
CMS SE 2017 Talk 2 Isaiah 51-53 1 
 

 

Laying Bare His Holy Arm:     The Basis for Mission    Isaiah 51-53 

 
 

‘It’s hard to keep on waiting …’ 

 

 

1. Comfort that’s surely Coming      

 

  - not impossible     Isaiah 51.1-4 

 

  - the arm of the Lord     Isaiah 51.5 

 

 

2. Wake up! 

 

  - Arm of the Lord      Isaiah 51.9-16 

 

  - Disheartened People of God   Isaiah 51.17-52.6  

 

   

3. News!         Isaiah 52.7-12 

 

  - The LORD will lay bare his Holy Arm! 

 

  - a new Exodus! 

 

4. The Witnesses Speak 

 

  - See, my Servant! ?!    Isaiah 52.13-15 

 

 

  - the arm of the Lord?!    Isaiah 53.1-3 

 

  - the real battle     Isaiah 53.4-6 

   

  - the battle as it happened    Isaiah 53.7-9 

 

  - Victorious!      Isaiah 53.10-12 

   

5. To whom has the Arm of the Lord been revealed? 

 

  - the basis for mission    Isaiah 51.5, 52.15 

  - the need for revelation    Isaiah 53.1 

 

  - the need for witnesses     Isaiah 52.15, Revelation 1.7,  

        Romans 10.14  
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‘It’s hard to keep on waiting …’ 

➡ Just before Christmas, I met a woman from Isaiah.   

 

• It was at church in December.   The sermon finished on a description of 

the new Jerusalem, the heavenly city come down, with God and Christ at 

the centre, surrounded by people from every nation in worship - where 

God’s will   WILL finally be being done on earth as it is in heaven, because 

heaven will have come to earth. 

 

• Afterwards, I was speaking an elderly women, who said to me,  

‘The thing I find as I grow older is that it’s hard to keep on waiting’.   

 

• Godly discontent.  The Hunger and thirst for righteousness.  Impatience 

for God’s glory.   

 

• There is, in the heart of all of God’s saints, a godly discontent which grows 

at the same pace as a longing for heaven.   Of course, the price of 

discontent is that can be harder to wait, because the longing is stronger.   

 

• By the time Isaiah was uttering this prophesy he would have also been 

elderly, most likely in hiding, during the reign of evil King Manasseh - 

who,  if the sources outside the bible are to be believed - had Isaiah sawn 

in two.  

• Isaiah, lived in evil times, and we know from his prophesy that he shared 

this godly discontent, this same longing for righteousness.   And it’s to 

this suffering - peculiar to God’s people - that God brings his word of 

comfort:      

230 

Of a Comfort that is surely coming.   

• Chapter 51 verse 3: 

‘The LORD will surely comfort Zion’,  
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• or chapter 51 verse 12: 

‘I, even I, am he who comforts you’ 

 

• or chapter 52 verse 9, 

 Burst into songs of joy together, 

  you ruins of Jerusalem, 

 for the LORD has comforted his people, 

  he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

 

• God says - this comfort is surely coming!    

• The day is coming where everyone will behave righteously before the 

LORD?   Impossible? 

 

• It may seem impossible.  But it’s not.   Chapter 51 verse 1: 

 

‘Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the 

LORD:   Look to the rock from which you were cut.  [that is …]  

Look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah who gave you birth.   

When I called him he was but one 

 

[and old!   And Sarah unable to bear children.  And this was the pair to 

sire a nation! Yet God ..] 

blessed him and made him many.   

• And so 

The LORD will surely comfort Zion  

and will look with compassion on all her ruins. 

 

• Ruined Jerusalem was like … Aleppo.  God says, her deserts will be like 

Eden, joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of 

singing, and if that’s too hard to believe, God says in verse 4:   

‘Listen to me, my people, the law will go out from me;  

my justice will become a light to the nations.   
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My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way -  

 

• How?   How will this happen?    

‘my arm will bring justice to the nations. 

The islands will look to me and wait in hope for … my arm’.    

 

The arm of the LORD.    

• Yesterday we heard of God’s motive for mission.   

• Today we get to the basis for mission.    

The LORD is going to roll up his sleeves and lay bare his holy arm.   

We’re going to see the LORD in action.    

• ‘When?’ we ask.   

 

• Verse 6:   

‘my salvation will last forever.  My righteousness will never fail.’   

 

• ‘Great! But when?’  Verse 7:   

‘Hear me, you who know what is right,  

you people who have my law in your hearts,  

Do not fear the reproach of men …  

My righteousness will last forever,  

my salvation through all generations.’   

• ‘Great’ - but isn’t it time to show us your arm!   There is (in the 

scriptures) a godly impatience that’s right. 

 

That’s why there’s a cry for the LORD’s arm to ‘wake up’.    

• Isaiah 51 verse 9: 

‘Awake, awake!   

Clothe yourself with strength O arm of the Lord’ 

• This was the arm that separated water from water to forged a highway of 

redemption for God’s people in the time of the Exodus.  That was when 

God delivered his people ‘with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm’ 
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• ‘Do it again, Arm of the LORD!   Wake up and show us your strength!’ 

 

But not just the LORD’s arm, because it’s time for all of God’s people - 

especially  the disheartened - to wake up.   

 

Chapter 51 verse 17: 

‘Awake, awake! 

  Rise up, O Jerusalem, 

 you who have drunk from the hand of the LORD 

  the cup of his wrath - 

   the goblet that makes men stagger.  

 

because - verse 22: 

“See, I have taken out of your hand 

  the cup that made you stagger; 

 from that cup, the goblet of my wrath, 

  you will never drink again.  

 

• Wake up people of God!  Because the LORD’s arm will take away his wrath 

from his people forever.    

 

• Wake up - not just to gawping wonder and glazed-eyed amazement, but 

to action!    Chapter 52: 

   

 Awake, awake, O Zion, 

  clothe yourself with strength.   

(Clearly there’s something we’re meant to do).  

  

 Put on your garments of splendor, 

  O Jerusalem, the holy city.   

  The uncircumcised and defiled 

  will not enter you again.  
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(We’re to dress ourselves as the pure people of God) -  

 

2     Shake off your dust; 

  rise up, sit enthroned, O Jerusalem.  

  Free yourself from the chains on your neck, 

  O captive Daughter of Zion.  

3     For this is what the LORD says: 

 “You were sold for nothing, 

  and without money you will be redeemed.”  

(We’re to get rid of the chains that bound us because of the redemption 

that’s coming) 

So:  Arm of the LORD - Wake up!  People of God - wake up! 

   

Because - next point on your outline - there’s news! 

 

• The answer to God’s name being constantly blasphemed is the news that 

comes in verse 7:    

  How beautiful on the mountains 

  are the feet of those who bring good news  

(the ‘evangel’, ‘the gospel’) 

 

• David Seccombe, in his outstanding book, ‘The gospel of the Kingdom’, 

researches the ancient roots of the word ‘gospel’, which wasn’t first a 

biblical word.    

• A ‘gospel’ was a victory announcement; the news that a kingdom’s 

enemies are defeated; and  depending on which side you were on - a 

gospel announcement often meant a change of ruler.   

• And in the days before news could be conveyed by satellite or mobile 

phone, a gospel announcement was carried by a runner. 

 

• The classic example is Pheidippides a Greek messenger, who in 

490BC ran 240km from Athens to Sparta because the Persian fleet 
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was about to invade, and to beg the Spartans help in fighting the 

invading Persians. Having run all the way there, he then had to leg it 

back with the news that the Spartans were unable to come.   

 

• And so the tiny Greek army had to stand alone on the battlefield, on 

the plains of Marathon.  

 

• Then Pheidippides had to run 40 miles from the battlefield of 

Marathon to Athens, to deliver the news of the battle outcome to the 

waiting city.   Staggering in, he shouted his gospel: ‘Rejoice! We 

won!’, and then collapsed and died.   

• Pheidippides was an ancient gospeller.  He carried news of victory 

against the enemy. 

 

• So when the LORD speaks of ‘how lovely are the feet of those who bring 

good news’, the feet are beautiful because the news they bring is gospel 

news, news of victory to a waiting people! 

 

• And verse 8 paints a picture of the watchmen on the city wall lifting up 

their voices as the first see the LORD, the victorious King coming back 

from the battlefield and leading his army into the waiting city. 

 

• This is a moment - verse 9 - when the people burst into songs of joy, 

even though the city itself still bears the marks of years of oppression - 

why? - because the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Jerusalem. 

• But the impact is not limited to the Jewish people.   The scope of their 

redemption is huge, as if a huge boulder has been throne into a lake, the 

waves of redemption will move outward - verse 10:  

 

The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations,  

and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 



CMS SE 2017 Talk 2 Isaiah 51-53 8 
 

 

 

• This new redemption is described with Exodus imagery as a new Exodus: 

 

• verse 11 - ‘Depart, depart, go out from there!’ - 

• verse 12 - ‘you will not leave in haste or go in flight’ - making us 

think of the first Exodus -  

• ‘for the LORD will go before as your rear guard’ -  

• and we remember how the LORD went before the Israelites in a 

pillar of fire and of cloud,  

• and then as the Egyptian army approached, the LORD moved in 

his pillar of fire from in front of the Israelites to behind them, 

protecting them as their rear guard from the Egyptians. 

• He’s going to do it again.  A new Exodus!  He’s going to fight for his 

people once again.   But this time win an eternal salvation! 

 

The Witnesses Speak 

➡ So what is this gospel victory?   What will happen when the LORD reveals 

his holy arm? 

 

It’s told to us by several different witnesses, the first being the LORD himself, 

who gives us a summary of the news, which is totally about the LORD’s 

Servant. 

13  Behold, my servant  

 

• and the first thing that the LORD witnesses to is the final outcome.          

  ‘See, my servant will act wisely; 

  he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.  

 

• So the gospel begins with the victory announcement.  Which we need, 

because of the shock of what comes next:  
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14    Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 

  his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man 

  and his form marred beyond human likeness—  

 

• the words ‘Just as’ speak of something shocking (even for experienced 

soldiers) - the disfigurement of the LORD’s servant beyond human 

likeness raises images of an unrecognisable hunk of butchered meat.  

 

• The victory battle will exact a toll from the Servant that - by any 

measurement - is completely shocking.  To everyone who’d see him.    

 

• But.  Just as the toll on his body is massive, so too is what he 

accomplishes: 

Just as there were many who were appalled at him …        

15  so will he [make clean - so he will …] sprinkle many nations, 

 

(‘sprinkling’ means making a person fit to stand in the presence of God.   

The LORD says - unbelievably, incredibly, astoundingly - this servant will 

do this for nations.  Many nations! 

   

 and kings will shut their mouths because of him.  

   

• not out of horror at his injuries, but because they realise that they stand 

in the presence of astounding greatness (for anyone to have achieved 

what the Servant had achieved for the nations). 

 For what they were not [previously] told, they will see, 

 and what they have not heard, they will understand.  

 

the arm of the LORD?! 

➡ How will they see?  How will they understand? 

• Through the witness of God’s people, who will explain all this.  

• And it’s their testimony, their voice that we now hear in chapter 53.   
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53:1     Who has believed our message 

  and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?   ** 

 

(The assumption is that seeing the arm of the LORD is not straight 

forward.  It’s not obvious what it means.   The LORD’s strong arm  needs 

to be revealed.    

 

And the revelation of the LORD’s arm is in the message of the witnesses, 

beginning in chapter 53 verse 2). 

  

• And it begins with a paradox.    

• On the one hand, they had such high hopes of the servant of the LORD: 

 

2     He [the servant] grew up before [the LORD] like a tender shoot, 

  and like a root out of dry ground.  

 

• Imagine a cracked desert floor, and a healthy sapling of a tree bursting 

out of that dry soil!  A miracle, right? 

• Amongst people, the Servant began like this.  He was a life-giving 

miracle!    Healing everyone with any sickness or disease.  Casting out 

demons left, right and centre!   He started with so much promise! 

 

• But as he grew, those hopes turned to deep disappointment:  

  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  

 

• Look at him and, the best you could say was that he was ordinary.   

Honest people would say - unattractive.  Put Jesus in a police line-up, and 

you probably couldn’t pick him out.   He’s the guy you’d pass over and 

say, ‘Not him.  No way could the Servant of the LORD be him.’ 
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• But then, in the course of his work, he began to face opposition, and 

mockery, he became that person you’d ‘unfriend’ on Facebook.  

 

3     He was despised and rejected by men, 

  a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.   

  Like one from whom men hide their faces 

  he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

 

• He was a more than a paradox.  To everyone who was anyone, he was a 

disappointment.    

• And we can trace it through the gospels.   

• Jesus began his ministry with thousands - probably tens of thousands 

- flocking to him.    

• And yet by John chapter 6, so many of his disciples turned back and 

no longer followed him that Jesus had to ask the twelve, ‘You don’t 

want to leave too do you?’ 

 

• And yet we’re to believe that this is the arm of the LORD?  The LORD’s 

strong arm?   Someone pathetic - despised and rejected - someone you’d 

look at and want to turn away from in disgust?!   

• That is what the people saw.  That is what the kings (Herod and Pilate) 

saw. 

 

The real battle 

➡ But to see - and really see - the arm of the LORD, it needs to be revealed.   

And now the witnesses do it.  They speak of the real battle.  That - 

whereas in verse 3 - we saw a man of sorrows, familiar with suffering, the 

reality was verse 4 - that  

 

4     Surely he took up our [sufferings] 

 and carried our sorrows, 
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• He did this supremely at his death, but in his gospel, Matthew quotes this 

verse (from Isaiah) in Matthew 8 to show that Jesus fulfilled it when he 

drove out the spirits from the demon possessed, and when he healed all 

who were sick.    

• Matthew says,  

‘This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  ‘He 

took up our infirmities and carried our diseases’.’   (Matthew 8 verse 

17). 

 

• It makes you think, ‘What was it like for Jesus to be Servant of the LORD?’    

 

• We get an insight in the incident of Jesus healing the bleeding 

woman, when she reached out and touched his cloak and was healed, 

but Jesus said, ‘Who touched me?’, because he had felt power go out 

of him.    

• Could it be that at every moment of every healing, there was a 

transaction taking place?    

 

• That overtime he did that, that he was taking on our weaknesses, our 

sufferings, our sorrows and carrying them himself, and at the same 

time, donating something of himself to the sufferer, so that they were 

restored? 

• It fits with what the witnesses say happened at the cross.   A normal 

person looking at him on the cross would do as they did - who   

 

 considered him stricken by God, 

  smitten by him, and afflicted.  

 

• If you saw someone covered with blood and faeces and gore, stretched 

out   up high and crucified, suffering in agony - it’d be so dehumanising 

that you’d have to think God was punishing them!  
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• Doesn’t Deuteronomy say that ‘anyone who is hung on a tree is under 

God’s curse’?   

 

BUT.   Here’s the explanation. 

  .. he was pierced for our transgressions, 

  he was crushed for our iniquities; 

 

• And now we begin to see!   All that horror that the Servant suffered was 

for the sake of others.    

• Last year I read a book called, ‘The 100 cemeteries to visit before you 

die’.   It describes how in London, there is a manicured jewel of a park - 

postman’s park (where the postie’s have lunch), where in the centre, is 

a memorial, to people - ordinary people - who gave their lives trying to 

save others.    

• Alice Ayres - ‘the daughter of a bricklayer’s labourer who by intrepid 

conduct saved 3 children from a burning house in Union St Borough 

at the cost of her own young life.  April 24, 1885. 

• John Cranmer of Cambridge, ‘a clerk in the London County Council 

who was drowned near Ostend whilst saving the life of a stranger and 

foreigner. He was 23. 

• Their deaths were tragic.  But deserve explanation:   

• Elizabeth Boxall, who died at the age of 17, trying to save a child 

from a runaway horse in 1888;  

• the daughter who refused to be deterred from making three attempts 

to climb a burning staircase to save her aged mum in 1900;  

• Frederick Croft, who saved a ‘lunatic woman’ from suicide on a train 

bridge, but was himself run over by the train, 
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• Henry James Bristow, 8 years old, who, in 1890 saved his little 

sister’s life by tearing off her flaming clothing but then caught fire 

himself and died. 

• Or David Selves, died - aged 12 - died supporting his drowning 

playfellow off Woolich and sank with him clasped in his arms. 

[BLANK] 

 

• Tragic sacrifices.   But worth telling, and demanding explanation in the 

telling - not just because they were such selfless sacrifices of innocent 

lives, but because of what those deaths achieved.    

 

• The same applies to the cross.   Even if it offends our sensibilities!   

• Like the trend to refuse any explanation of God punishing Jesus in 

our place.  As if this makes God be barbaric.    

• But if you reject that, then the cross achieves nothing.  It’s power is 

only in how it demonstrates how much Jesus loves us.   

• But that has as much sense as someone running off a cliff and 

saying ‘See how much I love youuuuuuu’.    

 

• It’s also massively dishonouring to Servant’s sacrifice. 

• None of us personally know the people commemorated in Postman’s Park.    

 

• But we could  bet that they wouldn’t have risked their lives    unless 

they were hoping to save someone about to perish!   

• Imagine saying that really weren’t trying to achieve anything when 

they sacrificed their lives!    

• To suggest that would be to make a mockery of their sacrifice.  And 

massively dishonouring of them! 

 

• If we take seriously the explanation given here in Isaiah 53, there’s no 

other way you can interpret the sacrifice of Christ on the cross   except 
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that he gave his life as an exchange for sinners to save us from a terrible 

judgment.    

• (To even suggest otherwise mocks Jesus sacrifice and dishonours him!) 

 

• So when it says, 

5     he was pierced for our transgressions, 

 he was crushed for our iniquities; 

(it’s saying, his piercing, his being crushed - was him paying the price 

for our sin).   

 

• And when the witnesses say 

 the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 

 

(they use the word.  Punishment.   It was on us.  But he took it upon 

him.  The Servant of the LORD was punished.  By the LORD). 

 

• And when it says,    

  and by his wounds we are healed.  

it says, it worked!  The sacrifice was not in vain.   His punishment 

bought us peace with God.   Healing of the rift. 

 

• And this was the real battle! 

 

• Leading an army into battle - doing what the Jews expected of the 

Messiah - overthrowing the Roman oppressors in a military conquest 

would have been easy by comparison.   David did that, didn’t he?   

And the Jews were expecting a Messiah in the line of David, in the 

same ‘cut’ as David. 

 

• Which is no doubt why - though they welcomed him with Messianic 

acclaim on Palm Sunday - they ended up crucifying him a week later, 
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because to them, Jesus the Son of David was a massive 

disappointment.    

 

• Because whatever he was, he was NOT a victorious conquering King 

leading an army into battle against real enemies. 

 

• And yet.   Jesus promised eternal life to all who believed in him.  

Think about what that involves.    

 

• For him to win that for us means that he has to deal in realms 

beyond death, and deal with the judgment that we will face beyond 

death because of our sin.   The judgment that is due us for NOT living 

a life with God.  The accumulated debt of guilt that is against us.  

That’s the real enemy.    

 

• Not physical enemies with swords:  defeat them and how long does 

the victory last?   As long as it takes for that nation to recover and 

raise another army.   No military victory lasts forever. 

 

• But to deal with judgment beyond death - THAT would last forever. 

 

• But how does anyone fight that battle?   How do you take away a 

debt that’s paid beyond death?   Not by military strength - that’s 

useless! 

 

• Verse 6 reveals the answer, summarised in one word:   

6     We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

  each of us has turned to his own way; 

 and the LORD has laid on him 

  the iniquity of us all.  
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• The word that summarises this is:   Exchange.   Instead of us having to 

carry our own sin and guilt, the LORD lays it on the Servant, who bears it 

instead of us.   He subs in for us.   The innocent for the guilty, that the 

guilty may go free. 

• Theologians call this penal substitutionary atonement.   Penal - 

punishment.  Substitutionary - he takes our place.  Atonement - he is the 

sacrifice that turns away God’s anger. 

 

Meaning - that there is no more anger to be poured.   The sin of us all - even 

though we’d yet to do it - was laid upon him, and he bled and died to pay for it 

all.   That is the explanation given by the witnesses. 

1328 words 

But having had the mechanics of the battle explained, now in verses 7 to 12, 

it’s the LORD himself speaking again, speaking as the witness to the Servant, 

and here he describes the battle as it happened.  

 

• This is very powerful.   It’s one thing to prophecy a theory of a cosmic 

exchange which wins us peace with God.  But it’s another to prophecy 

details of what actually happens hundreds of years before the event.    

 

• This is very persuasive.   And the first-hand witnesses to the events 

realised it.  In 1 Corinthians 15, we have the earliest historical formulation 

of the gospel as it was proclaimed.   Paul wrote 1 Corinthians in 54 AD, 

but the gospel summary he says he received would have happened 

around AD 37, which - historically speaking - make it extremely reliable. 

 

• And it’s significant that the phrase that is repeated is that the events 

happened ‘according to the scriptures’.   ‘Christ died according to the 

scriptures’, and that he was raised ‘according to the scriptures’. 

 



CMS SE 2017 Talk 2 Isaiah 51-53 18 
 

 

• Over the last 6 months, every Thursday morning I’ve been meeting before 

work with two men over coffee to read through Mark’s gospel with them.  

Last Thursday we covered his death and resurrection.    

 

• What was extremely powerful for them to see what to go back to these 

verses in Isaiah and show how so many of the details were foretold more 

than 700 years in advance.   

 

• What was equally powerful was to show the spotlight they shone on Jesus 

as being sinless in the horror that he suffered, which had the effect of 

making the prior explanation about the substitution of the sinless servant 

of God ring true.  

• Here is the LORD describing the battle as it happened: 

 

7     He was oppressed and afflicted, 

  yet he did not open his mouth; 

 he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

  and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, 

  so he did not open his mouth. 

 

We remember how Jesus was silent before the Sanhedrin faced with their 

accusations, totally silent before Herod, and how he refused to defend 

himself before Pilate. 

8     By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

  And who can speak of his descendants? 

(he had no physical children to speak of) 

 For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

  for the transgression of my people he was stricken.  

• Verse 9 gets more specific: 

 

9    He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

(crucified between two criminals) 
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and with the rich in his death, 

(buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea) 

 

 though he had done no violence, 

  nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

(he was innocent, you see). 

 

10    Yet it was the LORD’S will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

 

(that’s why he died!  Jesus wasn’t just in the wrong place at the wrong 

time - his horrific sin-bearing; punishment-taking; guilt-carrying 

necessary death in our place for our sin was God’s plan all along, and the 

fact that these specific details were prophesied over 700 years before the 

event testifies to this as fact!) 

 

But the LORD’s plan didn’t end there.  Because the LORD planned for a 

victorious servant! 

 though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, 

 he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

 

(up until now, every guilt offering that had been offered had stayed 

dead.   But not this one!   This one will live after he dies, and people will 

be born from him  through his death and through his life!) 

   

  and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.  

11     After the suffering of his soul, 

  he will see the light[of life] and be satisfied; 

 by his knowledge  

 

(which means his wisdom - his intimate and relational knowing of God 

which meant he acted wisely in all of this)    

 my righteous servant will justify many, 
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  and he will bear their iniquities.  

 

And if we were tempted to think that what the servant did was not 

really a battle, the last image puts us in our place.   The LORD says:  

because of all that he did - bearing our sin, and seeing us justified -   

 

12     Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

  and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

(and this is the image of a victorious warrior being honoured after 

battle) 

 

 because he poured out his life unto death, 

  and was numbered with the transgressors.   

  For he bore the sin of many, 

  and made intercession for the transgressors.  

 

The witnesses began the chapter by asking the question:   ‘To whom has the 

arm of the LORD been revealed?’ 

• This is a mission question!   The motive for mission is God’s passion for 

his glory.   The basis for mission is the arm of the LORD in action: the 

servant’s sin-bearing death for the peoples of the world.   

 

• Hence the question:  ‘To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?’   

Because people need to hear! 

• Romans 10 - ‘How can they believe in the one of whom they have not 

heard?’ (they can’t!).   

• Revelation 1 describes Jesus coming with the clouds of heaven, and 

every eye shall see him, and all the peoples of the earth will mourn 

because of him’ - presumably because the arm of the LORD has NOT 

been revealed to them before this, and now it’s too late -  
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which raises the question:  ‘Who has believed our message?   To whom 

has the arm of the LORD been revealed?’ 

 

• But who’s asking? 

• It’s the witnesses.   They’re the ones who reveal the arm of the LORD 

in verses 4-6 as they explain the Servant’s sufferings.    

 

• But who are the witnesses?     

• It’s the apostles, who were eyewitnesses to the suffering of the 

Servant and then to the explanation Jesus’ gave;  

• it’s Philip, on the desert road, who uses Isaiah 53 to explain Jesus to 

the Ethiopian official;  

• it’s the person who used words of Isaiah or the apostles to explain 

Jesus’ death to you;  

• it’s our gospel workers we support who reveal Jesus’ death to 

nations;  

• it’s me last Thursday morning at a cafe with a Japanese man and a 

Chinese man opening Isaiah 53 to explain Jesus’ death;  

• it’s you when you explain why Jesus died.  We are the witnesses. 

 

Most of us - if we were asked ‘Where are we in Isaiah 53?’ would have said,  

 ‘We’re the ones the Servant suffered for’.  And we’d be right. 

 

But we’re also the witnesses.   We’re the ones asking the question, ‘To whom 

has the arm of the LORD been revealed?’, because:  

• now that our sins have been dealt with;  

• now that this has been revealed to us; 

• now it’s intolerable to us that the Servant’s blood should have been shed 

in vain for people, simply because no one had gone to reveal it to them. 
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• We are not just those who’s sin the Servant paid for.  We are the 

witnesses asking the question. 

 

 

 

 

PRAY 

 


