STARTING YOUR OWN
PRAYER GROUP

Katy Collie tells us how she set up a
Year 7 prayer group at her school . ..
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IN THE BEGINNING

After Summer Under the Son in January, a group of us
from my school decided to make a change . . . change
how we were talking about our faith and work on how
we were reacting to people when they asked about
Christianity at school.

In the beginning we didn’t have much of a plan. We just
told people we were starting a Christian group, invited
them along and chose a tree to meet under.

WHAT WE DID

We started off just talking and trying to do short Bible
studies. We would pick a theme and use a Christian
devotional book to build on that theme and talk about it.

This term we’ve been doing it a little differently. Instead of
the themed studies we're just talking and praying.

TO SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING OF
STARTING THEIR OWN GROUP

If you feel you should be doing something like this, God
is probably calling you to take action. But it's always your
choice to take the first step. So just do what God says and
don't feel scared.

At my old school | was always scared to tell them that |
was a Christian, but now that | think about it that’s so
stupid. | could have shared so much with them if | had just
leaned on God!

PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!

It's very important that you always have people supporting
you and praying for you. And you have to keep praying
too. You can’t do it alone — you have to keep asking God
to be with you. It's our human nature to try and do it all
ourselves, but that's not the way God does it.

We knew that God wanted us to start up a group and |

guess we've done that! But we have to keep building on it

and ask God to help us get more people into it, and speak
to them through it.

At the moment, it doesn’t feel like our group is moving
forward. That will probably happen with just about
every prayer group anyone starts up. But again, it’s
not about what we think, because God is much
wiser. He knows the bigger picture, and wants us
to just trust him. That’s when he will start working
in us and the lives of others.
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You can find out about Katy and her family on page 5.
Though she’s a missionary kid, only since returning to
Australia has she begun tfo realise her place in God’s

mission and the importance of sharing the gospel and

praying.

Some Great Resources...

Book review

Just Walk Across the Room EF]] S

Bill Hybels

(Zondervan, 2006)

This book explores the Just

confronting idea that Walk
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life for eternity is as RUDITI When: 7 to 12 Janvary 201

simple as walking across Convention Centre.
a room. Hybels explains
that although it can

be much easier to stay
inside our own ‘circle

of comfort’, as Christ’s
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followers we're asked to move in circles that

include people far from God ... uncovering their

stories with compassion and grace, then naturally u

and consistently making ourselves available when r"s 5

God opens a door of opportunity. o Keeping Chiist 2t the €2
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He points out that God doesn’t need somebody e, NSW

altogether spectacular to achieve his purposes.
Just somebody who is willing to get up each

Convention Centr

morning and say, "God, today | want to follow
you and do what your spirit is prompting me L
to do.”

Read this book if you'd like to be encouraged
in sharing your faith with people in your world,
and if you'd like to learn some simple steps to
maximise your effectiveness in connecting with
those who don’t know Jesus.
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Alexi Harper

Thanks, Alexi...and if you've read a hook/seen a
movie/heen on a wehsite you'd like to review, we're
always interested in hearing from new authors.

Some additional
resources to s
help you get
‘scandalous’as a
Christian ™%

, but the non-CMS sites do not necessarily have our endorsement.
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www.desiringgod.org/
Interesting resources and aids for Christian faith and
some excellent articles on mission by John Piper.

www.christianitytoday.com/iyf g i 8 A
Youth resources and articles. I ; .
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www.Cms.org.au i
View missionary profiles, get news updates, and be
inspired by what CMS is doing in your area. Includes

youth resources for engaging in mission.

These sites are suggestions that may interest you




CMS has almost 200
missionaries and volunteers in
over 35 countries, working in

the following areas of ministry:

Mission in Muslim areas
Student ministry

Church-based ministry
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Leadership training
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mailing list for Beyond.

Where did you find Beyond?
CMS I:' church I:' Koorong/Word I:' concert I:' friend I:' camp I:' other, where? I:'

|:| I’'m under 18 — please add me to the

Development and caring

By the year 2012, we pray that
we will increase our missionary
numbers by 100, and grow our
membership by 5000

Can you help us achieve these
goals? Is God calling you to be
part of his worldwide vision?

If you're 18 or over, why not
join CMS today? Otherwise,
why not sign up to keep
receiving Beyond and stay up
to date on youth mission?

Please fill out the JOIN FORM
on the left and post it to the
CMS branch closest to you—or
send us an email.

|:| I'm 18 or over — please tell me how to
become a member of CMS.

BRANCH OFFICES

QUEENSLAND WITH NORTHERN NSW
PO Box 526, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
(07) 31126530 Fax (07) 3112 6559
Email: gld@cms.org.au

NEW SOUTH WALES

Level 5, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000
(02) 9267 3711 Fax (02) 9267 3703
Email: nsw@cms.org.au

VICTORIA

PO Box 410, Blackburn VIC 3130
(03) 9894 4722 Fax (03) 9894 3995
Email: vic@cms.org.au

TASMANIA
23 Clarence Street, Bellerive TAS 7018
(03) 6244 3926
Email: tas@cms.org.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/NORTHERN TERRITORY
4/195 Victoria Square, Adelaide SA 5000
(08) 8212 4838 Fax (08) 8212 4177

Email: sa@cms.org.au

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
GPO Box W2067, Perth WA 6846
(08) 9325 7455 Fax (08) 9221 4118
Email: wa@cms.org.au
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