as a follower of Christ you are his 
representative. 

The value of partnership in this effort 
is as crucial now as it always has been. 
This is why the vision of CMS is to 
see God’s Church growing in all the 
world, as lives and communities are 
transformed by Christ.

1. See “A Change of Direction for Worldwide Mission?” on p 19.

For many of us the term ‘church’ conjures up images of pulpits, 
pews and prayers. Everything from traditionalism to pumping 
music and strange languages sweeps across our minds as we try 

to articulate all that is encompassed in our understanding of church.  

When we try to define church, often we struggle to think of the 
essentials separate from our own cultural interpretation. So if we want 
a core definition, it’s useful to go back to basics and see what the Bible 
says about the topic.

The church members in Acts 2:42 devoted themselves to the 
koinonia – fellowship, sharing, participation and contribution. Here is  
a picture of the first church: a fellowship of believers who reflect  
God’s character and embody God’s kingdom on earth. 

This describes all of us who are committed to Christ, and it includes 
CMS missionaries serving around the world. Working in partnership 
with local churches and Christian organisations, they carry an invitation 
into the koinonia, God’s fellowship.

So when we talk about church, church-based ministry and church 
planting, what do we actually mean? And how do these elements 
translate across cultures?

CMS-A Communications Coordinator Gretel Hawtrey chats with 
John Thew to tackle some of these questions.
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