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church planting in Antofagasta

Moving from a school to a hotel 
to its own site, Bruce and Bron 
Hallyburton’s church is building 
itself a new home.

In 1997 we moved from Concepción 
to Antofagasta to establish a 
Spanish–speaking congregation 

and to pastor a small English-speaking 
one. Visiting preachers had been taking 
services in a school and had opened 
up contacts. In 1996 Pablo and Pamela 
Zavala had started a house group that 
met on Sundays in their flat. We joined 
them in 1997 and for the first 12 months 
we met in a school for weekly Sunday 
services. The average attendance in 
the first four months was nine adults 
and nine children, including seven 
Hallyburtons and three Zavalas! We 
then moved to a rented room at a hotel, 
where we met for five years. In 1999 
Amy Haigh, a SAMS UK missionary 
joined us.

From our general giving, plus funds 
that had been put aside from the sale of 
St Saviour’s British chaplaincy church 
in 1971, the church was able to buy a 
site in June 2001. We moved our Sunday 
meetings to the site in March 2003. 

A lightweight construction was 
put up for shade – it never rains in 
Antofagasta! The sunlight is very bright 
and we live in a high UV zone, so sun 
cream and dark glasses are essential. 
A container was purchased to store 

chairs and tables for use on Sundays 
and a portable toilet was installed. 
Sunday services at our site have been 
encouraging and we have now grown 
to an average attendance of 26 adults 
and 12 children. These include people 
employed in mining, teachers, doctors, 
engineers and business people. Some 
are from Antofagasta, whilst others, 
like Alejandro, who arrived three weeks 
ago, have come to northern Chile to 
work in mining-related industries. 
Alejandro and his wife Rossana were 
converted through the Anglican 
Marriage Encounter ministry. Because 
Alejandro’s employer moved him 
suddenly, Rossana and their children 
will continue in Santiago for some time 
–  not an uncommon situation.

Our open-air services feature 
lots of singing and a Sunday school 
programme. We’ve even had the 
occasional barbecue on the site. We 
aim to get as many people as possible 
committed to a weekly Bible study 
fellowship group, which will strengthen 
their faith and our growth in unity.

Ready to build
By September 2004 we were ready to 
begin constructing the church building. 
This was great because we had been 
looking forward to it and saving up for 
it for a long time. By February 2005 

the first stage was complete, including 
the foundations, walls and floor. This 
cost more than we expected because 
the foundations of adjacent properties 
had to be reinforced. The good thing 
is that the most important part of the 
building has been done well. Now we 
face the challenge of pressing on with 
the building project, the next stage 
being the roof.

Would it have been possible to have 
come this far without God’s support? 
We are very thankful that we were able 
to pay the 44 million pesos, for the 
first stage, without any bank loan. We 
do not know how he will provide the 
finances for the rest, but we believe 
that he will.

We are called to walk by faith. We 
believed that God would open the 
way for us in Antofagasta, so we came 
here. Sermons are preached believing 
that God will use his word to bring 
people to faith. Bible study groups are 
established, believing that faith will be 
strengthened and growth in knowledge 
of God will take place. Children are 
taught the scriptures, believing that 
faith will be born and grow. Pray that 
we will not be put off but continue to 
trust God and believe that the church 
will grow and the building project be 
completed.

The church at Antofagasta is a building site. Here church members are built up they study God’s word.

Sunday School meets under a temporary shelter.


