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Bible course takes off in Latin America

W     hen Grahame and Patty 
Scarratt first went to Chile 
in 1980 they never intended 

to introduce a new Bible course to Latin 
America. Under God, it just sort of 
happened and they never anticipated 
the impact it would have.

It all started when Enrique Lago, 
a trainee pastor, moved from Santiago 
to Temuco for two years to train with 
Grahame in the mid 1980s. Enrique 
was working through a program that 
was not stretching him and so he asked 
the Scarratts what else he could study. 
Grahame translated some of the lessons 
from the Moore College Preliminary 
Theological Certificate (PTC) course 
and Enrique found them really helpful. 
Soon others were interested in studying 
so the Scarratts started the first PTC 
class in Chile.

The Scarratts returned to Australia 
from 1987-1993 and the use of the 
courses petered out for a few years. But 
when they returned Enrique asked them 
to run the PTC courses again. By this 
time he was the head of the Theological 
Education Commission. The Scarratts 
started up with one student in Viña del 
Mar and again the courses took off. 
Within two terms there were 50 people 
studying. 

“The hunger for people to study 
the scriptures was amazing,” said Patty. 
“They would tell their friends about it. 
Biblical Theology brings people alive 
with the scriptures. The Bible lives. It 
makes sense.”

The Scarratts were especially excited 
to see the impact of the scriptures on 
people’s lives. One of the students came 
from a dysfunctional family and was 
starting to follow his father’s patterns. 
He said, “Every time I do a course it 
changes our family life.” 

Another  man,  Juan Carlos 
Chamorro started doing the courses 
and said “I thought I knew the Bible. I 
was brought up in a pastor’s home but 
I’d become blasé with it. But now I really 
feel I’ve studied the Bible”. He’s now 
got his Theological Certificate and as 
well as being a dentist he is a part-time 
assistant pastor at his church. 

The Scarratts observed a hunger for 
God’s word in many people in Chile and 
not just in the context of PTC courses. 
At a follow up to a Marriage Encounter 
course one 62 year-old woman who 
had never read the Bible asked Patty 
if she could join a Bible study group 
that was on the following week. Five 
other women in the room asked if they 
could go too.

The 62 year-old bought herself a 
Bible and showed up at the Scarratts three 
days before the study group because she 
couldn’t wait to get started.

“She has really gone on in leaps and 
bounds,” said Patty. “And there’s lots of 
stories like that.”

There are about 300 people studying 
PTC at the moment in Chile and 
more than 600 students registered 
in the course’s database. The PTC 
has been used to train pastors in the 
Anglican Church although this has been 
augmented by the establishment of the 
Centre for Pastoral Studies (CEP) in 
Santiago. While the CEP has taken over 
the role of training pastors, there is still 
a need to train up biblically literate lay 
people equipped to exercise ministry 
in churches.

“It’s been really incredible to see 
how the Lord has changed so many 

“It’s been really incredible to 
see how the Lord has changed 
so many people and changed 

the focus of a lot of the 
churches”

Grahame and Patty with PTC students in Peru.

Grahame leads a PTC class.
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people and changed the focus of a lot 
of the churches,” Grahame and Patty 
said. “We’re seeing pastors who have a 
much more biblical focus.”

The Scarratts receive many inquiries 
from the Spanish PTC website from 
people all over Latin America. There are 

in the next few months. Other titles 
in the pipeline include The How and 
Why of Love by Michael Hill, Preaching 
the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture and 
The Gospel in Revelation by Graeme 
Goldsworthy.

Please pray with the Scarratts

 That God will continue to be 
merciful to the people of Latin 
America and not take his word and 
Spirit from them. 

 That God continues to give 
people a thirst for reading and 
obeying his word. 

 For someone to work with the 
Scarratts and eventually replace 
them.

 For wisdom in ordering their 
priorities and dealing in areas where 
they feel totally inadequate. 

 For their ministry trip to Latin 
America from February to May.

about 100 people studying in Argentina, 
Peru, Mexico and Puerto Rico, as well 
as a few in the USA. Grahame and Patty 
are also setting up the infrastructure 
to see the accreditation of the courses 
towards a Bachelor of Biblical Studies 
degree from the FLET University in 
Miami. When this happens it will open 
up the material for a whole new group 
of students.

Alongside this Grahame and Patty 
are working on the publication of 
Spanish books that can be used with the 
courses. Graeme Goldsworthy’s Gospel 
and Kingdom is expected to be published 
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The  (CEP) or Centre for Pastoral 
Studies, celebrated its first graduation 
in December with five students 

receiving their Bachelor of Theology.

Now two years old, the CEP was 
established to provide training for people 
working in the Anglican Church in Chile. 
There is a desperate shortage of trained 
Anglican pastors in the country. There are only 
32 pastors for the church’s 100 congregations 
and of these, only a small number have had 
the opportunity of full time study. The CEP 
graduates are helping the situation with four 
already in the process of taking up pastoral 
ministries in churches around the country.

From small beginnings the CEP is 
growing. Ten new students started in March 
and four students are continuing their second 
year of study. This year, CMS missionaries 
Michael Charles and Tim Swan have joined 
the teaching team of Principal Cesar Guzman, 
SAMS-UK missionary John Cobb and CMS 
missionary Frances Cook. 

Paulina Royo Sepúlvelda has also joined 
the CEP staff. She graduated at the top of 
the class last year and is running the library 
as well as helping Michael and Tim with 
translation and helping the students with 
their studies. 

With all these extra people around, the 
CEP is extending. Until the beginning of 
the year it shared facilities with the Diocesan 
offices and conditions were very cramped. 
Some of the Greek classes were conducted 
in a kitchen. Now the Diocese has moved 
to new offices and the CEP has sole use 
of the premises. “It will still not be large,” 
said Frances. “But will certainly be a vast 
improvement on the previous situation.”

Frances asks for prayer for the ministry of 
the CEP. “Pray for all those who are studying 
and teaching the Bible; that the Living Word 
would be obviously written in our lives and 
hearts by the Holy Spirit.”

Grahame and Patty 
Scarratt are CMS 
Associates and as 
such their financial 
s u p p o r t  i s 
independent 
of CMS. 

PTC course books in Spanish.

training 
pastors  
at the CEP

Women from the Centre for Pastoral Studies (CEP) get together over cake and coffee.


