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Arnhem Land covers over 95 000 square 
kilometres of the Northern Territory 
between the East Alligator River in the 
west, and the Gulf of Carpentaria in the 
east, between the Roper River in the 
south and the Arafura Sea in the north. It 
was named after the Dutch ship, the 
Arnhem, which sailed the Gulf of 
Carpentaria in 1623. The ship was named 
after a large town in Holland.  

Arnhem Land is a diverse habitat including sandy beaches, mangrove swamps, 
coastal plains, inland forests and rocky plateaus. 
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