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speaking, because I always went well 
at uni. But I’d never written an essay 
in Spanish in my life!   My first essay 
ever was my essay in my first year of 
Moore. Well, I wasn’t the best student 
at Moore, but praise the Lord that at 
the end, I got my Bachelor of Divinity 
and I’m doing my Masters now. It  
was very humbling to just give all the 
glory to God.

Mecka: I have gained a lot of 
leadership ability and theological 
and biblical knowledge which I 
think is more advanced than what 
I had previously. I’ve learnt a lot 
about the nature and ministry of 
the Church because of being in the 
wider context of the Church, not a 
local church in Tanzania.  

CP: Studying in a foreign country is quite 
different from studying in your home 
nation. What are some of the challenges 
you have faced?

Mecka: Although we knew English 
before we came, the way we used 
it was influenced by our Swahili 
background. In Swahili, we use the 
word ‘sorry’ for sympathizing with 
someone. But here, many people use 
the word ‘sorry’ for apologizing. So 

Tanzania at St. Philip’s Kongwa in 
Dodoma, then I worked as a pastor 
for a few years and now I’m here.

CP: What have you learnt during your time 
studying?  

Dagmar: I think in Australia we 
have seen God working and taking 
care of us. We have learnt things in 
lectures but experiencing coming 
here with no family around, not 
knowing the language, and just having 
to trust that God is in control and he 
always has been and we can put our 
lives in God’s hand. I think for me 
that has been the most important 
thing – just experiencing God’s 
presence and care for us and how he 
provides. 

Pato: It has been a very humbling 
experience. We were very active in 
our local church then we walked into 
this new context where we weren’t 
familiar with anything. Dagmar 
didn’t have much English. My spoken 
English was dodgy. My written 
English was very dodgy. My reading 
was good, and that’s it. Or I thought 
it was good until I started to read 
some German theologians in English. 
It was humbling, too, academically 

training for ministry

Checkpoint: Why did you decide to 
train for Christian ministry?

Pato: When I became a Christian, 
I thought OK, I love the Lord, we’ll 
devote ourselves to be committed 
church members. I’ll be a business-
man like my father and earn a lot 
of money so I can contribute a 
lot of money to the church. But 
then our Bishop spoke to us about 
this generous offer from CMS 
and Moore College giving us a 
scholarship to come and study. And 
I think he said something like ‘no 
pressure, but it’s you or no one 
because we don’t have anyone else 
to send’. It’s really hard in Chile to 
find Christians who come from a 
well educated tertiary background 
to study overseas and survive. So 
we said OK but the plan was that 
after three years we would go back 
to Chile, I’d be a businessman part 
time to support us, and then give 
the rest of the time to lecturing in 
a Bible college. But God worked in 
me, convicting me and changing my 
heart so I could put my trust not 
in my bank account but in him. So 
we accepted our Bishop’s request 
to study for five years and go back 
to Chile to serve full time. 

Mecka: I was a secondary school 
English and Swahili teacher.  After my 
teaching experience, I had a feeling 
that God was calling me to teach 
his people and focus on teaching 
Christians rather than teaching at 
local schools. So, I decided to ask 
the Diocesan Council to ask my 
Bishop if I could go to a theological 
college to have some training. The 
Diocesan Council  through my 
Bishop approved that. I studied in 
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sometimes, when I want to express 
my sympathy, I might say ‘sorry’ and 
an Australian English speaker will say 
‘it’s not your fault’. 

Dagmar: It has been challenging to 
be able to communicate to others where 
we come from, what are we going to 
be doing and how our church reality is 
so different from Australia.  If people 
don’t know about our limited resources 
in the Church in Chile it’s because they 
haven’t had the opportunity to hear, 
so it is certainly a challenge to us to 
communicate to others the needs that 
we have in Chile, and challenge them 
that maybe they can help.

CP: Pato, you will finish studying at the 
end of this year and Mecka a few years after 
that. What are your current plans for when 
you return?

Pato: The plan is to teach one or two 
days per week at the Centre for Pastoral 
Studies (CEP) in Santiago.  Chile’s big 
need is not only to train pastors, but 
also to plant churches among people 
in the middle to upper class. So our 

...and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace.

Bishop wants us to join the second 
biggest Anglican church in Chile (at 
Vina del Mar) which was planted by 
SAMS-UK missionaries, and is being 
handed over to a Chilean pastor  because 
the missionary is retiring.  Our Bishop 
wants me to assist the transition as 
this missionary has been there for 15 
years and he is well loved. The change 
could be massive and hard to take for 
the congregation, so we’ll be there to 
assist  the transition while we raise and 
train a team to do a church plant. 

Mecka: My Bishop and the Diocesan 
Council think I will be doing more 
teaching ministry – teaching theology 
either in a Bible college or a new 
university recently opened in Dodoma.  
I will focus on teaching leaders, so up to 
this moment that’s what I’m focusing 
on in my studies.  

Pray

 for Pato and Mecka as they balance 
 their studies with caring for their wives  
 and children.

 as Pato and Dagmar prepare to return 
to Chile in early February 2007, pray 
that they will make the most of the 
rest of their time in Australia and 
whilst they will miss the friends they 
have made, ask that they would be 
content returning to Chile.

 that Mecka will continue to learn   
 many helpful things at college and

through his interaction with churches 
and friends, so he may be equipped for 
his future ministry in Tanzania.

 that more people would consider 
going overseas to places like South 
America and East Africa. Pray for the 
Ogunde family and the Oyarzun 
family as they challenge people to 
open their eyes and share the needs 
of the Church overseas.

Pato Oyarzun studying New Testament Greek. 


