


Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so 
that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ ... 

Colossians 4:2―3

Every page of the scriptures is soaked 
in references to prayer – the very heart 
of our relationship with God (see  
pp 4–5). And quite often (as here), 
as well as being encouraged to 
pray generally, we’re asked to pray 
specifically for the spread of the 
gospel. Prayer is not just at the heart 
of our relationship with God, but also 
at the heart of mission. This is why, 
as CMS supporters, we’re urged to 
PRAY CARE GIVE GO.

But how can we challenge ourselves 
in our prayer lives, ask God to keep 
our commitment growing through 
the good times and the bad?

Well . . .  why not look to CMS 
missionaries for some inspiration? 
They face the same struggles as every 
Christian, but as they live and work 
in another culture they encounter a 
whole new set of challenges.

When Amy Vink was diagnosed 
with cancer, not only did she face a 
gruelling round of medical treatment, 

but she also had to uproot her family 
and move them to the other side of 
the world. Yet through this experience 
God used the prayers of the CMS 
family to bless her, and used her to 
bless her Tanzanian brothers and 
sisters (pp 6–7).

On pp 8–9 missionaries from all over 
the world offer a range of inspiring 
insights about prayer. Sarah Sholl 
(Mexico) shares a story of answered 
prayer; Pam Lake (Syria) sees prayer as 
her ‘life buoy’, while Helen Hoskins 
(Tanzania) describes a day in her life 
and how prayer got her through. 
Lastly, there are some practical tips 
on how CMS can help you pray for 
mission, no matter where you live in 
Australia (p 12).

And of course, you can keep praying 
all year long using the prayer points 
in our 2011 calendar. I pray that this 
issue of Checkpoint will help all of us 
play our part in seeing ‘the mystery of 
Christ’ proclaimed!
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WHaT IS PraYer? 
“In my name” 

When I served with CMS in Pakistan, 
I worked with a man named Punjo. 
He grew to be a key figure in the 
rural conference centre I was involved 
with in the Sindh region – making 
arrangements, finding tradesmen, 
collecting people and provisions, doing 
banking and paying bills.

When he first started the job, I went 
with him to the bank and to each shop, 
introducing him and saying, “This is 
my man – he comes in my name.”

This is not too different from Jesus’ 
saying to his followers: “You may ask me 
for anything in my name ...” (John 14:14). 
Here he was, inviting his friends into 
his plans for the world, investing them 
with his authority, and calling them to 
be partners in his work. 

Prayer is less about asking God to open 
his treasure store to satisfy the needs we 
see in the world, and more about seeing 
the world through his eyes. It’s about 
spending time with God, bringing the 
troubles and desires of our hearts into 
the light of his will and power.

But there is a dilemma.

A subversive act
Before Jesus chose the inner 12 to 
be with him, he prayed earnestly to 
his Father in heaven. Was his prayer 
answered? All 12 ended up betraying 
him at various times, but for Judas, 
who did not return, that betrayal led 

John Thew invites us to go deeper in understanding this 
most fundamental of Christian activities .. .

to the cross and salvation for all who 
will believe. 
Between the “ask me for anything in my 
name . . .” and the Judas betrayal, Jesus 
again prayed earnestly as he faced the 
prospect of the cross. He cried, “Father 
. . .  not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 
22:42).
Is this the right way? Is this necessary? 
Is there no other way? Theologian Ray 
Anderson reminds us: “Prayer is not 
a means of removing the unknown 
and unpredictable elements in life, 
but rather a way of including them in 
the outworking of the grace of God in 
our lives.”1 
Prayer is a subversive act performed  
in a world that constantly calls faith into 
question, comments Philip Yancey.2 

This advances prayer to the front line, 
rather than leaving it as some sort of 
‘behind the scenes’ support activity. 
Prayer is no less than working with 
God against the attempts of the evil 
one to subvert or nullify or discredit 
his kingdom. 

Defying the status quo
Jesus’ parable of the persistent widow 
(Luke 18:1–8) opens another window 
on prayer. This wronged woman 
refuses to accept her unjust situation. 
Despite discouragements, she persists 
with her case, rejecting what is clearly 
not right.
This supplicant does not surrender her 
trust in the power of God to change 

minds, lives and the world. She does 
not give up or acquiesce. She stays on 
the case. 
To pray declares that God and his world 
are at cross-purposes – not to pray is to 
say that we are not convinced it will 
make any difference, writes David 
Wells.3 This is not primarily a problem 
of practice – weak wills, insipid desires, 
ineffective techniques, wandering 
minds – but of our beliefs about the 
nature of God and his relationship to 
the world. 

Working with God
The cross is the ultimate reminder 
that God’s ways are not man’s ways, 
and prayer is not a broad gateway to 
painless blessing. When Jesus invites us 
to ‘ask him for anything in his name’, 
he is calling us to pray with him, at the 
cross, daily.
Certainly God already knows our 
needs – and the outcome of our 
prayers. But this takes us back to the 
beginning: Jesus’ call to pray is God’s 
inviting us into his heart and vision and 
work, allowing us to share with him in 
the cosmic struggle that is still playing 
out in the time between the cross and 
judgment. 
Prayer is not eternal, so while it is still 
‘day’ we must persist in this God-given 
work. And we should expect that the 
older we get, the better we will get at 
praying, as we grow more and more 
mature in the Lord.

• Bring before God each 
member of the CMS family — 
supporters, mission personnel 
and international partners — 
and ask him to guide them to a 
deeper understanding of prayer 
and its role in his worldwide 
mission.

PRAY
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1. Ray Anderson, The Gospel According to Judas (Helmer & Howard, Colorado Springs, 1991).
2. Philip Yancey, Prayer: Does it Make Any Difference? (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 2006), p 43.
3. David Wells, ‘Prayer: Rebellion Against the Status Quo’ (Perspectives journal, Reformed Church Press, Grand Rapids,1997).

John Thew is the Federal  
Secretary of CMS-Australia.
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for prayer. I emailed her about my 
dilemma and she prayed.
About two weeks later, Adriana – a 
good Christian friend here – told me 
that she had worked out how to make 
time to run an evangelistic Bible study 
group. I was so excited by the way God 
could find solutions I didn’t even think 
were possible! And he uses the prayers 
of others to make it happen.
So in due time, I invited my friends, 
Adriana led the studies, and we met in 
my house to study the book of Mark.
A wonderful partnership involving 
many members of the body – brought 
about through prayer!

Among many other things, Sarah is building 
relationships with local women, while 
husband Peter serves as the Director of Moore 
College en Latinoamérica (MOCLAM), 
providing Bible courses in Spanish by 
correspondence.

People I Prayed With 
Today
by Helen Hoskins in Tanzania

7 October 2010
6am
A cup of tea and quiet prayer as I 
meditate on Psalm 107:29–30: He stilled 
the storm to a whisper . . .  and he guided them 
to their desired haven. 

7.30am
Morning prayers with the students at 
the Girls’ Brigade (GB) Centre. We are 
reading Daniel 3 this week. We pray 
that even in the fiery furnace we will 
come out as gold. 

Midday
Morning tea with Esta and Rejina. As 
usual we read the Bible and pray. 

2pm
Called to an extraordinary staff–
student meeting at the GB Centre. A 
conflict has arisen, and strong words 
are spoken in anger and tears, mostly 
due to unintentional offences. We 
conclude at 3pm with prayer and 

   God Found a Way
     by Sarah Sholl in Mexico

I had a few non-Christian women I 
really wanted to ask to read the Bible 
with me. But my Spanish was still 
embarrassingly painful – for them 
and for me! I couldn’t see how I could 
make it work.
Just at this time a Facebook friend 
from one of our link churches got in 
touch. She was doing Year 12 exam 
supervision and had lots of time 

Sarah Sholl and a friend on 
an outing 

words from Colossians 3: forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
Then in my office I talk and pray 
individually with two of those involved 
– tears, sorrow and repentance.

4pm
At home Katherine has arrived to see 
me. Her daughter had a baby last year 
after being raped by her headmaster. 
But today Katherine’s concern is for 
her son, who has swelling and pain in 
his head and his eye. Two visits to the 
hospital have brought no relief. As we 
talk and pray she weeps in her distress.

5pm
I visit Miriam. Her son Paulo is severely 
disabled. Miriam is unable to leave him 
and gets little respite. Her devotion to 
him is so courageous, but as we start to 
pray she breaks down. In her sorrow, 
she is encouraged by those who pray 
for Paulo in his great suffering.

6pm
Back home to find Mary waiting for 
me. She has just moved into a new 

house. We thank God for his help. 
Then Monika arrives to show me her 
application form for her secondary 
school entrance exam and we pray 
together about that.

7pm
All day I have been praying for Marki, 
in hospital for chemotherapy. Now 
I’m able to ring and find out how he is. 
After two days in hospital he is strong 
enough to have the treatment, but is 
suffering greatly. I speak to his son 
Joseph, who himself has cerebral palsy. 
Mama Joseph cares for them both with 
great devotion.

9pm
A final cup of tea and time of quietness. 
It has been an intense day, sitting 
with so many people in deep distress. 
Tonight I read Habakkuk 3:17–18. 
And pray again for each of them, that 
Though the fig tree does not bud . . .  yet we 
can all rejoice in the Lord and be joyful in 
God our Saviour.

Helen’s many ministries include her role as 
Secretary of Girls’ Brigade Tanzania.

Helen Hoskins at 
a Girls’ Brigade 
conference in 
Malaysia
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Peter and Lyndy Berthon write 
from the Northern Territory:Praise God for the first ever Roper 

River region Yangbala Kemp (Youth 
Camp), held from 5 to 10 July! We 
were blown away to see a group of 
younger leaders come together with 
43 youth to learn about Jesus in a fun, 
organised way.

God was very gracious in solving all 
the problems that arose beforehand 
– including having the bus we were 
hoping for smashed by a buffalo, and a 
cyclone flood access to our site until a 
few weeks beforehand! He also solved 
all the problems after that:

• The younger leaders (Marlene, 
Darren, Jojo and Craig, and Mandy 
from Numbulwar) gave most talks: 
verses from Colossians in the 
morning and a gospel story at 
night. The message was very clear: 
everything is made by and for Jesus, 
and he has gained victory over sin 
and evil spirits through the cross. 
Most teens learnt the Kriol memory 
verse (Colossians 2:6–7) off by heart.

• Each of the younger leaders led a 
small group to teach youth how to 
read the Bible when they returned 
home.

• There were four teams, and teens 
won points for their team by helping 
with the cooking.

• Incredibly, all the teens who came 
joined in the whole program!

• There was a feeling of joy and 
celebration the whole week among 
both leaders and youth.

This is our fifth year living in Arnhem 
Land. The longer we are here the 
more fruit we see. There is no way 

we could have coordinated Yangbala 
Kemp if God had not placed us here 
for a number of years.

It has given us time to try different 
kinds of youth ministry on a smaller 
scale. And the networks we have 
built have been crucial. Ruth Brigden 
was invaluable in her insights into 
Aboriginal people and culture. The 
connection with our old church, 
Northmead Anglican, enabled four 
great youth leaders to come and run 
Bible games and bonding activities.

But above all, being here for five years 
has enabled us to build relationships 
and train the younger leaders who 
gave most of the talks and who 
helped make most of the decisions. 
It has been a blessing to train people 
by living alongside them in their 
faithfulness, flowerings, failures, 
fights, forgivenesses and frustrations 
with the Federal Government. We are 
thankful to CMS for the wise policy of 
sending people long-term. 

Praise God for our five years in 
Ngukurr!

If you live in WA, 
encourage your church to 

print copies of PRAY CARE 
GIVE GO each month, go 

to CMS@PRAYER (held in 
March and November), or 
check out www.cms.org.au/
branch/wa/prayer-groups.

If you live in 
South Australia or 

the Northern Territory, 
get some tips for your church at 

www.cms.org.au/branch/sa/nt/sa-
churches, join a prayer group for your link 

missionary, or go to a Focus Evening (see the TOP 
TIP from David Williams, below).

If you live in Queensland or northern 
NSW, local prayer groups include the 
Thai-Burma Prayer Group and the Nepal 
Prayer Group, and there’s a weekly prayer 
time during Ramadan at the CMS office in 
Brisbane.
If you live in NSW or the ACT, be part of 
Prayer Focus at the beginning of March and 
kick off the new CMS March Mission Month 
with your church, your small group, or 
individually. 

If you live in Victoria, read the monthly 
prayer article in Branch Matters, and get new 
prayer points weekly at cms.org.au/vic, or 
have them delivered straight to your inbox.

If you live in Tasmania, there are several prayer 
gatherings held each month in different parts 
of the State and a Monthly Prayer Focus (simpler 
than the monthly prayer points), to encourage 
you to pray weekly around a particular theme. 
(Monthly prayer points are also available for 
those who want them.)

aLL OVer aUSTraLIa . . .
• Prayer is an integral part of every CMS event, 
from summer conferences to missionary visits to 
your church’s small groups.

• Join CMS and receive an annual Prayer Diary, 
with monthly or bimonthly prayer updates sent 
out by mail (or email in many States).

• Sign up to receive monthly prayer points 
and quarterly newsletters from individual 
missionaries.

• Pray during Ramadan using the 30 Days of 
Prayer for the Muslim World booklet, promoted by 
CMS.

• The CMS website, Checkpoint and other 
publications will help inform your prayers.

IN YOUr area . . .

Children Can be  
Prayer Warriors Too

Each year CMS produces a wonderful 
booklet titled Pray Around the World. In 
a fun and informative way, Pray Around 
the World focuses on several countries, 
their people and the missionaries who 
serve among them. It’s a great tool for 
children to use themselves, but also 
good as a companion for family prayer 
times. The best thing about Pray Around 
the World is that it encourages children, 
parents and grandparents to be people 
of prayer – to pray to our heavenly 
Father, who is vitally concerned for the 
people of every nation, language and 
people.

Steve Pivetta
former General Secretary, CMS-WA

Give Prayer Meetings a revamp
Sadly, prayer meetings are the lowest 
priority for many Christians – bringing 
memories  of  awkward s i lences 
punctuated by boring monologues. Try 
a rebrand – such as ‘The China Focus 
Evening’ – and let your youth group 
organise it. Feature a Skype chat to 
your link missionary, and use colourful 
banners and lanterns. Deliver two or 
three short talks on aspects of the Church 
in China, interspersed with prayer, 
scripture readings and songs. Provide 
pertinent dot points with a theme for 
each prayer session. A good MC is vital. 
Finish off with a shared supper. Oh, and 
don’t forget to pray in all the organising!
 
David Williams
Regional Director, CMS-SA/NT

Make a Missionary a Member  
of your Bible Study Group

Small Bible study groups are a vital 
part of life for many Christians. Why 
not invite your link missionary to be a 
member of your group – not just for a 
week when they visit your church, but all 
year round? One of your group members 
can be your missionary’s ‘stand-in’. They 
can share the missionary’s prayer points 
when they share their own, bring their 
laptop so you can write a group email, 
remind the group of your missionary’s 
birthday and even bring supper on behalf 
of your missionary one week. (They’ll 
need to get some recipes from your 
missionary beforehand!) Next time your 
missionary visits in person they will come 
as someone you know and love – rather 
than the ‘overseas stranger’.

Mark Fairhurst 
Mission Education, CMS-NSW/ACTDon’t know what to pray? Go to www.cms.org.au/get-involved/pray/church or 

download ‘How to Pray for Missionaries’ from www.cms.org.au/resources/church.

(This is just a fraction of 
what’s happening in your 
area – so contact your 
nearest CMS branch to find 
out more.)

Peter and others training and planning for the Kemp Marlene’s Bible study group wrestling with Colossians

Fun cake making



After the publication 
of the Winter 2010 
issue of Checkpoint, 
CMS received some 
fascinating information 
from Evangel ine 
Galettis, the Archivist at 
St Catherine’s School 
Waverley (NSW):
Miss Faith Patterson (Headmistress 1955 to 1987) 
recently drew my attention to your newsletter 
Checkpoint, containing an article called ‘CMS 
Products Travel Far and Live Long’, written by Ruth 
Colman about a photo frame carved in the Dodanduwa 
Trade School in Sri Lanka set up by missionary Helen 
Phillips. Helen Phillips was Headmistress of St 
Catherine’s from 1884 to 1890. Affectionately known 
as ‘Phill’, she was an inspiring headmistress who was 
well ahead of her time. 
Incidentally, you might like to know that furniture 
carved in the Dodanuwa school was, until it closed, in 
St Luke’s Church at Medlow Bath. The prayer desk is 
now at St John’s Hartley [see photo] and the lectern 
is at St Aiden’s Blackheath. We placed brass plaques on 
the furniture identifying them as having been carved in 
Ceylon and identifying Miss Helen Phillips in the event 
that those churches close down and the school is able to 
buy them. St Luke’s Medlow Bath also had stained glass 
windows with her inscription.
Thank you, Evangeline. CMS products do indeed 
live long!

PrOOF THaT CMS 
PrODUCTS LIVe LONG! 

At the August 2010 meeting 
of the CMS-Australia Federal 
Candidates Committee, the 
Committee agreed to change the 
categories of mission personnel 
sent to be just three: Missionary, 
Affiliate and Student Elective 
Overseas. 
Previously there were a large 
number of categories and sub-
categories, but some were not 
serving us well. The decision to 
rationalise the categories should 
make processes clearer for 
candidates as well as supporters. 

FIrST CaTeGOrY: MISSIONarY
This first category remains 
as it was, but brings together 
the former fine distinction of 
‘Missionary in Full Connection’ 
and ‘Missionary in Special 
Agreement’. In practice each 
Missionary has a personalised 
agreement with CMS-Australia 
and with the international 
partner with whom they serve. 
In summary, a CMS-Australia 
Missionary has appropriate 
theological training, has been 
through the full range of CMS-
Australia selection procedures 
and cross-cultural training, and 
generally serves long-term. Each 

NeW MISSION PerSONNeL 
CaTeGOrIeS Missionary has an agreement  

with CMS-Australia and the 
receiving partner that helps 
them serve productively in 
collaboration and partnership.

SeCOND CaTeGOrY: aFFILIaTe
It is here that the rationalisation 
has occurred, as former ‘Short 
Term Volunteers’ and ‘Members 
Seek ing  Prayer  Support ’ 
(previously ‘Associates’) come 
under the new name ‘Affiliate’. 
In summary, a CMS-Australia 
Affiliate does not necessarily 
have formal theological training, 
has been through a limited 
process of selection and cross-
cultural training, and serves 
short-term. Prior to departure, 
an Affiliate agreement is put in 
place, brokered either by CMS-
Australia or by the Affiliate 
personally, so that the Affiliate 
can serve productively with the 
partner organisation. 

THIrD CaTeGOrY: STUDeNT 
eLeCTIVe OVerSeaS (SeO)
This third category of SEO 
remains the same, designed 
for students who want to do a 
practicum or unit of their study 
in an approved international 
situation. 
John Thew,
CMS-A Federal Secretary

SaVe THe DaTe FOr 
MSaLaTO’S 50TH!
It’s not too early to start making plans 
to walk down Memory Lane with the 
Tanzanian Diocese of Central Tanganyika’s Msalato Theological 
College as it celebrates its 50th anniversary from 10 to 17 July 
2011. The Guest Speaker will be CMS-A Federal Secretary John 
Thew. Please pass the word on to others you know who may be 
interested in going. Karibu sana!

Nungalinya College in Darwin is delighted to announce that 
Mrs Judith Long has been appointed as its new Principal, to 
commence on 24 January 2011.

Jude grew up in Brisbane but has spent most of her adult life 
in Melbourne. She and her husband Allan have two adult 
daughters. She has worked in a wide variety of positions ranging 
from youthwork to librarianship. She currently teaches at the 
Bible College of Victoria in the areas of theology and church 
history.

Jude is very interested in developing theological education that is 
relevant and practical and aids in the personal transformation of 
students. This was the subject of her recently completed Doctor 
of Ministry thesis. 

Please give thanks for Jude’s appointment and pray for her and 
Allan as they prepare to start a new life in the Northern Territory.

NeW PrINCIPaL 
FOr NUNGaLINYa 
COLLeGe

It is with great joy that we 
announce that the Revd Malcolm Richards, who is at present 
serving in DR Congo with his wife Elizabeth, has accepted the 
unanimous invitation of the NSW/ACT General Committee 
to fill the position of General Secretary of CMS-NSW/ACT in 
2011. Malcolm and Elizabeth are coming back to Australia for 
leave and Final Home Assignment at the end of 2010, and we 
anticipate that Malcolm will take up his new role in mid-2011.
Malcolm and Elizabeth served with CMS in Zaire (now DR 
Congo) from 1988 to 1994. On returning to Australia, Malcolm 
studied at Moore College and then worked in the Diocese of 
Canberra and Goulburn, establishing a new church in the ACT 
suburb of Gungahlin. In 2005 he and Elizabeth returned to DR 
Congo to work in leadership training in the Diocese of Kindu.
We look forward immensely to seeing Malcolm and Elizabeth 
take up this position on CMS’s home staff. Please pray with us 
for them as they enter this period of transition.
John Bales, outgoing CMS-NSW/ACT General Secretary

NeWS FrOM  
CMS-NSW/aCT
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CMS MK aPPOINTeD aMBaSSaDOr TO ZIMBaBWe
Matthew Neuhaus, son of former CMS Tanzanian missionaries the late Theodore Neuhaus and 
Yvonne Neuhaus, has been appointed as Australia’s Ambassador to Zimbabwe.

Matthew spent all his childhood (from 1960 to 1974) in Tanzania, where his parents worked in 
both Dodoma (at Alliance – later Mazengo – Secondary School) and Katoke (at Katoke Teachers’ 
Training College). Africa has always featured prominently in Matthew’s life, with his first posting 
as Third Secretary in Nairobi and a later posting as High Commissioner to Nigeria.

“I have always felt a real sense of mission about Africa and God’s purpose for that continent, which has faced so much trial and 
tribulation,” says Matthew. “But my contribution has been different from my parents’. I am very excited too about the way 
Australia is increasingly engaged with Africa at the government, business and people-to-people levels.

“It was missionaries, though, who largely paved the way, and gave Australia such a positive image in Africa. I hope this 
appointment will give other missionary kids (MKs) a sense of the career possibilities before them. Zimbabwe is currently one 
of the biggest challenges on the continent, and my patch will also cover Zambia, Malawi and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.”

 Matthew is married with one daughter. Please keep the three of them in your prayers as they act as God’s ambassadors in a 
country that desperately needs to know him!
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