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Summoning the Nations:     The Means of Mission    Isaiah 54-55 

 
 

 

1. Where Passion Might Lead … the irresistible & free Passion Fruit Invitation 

 

 

 

 

  'Come to me'       Isaiah 55.1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Suffering of the Servant has removed the Barrier to Blessing ... 

 

 

 

  - children for Sarah   (promised to Abraham)  Isaiah 54.1-8 

 

 

 

  - a new age of mercy  (as with Noah)   Isaiah 54.9-10 

 

     

 

  - a heavenly Jerusalem  (as in Rev 21.19-20)  Isaiah 54.11-17  

 

 

 

  - a new King    (promised to David)  Isaiah 55.3b-4 
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3. His free pardon for all who turn to Him     Isaiah 55.7-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. His powerful & effective word      Isaiah 55.10-11 

 

 

 

 

  - sharing Jesus' witness to the nations    Isaiah 55.5  

 

 

 

 

  - the whole of creation!     Isaiah 55.12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5. “Come to me!” 
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1. Where Passion might Lead … the irresistible and free Passion 

fruit invitation 

• Tonight I want to offer your something irresistible.   I’m offering you a 

free invitation to come and to taste the fruit of passion.   Passion fruit.  

Who here would like to come and taste what is good?   To come and buy 

without money, without cost?     

 

• On Thursday night we saw that no one is more Passionate for his Glory 

than God himself, and that God’s Passion for his Glory is the motive 

for mission. 

 

• Yesterday we heard how the basis for mission is the Arm of the LORD, 

exercised through the sin-bearing suffering servant of the LORD, who 

opens the way for nations to come to God. 

 

• Tonight we see where God’s passion (which prompted the Servant’s 

passion) - inevitably leads.   To the Summoning of the Nations as the 

Means for mission. 

 

• Chapters 54 and 55 are, if you like, the fruit of God’s Passion.  His 

Passion Fruit. 

• You’ll have to forgive me for that one.   That’s what happens when 

there’s a deadline for the talk outlines and it’s late.   

• That, and the fact that something genetically happens to men when 

their wives give birth, when the ‘Dad-joke gene’ becomes activated.   

Though we Dads may try to reverse it, everyone with a Dad knows 

it’s genetically impossible. 

215 words 

Come to me 

➡ But - back to the point - it’s no surprise that in Isaiah 40-55, after God 

comforts us with who He is in chapter 40, then says why He is uniquely 

God and worthy of Glory in chapters 41-49, then outlines his great plan to 
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redeem people from all nations to himself through the Servant in chapter 

51-53, it’s no surprise that now - at the end of the section, God invites - 

(No.  It’s stronger than that … ) God calls people to come to him.  

 

     Come, all you who are thirsty, 

  come to the waters ... 

  come, buy and eat!  

  Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without cost … 

 Give ear and Come to me … 

 

• Here is the great mission call from the living God  for people to come to 

him, and to keep on coming. 

• This call would now go out (to the Jews first, Yes), but to all people, 

irrespective of nationality or race, because did you hear the audience?   All 

you who are thirsty.   

 

• People with thirsty souls.   Souls hungry for the living God.    

 

• It might surprise us who this is!   Here in Australia, people can hide 

their thirst, and we can think that they are not thirsty, when they are.    

• I remember my sister-in-law, an inner-city Sydney flamenco-

dancing PhD microbiologist into Jungian psychology (whom I felt 

very boring by comparison).   She was the last person I thought 

who’d be hungry for God!   And so I almost fell off my chair 

when she opened up to us one day and said, ‘I want to know 

God’.   She knew that    we knew him and she didn’t, and she 

was thirsty for the God we knew. 

 

• An example overseas.   One CMS worker wrote me the story of an 18 

year old girl she met in Kabul airport girl.   Just married.  They began 

speaking.  The girl was nervous - her first time  on a plane.  This 
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worker shared her Snapchat photos with her. And then the girl asked, 

‘What holy book do you have?’  She said she’d heard a story of Jesus 

once, but hadn’t been able to find any more.   She asked the worker, 

‘Do you have the holy book about Jesus? Could you tell me about 

him?’   

 

• God does plant in people’s hearts a thirst for him.   And he is summoning 

the thirsty of the world now to come to him. 

 

• And his Call is not just for non-Christians to come to him!  

 

• He also calls us.    Because (I hope!) that one of the reasons you’ve come 

to Summer Encounter this weekend was because you have a soul which is 

thirsty for God.   (And haven’t we drunk deeply?) 

 

• Even the Psalms - which were sung and which fed us - even they express 

this longing:  ‘My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD, my 

heart and flesh cry out for the living God’  (Psalm 84:1) 

 

• And Yes - Jesus did say, ‘Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty’, 

and there’s a real sense in which that’s true, but there’s another sense 

where - until Christ returns - we still thirst for God.  (Even the Apostle 

Paul - who knew Christ - said,  

‘I want to know Christ and the power for his resurrection, that the 

fellowship of sharing in his sufferings’ - he knew him, but he was 

thirsty to know him better). 

 

• So to every person who is thirsty, the LORD is Summoning us to Come to 

him.   Come, and Keep on Coming.   
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• And God’s promise to us is that when we do Come to him, our souls will 

delight in the richest of fare.  When we come to him, God says, our souls 

will live.    

 

• Remember Isaiah 40, and God’s promise?   ‘Those who wait upon the 

LORD will renew their strength’. 

 

• And God tells us HOW to come to him!   Look at verse 3: 

‘Give ear and come to me;  (we think, ‘That’s funny.  I thought you 

used your feet to come to somebody) … 

Hear me, that your soul may live’ 

 

• We come to God by opening ourselves to his voice.  His word.    

 

• And it’s true isn’t it?    When we’re too busy to read his word, when we 

skip hearing his word, or when we go to church and don’t open ourselves 

to listen to his word (because we’re thinking about other things, or 

wishing church was better), then feel dissatisfied, dislocated, like 

something at the centre is not right.   

• But you know that when we listen to God with open hearts; when we take 

the time to come to him, He satisfies us.   That’s when we’re renewed. 

 

How should we see this ‘call’ in Isaiah 55?   

• Just a ‘nice’ moment in the scriptures?      A moment when God was kind?  

This is God’s agenda, his call, his vision for the world now.    

 

• This call comes at the end of chapters 40-55, where God’s revealed, He is 

above the nations, he has a heart for the nations, his servant has suffered 

for sins of the nations, he’s identified witnesses to the nations; he’s taught 

us what witnessing to the nations means; and now what he’s doing is NOT 

just giving an isolated word of consolation to to the Jewish exiles.   
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• In fact, what he says here he says first and foremost to US (and only 

secondarily to the exiles! - even though they were Isaiah’s original 

hearers).  Why do I say that? 

• For the simple reason that:  

1. God is laying out a mission plan to bring the nations to him;  

2. the centre piece in that plan is his Servant who suffers and then sees 

the light of life;  

3. and - in the unfolding of the plan - the invitation to come to him 

comes after that moment (and not before), and so 

4. first and foremost Isaiah 55 applies to those who live after the 

suffering servant, not to those who lived before. 

 

Put this in the broader theological context of Isaiah,  

• where God outlines his plans to bring blessing and restoration to the 

whole universe!, but  

• where the blockage is always the sinful wickedness of human hearts, 

(which is incompatible with a holy God, and results in judgment). 

• That’s why the first 39 chapters of Isaiah have so many prophecies of the 

judgment (which land God’s people in exile).     

 

• Then in chapters 40-55, God speaks to his people, promising their 

restoration, but still the question remains:  how will this blockage to 

blessing (how will the problem of human sin) be overcome?    

 

• And so the whole book had been leading up to chapter 53, where the 

Suffering Servant King takes upon himself our iniquity and guilt, where 

he’s pierced for our transgressions, where the punishment that brings us 

peace is upon him, and where - by his wounds - we’d be healed.  

 

- This is where our sins are paid for.   

- It’s at this moment that the Suffering of the Servant removes the 

blockage to blessing.  
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- So when we get to chapters 54 and 55, sin has been dealt with, and now 

the blessings from God are flowing like a river.    

1071 words 

The Suffering of the Servant has removed the Barrier to Blessing ... 
 

➡ And now God spells them out.  These are the reasons God calls us to 

come to him! 

1. The first blessing is children for Sarah.   Chapter 54 verse 1:   

‘Sing O barren woman; burst into song and shout for joy …‘    

 

• This is about Abraham’s wife Sarah, who - together with Abraham became 

the spiritual parents of everyone who believes in Jesus.    

 

• Though she was barren!.    When Abraham was 75, God promised to 

Abraham and Sarah a son, and eventually more children than there were 

grains of sand on the seashore, or stars in the night sky. 

 

• Well, now that the Servant has come (chapter 53), God says in Isaiah 54 

that that promise is about to come true.   Sarah will need to enlarge her 

tents and get ready for a great influx of children, a huge population 

explosion.   That’s why God is inviting people to Come to him.  Because 

he’s going to grant more children for Sarah. 

• Jews AND Gentiles in Christ as the spiritual children of Abraham and 

Sarah. 

 

• Before conference, Maggie Crewes wrote to me explaining the 

significance of this promise to her.   Her words.  She said,  

 

“I may not have had my own children -  and yet as I have followed 

God, He has given me huge numbers of babies, children and their 

parents to relate to, work with and point back to Him.   
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We can focus on the gaps, on what we don’t have, on the “what ifs” 

but God has plans that are way bigger than our own personal lives 

and which can bring great joy when we hand this over to Him.  Surely 

I have reason to sing and shout for joy! 

• We’ve heard of our worker S, and the cost she’s carrying now of her 

decision to go to Central Asia with CMS.   On this, she writes: 

 

“I remember when I was trying to make the decision about whether 

to go, especially in light of what people were telling me about 

"throwing away" my chances to get married, and I said to people that 

I didn’t want to wake up as an 80 year old and regret not having 

served God with my everything and gone because I had spent my life 

waiting for something that might never happen … Today, I’m grateful 

for that decision made all those years ago.    I can’t think of anything 

I would rather have been doing that serving God in Central Asia’.   

And, as we heard this morning, her great hope is that God can beat 

this cancer so that she can get back there.” 

 

• Praise God for the courageous women of faith that serve as our gospel 

workers overseas!    

 

2. Number 2.   The next blessing being rolled out because of the suffering of 

the Servant King has is a new age of mercy (chapter 54 verse 9) - 

something akin to what happened in the days of Noah. 

 

• God says (chapter 54 verse 9) -  

“for a brief moment, in a surge of anger I abandoned you, but 

with deep compassion and everlasting kindness I will bring you 

back.   To me this is like the days of Noah when I swore that the 

waters of Noah would never again cover the earth.‘    

 



CMS SE 2017 Talk 3  10 

 

 

• So that just as God set the rainbow in the sky and said ‘I’ll never destroy 

the earth by floodwater again’, so too the work of the Servant of chapter 

53 ushers in a new age of mercy - (of God not treating us as our sins 

deserve).     

• And just as God will NEVER destroy the earth by water again; so too this 

age of Mercy until Christ returns will NEVER cease being an age of mercy.    

 

• The LORD’s deep compassion, his everlasting kindness is what God 

continues to feel for his children who have not yet come to him, as so it 

will remain. 

 

• This is the second reason for God’s Call for People to Come to Him, and a 

wonderful incentive for mission. 

 

3. Third blessing - at the end of chapter 54, God says he’s going to rebuild 

Jerusalem, and if you look at the description in verses 11-12 - of stones 

of turquoise and foundations of sapphires and battlements of rubies and 

gates of sparking jewels, and walls of precious stones - pretty obviously 

that’s not speaking about the earthly city of Jerusalem; and then when 

you look at the description of the heavenly city of Jerusalem in 

Revelation 21, we see that this is precisely what God’s talking about.  The 

heavenly city, which will come down to earth. 

 

• So that as good as life could possibly get here, materially and relationally 

speaking, it will be nothing, compared to how rich and good will be the life 

God has in store for us in the new Jerusalem.   Because of the ministry of 

the servant.   That’s the third reason for God calling people to Come. 

 

4. The fourth reason is that God promises a new King for God’s people.   

 

• Now, God had already promised this to King David long ago - his Son 

would reign over an eternal kingdom.  Except when Jerusalem fell, Israel’s 
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kings came to an end.   Rather gruesomely.  The last king of Jerusalem - 

King Zedekiah - the last thing he saw before his eyes were put out was his 

sons being slaughtered before him.    Which put an end to the kings of 

Judah, and Israel’s monarchy.    

• So that when the exiles returned in 538 BC, a governor was appointed, 

but no king.   And so it was until the time of Jesus. 

 

• In Isaiah 55, God says he will re-apply his everlasting covenant he’d made 

with King David to his people Israel, and send them a King once again.  

Hence the significance of the angel’s announcements to Mary: 

 

‘The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David (the 

King),  and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever (that’s what 

Kings do - they reign); his kingdom will never end’. 

 

So - these are the blessings that the suffering of the servant King has 

ushered in:   

1. God will cause his children to explode in number; 

2. There is be a new age of mercy; 

3. He is building for us a magnificent heavenly city; 

4. he is finally sending the King he promised; 

 

They are the reasons why God calls people to Come to him.   This call is 

God’s mission agenda, his message for all the world.    

 

3. His free pardon for all who turn to Him   
 

➡ And the result is something so counter-intuitive, so outrageously 

generous, it’s breathtaking.       

• It’s there in verse 7.   When someone turns from their wickedness and evil 

thoughts and turns to the LORD, the LORD will have mercy on him, and 

our God will freely pardon.    
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• You remember the difference between grace and mercy:   Grace is getting 

something good that we don’t deserve.   Mercy is being let off from 

something that we do deserve.    

• There is the story that some of you have heard me tell, of a deserting 

soldier in Napoleon’s army, who had been caught and brought before 

Napoleon who sentenced him to death the next morning. 

• At which point his mother ran and fell on her knees and begged 

Napoleon for mercy, to which Napoleon said, ‘He doesn’t deserve 

mercy’.  

• She said, ‘If he did deserve it, it wouldn’t be mercy’. 

• Mercy is the decision not to punish someone who deserves to be punished. 

 

• And because of the suffering of the Servant King (at the cross), God will 

take the long list of offences of someone who’s turned to him, and rip it 

up, and say, ‘It’s gone.  I’m never letting this get between us again.’    

 

• This is absolutely staggering.    

• Because when else does this happen?   We humans don’t operate like 

this.  We say we do, but it’s rare.    

 

Most of us will have had the experience of thinking something 

was forgiven only to find years later that it hadn’t been forgiven 

and wasn’t forgotten.   

 

We humans do this to each other.  We naturally hold grudges, keep a 

score, settle the tally. 

• But here is God, who has settled our tally on Jesus, and who then 

offers people who turn to him free pardon.   No grudge.  No score.  

No tally.    
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• And if this seems all too wonderful to believe - (because it’s so foreign to 

how people usually relate) - then God explains in verse 8 -  

 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  

‘In fact,’ says God,  

 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

 

• So if you can’t believe (in your heart of hearts) that you’re forgiven 

(because you don’t deserve it), hear what God is saying:  He is not like 

us.  When we turn to God, he freely pardons. 

• “It’s done.  It’s over.  It won’t come up again between us.” 

 

His Powerful and Effective Word 

  

➡ Given all of this, we now have clarity on God’s agenda for the world:    

1. He is Summoning the nations to come to him freely. 

2. The Servant has opened the gate to real blessings 

3. He is offering free pardon to all who turn to him.  

 

A cynic might say - but all these are just words.  

 

4. Which is why the final thing God wants us to grasp is that his words 

really are powerful and effective:  that what he says will happen will 

happen!     

 

• God says, ‘Just as I send the rain and the snow down from heaven with 

the express purpose of watering the earth to make it yield seed and bread 

for you lot - (and it happens!) - so too with my word.  Verse 11: 
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 my word that goes out from my mouth: 

  will not return to me empty, 

 but will accomplish what I desire 

  and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  

Now, I know that there are lots of people here committed to the word of 

God being shared.   Some are doing it yourself.  All of us are supporting 

our gospel workers with CMS in doing it.   We hear this promise (about 

the word of God never returning to God empty), but often can’t see how it 

works in practise.   But sometimes God lets us see, for our 

encouragement. 

 

An example.   Take this chapter - Isaiah 55.    

 

• The  first time I preached on this chapter was nineteen years ago in 

church in Wollongong.     It was a Sunday morning.  I explained how we’d 

been preaching through Isaiah (getting to know God), and that just as any 

couple who are going out with each other inevitably reach a point when 

they have to decide whether to get married or to break off, so also in 

going through Isaiah we’ve been getting to know God, and now (at 

chapter 55) we’ve also come to decision time, when God calls us to come 

to him.  I preached and called people to respond and to Come to Him, and 

I noticed two new faces in the congregation that I’d never seen before.   

We shook hands at the door, and off they went. 

 

• That night my friend came back to church and said, ‘You know that couple 

who came?  They’re friends of ours up from Melbourne - they’re at that 

decision point in their relationship - but he’s a Christian and she isn’t.  We 

invited them to Come to church, and this morning the talk spoke so 

directly to them that afterwards at our place they talked and talked with 

each other.’   
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• Apparently on the plane home to Melbourne they’d kept on talking, and 

because she felt she couldn’t commit her life to Christ - they decided to 

break up.   (‘Oh no!’).   

 

• The girl arrives home, she pulls out of the drawer an envelope which a 

Christian friend who was praying for her  had given her just before she left 

to come up to Sydney, she opens it, and inside that envelope was a Bible 

passage - Isaiah 55, ‘Come to me.’  That clinched it for her.  She gave in, 

she became a Christian - and now they’re married.   

 

• How did I know this?  Because four years later they visited Adelaide for a 

weekend, came to church.  It just so happened that it was the church I 

was preaching in.   And you’d have to laugh when you hear the passage I 

was preaching.  Isaiah 55.   They sought me out afterwards and told me 

the story.    

 

• When they first heard me, I’d never met them, but do you see how God 

was working in me during my preparation, and in this young girl’s life, and 

in her Christian friend, in the minister who put together the sermon 

roster, and bringing everything together so that God’s word would achieve 

the purpose for which it was sent?   

 

God’s word is powerful, and will not return to him empty.    

Another example,  from Maggie Crewes: 

 

In October this year I was in Ethiopia for a monitoring visit.   I 

popped in to a fancy international hotel where I was hoping to find 

one of our young Retrak boys who had been through our programme.     

5 years ago he started off peeling vegies -  a very wobbly and shy 

young lad of 17 who had been on the street for more than 2 years 

having been through a really rough time at home and then on the 

street.   On this most recent visit, several years down the track, out 
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strides a confident young man with a beaming smile, recently 

promoted to Head Pastry Chef,   telling me how thankful to God he is 

for bringing him in to the Retrak programme and for getting a new 

start in life.   God’s word does not return empty.   We don’t always 

have the joy or privilege to see this, but now and then we do – and 

how special it is!     God’s call is for all, and the joy of seeing a life 

transformed by Him reminds me that … it’s not easy, we often don’t 

see the results in this life but there is none like Him.   To serve Him, 

to give, pray and go for Him – it’s all about Him and for His glory – 

He indeed is worthy.   He indeed is worth it! 

 

 

• Another example of the power of God’s word.   Which is why we (and our 

gospel workers) must share it as often as we can.  Because not only is it 

effective, but also because when God saved each of us, he had more 

than just each of us in mind. 

 

• For starters, there’s other people - people whom we may not even know 

- whom God has planned for us to invite to come to Him.  This is how it 

works: 

• verse 4 speaks of Christ being a witness to the nations (‘See, I have 

made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the 

peoples’);  

• but verse 5 speaks of God’s people as the witness: 

‘Surely you will summon nations you know not,  

and nations that do not know you will hasten to you,  

because of the Lord your God.’ 

 

• Have you ever stopped to think that when God saved you, he had more 

than just you in mind? [Pause]  He has other people too - people known 

to us. 
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• ‘You might think, ‘I’m not an evangelist.’  Maybe.   But think of those who 

impacted you.   Most likely they were the steady, faithful Christian who 

was there for you at a significant moment in your life.  All of us can be 

that.   

• And we shouldn’t be surprised that God uses flawed and ordinary people 

as his witnesses.   Because the power doesn’t lie in us.  It lies in his word.  

And that’s how even weak people can be effective witnesses. 

 

• I think of first time I ever door-knocked anyone.  Sheer terror.   I was 18, 

and was asking people to attend a Christianity Explained course our 

church was putting on.    

 

• I could manage - so long as I wouldn’t have to knock on the door of 

anyone I knew.  But in the street I was door-knocking, there was one 

house I knew.   A friend I knew in primary school, with a really cool Dad 

like Bear Grylls.   I was working with another person - he’d do one, I’d do 

the next - I thought I could work it to avoid that house.   But I couldn’t.  

So I skipped the house.  I got to the end of the street, and was walking 

back when God challenged me, and I went and knocked on the door.  My 

friends mum opened it.   She recognised me.  Smiled.   

 

• ‘Hello Chris - pause - what are you here for?‘   Fumblingly I explained 

that I was a Christian, and that my church was offering a Christianity 

Explained course, and would she like to attend.   

 

• Unbelievably, she said, ‘Yes’.  She heard the word of God and soon 

became a Christian - why? - because (God had her in mind when he 

saved me). 

 

• Here’s what I didn’t know.   Brenda had been clinically depressed, and 

hadn’t spoken to anyone in months (except me!), she was obviously 

thirsty for God, and so when her loving but hostile-to-Christianity husband 
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heard her say ‘Yes’ to me, he thought he’d better come too to support his 

wife.  I didn’t realise he’d come, and that God’s word would be powerful to 

save him too, but it did. 

 

• Neither did I have any idea that their youngest son (Michael) would also 

then Come to church and hear and come to Christ (as HE did). 

 

• Nor did I imagine that his older brother (Peter) and his sister (Liana) 

would also come to hear God’s word (they hadn’t gone to church in their 

life!), but they came - and God’s word was powerful - and come to Christ 

(but they did). 

 

• Nor had I any way of knowing that in saving Vince (the husband), God 

would raise up an evangelist to men who in his spare nights speaks about 

Christ to men - I had no idea that I myself would later on invite men I 

knew to come and hear him, but I did. 

 

• Nor did I know that Michael (the youngest) would end up my Beach 

Mission leader, and then be pastor and trainer of Youth Leaders in 

Sydney. 

 

• Nor did I know that Peter (his older son who I was in reception with) 

would also go through bible College and become the pastor of a 

Presbyterian church in Western Sydney and now Tasmania. 

 

• Nor that Liana (the daughter) would also go to Bible College and become 

an evangelist to Private school girls before planting a church in the next 

suburb with her husband. 

 

• At the time of asking, I knew nothing of this.  I knew his word was 

powerful - But God granted Life to more people than I could have 

imagined.  God says it here - in Calling us to come to Him, He has more 
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than us in mind!  God’s vision includes other people, but it gets even 

bigger! 

 

• The restoration of the whole of creation!  (every mountain, every tree, 

every desert - everything God has made).    

 

• Verse 12:   

“You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the 

hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap 

their hands.” 

 

• Here’s a picture of the mountains and the trees rising up and giving a 

standing ovation on the Day of Christ, as they see you and me striding out 

as fully redeemed people.     

 

• Because when that happens, it will signal for them the end of being under 

the curse of God (pause, slow)... so that 

 

‘Instead of the thornbush  (a product of the curse), will grow the pine 

tree , and instead of briers    the myrtle will grow’ .  

 

• The curse of God on nature will be undone - (pause) ..  when we are fully 

redeemed.  Paul says in Romans 8, that when the sons of God are 

revealed on that day, then the creation will be liberated from its bondage 

to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  

Then the mountains and the hills will rise and give a standing ovation to 

us, striding down in our new bodies, because it will signal that they’ll be 

transformed and renewed.  When we’re redeemed, so also the creation. 

 

• I remember when our eldest daughter was three years old, I 

explained to her this idea of God renewing the creation (as you do).   
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• A week later in the car we were driving past some Weeping Willow 

trees, she suddenly said, ‘When Jesus comes back, the weeping 

willow will be up.’  She was right.  The redemption of creation. 

 

• God’s vision is very big - bigger than what you or I realise.  And through 

his word, God has freed us and pardoned us with more than us in mind - 

he calls us to be his witnesses,     that through us sharing his word,      He 

may summon people from the nations to come and turn to him. 

 

• This is the Vision he has for all of us to be involved in.  Because it’s his 

means of mission. 

 

• And this is God’s word for now!   But not forever.    At the moment, God’s 

pardon is freely available.  At the moment, God has declared an amnesty.   

A time when guilty rebels can turn themselves in, and be given pardon.   

But the amnesty period won’t last forever.  God’s offer will one day end, 

and he will judge those who have not come to him as their sins deserve.   

 

• That’s why we’re told in Verse 6 to: 

• “Seek the LORD while he may be found”  (because he won’t always be).  

That is why we’re told to “Call on him while he is near.” (because he won’t 

always be). 

• That’s why  “the wicked must forsake his way and the evil man his 

thoughts, and to turn to the LORD.” 

1846 words 

“Come to me!” 

• God is speaking to us, friends.   He is passionate for his Glory.  And 

Jealous that each of us Come to him, and be captivated with his Vision for 

the nations. 

• His Servant suffered to save us from our sins.  No other god in the world 

does this.   
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• He has called us to be witnesses of him. 

• He has shared the scope of his Vision with us. 

• This week one of our workers was unable to be with us, but if she’d been, 

I can guarantee that she’d have laid it upon us to be captivated by 

God’s Vision for the nations, the vision his Servant was determined to 

bring about, despite the cost:   … of Coming to God, and bringing people 

with us to God together to receive his pardon - which  ... given what we 

deserve ... really is astoundingly generous.   

 

• She shared with me this story, and with this I finish: 

One of my best expat friends in Central Asia is a lady called V. 

[PHOTO] We’re about the same age and we’re two of the only 

extroverts in the community. She’s been a wonderful blessing to me. 

 

Earlier this year, V was able to lead a man to faith. He’d been 

working as a driver for one of the Christian NGOs, and as he was 

driving her one day, he commented on what he’d observed over the 

previous months. He’d noticed the morality of the expat Christians 

and how modest their women were. He’d felt the peace that 

emanated from the basement of the building during the morning 

prayer meetings. He knew that there was a Holy Book that some of 

his colleagues had been reading and he’d observed the changes in 

their behavior since they’d been reading it. Church. Bible. Other 

Christians. He’d been watching this, and now with all his courage, he 

recounted it to V. In a culture of indirect communication, his plea was 

clear – they have something amazing and I want it too! 

 

So right in the middle of their car journey, V quoted a Scripture to 

him that she’d memorized years ago in language school…  

 

She actually got stuck halfway through and couldn’t remember the rest of the 

verse. By the grace of God, at that very moment, she got a phone call. She 
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took the call and when she returned to the conversation, the second half of the 

verse was on her tongue. [verse…]  

 

V proclaimed the Truth to the driver, and she asked whether he wanted 

this for himself. With a huge smile, he said that he did, and just like 

that, there was rejoicing in heaven for our new brother.  

 

This land has no churches, no access to the Bible and very few local 

believers. How will people hear the name of Jesus and step from death 

to life? By the grace of God, through His people who he sends, with His 

Word, in the power of His Spirit. Even to the ends of the earth. For 

God’s glory. Hallelujah! May we see His Kingdom come! 

 


